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2020 was a year full of new challenges,
spurring innovation and adaptation around
the world. Looking forward, there is hope
on the horizon with a new vaccine being
implemented. Kelsey Dzintars designed
this EBS cover to espouse that hope and
focus on the path thatlies in front of us all.

“The cover illustration I created for
Explore Big Sky in March of 2020
symbolized the long, uncertain road
we all had to walk in the face of the
pandemic,” Dzintars said. “The new
year and beginnings of the COVID-19
vaccine distribution bring a new hope,
alight at the end of the tunnel. I aimed
to illustrate the feeling of this collective
awakening with this image of a fresh,
snow-blanketed dawn.”
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Top Stories of 2020
Of the hundreds of stories published by EBS, we pared it down to the essential themes that shined

45

through—resiliency, uncertainty, unity, and most importantly, hope. Moving forward into the new year,
EBS wants to convey the message of hope and encourage everyone to set their eyes on the bright horizon.

COVID-19 vaccine arrives in Big Sky
8 After months of waiting, the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine was administered to nurses at Big Sky

Medical Center on Dec. 23. While the arrival of the new vaccine is exciting, we are not out of hot

water yet, and Matt Kelley, Gallatin City-County Health Department health officer, urges everyone

to continue following mandates and adhering to CDC guidelines.

Gallatin Canyon water and sewer district is formed

10

The Gallatin County Commission approved a petition to create a new water and sewer district in Big

Sky. The approval came in a Dec. 29 meeting of the commission and it is a big step forward in the
ongoing effort to solve Big Sky’s wastewater treatment problems and protect the Gallatin River.

Big Sky Resort opens Hangman’s to uphill travel in the mornings

18

If you are hankering to get some alpine touring in but don’t want to venture into avalanche terrain,
head to Big Sky Resort between 6 — 8 a.m. any morning of the week. The resort now allows uphill

travel on Hangman’s before the lifts start spinning creating a great opportunity for a morning burn,
and a gorgeous Lone Mountain sunrise.

WMPAC brings the

35

performing arts outdoors

“In a Landscape,” a concert series led by award-winning concert pianist Hunter Noack, presents

live, classical music in the outdoors. On Dec. 27 and 28, Noack played a 1912 Steinway piano,

specially designed to withstand the elements, out in the middle of the driving range of the Big

Sky Resort golf course.

—- iy Opening Shot

Plus:

Coping with stress and COVID-19

Q&A with gubernatorial candidate Whitney Williams
Coach Buzz Tatum: Sports more than a game
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Correction from EBS 262
The Making it in Big Sky column from EBS #262 has been edited for clarity and accuracy. Visit explorebigsky.com to read the most up-to-date version.

EDITORIAL POLICIES

At the end of March, EBS’s day-to-day reporting narrative
was shaken up entirely when the novel COVID-19

virus struck the Big Sky community. Big Sky Resort,

the epicenter of winter business in Big Sky, shut down
operations with nearly a month still left in the season;
small businesses closed without the promise of being

able to reopen and human connection as we once knew it
fizzled as the demand for strict social distancing took hold
of households. This EBS cover, released on March 27, will
forever be historic, as it marked the beginning of a long
journey reporting on one of the area’s greatest adversities.
Months later, our Jan. 1 cover speaks to this image of
looking down an unknown trail toward a pandemic reality.
As we enter the New Year, we honor the path we've walked
this year and seek a future of hope over fear.

COVER ART BY KELSEY DZINTARS

EDITORIAL POLICY

Outlaw Partners, LLC is the sole owner of
Explore Big Sky. EBS reserves the right to edit
all submitted material. Printed material reflects
the opinion of the author and is not necessarily
the opinion of Outlaw Partners or its editors.
EBS will not publish anything discriminatory or
in bad taste.

EBS welcomes obituaries written by family
members or from funeral homes. To place an
obituary, please submit 500 words or less to
media@theoutlawpartners.com.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor allow EBS readers to
express views and share how they would like to
effect change. These are not Thank You notes.
Letters should be 250 words or less, respectful,
ethical, accurate, and proofread for grammar
and content. We reserve the right to edit letters
and will not publish individual grievances about
specific businesses or letters that are abusive,
malicious or potentially libelous. Include: full
name, address, phone number and title. Submit
to media@outlaw.partners.
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LEGACY PROPERTY ON 160 ACRES WITH PONDS AND STREAMS MEADOW VILLAGE

Great Point Lodge 32 Market Place, 1A
8 BED + 10 BATH | 16,000 +/- SQ. FT. | 159 +/- ACRES | $25,000,000 COMMERCIAL PROPERTY WITH FIVE OFFICES AND RECEPTION AREA | $599,000

406.995.6333 | BIGSKYREALESTATE.COM
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25 TOWN CENTER AVENUE | 145 TOWN CENTER AVENUE| 66 MOUNTAIN LOOP ROAD| 181 CLUBHOUSE FORK
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Rachael Gionfriddo,
Newport Beach, CA

Morgan Boatner,
Bozeman, M'T

“The biggest lesson I learned in 2020 is to never
take spending time with friends for granted.”
get to know yourself.”

0P-ED:

“The lesson I learned is to get comfortable being
with yourself in your own little bubble and really

What lesson did you learn in 2020?

David and Hunter House,
Houston, TX

“Support your small businesses, if not, all we’ll be
left with is Chili’s and Walmart.” — David

“T'imes can always be worse.” — Hunter

Faith-based healing: past, present, future

America and Americans need healing. Our faith communities can help.

For centuries, our churches and faith communities were among the most
important providers of physical healing and healthcare, first caring for
the ill in monasteries and on battlefields, then building hospitals. We
were there in times of crisis.

This year’s elections are over. The pain that was inflicted and the need for
healing across our great nation are still with us, however. Many of us are
brokenhearted. We have lost valued relationships with family, friends and
colleagues over political differences.

But, as we look across our faith community’s congregation, we do not
see people who would destroy the economy, people who are fascists,
communists or anarchists; we do not see people who hate others for who
they are, even though we belong to more than one political party. We

see a family of believers who love and support each other and who try to
work together for the good of society. We have differing ideas of how to
grow our economy and protect our country, but none of us are only right
or only wrong.

Unlike the church, social media—so pervasive in this era of COVID-
induced isolation—allows us to interact without knowing the other
person, making it easy to demonize the “other side.” When we
dehumanize, we often inflict damage that we would not consider if face-
to-face. Luke 4:18 says, “He hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted.”

Our faith communities can heal when we listen, we talk, we care.

Just as we are in crisis, so is the Earth. The climate has changed due to
human actions and impacts from this shift are accelerating. A healing of

our land, waters, and sky is needed—a place where our faith groups are
already helping. This is not the first time humans have caused serious
damage to our ecosystem, though it is the most serious.

Acid rain from power plant emissions was destroying the forests in the
eastern U.S. 30 years ago. Human release of certain chemicals, CFC’s,
caused the ozone hole over Antarctica 35 years ago. Ozone is critical for
survival of all lifeforms on Earth. This problem could only be solved with
worldwide support. Every nation in the United Nations eventually joined
in ratifying the treaty to ban CFCs, leading to reduction of the hole.

A Montana Chapter of Interfaith Power and Light formed in

2019. IPL “inspires and mobilizes people of faith and conscience to
take bold and just action on climate change.” They work with faith
communities to become more energy efficient or install solar arrays,
and to adopt measures on climate change through personal choices. Six
congregations in Montana have installed solar in the past two years!
Faith communities take their charge seriously: to “replenish the earth”
(Genesis 1:28). Like the Bible, the Qur’an also describes mankind as
being stewards of the earth.

Our bodies, our spirits, our minds and our earth are all temples. The
sense of community we feel within our buildings of worship can extend
beyond the walls. Let’s work on healing our communities and the Earth
together!

Dr. Robert and Lori Byron, Friends of Faith
Hardin, Montana
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:

The Importance of severing ties

with the Chinese Communist Party

It seems that the lies and disinformation from the Chinese Communist Party
keeps getting worse. With China concealing information about the coronavirus,
the world has been caught unprepared and it is a threat to everyone on the planet.
The CCP’s suppression of people who tried to warn the world of its severity is
well known. The brutality that China enforces on people who try to tell the truth
and make their leaders accountable is also suppressed. People practicing their faith
in China, including Christians, Falun Gong practitioners, Uyghurs, and Tibetans,
are also suppressed through brainwashing, torture, and killing of innocent people,
including the state-sanctioned forced organ harvesting for profit.

The U.S. has suffered from the loss of our manufacturing jobs and our intellectual
property through the lying, deceit, and spying of the CCP. Communism is

being infiltrated in so many aspects of our culture without our realizing it,

and Americans are quickly losing their independence. To learn more about
Communism: https://www.theepochtimes.com/c-how-the-specter-of-
communism-is-ruling-our-world

If the world cuts its ties with China, it would not survive. It is time we awaken
and distance ourselves from the CCP and stand up for human rights and truth.

The conflicts between right/left, liberal/conservative and Republican/Democrat have

pitted families and friends against each other. Perhaps it is not Red versus Blue, but
Communist values versus American Values. We have long enjoyed our freedoms,
while the CCP has strategically indoctrinated the doctrines of communism into our
lives. One does not have to dig very deep to find evidence of this.

The coronavirus has brought to light the horrid nature of the CCP. However, the

true virus is actually the CCP. They are evil and we need to hold them accountable

for their crimes against humanity.

Katherine Combes
Kalispell, Montana

Big Sky Relief offers gratitude
for local health professionals

As partners of Big Sky Relief organized to help our community
weather COVID-19, the Big Sky Resort Area District, Yellowstone
Club Community Foundation, Spanish Peaks Community
Foundation, and Moonlight Community Foundation want to extend
our gratitude to the entire southwest Montana health system, which
has risen to address the historic challenge before them.

Because of the dedicated health professionals in our community, the
rest of us have been able to continue working, learning, and staying as

healthy as possible during the global COVID-19 pandemic.

Local businesses have been able to safely stay open and employees
have been able to continue making a living because of our doctors,
nurses, physician assistants, administrators, and all who have been on

the front lines day-in and day-out risking their health on our behalf.

We want to extend a heartfelt thank you to our local county health
officials, including Gallatin City-County Health Officer Matt Kelley
and Madison County Health Officer Melissa Brummel. These two
professionals have worked tirelessly to protect our community and we
are grateful for their service.

These health professionals continue to log incredibly long hours
under endlessly stressful demands. While the fight against this disease
is far from over, we are confident in the leadership and service of our

medical providers and health officials.

Big Sky Relief
Ciara Wolfe
Committee Chair of Big Sky Relief

2020: the year we won’t soon forget

Given that I am now 62 years old, there is a bit of fog settling in my memory
bank! I truly have a difficult time discerning one year from another. Oh, I
vaguely remember 1968 for the riots, assassinations and for 20 of the top 50
Rock and Roll albums of the century being produced in that year. I guess
1977 was a good one. I graduated from high school, Frampton Comes Alive
was my favorite album and the Cubs finished last in the NL East.

In 1982 I graduated from college and began my working life. I got married
in’89 and had kids in’92,’94 and ’97. 2002 was the first year our family came
to Big Sky and ’07 was the year I graduated from Wall Street. Yes, there have
been good snow years and bad, bear and bull markets, smoky summers and
clear ones, too. All in all, I can’t say there really has been a bad year. They
have all been pretty damn good.

We then move on to 2020—it started well: a good snow year and got really
lucky cat skiing up in BC when we had epic powder! I attended a World
Cup Biathlon event (a sport I have become passionate about). Great to
experience it with 30,000 drunk, screaming German fans! I was even able
to do a TEDxBigSky talk where I only forgot my lines once and am still
hopeful I conveyed my point. Yep, it was all going pretty damn well, until
... I can remember that fateful night when the NBA postponed the season,
Tom Hanks announced he had the coronavirus and Trump stayed on script
for once and managed to scare the heck out of all of us.

The lifts stopped spinning, the beer stopped flowing and not a roll of

toilet paper was to be found. We suddenly rediscovered crossword puzzles,
voluminous books and gathering our kids around the dinner table (in our
house, for the first non-holiday gathering since High School!). We came up

with some new activities: Skinning, Farkle and baking scones.

The year for 2020 will forever be one for the books. It was full of sweat
pants, Zoom (did it actually become a verb?) and long days. Exercise went
from a chore to a gift. We could revel in bluebird days and even Beyond
meat chili tasted pretty good. It was a year of highs and lows. An outdoor
lunch with your bubble friends to knowing the virus was out there randomly
taking lives and exhausting front line workers. Have you ever seen such
poignant evening news broadcasts? Perhaps the most difficult thing to see
was all of the deaths and to make matters worse, all of the lonely deaths.

To lose a loved one without properly being able to say goodbye is just
fundamentally wrong.

How do we build on this adversity? Do we value that family time a bit more?
Have a look at those stunning Spanish Peaks and stop and relish the view?
Perhaps it’s stepping out of the crushing daily routine, redefining ourselves
and yet meeting new demands? The one gift 2020 has given us is to reflect
and not assume. We can examine what drives and motivates us. Hopefully
we come out leading a bit more of a purposeful life, questioning what we
don't believe in and acting on our principles.

None of us are going to forget 2020. It was a year ruled by outside forces
well beyond our control, something we Americans bristle against. We have
all been affected—forced us inside, lost jobs and perhaps have lost loved
ones in such a difficult way. Dr. Fauci suggests we turn to science, let’s look
at Newton’s laws of motion. For every action, there is an opposite and equal
reaction. I would say that bodes well for us in 2021! Happy New Year—you
got this Big Sky!

Bob Hall
Big Sky, Montana
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Gov. Bullock announces
vaccination distribution plan

OFFICE OF GOV. STEVE BULLOCK

HELENA — Gov. Steve Bullock announced on Dec. 30 the state’s
COVID-19 vaccine distribution plan has been updated to incorporate the
new federal recommendations for allocation to critical groups in Montana
and an estimated timeline. This follows nearly 17,000 Montanans being
vaccinated in first couple weeks.

The updated plan outlines an estimated timeline for vaccine
distribution in Phases 1a, 1b, 1c and then the last phase (Phase 2) when
vaccines are expected to be available to all Montanans late spring or
early summer 2021. The estimated timeline covers December 2020
through July 2021 and lists which groups are recommended to receive
the vaccine in each phase.

Currently, Montana has launched Phase 1a that targets frontline healthcare
workers and staft and residents of long-term care facilities. With a total

of 16,990 healthcare personnel in Montana having now received their

first vaccination dose, this phase is now being expanded to include
additional healthcare workers with direct patient contact, such as dentists,
orthodontists, physical therapists, optometrists, home health workers and
others that fit the criteria.

The final phase is expected to launch in late spring or early summer for all
Montanans ages 16 and older.

Implementation of the plan is contingent on vaccine availability.

Lone Peak High School teacher
receives STEM Research Grant

EBS STAFF

BIG SKY — Out of 427 applicants, 100 teachers were chosen as
recipients of the STEM Research Grant, including Big Sky’s own Dr.
Kate Eisele, a biology teacher at Lone Peak High School.

The grant is from the Society for Science & the Public and it provides
STEM research kits to middle and high school science educators from
underserved communities to help students engage in scientific research
outside of the classroom. The chosen recipients for 2020 hail from 38
states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. They will each choose
from a variety of kits and receive supplies equivalent to $1,000.

This year in particular, the STEM Research Grants program was adapted

in order to provide teachers with the tools to support at-home learning.

Eisele chose three spiker boxes, four foldscope kits, six animal cameras
and three water quality test kits.

“I tried to pick things that kids could take home and use on their own,
and that we could either use in class, or they could use independently,”
Eisele said. “That’s my motivation, it fit with curriculum things and it fit
with something they could potentially use at home without a lot of help
from me.”

Second COVID-19 relief bill
signed into law

EBS STAFF

WASHINGTON, D.C. - President Donald Trump signed a $2.3
trillion COVID-19 relief and government funding bill into law
on March 27, staving off a government shutdown.

The COVID-19 relief package articulated in the bill, valued

in total at $900 billion, will extend unemployment benefits for
certain pandemic unemployment programs, eviction bans and
payroll assistance for small businesses. One part of the bill,
though, may still be altered—the stimulus portion. Like the
first COVID-19 relief package signed by Trump on March 27,
stimulus checks will be sent to eligible adults, this time in the
amount of $600 with an additional $600 per qualifying child
under the age of 16—a significant cut from first stimulus’ cap at
$1,200 and $500 per child.

Upon receiving the bill, Trump contested the $600 amount,
asking that Congress raise the amount to $2,000 and offer more
money to the American people. On March 28, the U.S. House
of Representatives approved a bill that would bump the stimulus
up to $2,000. As of EBS press time, the U.S. Senate had not yet
made a decision on that bill.

Gallatin Rest Home residents,
staff receive COVID-19 vaccine

GALLATIN MEDIA CENTER

BOZEMAN - On Tuesday, Dec. 29, 2020, the Gallatin Rest

Home held a vaccination clinic for residents and staff who wished
to receive their first COVID-19 vaccination.

There were 24 residents and 33 staff members who received their
vaccinations. That represents 70 percent of all Gallatin Rest
Home residents and approximately 50 percent of staff. The clinic
was done through CVS staff from Helena, Missoula and Butte.

Gallatin Rest Home Administrator Darcel Vaughn said that
staff and residents are very excited about the possibilities the

COVID-19 vaccine brings.

“This is a big step moving toward the reopening of the nursing
home to visitors,” Vaughn said. Resident Joyce Santos said getting
the vaccine didn’t hurt and she is doing well after receiving her
dose.

“This is something that everyone should do to protect yourself
and others,” Santos said.
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First COVID-19 vaccines administered at Big Sky Medical Center
Bozeman Health, county continue with COVID-19 vaccination initiatives

BY BELLA BUTLER AND MIRA BRODY

BIG SKY - On the top floor of the Bozeman Health
Big Sky Medical Center in a closed oft hallway, three

nurses received the hospital’s first doses of the Moderna

COVID-19 vaccine.

“We've just been waiting for this,” said Kelly Reynolds, one
of the first Medical Center nurses to receive the vaccine,
which received emergency use authorization from the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration on Dec. 18. “Obviously
this year has been horrible for everyone in our community.
It’s scary. And I think this is the first step to getting back

»
to some normalcy.

Big Sky Medical Center was allotted 100 Moderna vaccine
doses for the first round, enough to vaccinate the entire
staff. Similar to the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine, which

was given FDA emergency use authorization on Dec. 11
and administered to staff at Bozeman Health Deaconess
Hospital on Dec. 14, the Moderna vaccine requires two

doses, spaced 28 days apart.

“I didn’t even feel it,” one of the nurses said with a smile after receiving
the long-anticipated shot.

“After employees receive the vaccine we ask them to stay for 15
minutes just so we can monitor any more immediate side effects,” said
Lauren Brendel, system director of marketing and communications
for Bozeman Health and public information officer for the Bozeman
Health Incident Command team.

Some potential side effects of the Moderna vaccine include fatigue,
headache and nausea, among others, but some levels of side effects
are expected. The Moderna vaccine has been described as being quite
“reactogenic,” meaning it can trigger an immune response that can
sometimes be uncomfortable, or a sign that it’s working.

A nurse prepares a dose of the new Moderna COVID-19 vaccine at the Big Sky Medical Center.
PHOTO BY GABRIELLE GASSER

Ody Loomis is the first person in Big Sky to receive a dose of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine. PHOTO BY
GABRIELLE GASSER

The rest of the Medical Center staff will receive the first dose of
the vaccine over the next few days, Brendel said. Bozeman Health
Deaconess Hospital, Bozeman Health’s flagship facility, received
800 doses of the Moderna vaccine today to inoculate the remaining
healthcare workers in the Bozeman Health system who were not
vaccinated with the previously distributed Pfizer vaccine, of which
Bozeman Health received 975 doses.

On the same day that the first round of vaccines were administered

at the Big Sky Medical Center, the Gallatin City-County Health
Department unwrapped its own package of 300 Moderna COVID-19
vaccine doses. The Health Department is currently working with
county health officials to distribute these doses to frontline healthcare
workers outside of the Bozeman Health Network, including those
working in smaller county clinics, long-term care facilities, and home
health agencies as well as school nurses.

Gallatin City-County Health Department Health Officer Matt Kelley
said in a Dec. 23 virtual press conference that they are distributing the
vaccine with three primary goals in mind: safety,

timeliness and transparency.

“Frankly, to see that vaccine come out of the box today, I don’t think
there was anyone in the room that didn’t have goosebumps and there
might have been a few tears here and there, or at least strong-willed
people trying to hold back tears,” Kelley said. “I think when you've gone
through something like we've gone through—as a community, as a
nation, as a world—to be able to see innovation and see those vaccines
roll across the threshold is really pretty special.”

Kelley noted that although a vaccine is now available, the communities
in Gallatin County still need to follow guidelines published by the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The best way to honor
and thank those on the frontlines, he said, is to wear masks, wash your
hands, keep your distance and stay home if you're sick.

On the Zoom screen, he motioned to a row of cards along his office
window, notes of gratitude from the community for the Health
Department’s hard work during the pandemic.

“If people really want to honor the healthcare providers who are out
there putting it all on the line, if they want to support public health,
what we would really like them to do is to help us reduce transmission,
because it’s really making a difference.”
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Big Sky Rotary
Go®l Auction

Please support your Big Sky Rotary
by participating in our
virtual auction!

Participate by bidding on local business’ goods and activities or/and
make a $25.00 donation for a chance to win our REAL GOLD and
SILVER coin prizes!
Gold Auction winner prizes:
1* place: $2,000 in GOLD
2" place: $500 in SILVER
3" place: $500 in SILVER

Thank you to all of the local businesses who donated to us to
make this auction possible.

Auction Dates: January 9-22

Check Out Our Auction:

https://one.bidpal.net/goldauction/welcome
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Gallatin County Commission approves formation of new

water and sewer district

BY GABRIELLE GASSER

BIG SKY - The Gallatin County Commission voted unanimously to approve a
petition for the formation of a new Gallatin Canyon water and sewer district at a Dec.
29 meeting.

The approval is in response to a petition filed by a cohort of four landowners, the
Conoco, Mindy Cummings, Scott Altman and Lone Mountain Land Company, in
the Gallatin Canyon area. The county received the petition on Oct. 29, it was certified
by the county on Dec. 17, and approved mere days before the new year.

It was essential that the petition was approved before the new year, according to
Altman, who spearheaded the petition effort. In order to receive funding for the new
district from the Big Sky Resort Area District, the new district had to be formed by
the end of 2020.

The idea to create a new water and sewer district has floated around for years, and the
effort involved parties from several different corners.

In addition to Altman and the other landowners advocating the petition to the county,
the effort was supported by Kristin Gardner, executive director of the Gallatin River
Task Force; the Canyon Area Feasibility Study completed by the GRTF and prepared
by WGM Group; Steve Johnson, the Secretary and Treasurer of the Big Sky Resort
Area District Board; and Ron Edwards, general manager of the Big Sky County
Water and Sewer District.

In 2016, the GRTF posted a collaborative watershed planning effort which articulated
a main priority of addressing septic systems in the Gallatin Canyon. A committee

was formed and decided that the first step to address the septic systems was the
Canyon Area Feasibility Study, which analyzed the possibility of installing wastewater
infrastructure in the canyon as well as proposed available options for execution.

The study was funded though resort tax and was completed in 2019. There were
two main options considered according to Gardner: one was to have all wastewater
treated centrally in the canyon and the second was to pipe the water up to the Big
Sky County Water and Sewer District for treatment at their facility.

Since septic systems, which the canyon currently uses, do not treat wastewater to the
same quality as central systems, according to Gardner, sewer infrastructure in the
canyon area will be a big step forward in protecting the Gallatin River.

“Providing central sewer to the canyon will significantly reduce the nutrient loads to
the river, which is a big issue for us because of recent algae blooms and we’ve seen

some groundwater that’s been steadily increasing in nutrients, which is also a public
health threat,” Gardner said.

Moving forward, the GRTF will remain involved in an advisory capacity with the new
water and sewer district, mainly, to help in outreach efforts and writing grants.

In the meantime, the new water and sewer district has access to the funding
promised by BSRAD.

In 2020 when the 1 percent for infrastructure was passed, the money was earmarked
for two purposes, according to Johnson. The first purpose was to fund the upgrade
to the Big Sky County Water and Sewer District wastewater treatment plant. The
second specified use for the money, approved by Big Sky voters, was to put a new
Canyon water and sewer district in place.

“The authorization of the funding was contingent upon the formation of this
district,” said Johnson. “That funding will now be made available for their use to
put this into operation.”

The first step, now that the county has approved the petition, is to be officially
recognized by the Montana Secretary of State, according to Altman. He said they
will be working with Eric Semerad of the Gallatin County Planning and Zoning
Commission to get an official designation. Once that approval comes through, the
new district can elect leadership and begin applying for grants as a public entity.

For now, the district remains small, including only the four landowners who signed
the petition—this unanimous majority that made it easy for the county commission
to approve the district. However, the district will welcome anyone in the resort tax
area that wants to join. Eventually, the hope is to expand the new district south all

the way down to include the Big Sky School District property.

“Moving forward we will have to get our board of directors together and start
negotiating with Big Sky water and sewer for rates and such,” Altman said. “Then,
we’ll go from there and decide how we can expand and how we can create service to
people within the closest timeframe possible.”

It is likely that new infrastructure for the canyon water and sewer district will not
be put into place until after the upgrade to the current plant is finished, according to

Altman. However, the new district can be proactive in the meantime.

“We’ll have an engineer on board that will start looking at what is feasible for a
first phase [as defined by the study], and what it would take to make that happen,”
Altman said. “Then we can go to funding sources and start to look at, what would
phase one cost and where we can find the money to build the infrastructure, so that
we can start bringing people on board and abandoning their old systems and hook
into the new system.”

There is still a long way to go before the new infrastructure is in place, but Edwards
with the Big Sky County Water and Sewer District was happy that there will be a
new organization with the authority to help solve Big Sky’s infrastructure issues.

“It’s good news from my standpoint,” Edwards said. “Having worked for a county

water and sewer district that has done a lot of good infrastructure work for a long time,
I know what they’re capable of. I think one of the things we struggle with—being
unincorporated—is who’s going to take on these big infrastructure projects. If you’re not
a city or town, then a county water and sewer district makes the most sense.”

The new Gallatin Canyon water and sewer district will have the authority to
address some of Big Sky’s wastewater treatment issues and to be good stewards of

protecting the health of the Gallatin River.

As Gardner pointed out, the formation of the new water and sewer district is a
proactive step spurred by concerns over the health of the Gallatin River; no one
forced the creation of this new district.

“I think that’s something that’s unique and a positive step for the Big Sky
community,” she said. “This was a collaboration between a bunch of different
entities, and most of the time, water and sewer districts are formed because people
are forced to form them, and that was not the case. This was really about proactive
watershed protection.”

The Canyon Area Feasibility Study identified potential borders for the new district, as seen in the
light and dark blue areas, called phase 1A and 1 B. The formation of a new sewer district is a key
first step in reducing nutrient loading in the Gallatin River. MAP COURTESY OF WGM GROUP
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Giving Tree gifts food, clothes, presents for local families
Rotary Club of Big Sky’s annual holiday program collects hundreds of donations

BY GABRIELLE GASSER

BIG SKY - The giving spirit is alive and well this year in Big Sky. The
Giving Tree, a charitable opportunity sponsored by the Rotary Club of
Big Sky, connected families with generous donors from throughout the
community who provided gifts for dozens of local kids.

The Giving Tree is an annual program that helps families during
Christmas by generating donations of gifts for the children and a
Christmas dinner for a family in need. The Rotary Club of Big Sky, with
the help of the Big Sky community, sponsored the Christmas Giving Tree
with a few slight changes due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

To participate, families picked up a Santa Letter from First Security Bank,
American Bank, Big Sky Food Bank or The Country Market. After Dec.
1, when all the letters were due, angels were created that had specific
requests from the letters on them. The Giving Tree was put up in the Big
Sky Post Office Lobby a little earlier this year, during the week before
Thanksgiving, to accommodate tighter deadlines. The angels were then
hung on the tree throughout December for community members to pick
up and purchase the requested gifts.

This year, just under 200 gifts were donated for the 45 kids from 27
families in the community. Each family will receive their requested gifts
as well as any extra gifts donated, a stocking and each family will receive a

box of food donated by Roxy’s Market.

According to Mia Lennon, the coordinator of the program, they also
received many cash donations from community members which were then
used to buy extra items such as warm clothes to fulfill any outstanding
needs of the children.
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Lennon works with a small
team of volunteers to help her
run the Giving Tree program.

“Now we have a committee
that can help me see the vision
through,” said Lennon. “I have
three or four super awesome
ladies that have been helping
me, which has just made it so
smooth.”

The food donations will be

picked up on Wednesday,

The Giving Tree is an annual program sponsored by Dec. 23, and distributed along

the Big Sky Rotary Club which.gen'erates donations with the gifts. Each family
of gifts and food for local families in need. PHOTO . . ]
BY MIA LENNON will receive a big Tupperware

tub full of food; a gift card to

help buy more food; a cookie-
decorating kit including pre-baked cookies from Sweet Buns Bakery, a
new addition this year; presents for the children; Christmas stockings; and
finally, wrapping paper to wrap the gifts since the volunteers will not be
wrapping them this year as part of their COVID-19 precautions.

“We do want to really thank everybody that donated and bought gifts,”
Lennon said. “We couldn’t have done it without so much support it’s really
incredible. It’s just really fun and I'm excited too for little elves to see the

kids’ faces when we drop off the gifts on Wednesday.”
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EXPERIENCE YELLOWSTONE AT YOUR SPEED

In winter, Yellowstone feels like another world. To visit Yellowstone National Park, you'll need a snowcoach or snowmobile.
Fortunately, Yellowstone Vacations offers convenient snowcoach tours of the Park, where you can experience Old Faithful
and other highlights. And we provide guided snowmobile tours both inside and outside the Park, plus snowmobile rentals.
At just 90 days, winter flies by. Make the most of it with Yellowstone Vacations.

BOOK YOUR ADVENTURE TODAY: ﬁmmwsma

800-426-7669 | YellowstoneVacations.com/Tours VACATIONS

Rive rs Ca n lt save | ' That’s why American Rivers exists.

Since 1973, we've conserved more than
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oz ¥ : of the rivers you love.

150,000 miles of rivers in Montana and

across the nation. Help us protect more

AmericanRivers.org/GiveMT
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* Your purchase of this license plate benefits American Rivers.
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AcE HARDWARE
2ND TWO PINES PROPERTIES

RECYCLING CENTER
2ND GALLATIN RIVER TASK FORCE
3RD YES COMPOST

RYAN TURNER
2ND DAVE PECUNIES

BIG SKY RESORT
2ND YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK

CENTRE SKY ARCHITECTURE
2ND BECHTLE ARCHITECTS
3RD REID SMITH ARCHITECTS

TWO PINES PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
2ND ALPINEPROPERTY MANAGEMENT
3RD HAMMOND PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

THE WILSON
BLUE BUDDHA SUSHI
2ND GALLATIN RIVERHOUSE 1ST ERIKA AND COMPANY INTERIOR DESIGN
3RD OLIVE B'S LONE MOUNTAIN RANCH 2ND ALDER AND TWEED

BLUE MOON BAKERY
2ND GALLATIN RIVERHOUSE
3RD Mi PUEBLITO TACO BuS

BY WORD OF MOUTH
2ND COPPER-BIG SKY
3RD LONE PEAK BREWERY

2ND 320 GUEST RANCH

SANTOSHA WELLNESS CENTER
2ND 0ZSSAGE

TRIBE SALON
2ND HAIRNINJA SALON

3RD TATOM DESIGNS

BIG SKY LANDSCAPING
2ND WILDWO0OD NURSERY

BIG SKY BUILD
2ND BLUE RIBBON BUILDERS
3RD HAAS BUILDERS

BIG SKY PBR
OUSEL AND SPUR 2ND MUSIC IN THE MOUNTAINS 1ST FIRST SECURITY BANK
2ND BLUE MOON BAKERY 2ND AMERICAN BANK
3RD PINKY G'S
GRIZZLY DUTFITTERS
2ND GALLATIN ALPINE SPORTS BIG SKY COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION
BEEHIVE BASIN BREWERY 3RD EAST SLOPE OUTDOORS 2ND EAGLE MOUNT

2ND THE ROCKS TASTING ROOM AND LIQUOR STORE
3RD THE BROTHEL

SCISSORBILLS SALOON
2ND BEEHIVE BASIN BREWERY
3RD CARABINER

CALIBER COFFEE
2ND ACRE CAFE
3RD THE HUNGRY MOOSE MARKET & DELI

HEATHER RAPP
2ND SHELLY BERMONT

MONTANA SUPPLY
2ND ACE HARDWARE
3RD SKY BOUTIQUE

GALLATIN RIVER GUIDES
2ND EAST SLOPE OUTDOORS

BIG SKY REAL ESTATE COMPANY
2ND L&K REAL ESTAT
3RD BIG SKY SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY

3RD BIG SKY COMMUNITY FOOD BANK

Gov. STEVE BULLOCK
2ND JOSH TREASURE

BIG SKY MEDICAL CENTER
2ND BIG SKY RELIEF
3RD BLUE MOON BAKERY

=
/
HEALTHCARE WORKERS FARMERS MARKET
WARREN MILLER PERFORMING ARTS CENTER BRIAN STUMPF B. S]
& BIG SKY NATURAL HEALTH LOGAN BARKER
- _ BASED ON 2020 BEST OF BIG SKY RESULTS
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Big Sky Dough serving up doughnuts and goodwill overseas
Proceeds support The Bakery Project, Ugandan women

BY MIRA BRODY

BIG SKY - What do Big Sky and Uganda have in common? Women-owned
bakeries, thanks to Tessa Sharr, founder of The Bakery Project and owner

of Big Sky Dough, the town’s new doughnut shop. Inside the China Café in
Town Center, owned by her parents, Sharr stands behind rows of homemade
doughnuts—cinnamon sugar, vanilla sprinkle, chocolate, huckleberry and her
personal favorite, brown butter glaze.

Big Sky Dough opened Friday, Dec. 18 and a portion of every sale goes to
The Bakery Project, a nonprofit Sharr started in 2018 in Gulu, Uganda that
allows women to learn the trade of baking and selling their baked goods.
Although her visit to Uganda last May was cut short due to COVID-19,
Sharr is still able to raise money for her nonprofit, and, with the help of The
Bakery Project’s on-site manager, Godfrey Lapolo, employ three bakers back
in Uganda.

“Especially in Uganda, they’re the ones running their households,” Sharr said,
explaining why her nonprofit focuses on empowering women. “They’re the
ones taking care of the kids, they find the firewood, they cook all the meals,
are cleaning—they’re just the backbone, I think, of society there, but there just
has never been an opportunity for them to capitalize on it and I think that’s
why the bakery idea has worked so well there.”

She says she noticed during her first visit that although women had the
skillset to bake, men were traditionally the ones who did it professionally—
The Bakery Project provides them the opportunity to equally capitalize on
their skills.

Sharr grew up near Breckenridge, Colorado, attended college at Biola
University in Orange County, California, then bounced around in the
nonprofit industry for a bit, interning for Krochet Kids, a nonprofit that
employees hundreds of people in Uganda and Peru to crochet quality,
ethically-produced hats that are then sold, all with the goal of providing
families with the tools to rise out of poverty.

During her time in Uganda, Sharr fell in love with the country’s people and
culture and she vowed to return and give back to the community that had
inspired her. Her parents had moved to Big Sky from Colorado and she was
baking at Caliber Coffee, where, with no formal background, she developed a
love for it.

“I had this idea that we could teach women how to bake [in Uganda], and
that would provide them an income first of all, because they'd be getting
paid to bake, and then it would be like skill-based training, so they'd have a
skill under their belt that if they wanted to branch out, they would have that
opportunity as well,” Sharr said.

She pitched the idea to some of her local mentors and they were immediately
on board. The Bakery Project has a local board as well as trusted mentors she
credits to her success, including Dawn and Diane Winston.

o e LR
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The Bakery Project not only provides employment for Ugandan women, but also provides
them with training and marketable skills. PHOTO COURTESY OF TESSA SHARR

A Porkion of the
proceeds will benedit
THE BALERY PROJES

A WOMENS Bakery
non profit in Uganda

Here in Big Sky, Tessa Sharr continues to support her nonprofit from afar, donating a portion of the
proceeds from each doughnut sale to The Bakery Project. PHOTO COURTESY OF TESSA SHARR

Due to the pandemic, the Uganda airport shut down and the European travel
ban went into place, and Sharr suddenly found herself stateside looking for a
project to keep her busy. That’s when Big Sky Dough emerged. Her parents
already had the space, so Sharr put together a business plan and worked The
Bakery Project into it, and although she hopes to return to Uganda at some
point, she can, for now, continue her passion from afar.

“The whole intention behind The Bakery Project was that I wanted it to be
sustainable to locals, so I wanted them to be able to take ownership over it,
and then it could be something where I wouldn’t even be needed, I could just
oversee it from the states,” Sharr said. “So I think that was always the goal, and
COVID just pushed it more quickly.”

Sharr says right now, under Lapolo’s leadership, her Bakery Project women
just finished 150 wedding cakes and are finishing up 25 Christmas cakes.

“It’s been really cool to see,” said Sharr. She says next, her and Lapolo would
like to start a training curriculum to professionally train incoming women to
bake, and further build their marketable skills. She says in Uganda, many girls
graduate from secondary school and are unsure what to do next—The Bakery
Project could soon be an option.

Meanwhile, Sharr will be at Big Sky Dough serving up Big Sky’s only fresh
doughnuts and coffee and spreading the word and raising money for her
nonprofit with the help of the Big Sky community.

“The thing I love best about it is just the sense of community,” she said of Big
Sky. “We’re all in this small town together and I feel like there’s never been a
sense of like, competition or whatever between small businesses. It’s been like,
‘how can we support each other.’ That’s my favorite part about it.”
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News from our publisher, Outlaw Partners

TEDxBigSky 2021 Speaker Lineup

BY GABRIELLE GASSER

Featured below is one out of a fotal of eight speakers slated for this year’s TEDxBigSky. Check out
tedxbigsky.com to read the rest of the bios.

BIG SKY — On Jan. 30,2021, eight speakers will speak at
the Warren Miller Performing Arts Center to articulate
this year’s theme of “Awakening.”

This year, the 2021 Big Sky Ideas Festival will focus on
the Awakening process that the country has gone through
in 2020. As the world emerges from the lockdown, also
emerging are the stories of lives changed, businesses
pivoting, and incredible examples of humanity and
community building.

Before virtually attending this year’s event, EBS spoke
with two of the speakers who will be presenting at
TEDxBigSky 2021.

Blu is a devotee of life beyond the veil—a mystic, medicine woman, musician, artist and
storyteller. Her curiosity of maximizing the human potential has taken her deep into the
studies of The Gene Keys—a technology which has supported her to activate dormant
parts of her own DNA while guiding others into their own genetic blueprint. She has
been endorsed by Richard Rudd, the Founder of the Gene Keys in her teachings of this

profound lineage.

Blu has also spent the past seven years as a student in the shamanic world—studying the
Shipibo lineage in the Amazon jungle as well as being a devoted student and facilitator

of The Earth Temple— at the Center of Prayer and School of Shamanic Arts. She is
committed to learning the ways of the plant teachers and understanding how we can work
together to heal some of our deepest wounds.

Blu is also the host of the Deja Blu podcast, which has over 120,000 unique downloads
worldwide, where she interviews some of the most brilliant minds on the planet today. Blu
utilizes the art of storytelling to take people on a journey into their own consciousness and to
activate media as medicine.

Explore Big Sky: What does the theme of awakening mean to you?
Blu: “I have geared my whole life around being awakened. Awakening means to me a
shedding of any identity or story that is somebody else’s, whether it’s society, or a person that

has projected onto me to be the way that I live my life. Awakening is an opportunity for me
to learn to actually trust my own intuition my own instincts and my own truth above the
status quo of what society expects. Awakening means to me, a deeper listening to our Earth,
the people on the Earth, and what is truly needed for us to actually thrive as a collective.”

EBS: How did you become interested in the shamanic world and the Gene Keys?

Blu: “About four-and-a-half years ago, I was diagnosed with a hereditary hearing disorder,
which I was shared, was progressive, hereditary and incurable meaning that essentially 'm
going deaf. That took me into wanting to understand my own engineering of why this is
even happening in the first place and what is it here to teach me. It took me on a journey of
realizing that the way that we communicate is not necessarily through words, but there is a
70 percent mass below the surface of the water of the iceberg of nonverbal communication
that most of us are not tapping into because we are distracted by our five senses. It’s in that
feeling, where actually truth is born ... It guided me in a place where I realized that my
superpower is to feel what most people are not speaking into and being able to support
others to transmute trauma, when they don't even realize they’re in it. The shamanic realm
put the right frame around what actually was my superpower.”

EBS: T¢l] me about your work with the Gene Keys and how that has helped you to unlock your
potential?

Blu: “I just so happened to have in my Gene Keys information—I had a deafness genetic. I
actually looked deep into the deafness, which was essentially the shadow side of the genetic,
and according to the Gene Keys, every shadow has a gift. By looking at the shadow and
understanding it, what I learned from the Gene Keys was as a byproduct of me not actually
listening to myself, not listening to my own needs constantly listening to other people,
beyond actually what my own truth was, and I created a deafness were I actually physically
faded out the sound of other people’s truths over my own ... The Gene Keys helped me shift

my narrative from it being a curse to it being a superpower.”

EBS: What have you learned from unlocking your potential?

Blu: “I've realized that once I'm truly acting from a place of alignment with the reason why

I feel like I came to this earth in the first place, then I can truly be of service from that place.
What I've learned from putting the right frame around what was, I've now actually been able
to be of service to support other people to put the right frame around their superpower that
was once seen as a great challenge. My service has been unlocked, my ability to support and
empower other individuals where they do not see potential, and to allow them to rewrite the
narrative that this is happening for them, as opposed to happening to them.”

EBS: What do you hope that attendees of TEDxBigSky will take away from your talk?

Blu: “A shifted perspective of how our challenges in life hold within it the seed of a great
promise and a great potential. It’s up to us to be curious enough to look within to find the
secrets and the goal that has always been within us. It’s within every single person.”

Big Sky PBR returns for 10th year

Tickets on sale March 1

OUTLAW PARTNERS

BIG SKY - Outlaw Partners, event producers of Big Sky PBR and publisher of
this newspaper, is thrilled to announce that Big Sky’s Biggest Week is back and
is bigger than ever. We're celebrating 10 Years of Big Sky PBR this year so big
bulls, big acts and big sound are heading to Big Sky.

After more than a year full of virtual events, Big Sky PBR, seven-time Event
of the Year and part of the PBR’s Touring Pro Division, will stomp into Town
Center for a full week of action-packed events between July 16-24. The week
kicks off on Friday, July 16 with the Big Sky Art Auction preview and Big Sky
Community Rodeo.

On Saturday, July 17, auction bidders will gather in the basecamp tent located
at the Plaza of The Wilson Hotel for the Big Sky Art Auction tent to bid on

traditional and contemporary Western art, jewelry, and furniture. You will not
want to miss this opportunity to bring home a piece for your mountain home.

The week continues into Tuesday, July 20 for a new day of activities, featuring a
mutton bustin’ pre-ride competition for the kiddos to hold on tight and compete
for a spot in the big show—the PBR bull riding events Thursday, July 22
through Saturday, July 24. To round out the night, help support local nonprofits
by participating in the new Bingo Night event under the basecamp tent.

The action doesn't stop there. Start practicing your putting game for the PBR
Golf tournament at the Reserve at Moonlight Basin, an 8,000-yard Jack Nicklaus
Signature Design Golf Course with Majestic Mountain views, on Wednesday, July
23.The event will benefit Western Sports Foundation.

Each night before the bull riding, there will be a special meet and greet with
a big name in bull riding. Then, head on over to the PBR events arena for the
real action on the dirt to see the cowboys compete for eight seconds of glory,
followed by live music.

Legendary singer-songwriter Robert Earl Keen will hit the SAV stage at the
PBR Arena on Saturday, July 24 for what is sure to be an unforgettable evening
of storytelling and music that have made the Houston, Texas native a renowned
performer.

Jason Boland & The Stragglers, the gritty, honkytonk Texas Country/American Red
Dirt band will warm up the stage on Friday, July 23 with their chart-topping hits

and iconic country sound.

The remaining tickets for bull riding include access to the nightly music events and
go on sale Monday, March 1 at 9 a.m. MST online only at bigskypbr.com. Limited
music-only tickets will also be available online at bigskypbr.com beginning March 1.

So, save the dates, dust off your hats and shine up your boots. We'll see you there!



JOIN US FOR
BIG SKY'S BIGGEST WEEK!

SUMMER 2021 LINEUP ey

TOURING
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FRIDAY, JULY 16

3-5pm - Big Sky Art Auction Preview / PBR Basecamp Tent in Town Center Plaza
6pm - Big Sky Community Rodeo / Big Sky Events Arena
9pm - Street Dance / Town Center Plaza

SATURDAY, JULY 17 -;

4-7pm - Big Sky Art Auction / PBR Basecamp Tent in Town Center Plaza

SUNDAY, JULY 18

TBA - Mutton Bustin Pre-Ride Competition / Big Sky Events Arena
6pm - Big Sky Bingo Night / PBR Basecamp Tent in Town Center Plaza

WEDNESDAY, JULY 21 :f

11am-5pm - Big Sky PBR / Western Sports Foundation Golf Tournament at Moonlight Basin

-

5pm - Farmers Market
6pm - Golf Tourney Reception
7pm - Big Sky PBR Kickoff / PBR Basecamp Tent in Town Center Plaza

8pm - Live Music / PBR Basecamp Tent in Town Center Plaza Q Y E 4 0

THURSDAY, JULY 22 ; - S
12-6pm - Big Sky PBR Basecamp Vendor Village Open / Town Center Plaza m kr ‘ xEven T

2pm - PBR Meet & Greet / PBR Basecamp Tent in Town Center Plaza THE YEAR
4pm - Live Music / PBR Basecamp Tent in Town Center Plaza

7pm - 10th Annual Big Sky PBR Night 1 Bull Riding / Big Sky Events Arena B l G S KY P B R

TBA - Music in the Mountains Concert
FRIDAY, JULY 23 BIGSKYPER.CO

12-6pm - Big Sky PBR Basecamp Vendor Village Open / Town Center Plaza
2pm - PBR Meet & Greet / PBR Basecamp Tent in Town Center Plaza

4pm - Live Music / PBR Basecamp Tent in Town Center Plaza
7pm - 10th Annual Big Sky PBR Night 2 Bull Riding / Big Sky Events Arena
Following Bull Riding - Jason Boland & The Stragglers

SATURDAY, JULY 24 :

12-6pm - Big Sky PBR Basecamp Vendor Village Open / Town Center Plaza

2pm - PBR Meet & Greet / PBR Basecamp Tent in Town Center Plaza

4pm - Live Music / PBR Basecamp Tent in Town Center Plaza

7pm - 10th Annual Big Sky PBR Championship Night 3 Bull Riding / Big Sky Events Arena
Following Bull Riding - Robert Earl Keen

LIMITED TICKETS ON SALE

MARCH 1 -
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Montana’s mask mandate in doubt with incoming governor

BY MATT VOLZ

KAISER HEALTH NEWS

HELENA - Incoming Montana Gov.
Greg Gianforte signaled he won't
continue a statewide mask mandate

in place since July, though he said he
plans to wear a mask himself and get

vaccinated against COVID-19.

If Gianforte, a Republican, reverses
outgoing Democratic Gov. Steve
Bullock’s mask order, Montana
will be just the second state after
Mississippi to lift its mandate.
Thirty-eight states now have
statewide mandates.

“I trust Montanans with their health
and the health of their loved ones,”
Gianforte said in a recent interview
with Kaiser Health News. “The state
has a role in clearly communicating the
risks of who is most vulnerable, what
the potential consequences are, but
then I do trust Montanans to make
the right decisions for themselves and
their family.”

Greg Gianforte, who was since elected as
Montana’s next governor, discusses his plans
to loosen government-mandated pandemic
regulation at a campaign stop in Helena.
Gianforte recently signaled that when he takes
office in January, he will lift Montana’s mask
mandate. PHOTO BY HAZEL CRAMER

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention says masks help prevent transmission of COVID-19. At least one study has
found that states with mask requirements have had slower COVID growth rates
compared with those without mandates.

“We're going to encourage people to wear masks,” Gianforte said. “I'm personally going
to lead by example, wearing a mask in the Capitol.”

Montana is the only state where control of the governor’ office is changing parties as a
result of November’s election. Also, among the 11 governors being sworn in this January,
Gianforte will be the only one new to managing his state’s response to the pandemic.

Nine of the others are incumbents starting second terms. The 10th, Spencer Cox, is
Utah’s lieutenant governor in the current administration and has played a central role in

his state’s COVID response.

Montana alone will have wholly new leadership next year as states try to keep hospitals
from overflowing amid the surging virus, while adjusting to a new presidential
administration and executing vaccine distribution plans.

Gianforte doesn't plan to scrap everything the outgoing administration has done to
fight the pandemic. For example, he said he and Bullock are “on the same page” when it
comes to prioritizing distribution of the vaccine to health care workers and vulnerable
residents.

Gianforte also said he plans to take the vaccine when it’s his turn.

“When my name comes up on the list, I will raise my hand and I am going to get
vaccinated,” Gianforte said. “It’s very important that I lead by example because I think
this vaccine is a critical part of us getting back to normal.”

Gianforte, a businessman who sold his software company, RightNow Technologies,
to Oracle for $1.8 billion in 2011, has long coveted Montana’s governor’s office,
spending nearly $12 million of his personal fortune over four years and two
campaigns to win the seat.

He ran against Bullock and lost in 2016, then won Montana’s congressional seat in a
2017 special election infamous for Gianforte’s misdemeanor assault against a reporter
trying to ask him questions.

Gianforte won a second term in Congress in 2018 and defeated Bullock’s lieutenant
governor, Mike Cooney, by more than 12 percentage points in November’s election.

Gianforte will be the first Republican in the governor’s office in 16 years. Republican
lawmakers, who control the Montana Legislature, cheered Gianforte’s election and have
high expectations for the session that begins the day of his inauguration.

Republican lawmakers will likely seek budget cuts after unsuccessfully asking Bullock
to preemptively cut state spending during the pandemic. Bullock has said the state

is in good financial shape and that any decision to cut spending would be made for
ideological reasons, not out of necessity.

Gianforte has declined to indicate whether he plans to support spending cuts, saying
his incoming team is still reviewing BullocK’s proposed two-year budget. That budget
proposal includes spending increases to Medicaid, support for children and families,
senior and long-term care and treatment for addiction and mental disorders.

John Doran, vice president of external affairs for Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
Montana, said he hopes lawmakers spare health services used by at-risk residents if they
plan to reduce spending to balance the budget.

“These are critical services and the need for them has only increased since the start of
the pandemic,” Doran said.

The structure of Montana’s Medicaid expansion program could emerge as one of the
more contentious health issues this session. The federal and state health insurance
program for people with low incomes or disabilities extended eligibility to Montana
adults who make 138% of the federal poverty level in 2015, and it now enrolls more
than 90,000 low-income adults.

At least a half-dozen bill requests have been made by Republican lawmakers ahead

of the session to revise the Medicaid expansion program, alarming some health care
industry officials. Rich Rasmussen, president and CEO of the Montana Hospital
Association, said Medicaid expansion has helped small, rural hospitals maintain financial

stability, particularly during the COVID crisis.

“We will adamantly oppose any effort to dismantle the program,” Rasmussen said. “We
will share with lawmakers how devastating it will be to employers.”

Gianforte said he supports continuing Medicaid expansion but would be willing to
revise the program to increase safeguards against fraud. There hasn’t been evidence of
widespread fraud in the state’s Medicaid expansion program.

“If we let people sign up for it who are not qualified, the benefits may not be there
for the people who really need it,” he said. “So I am open to additional accountability

components.”

Gianforte also is expected to be drawn into a legislative debate about changing or
limiting the powers of county public health officials. Local conservative leaders and
business owners complain that many health officials have overstepped their authority
during the pandemic, while at least seven local health leaders have left their positions
amid complaints about a lack of support by some county leaders and law enforcement
officials in enforcing directives.

Republican Rep. David Bedey is proposing a measure that would require county
commissioners to ratify any decisions made by a local public health officer or panel. He
said his proposal isn't meant to take power away from public health officials, but rather
to shift the accountability of such decisions to elected officials.

“I do not wish to punish public health officials,” Bedey said. I think they need political

cover to do their jobs.”

Bedey’s proposal is one of a handful of bill requests seeking changes in the powers
of local health officials. Some health industry officials and lobbyists worry about any
infringement on the ability to respond to a public health emergency.

“Local governments are best equipped to make decisions about the health of their
communities,” said Amanda Cahill, the Montana government relations director for
the American Heart Association and American Stroke Association. “Public health
safeguards are more important than ever, and we hope that the ability of local decision-
makers to take protective action remains intact.”

KHN (Kaiser Health News) is a nonprofit news service covering health issues. It is an
editorially independent program of KFF (Kaiser Family Foundation), which is not affiliated
with Kaiser Permanente.
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Big Sky Resort opens Hangman’s to uphill travel

BY GABRIELLE GASSER

BIG SKY —The thermometer reads negative six degrees

at 6:30 a.m. on a clear morning in Big Sky. I stand by my
car and stuff my unwilling toes into ski boots alongside my
coworker and adventure pal, Mira Brody. Though we are
wondering what madness prodded us from our warm beds
this morning, soon we will witness Lone Mountain cloaked
in the glow of a Big Sky sunrise as we ascend the untouched
corduroy, and the cold, early morning will be more than
worth it.

In years past, Big Sky Resort has allowed uphill travel on
Andesite only while the lifts were spinning. This year the
resort is switching it up.

Hangman’s, a blue ski run at Big Sky Resort, is now open for uphill
travel in the mornings from 6 - 8 am. conditions permitting. PHOTO

For the first time ever, the resort has begun allowing uphill
travel, or alpine touring, in the morning, from 6-8 a.m.,
before the lifts begin running at 9 a.m.

BY GABRIELLE GASSER

“An early morning uphill route made perfect sense this season as folks are seeking more
socially distant outdoor activity,” said Troy Nedved, General Manager of Big Sky Resort. “So
far, the feedback has been overwhelmingly positive and we plan to continue this option in
future seasons.”

This policy change offers a new way to get your heartrate up before heading back inside
to work for the day. Though on the particular morning we chose to exercise our new
uphill travel privilege, type-two fun may have been a more apt descriptor.

After getting geared up in the parking lot at the resort, we head over to the base. A quick
interlude at Vista Hall provides my touring companion the chance to pour some boiling
water over her frozen bindings in order to thaw them for use.

WEe start by the bottom of Ramcharger lift on Andesite Mountain and head up the cat track.

Around us, lift operators set up the lift line mazes, and ski patrollers whiz by in red coats.

As we continue, the bustle fades, and we experience a moment of peace under the pre-dawn
indigo sky. My eyelashes and Mira’s hair freeze bestowing on us an ethereal aura.

a
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We gain elevation along with the sun and are able
to glimpse some stunning Alpenglow-infused
views. The freshly groomed corduroy provides
some great traction for our frozen skins.

After stopping to take many photos and make minor
gear adjustments, we call it quits halfway up. We are
tired, cold, and most importantly, Big Sky Resort asks
that all uphill travelers turn around at 8 a.m.

We transition from uphill to downhill mode
roughly halfway up the run, and of course, try to

capture the stunning sunrise.

The ski down is short but glorious. It is rare to have
the opportunity to claim a freshly groomed run
entirely to yourself.

In the future, it may be prudent to check the
thermometer and plan accordingly. The mercury may have slightly misled us that morning,
but the views and the turns were unparalleled.

Uphill access on Hangman’s ski run officially opened on Dec. 24,2020 and it is free with a
valid Big Sky Resort season pass or ticket media. Otherwise, skiers must purchase an uphill
access-only Sky Card for $5.

The resort strongly recommends that guests bring a headlamp since, once you leave the base
area, the trail is unlit. The only route available for uphill travel is Hangman’s on Andesite
Mountain. This trail was chosen since it is regularly groomed, slightly less steep than
Ambush, more fun than Pacifier, and, most importantly, it keeps guests out of avalanche
terrain.

“Opening Hangman’s to uphill travel in the mornings fills a gap for those looking to get
some skinning in without heading into the backcountry,” Stacie Mesuda, Public Relations
Manager at Big Sky Resort wrote in an email to EBS. “After a quick hour of uphill travel,
watching the morning alpenglow unfold on Lone Peak is breathtaking.”

The experience is breathtaking indeed, in more ways than one, and it is a great start to any

day. After we wheeze our way back to the car, Mira and I agree that the morning was a great
one, but next time, we will wait for some warmer temps.

DON PILOTTE, BROKER | 406.580.0155 | RANCHMT.COM
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BY TODD WILKINSON

If annus horribilis—the year otherwise known
as 2020—has taught us anything, it is that
modern Americans, in ways unprecedented,
have received a mass crash course in the
vagaries of contagious disease epidemiology.

And, if there is one singular take-home

message, it’s that when a deadly pathogen is

spreading, it’s incredibly unwise for host species
to be bunched up, for that is an important factor in determining whether
virulence of disease speeds up or slows down.

This is not a truism of maladies affecting just humans; it is a gospel for most
kinds of disease control, including diseases classified as epizootic diseases, i.e.
those that can spillover from animal species to human, and vice versa.

In early December, loud concern was voiced when it was confirmed that a
cow elk in Grand Teton National Park, near the invisible boundary of the
National Elk Refuge, had tested positive for Chronic Wasting Disease.

CWD, as it is known, is a cousin of Mad Cow Disease, the prion disease
that spread from cattle in the United Kingdom to humans. CWD afflicts
cervids, members of the deer family that in the Lower 48 includes elk, moose
and most prolifically, deer. In the Arctic, it also sickens reindeer/caribou.

While no cases of CWD being transmitted to people who eat contaminated
game meat have ever happened, that doesn't mean it won't happen, disease
experts say. And even if that doesn’t occur, CWD is still a dreaded plague, for

it is always fatal in deer species. There is no cure or vaccine.

CWD has been rapidly spreading through wild deer and elk populations

in the West and only a few years ago it reached herds in Montana, coming
from Wyoming, the Dakotas and the Canadian Prairie Provinces where it is
now endemic.

South of us in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem you will find the largest
complex of artificial feedlots for wild elk in the world. Between the federal
Elk Refuge and 22 feedgrounds operated by the state of Wyoming, more
than 20,000 are given alfalfa pellets or hay during the winter.

The net effect is that thousands of wapiti bunch up around those rations.
Outfitters and guides support feeding because it results in more elk staying
alive during the winter and more elk means better hunting opportunity

for clients. Ranchers also favor . R
tfeedgrounds because it keeps elk ' o rE

away from their private pastures
where they are feeding cattle.
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But many prominent experts in -
areas of wildlife management and
epidemiology say that feedgrounds,
with CWD now present, are setting
the famous public elk herds of

Greater Yellowstone up for disaster.

e —————

While CWD normally moves
slowly and devastatingly through
herds over time, feedgrounds are
likely to accelerate the spread of
disease, says Dr. Thomas Roffe, the
now-retired former chief of animal
health for all of the U.S. Fish and ,i
Wildlife Service, which operates [
the Elk Refuge. Roffe is an expert f
on CWD and for decades he and

others warned that feedgrounds are

More than 7,000 wild elk bunch up around artificial feed during winter at the National Elk Refuge in Jackson Hole. Could it hasten a super-spreader
event for the deadly and much-feared pathogen Chronic Wasting Disease? PHOTO COURTESY OF THE U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

CWD hits elk in Jackson Hole,
raises important questions

the worst possible wildlife management practice in the face of an advancing
ultra-lethal pathogen.

In some ways, it’s kind of akin to filling the pews of mega-churches with
devotees who remain there for four months without wearing masks, with

known COVID-19 carriers in their midst.

In response to the CWD-positive elk, neither the Elk Refuge nor Wyoming
Game and Fish say they have any plans of markedly altering their hay-
teeding regimens this winter. Instead they will engage in monitoring and
surveillance, testing animals that appear to be ill, or are struck by cars and
adding to a database of thousands of samples collected from hunters who
turned in heads of elk and deer for analysis.

This is what most of the two dozen states where CWD occurs normally

do to help determine if it is spreading, but no other state where CWD is
present clusters 20,000 animals together around feedgrounds; hence, that’s
why experts like Roffe and others fear CWD could take hold in ways much
deeper than normal and be carried more widely around the ecosystem when
wapiti migrate to summer ranges in the spring.

Also frightening is that many CWD carriers are initially asymptomatic
and, once infected, may not die for a couple of years. The infectious agents,
prions, are shed into the environment via saliva, feces, urine and bodily
tissues that stay in soils and can cause infection for several years.

As the widely respected veterinarian Dr. Roffe says, we are now in
uncharted territory. The federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
recommends that all game animals in CWD-endemic areas get their

meat tested and never to eat animals that are CWD-positive. If CWD
proliferates, it will bring a lot more tough questions relating to spread,
environmental contamination and possible risks for humans, other mammals
and livestock that currently are unaffected.

Among all of the big issues likely to shape the future of Greater Yellowstone,
the richest and most regional for large wild megafauna in America, this

will be one issue to watch closely. And, as always, the most important thing
necessary for public discussions going forward will be arming ourselves with
the best scientific facts—not mere hearsay or windshield biology.

Todd Wilkinson is the founder of Bozeman-based Mountain Journal and is a
correspondent for National Geographic. He's also the author of the book “Grizzlies
of Pilgrim Creek,” featuring photography by Thomas D. Mangelsen, about famous
Jackson Hole grizzly bear 399.
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BY DAVID TUCKER

EBS CONTRIBUTOR

It is, once again, that time of year. It is time to make—and hopefully keep—our New
Year’s Resolutions.

For those of us who spend time in the Gallatin River Watershed, keeping the river clean
and cold is as good a resolution as any, and there are so many ways you can be successful.

For starters, commit to water conservation in your home. Take advantage of the
Big Sky Water Conservation program to upgrade your water-using appliances to
more efficient models. The Gallatin River Task Force will pay you to replace your
showerheads, clothes washers and toilets, plus you will save hundreds of dollars on
your annual water bills.

Now that the Big Sky Water and Sewer District has moved to a tiered-rate model
for ratepayers, water savings at home will lead to big savings in the bank. The Big
Sky Water Conservation program also has outdoor options, and landscaping in the
summer accounts for seven times more water use than in the winter.

When we commit to using less water in our homes, we are keeping our groundwater
resources full. While it is true that we do not pipe water from the Gallatin River into
our homes to cook and clean with, we do pump water destined for the Gallatin up
out of the ground and into our faucets. Whether we are connected to the Water and
Sewer District or on individual wells, we withdraw water that is bound for the river
and use it in our homes. Some makes it back and bolsters the in-stream flow of the
Gallatin, but some does not.

Lower flows lead to warmer water temps, which can have adverse effects on aquatic
wildlife like fish and their main food source, macroinvertebrates like mayflies,
stoneflies and caddisflies. The next time you are running a half-empty dishwasher,
keep in mind that if you plan to match the hatch come summer, the flies will need

that water too. Upgrade your appliances, conserve water when possible and keep the
Gallatin blue-ribbon.

Gallatin River Resolutions

Once your appliances are upgraded, consider converting your grass lawn into a
trout-friendly landscape, restoring native flora that attract native fauna. These shrubs,
wildflowers and native grasses require much less watering once they are established,
making this another way to keep your water-saving resolution.

Native plants are drought-tolerant and well adapted to our semi-arid climate, plus
they do not require fertilizers that contain harmful nutrients like nitrogen and
phosphorous. When we use these fertilizers on our lawns and then irrigate, they are
transported to nearby creeks and streams, degrading water quality.

If you are lucky enough to live along a creek or own a business adjacent to a stream,
consider restoring and enhancing the riparian habitat on your property. Wetlands store
water naturally, releasing it slowly throughout the spring and summer so that there are
ample in-stream flows later in the season and early in the fall. This keeps fish happy
and healthy, keeping our recreation economy sustainable and resilient.

Now that you have committed to conservation in your home and restoration on
your property, consider endorsing the Montana Headwaters Legacy Act Wild and
Scenic Rivers legislation that was recently introduced by Sen. Jon Tester. The bill
includes 39 miles of the Gallatin and 18 miles of the Taylor Fork, along with other
iconic waterways in Montana, setting a standard for river protection and resource
conservation. The MHLA enjoys broad support across our great state, and a recent
University of Montana poll shows 80 percent of residents are in favor of more Wild
and Scenic rivers in Montana.

As you can see, there are many ways you can resolve to protect and conserve the
Gallatin. Do it because you enjoy fly fishing. Do it because you enjoy whitewater
rafting. Do it because the Gallatin sustains us and enables us to live in this special
place. Whatever your reason, you can feel good knowing you are doing your part to
guarantee a clean, cold Gallatin for future generations.

David Tucker is the communications manager for the Gallatin River Tusk Force.

PHOTO CREDIT: FRED MARMSATER

Right now, when you book three consecutive nights you will receive a fourth night FREE! Stay
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pow skis and boards, and get to winter at the Ghee! Deal ends January 31, 2021.
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A lesson in show science:

BY BELLA BUTLER

MONTANA - For those opting to forgo the ticket
reservation systems and limited pass availability of
southwest Montana’s ski resorts stricken by pandemic
reality, traveling through the backcountry may be the
preferable option. Recreation in uncontrolled terrain,
however, comes with its own set of risks.

In order to follow one of the most emphasized
axioms of the backcountry world, “Know Before

You Go,” having the proper avalanche education,
including a literacy in avalanche forecasts, is essential
to understanding and weighing risk when moving
through the backcountry.

“It’s really important to read the forecast because

the snowpack stability changes rapidly,” said Doug
Chabot, director of the Gallatin National Forest
Avalanche Center. “It can change day to day based on
snowfall, wind, the sun, temperatures. It’s really hard
to keep track of all that so we keep track of it for you.”

FOREST AVALANCHE CENTER

A common evil that can make a snowpack questionable throughout the entire season is
the ever-dreaded persistent weak layer. This is a component of the snowpack that is often
discussed in avalanche forecasting and is a warning that should be seriously heeded.

A safe snowpack for backcountry users is a stable snowpack, or one in which the layers
have bonded together to create a cohesive solid snowpack. A weak layer is a layer of
snow in the snowpack that can easily collapse and potentially set off a snow slide. A
persistent weak layer, Chabot says, is exactly what it sounds like: a weak layer that
persists to exist, sometimes throughout the whole season. This layer will continuously
fail to heal or properly bond with other layers in the snowpack. Weak layers are most
often caused by persistent and stagnant snow grain types, like facets, surface hoar and
depth hoar.

Facets form in a snowpack when there is a large temperature gradient, or a large
change in temperature throughout the snowpack. Facets, which feel like sugar in your

BOZEMAN HEALTH
BIG SKY MEDICAL CENTER

In Beehive Basin, a fractured slab of snow reveals where an avalanche slid,
exposing a weak layer. PHOTO COURTESY OF THE GALLATIN NATIONAL

Persistent weak layers

hands, are the formidable counterpart to rounded
snow crystals, which bond well and create a stable
snowpack.

Surface hoar are the beautiful feather-like ice
crystals that show up on the surface of the snow,
or sometimes even on your windshield. These
dangerously fragile crystals form in cold, clear
conditions. When buried, hoar can form a weak
layer that is hard to detect.

Depth hoar, another threatening grain, forms near
the base of the snowpack, when the combination of
the warm ground and cold clear conditions at the
surface creates a high temperature gradient.

Since November, the Gallatin National Forest
Avalanche Center has been reporting a persistent
weak layer that Chabot says formed from early
snow in October that sat unburied and exposed
to cold temperatures for enough time to create a
layer of facets.

“We will be talking about this weak layer for months. It does not go away quickly, and
it’s going to be a problem for a lot of the winter,” Chabot told EBS on Dec. 28. With a
slow start to the season, Chabot suspects riders, snowmobilers and skiers will be eager
to get into the backcountry as soon as a big storm rolls through and deposits an enticing
layer of powder. But stoke should be paired with caution, as the persistent weak layer
will be further buried but still dangerous.

To armor yourself against this layer, Chabot recommends a few things: read the forecast,
always bring a partner and rescue gear (that you both know how to use) and stay attuned
to signs of instability like breaking snow and “whoomfing” noises while traveling.

For more information on local avalanche safety and to access the avalanche forecast, visit
mtavalanche.com.

This article sourced information from a snow science curriculum created by Andrew E. Slaughter
from Montana State University and former Big Sky School District teacher Dave Neal.
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When water dries up, it can be deadly

BY PEPPER TRAIL

WRITERS ON THE RANGE

In Oregon, the Klamath Basin wildlife refuges
have fallen into their winter silence now. The huge,
clamorous flocks of geese that fill the sky during
migration have moved south.

This summer, a different silence gripped the

Basin—a dead silence. The 90,000 acres of marshes

and open water that make up the Lower Klamath

and Tule Lake national wildlife refuges are a small

remnant of vast wetlands that once filled this region
on the Oregon-California border.

With over 75 percent of those wetlands now converted to agriculture, the refuges are a
last precious oasis for nesting waterfowl and other marsh birds. For this oasis to burst
with life, it simply needs water. Sadly, nothing is simple about water in the Klamath
Basin. And this summer, that led to tragedy.

All the water in the Klamath Basin is promised to somebody—and almost every year,
far more is promised than is available. The “protected” wetlands of the national wildlife
refuges come last on the list and are chronically starved of water. In 2020, the situation
was so critical that the Bureau of Reclamation, which controls the water, released three
emergency allocations to the refuges, totaling 14,000 acre-feet. It was not enough, and
compared to the 147,000 acre-feet received by irrigators, barely a drop in the bucket.

The resulting stagnant pools were perfect breeding grounds for bacteria that produce
a botulism toxin deadly to birds (but harmless to humans). The toxin is taken up

by aquatic invertebrates that filter-feed on the bacteria, and then reaches fatal
concentrations in waterfowl and other birds that eat the invertebrates. Afflicted birds
lose muscle control. Unable to hold up their heads, poisoned ducks often drown in the
water that should have given them life.

The Klamath refuges regularly suffer outbreaks of avian botulism in late summer, when the
water is lowest. In a “normal” year, a few hundred birds might be brought in for treatment.

This summer, the outbreak was a conflagration. More than 3,000 poisoned birds were
treated by the rehabilitation organization Bird Ally X. They were the lucky ones.

Among rescued birds that survived the first 24 hours, over 80 percent could be released,
a testimony to the tireless work of volunteers, the support of conservation organizations

and the expertise of Bird Ally X staff.

But most poisoned birds never made it to treatment. Field surveyors at the refuge gathered
the bodies of about 20,000 dead birds, a number equivalent to the population of Klamath
Falls, the region’s largest city. The California Waterfowl Association estimates that at least
three times that many died—at least 60,000 dead birds. These were dead Mallards, with
their emerald-green heads; dead Northern Shovelers, with their comically enormous bills;
dead Northern Pintails, long-necked, long-tailed, and elegant.

A host of seemingly legitimate claims on the Klamath Basin’s water exist: farmers whose
roots in the region go back generations, tribes whose ties to endangered Klamath River
salmon and Klamath Lake suckers stretch to time immemorial.

But older than any human claim, any human “right,” are the rights of the wild. How
easily we forget that water is wild. We claim it, we fight over it, but we did not make
it. The water of the Klamath Basin created a world of overflowing abundance, of lakes
filled with suckers, a great river bursting with salmon, and also of marshlands filled
with ducks and grebes and ibis and egrets. Our use, our heedless overuse, has almost
destroyed that world.

There are glimmers of hope. The dams that choke the Klamath River may be finally
nearing removal, to the great benefit of salmon. Over $6 million was recently made
available to the wildlife refuges to lease additional water. But the comprehensive plan
needed to assure a supply of water sufficient to prevent a recurrence of 2020’s botulism
tragedy remains elusive.

In my mind’s eye, I see the 60,000 dead birds gathered in a great poisoned pile, a
pyramid of lost lives. The bodies are perfect and unmarked. The feathers are still
beautiful. If the masters of the Klamath Basin’s water, all the contending parties, could
be brought to stand before that awful sight, would they, I wonder, fall silent for a
moment? Would their dusty hearts soften? Can we, at least, agree that this must never

happen again?

Pepper Trail is a contributor to Writers on the Range, writersontherange.org, a nonprofit
dedicated to spurring lively conversation about the West. He is a conservation biologist and
writer in Ashland, Oregon.

BERKSHIRE

HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Montana Properties

JUST LISTED

7 MOOSE MEADOW LANE
SUMMIT VIEW SUBDIVISION
3900+ SF | 4BD +4.5 BA | $3,300,000
KATIE MORRISON 406.570.0096

TBD TALUS TRAIL
GALLATIN CANYON
21.82+ ACRES | PRIVACY & VIEWS | $599,000
DON PILOTTE 406.580.0155

TBD BEAVER CREEK WEST LOTS 23 & 24
GALLATIN CANYON
40+ ACRES | FORESTED LAND | $1,750,000
DON PILOTTE 406.580.0155

48 BIG SKY RESORT RD UNIT#206
MOUNTAIN VILLAGE

GREAT LOCATION | SKI-IN/SKI-OUT CONDO | $325,000
PETER MACKENZIE 406.2231159

BHHSMT.COM | 406.995.4060
55 LONE PEAK DRIVE, STE. 3
BIG SKY TOWN CENTER

©2020 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.




BIG SKY BUSINESS DIR

Bucks T-4
46625 Gallatin Road, Big Sky

(406) 5813337
buckst4.com

Corral Bar, Steakhouse & Motel
42895 Gallatin Road, Gallatin Gateway, MT 59730

(406) 995-4249
corralbar.com

Country Market

66 Market Place, Big Sky
(406) 995-4636
bigskygrocery.com

Lone Peak Brewery
48 Market Place, Big Sky

(406) 9953939
lonepeakbrewery.com

Olive B’s Big Sky Bistro
15 Center Lane, Big Sky

(406) 9953355
olivebsbigsky.com

PLAY

Boundary Expeditions
PO Box 161888, Big Sky
1-888-948-4337
boundaryexpeditions.com

Grand Targhee Resort
3300 E Skihill Rd, Alta, WY 83414

(307) 353-2300
grandtarghee.com

Lone Peak Performance and

Fitness
32 Market Place, Big Sky
(406) 995-4522 | lonepeakpt.com

OZssage
2 Market Place, Big Sky

(406) 995-7575
ozssage.com

Santosha Wellness Center
169 Snowy Mountain Circle, Big Sky

(406) 993-2510
santoshabigsky.com

Bucks T-4
46625 Gallatin Road, Big Sky

(406) 581-3337
buckst4.com

Architects Wife
23 W Babcock Street, Bozeman MT

(406) 577-2000
architectswife.com

Consignment Cabin
48025 #2 Gallatin Rd.

(406) 993-9333
stores.myresaleweb.com/consignment-cabin

Country Market
66 Market Place, Big Sky

(406) 995-4636
bigskygrocery.com

Gallatin Alpine Sports
169 Snowy Mountain Circle
(406) 995-2313
gallatinalpinesports.com

33 Lone Peak Drive, Big Sky
davepecunies.com

Shelly Bermont Fine Jewelry
32 Market Place Suite 2, Big Sky

(406) 9957833
shellybermont.com

Anderson Enterprises

(406) 995-2811
jimandersonenterprisesinc.com

55 Lone Peak Drive, Big Sky

(406) 995-4060
www.donsmontanaestates.com

87 Lone Peak Drive, Big Sky

(406) 9953670
bigskybuild.com

Big Sky Chamber of Commerce
55 Lone Mountain Trail, Big Sky

(406) 995-3000
bigskychamber.com

Big Sky Landscaping
PO Box 160273, Big Sky

(406) 995-2668
bsImt.com

Big Sky Print and Ship
235 Snowy Mtn Circle #2, Big Sky

(406) 9957884
qpbigsky.com

25 Town Center Ave, Big Sky

(406) 580-5891
bigsky.com

33 Lone Peak Drive, Big Sky

(406) 586-9629
bigskytowncenter.com

PAID ADVERTI

IF YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR BUSINESS OR ORGANIZATION INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTO




CTORY |

LIST YOUR BUSINESS HERE! SPACE IS LIMITED.

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING YOUR BUSINESS IN THIS DIRECTORY?
CONTACT SAM BROOKS AT SAM@THEOUTLAW PARTNERS.COM

MOUNTAIN
VILLAGE

Blue Ribbon Builders
145 Center Lane, Big Sky

(406)995-4579
blueribbonbuilders.com

334 Town Center Ave, Big Sky

(406) 9956995
bigskymedicalcenter.com

Elliott Interior Design
Big Sky, MT

(406) 5513995
lorielliott123@gmail.com

55 Lone Peak Dr, #A, Big Sky

(406) 993-3350
www.ourbank.com

Holmes Construction
(406) 581-9427

jimholmesconstruction@gmail.com

ING SECTION

WESTFORK e
MEADOWS 7=

11 Lone Peak Drive #2071, Big Sky

(406) 995-2404
Ikrealestate.com

LTD Real Estate
81 Snowy Mountain Circle, Big Sky

(406) 995-2800
[tdrealestate.com

11 Lone Peak Drive, Big Sky
naturalretreats.com

888-451-0156 0or 406-995-4148

On Site Management
1283 N 14th Ave #101, Bozeman
(406) 586-1500
onsitemanagement.com

47 Town Center Avenue C-1 Big Sky, MT

(406) 586-5593
savinc.net

CANYON

Upgrade Option #1
111 Address Rd, Big Sky

(406) 995-xxxx
yourwebsite.com

Upgrade Option #2
111 Address Rd, Big Sky

(406) 995-xxxx
yourwebsite.com

RY, CONTACT SAM BROOKS AT (406) 995-2055 OR SAM@THEOUTLAWPARTNERS.COM
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Oh the Fountain of Youth! How much and often to drink it?

BY SAM VAN DE VELDE

EBS CONTRIBUTOR

In the U.S,, it is no surprise that cardiovascular disease is the leading
cause of death. More specifically, low cardiorespiratory fitness is the
leading factor to all-cause mortality. According to epidemiological study
of 66,000 individuals, those who were the least aerobically fit were at
the highest risk of death. The individuals who did not consistently
maintain cardiac fitness were more at risk than individuals who have
diabetes, obesity and smoke combined. Therefore, if you can't get
someone to quit smoking, control diabetes or weight, the best solution
is to at least increase their cardiorespiratory fitness.

If exercise was a medication it would be liquid gold, and as an exercise
physiologist I should be rich!

Generic Name: Physical Activity

Other Brand Names: Jogging, hiking, skiing, swimming, biking,
running, tennis, soccer, basketball, water aerobics, dancing ... the list
goes on.Dosage: See an exercise professional to see what exercise
prescription is right for you.

Common Side Effects: Decreased blood pressure, decreased depression,
improved lipid profile, better sleep, lower blood sugar, weight loss,
increased energy, increased self-esteem, increased mental focus,
increased longevity, decreased injury rates, better balance etc.

In Big Sky, there is no shortage of access to the fountain of youth that
is exercise. Big Sky holds world class skiing, biking, hiking, Nordic trails
and a culture of active lifestyles. However, with the massive surge of
popularity in endurance sports and ultra-distance events, we are seeing
the dangerous side effects of getting the dosage wrong on the other end
of the spectrum.

FEATURED ITEM

EXECUTIVE BROWN TROUT DESK

MUST SEE, ONE OF A KIND CRAFTSMANSHIP.
CALL OR STOP IN FOR PRICING

CLOTHING FURNITURE

ARTWORK KITCHEN

SPORTING DINING

BED AND BATH

LIGHTING ANTIQUES

FIND YOUR TREASURES HERE

CALL KERRI AND KEVIN FABOZZ! 406-993-9333 w
OPEN 6 DAYS/WEEK &) ¥
LOCATED IN BIG SKY, MT
IN THE BIG HORN SHOPPING CENTER

Training and racing at high levels of intensity and volume can elicit a
high-performance response now whilst also producing cardiac toxicity
which could negatively impact health later. An exercise physiologist can
understand your unique physiology following metabolic testing, known
as a Lactate & Vo2max test, and design a training plan and guidance
on how to properly signal and stress adaptations to the cardiovascular
system to improve your biking, hiking, skiing and mountaineering
performance throughout your lifespan.

Preventing cardiac toxicity through endurance endeavors becomes
crucial for athletes around their mid 30s and on deep into the masters
category of athlete exerciser. Not only will this athlete now improve
their race efforts year in year out but will also be preserving longevity in
the same course.

Whether you are a competitive athlete, a recreational exerciser, or have
cardiovascular disease, the exercise dosage (intensity, frequency, duration,
type) needs to be tailored to your unique physiology for optimal sports
performance, health and longevity. We can have all three with the insight
to performance and metabolic testing, and then tailoring training unique
to your physiology to perform better and live longer.

The Services Sam Offers — Endurance Coaching. Performance Testing.
Sport Specific Strength Training. Cardiac Disease Prevention.

Sam Van de Velde is a Msc. Exercise Physiologist at Lone Peak Performance.
Sam received his Master’s degree in High Altitude Exercise Physiology at
Western Colorado University and has coached collegiate cross country and
track, mountain biking, big mountain snowboarding and most recently
was supervisor of a cardiac rebabilitation program in Salida, Colorado, and
an adjunct professor at Colorado Mountain College in Human Nutrition,
Wellness and Performance.
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Dropping in on 2021

BY DAN EGAN

EBS SKI COLUMNIST

The freedom found in skiing and snowboarding is

instant and rewarding. From the moment you point

yourself downhill, gravity takes over and going with the

flow often is the best decision. I often say, “don’t let a

bad turn contaminate the next good one.” With that

in mind, goal setting in 2021 will not be hard—the

challenge will be to not drag 2020 forward to muddle the

new year. My plan is to start small and work up to the

big stuff.
PHOTO BY KATHRYN
COSTELLO PHOTOGRAPHY It is here in the mountains surrounded by kindred spirits
that I find my energy. When I ride up the lift and watch
people gliding down the slope, something inside of me recognizes the connection others
are having to this energy and I sit in anticipation of it. Then at the top, I'm released, and
I push off joining this force, anchored in gravitational pull. My eyes search out the fall
line, and with a deep breath I exhale in the first turn and enter into it free of the past.

The world is forgotten—I'm at peace. So simple, so fun and so rewarding.

In talking to skiers and riders about the new year, people often tell me about their
aspirations. They have purchased new gear, gotten in better shape, been praying for
snow and are committed to new challenges, large and small. Some are going to take a
lesson; others go with a guide and take a risk. Often there is a “bucket list” of runs and
routes they hope to “check off.” These conversations are exciting, contagious and are easy
to feed off of.

Then I ask them, “what is holding you back from doing these amazing things?” The
answers tend to go across the board: “limited time,” “someone to go with,” “lack of
experience,” “conditions haven't been right,” “recovering from an injury,” “last time I
tried I fell,” or “someone told me, I'm not ready.” To sum it up in general terms, it is the
“I can'ts” and the “ya-buts” that keep us from accomplishing goals and these are tied to
some sort of foundational fear anchored in the past.

I've never had such a list, yet I've gone to some amazing locations, stood on many a
mountaintop, gazed at the surrounding beauty and dropped down some jaw-dropping
routes. Over the years I've found that to find a way, you have to enter into the way—as
the old Chinese saying goes, “A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.”
This saying always says to me, move forward, free of the past. The pace is not important
here, moving towards the future is. With each pole plant, turn and run, I move away

PHOTO BY WARREN MILLER ENTERTAINMENT “FUTURE RETRO”

from the “ya-buts” and the “I can’ts” and enter into the way of doing connected to the
belonging of the gravitational pull towards the future.

2021 will prove to be a fresh canvas, full of possibilities and it will be fueled by how we
see it and what we attach ourselves to. 2020 was a season of change. The worldwide
pandemic connects us to each other consciously and subconsciously. This connection has
led to community service, compassion and empathy while incorporating a new concept
of social distancing, while masking our expressions. For me that has been the hardest
part, not seeing facial expressions. I miss giving and receiving a smile.

My resolutions this year will be tied to expressing my emotions and thoughts. I'm
going to use each run to shake oft the confusion of 2020 and embrace the potential of
2021 focused on family, friends and people I encounter along the way. My plan is to set
the intention of showing my appreciation for others, share a socially distanced facial
expression and move forward, one turn, one pole plant, one run at a time and embrace
where the journey takes me.

Extreme Skiing Pioneer, Dan Fgan coaches and teaches at Big Sky Resort during the winter.
His steep camps run Feb. 25-27, March 4-6 and March 11-13. His newest book, “Thirty
Years in a White Haze” will be released in February. Check out www. White-Haze.com for
pre-orders and autographed copies.

Big Sky Ski Team U19s compete in Jackson

BY LUKE KIRCHMAYR

JACKSON, WYOMING - On Dec. 17-20, U19s from the Big Sky Ski Team went to
Jackson, Wyoming to compete in the first International Ski Federation (FIS) race of
the season. In an attempt to avoid transmission of COVID-19, race organizers split the
field in two with the men racing on Dec. 17 and 18 and the women racing on Dec. 19
and 20. The race consisted of four slaloms for both genders with two races a day.

With competitive opponents and late starting positions, the Big Sky racers faced many
challenges. Despite adverse conditions, many of the racers finished their runs and scored
many necessary FIS points. For some of the athletes, this event was their first FIS race.
Although the conditions were toughest for the new racers, they were still able to excel and
score good FIS points, allowing them to get a better starting position at their next race.

“Jackson Hole was an inspiring and humbling experience,” said Kjetil Hassman, a first-

year FIS racer from the Big Sky Ski Team. “It was great to compete against some of the
best ski racers in the West. I was fortunate to be there and I'm excited to return.”

Members of the Big Sky Ski team gather at the base of Snow King resort. PHOTO BY LUKE KIRCHMAYR

Results from the Dec. 17-20 races are as follows:

Dec.17,2020: U19 Men
Race 1 Slalom
53. Kirchmayr, Luke (1.58.04)

Race 2 Slalom

38. Beaty, Ryan (1.50.14)

39. Kirchmayr, Luke (1.50.18)
51. Hassman, Kjetil (2.03.37)

Dec. 18,2020: U19 Men
Race 1 Slalom

40. Kirchmayr, Luke (1.49.44)
45. Hassman, Kjetil (1.55.84)

Race 2 Slalom
51. Kirchmayr, Luke (1.51.20)
55. Hassman, Kjetil (1.54.58)

Dec. 19,2020: U19 Women
Race 1 Slalom
63. Johnson, Winter (2.18.22)

Race 2 Slalom
51. Johnson, Winter (2.06.79)

Dec. 20,2020: U19 Women
Race 1 Slalom

55. Davis, Hillary (2.07.45)
57.Johnson, Winter (2.08.05)

Race 2 Slalom
49. Davis, Hillary (2.04.50)
50. Johnson, Winter (2.05.27)
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Teammates for life

The Wilson sisters reflect on their bond on and off the field of play

BY BRANDON WALKER

BIG SKY —The Wilson sisters, Sara, 17, and Carly, 16, both ready themselves
tor the Lady Big Horns contest versus Shields Valley. Sara is forced to watch the
game from the sidelines due to a previously sustained injury that continues to
hold her out of action, meanwhile Carly will soon step on the court for a game
she and her sister won't soon forget.

The game on the evening of Jan. 31, 2020 pits the Lone Peak High School
varsity girls basketball team against the visiting Rebels in the latter stages of the
2019-2020 basketball season. Much to the delight of the hometown crowd, the
game is closely contested throughout the first three quarters of play and even
late into the fourth.

As the seconds wind down in the final quarter, Carly, or “Car” as she’s referred
to by her teammates, finds herself streaking down the court on a breakaway,
closely trailed by a Rebel defender. The air is thick with tension—the Lady Big
Horns are down by only one point. If Carly executes the layup, they’ll have a

shot at winning the game.

With roughly eight seconds to play Carly gathers the outlet pass and calmly avoids
the defender as she lays the ball into the basket, giving LPHS a one point lead of
their own and sending the Lady Big Horn faithful into a frenzy. Lone Peak went on

to win the game following a defensive stop on the ensuing possession.

“I think we ... won [at] the last second because one of our teammates had a
block and she had an amazing layup right at the end which won the game for us
and just after that game I was so happy and proud,” Sara said, offering kudos to
her little sister.

Growing up in the community of Big Sky, Sara and Carly have shared the
soccer field and basketball court together many times, creating memories like
this one along the way.

“We have a lot of memories from playing together and I think we've gotten
really close because of sports, because ... so much time is spent on the field
[together],” Sara said.

Their experience as teammates is not one that all siblings have the opportunity
to share as uncontrollable factors, such as age disparities and school size, may
sometimes prevent this opportunity from becoming a reality.

“T'd say because Carly and I are sisters we have pretty good chemistry together,”
Sara said. “So like, we can usually find each other on the field in both sports and
kind of rely on each other.”

This testament is echoed by their mother, Vanessa Wilson: “They can find each
other really well it seems like,” she said. “They’re aware of where each other is at
and what strengths they have. I think they kind of know how to utilize that.”

While participating in any athletic endeavor with a family member can be a
memorable experience, it is not without its challenges, according to Vanessa. “I
think the more you're with anyone, the more you realize you have to figure out
how to keep the relationship going because sports does put a lot of strain on a
relationship,” she said.

Vanessa tried to guide the siblings toward different athletic activities during
their childhood, in hopes of avoiding sibling conflicts. But ultimately, Sara and
Carly shared an unwavering passion for soccer and basketball.

“... As a mom you know you worry that one would always be really good and
the other one would always be in the shadow, but honestly they kind of take
turns,” Vanessa said. “One will have a great game, the other one won't and then
the next time, Carly will have a great game and Sara won't, so, it’s worked out

pretty well.”

Even when they weren't wearing the same uniform, Carly remembers eagerly
wanting to. As a fourth grader, she recalls experiencing the excitement from the
stands as Sara’s fifth grade basketball team participated in a tournament.

“I remember they went really far in that tournament and got a trophy,” she said.
“...T'was there along [for] the entire thing and I just could not wait to play the
next year, like it was such torture for me to go everywhere with my sister and
watch them play and not be able to play with them.”

Siblings Carly (left) and Sara (right) Wilson have had the unique opportunity to participate in
athletics as teammates while growing up in Big Sky. PHOTO COURTESY OF VANESSA WILSON

While their favorite sports vary—Sara prefers soccer and Carly favors
basketball—they both agree that they turn their competitiveness up a notch when
competing against each other in a practice setting.

As basketball season begins, Carly reflected on a play that was named after her
and her sister from last basketball season: “So they had this cut that we'd go in and
pop out and grab the ball and they called it the “Wilson sister cut” because they
wanted us both to do it,” she said. “I just thought that was funny and that was
what it was called the rest of the year.”

The Wilson sisters, who also have a younger brother, enjoy riding together to
and from practices and games and more importantly their relationship as siblings
affords them the ability to openly reflect and share thoughts with one another.

“... At the end of each game, and practice, we talk about what happened and we
can be pretty honest and we can be brutal to each other,” Sara said. “Like, ‘how did
I play,’ you know, and Carly will tell me what she honestly thinks and I think that

that would be weird to not have next year.”

Vanessa compares Sara and Carly’s relationship to that of twins, typically
referring to them in tandem as “the girls” and remarking that they even
sometimes receive the same Christmas gifts and open them simultaneously. She
described Carly as more competitive while Sara is more relaxed, producing a
sort of yin and yang balance.

“...They’ve had their sibling rivalries but ... they’ve always just found a playmate

in each other or just [a] friend or somebody to hang out with,” Vanessa said.

The sisters’bond runs much deeper than simply that of teammates on an athletic
field. Sara and Carly carve out a day each week to eat their lunch together and
even participate in the same school clubs such as National Honor Society, Interact
club, band and performing arts.

At home they enjoy watching television shows with each other, including “The
Bachelor” and spending time with one another while in the company of friends.
But while they share a large portion of their daily routines, the pair also find time
for themselves, according to their mom.

Sara is now a senior at LPHS and beginning her final school sponsored athletics
season alongside her younger sister. She plans to attend Northern Arizona
University in the fall and recognizes it will be an adjustment from what she’s
accustomed to.

“It’s not just my sister, I've got a close bond with my family and even just school
and my friends,” she said. “So I'm going to be probably pretty upset the first
semester, missing home.” The pair both nodded in agreement when asked if they
plan to visit each other when Sara leaves in the fall.

With the COVID-19 pandemic ongoing, Carly, a junior, is hopeful that her sister
will get the opportunity to participate in her final basketball season. The 2020-
2021 basketball season may be the parting act for the “Wilson sister cut,” but the
girls will always have their memories as teammates to reflect on and a bond that
will last a lifetime.
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Yellowstone National Park
- One colony may support 2—14
beavers that are usually related. Six

is considered average

- YNP’s beavers escaped most of the
trapping that occurred in the 1800s
due to the region’s inaccessibility

Unregulated trapping, deforestation, and destruction of dams due to CHEERS TO A NEW YEAR!
unwanted flooding have continued to affect the beaver population.

PINKYGS.COM

Paid for by the animals in your backyard.

OLssage Therapeutic Spa

- >3

A Massages, Body Treatments & Facials

Looking after Big Sky for 20 years

Your safety is our main concern,
please visit our website to view all
we are doing!

Booking on line or call
Tuesday - Saturday
32 Market Place, Big Sky

406-995-7575 www.0ozssage.com




30 Jon.1-14,2021

Explore Big Sky

BY LINDA ARNOLD

EBS CONTRIBUTOR
The New Year is always my favorite time of year. 365
delicious days, 52 wonderful weeks and 12 magnificent

months!

2021 has even more significance following our

unprecedented experiences in 2020. Whew—what a year.

We're still in the throes of the COVID-19 pandemic,
with some of the largest numbers of cases and deaths now taking place, and there
have been devastating consequences with the loss of human lives, job layoffs and the
closing of businesses.

A Shot in the Arm

Vaccines are arriving for the COVID-19 virus, and that’s encouraging news.
Unfortunately, they did not arrive soon enough for those who lost their lives—or those
of you who lost relatives or friends.

I'm sure we all wonder what 2021 will be like. While there are many things that are still
out of your control, your perspective has a lot to do with the way you’ll see things.

What Lens Are You Looking Through?

The lens you choose has everything to do with how you view your world:

Awareness — Pay attention to the information you take in.

Negativity — Think about setting some healthy boundaries on the amount of negativity
you allow into your life, from friends, relatives, colleagues or the media.

Personalizing — When something bad occurs, do you automatically blame yourself?
Catastrophizing — Do you usually anticipate the worst?

Polarizing — Do you see things only as good or bad — or black or white?

Showing Up
How will you show up in 2021? Being present, or stuck in the past? Being grateful, or
worrying about the future?

No question, your world has been rocked, and your way of life has changed dramatically.
So, be sure to give yourself some credit.

132 S.Outlook Loop

BIGSKYREALESTATE.COM

A clean slate, yours to create

Where Do We Go from Here?

Bill Gates says it will be 2022 before things start to get back to “normal.” I'm more
optimistic. I'm sure he’s taking in the global impact, while I'm focusing more on our
everyday lives in our communities.

We've learned to live with uncertainty. That’s one of the toughest scenarios to endure.
We like to plan and organize, and we had to “wing it” for much of the past year.
My key word for 2020 is adapt. We've had to do it time and time again. Even if we

haven't become adept!

Heart Space
While I'm all for positive thinking, I realize the value in genuinely feeling our feelings.
Give yourself permission to do just that.

It’s the contrasts in our lives that weave the rich tapestries. And paying attention to
those heart space moments.

You probably have them more than you think: when your dog or cat greets you with
unconditional love, when you're permitted by a fellow motorist to switch lanes or you

get a “thank you” email. They have everything to do with the quality of your life.

Happiness, Joy and Contentment

This is a perfect time to ponder one of my favorite themes: variations on happiness,
contentment and joy. To me, joy is more of an episode, while happiness and contentment
signify ongoing states of well-being.

One of my favorite quotes from an old movie says it all: “I'm content with where I've
been, and I'm proud of who I am.”

Here’s a little mantra I composed that may give you some perspective for 2021:
Peace on Earth

Is a lofty goal.

But inner peace

Is in my control.

2020 Linda Arnold Life 101, all rights reserved. Linda Arnold, M.A., M.B.A., is a
syndicated columnist, psychological counselor and founder of a multistate marketing company.
Reader comments are welcome at linda@lindaarnold.org For information on her books, go
to www.lindaarnold.org or amazon.com

MLS # 350883 | BED + 3 BATH | 2,905 +/- SQ. FT. | $3,150,000
SKI-IN/SKI-OUT | HIGHLANDS NEIGHBORHOOD | SPANISH PEAKS MOUNTAIN CLUB

Let's Make It Happen.

“While Big Sky inventory is low, we've teamed
up to help you find what you're looking for”

Matt Zaremba
Sales Associate
matt@bigsky.com
406.580.6134

Allen Potts

Sales Associate
allen@bigsky.com
406.451.12083

ALL INFORMATION PROVIDED IS DEEMED RELIABLE BUT IS NOT GUARANTEED AND SHOULD BE INDEPENDENTLY VERIFIED. INFORMATION AND DEPICTIONS ARE SUBJECT TO ERRORS, OMISSIONS, PRIOR SALES, PRICE CHANGES OR WITHDRAWAL WITHOUT NOTICE. NO GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY
HAS JUDGED THE MERITS OR VALUE, IF ANY, OF THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS ADVERTISEMENT OR ANY REAL ESTATE DESCRIBED OR DEPICTED HEREIN. THIS MATERIAL SHALL NOT CONSTITUTE AN OFFER TO SELL IN ANY STATE OR OTHER JURISDICTION WHERE PRIOR REGISTRATION
IS REQUIRED OR WHERE SUCH AN OFFER WOULD BE PROHIBITED, AND THIS SHALL NOT CONSTITUTE A SOLICITATION IF YOU ARE WORKING WITH ANOTHER REAL ESTATE AGENT. NOTHING HEREIN SHALL BE CONSTRUED AS LEGAL, TAX, ACCOUNTING, OR OTHER PROFESSIONAL ADVICE.




THE GALLATIN ICE ANNUAL
ADVERTISING AND SPONSORSHIP
DRIVE FOR THE 2020-2021 SEASON!

LOCATED AT 235 SNOWY MOUNTAIN CIRCLE
We pack. We print. We get ship done.

REACH OVER 150K VIEWERS.

Big Sky @ ZAMBONI SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE!
//N\ PEAK CREATIVE
st o DESIGNS This is the most prominent and sought
PRINT & SHIP after advertising at the rink.
Sa/es@f;;esr;zi’ll{:;ndsmp peakcreal:;:/:';vsl,li::g):mail.com
(406) 995-7884 (406) 581-4997

® Graphic Design ® Envelopes ® Post Cards ® Menus
® B+W & Color Copies ® Rack Cards ® [ aminating ® Bulk Mailing
® Business Cards ® Brochures ® Posters ® and MORE!

Whatever you set your mind to. We do it all!

PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

EXPERIENGE IN-PERSON

OTHER ADVERTISING OPTIONS INCLUDE:

Banners, Dashers, Pucks, Tshirts,
Penalty Box Glass, Tournaments,
Teams, and Much More!

B I ﬁ SKY Contact Jeff Moore for pricing and details
Jmoore@gallatinice.org

LAUGH FEST s+ 406-223-5885

JANUARY 8/9, 5:30PM & 8PM

GET TICKETS AT:

THE BIG SKY
REAL ESTATE CO.




BIG SKY
IDEAS FESTIVAL

JANUARY 27-30 | BIG SKY, MT

CATHY WHITLOCK JOSH MCCAIN DAVID LEUSCHEN ~ LANE LAMEROUX

TEDXBigSky v

x=independently
organized TED event

srunom; s ANAKENING

View speakers, ticket and livestream details
at TEDxBigSky.com

GoPlPro LM| ELEMENTAL
- 1 I | NT| LABS

JERECO
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BY GABRIELLE GASSER

BIG SKY — From a cattle grazing operation to three high profile mountain clubs, Don
Pilotte of Berkshire Hathaway has seen Big Sky grow through many phases.

When he originally moved out to Bozeman, Pilotte would come up to Big Sky and
see cattle grazing in the meadow area. He watched Big Sky Resort open in 1972, and
subsequently was involved in the creation of Moonlight Basin as one of the property’s
original listing brokers.

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Montana Properties is Montana’s premiere full
service real estate company, and it is the highest-ranked real estate company in the state
of Montana for annual sales.

Berkshire Hathaway, operated by Mike Basile and Dan Ermatinger, is now the largest
real estate company in Montana with offices in 17 different towns. The company has
gone through several name iterations but Pilotte explained that the basic company has
been the same since about the early 1970s. Since rebranding with Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices, the company has opened offices in Livingston, Helena, Butte and
Bigfork and now has nearly 275 agents across the state.

The Big Sky office opened in the early ‘90s and Pilotte started working in Big Sky at
that point. Originally, he explained, he was a one-man show at the office, which has
now grown to an eight-person agent team with a much larger management team.

Explore Big Sky sat down with Pilotte, a broker with the Big Sky firm, to talk about the
history and growth of Berkshire Hathaway over the years.

Explore Big Sky: How do the Montana offices fit into the larger network of offices?

Don Pilotte: “We all are part of a franchise which provides a compendium of services
like brochures, a lot of industry research and support, and they provide a lot of
additional advertising exposure. We have international exposure for properties that we
list due to the Berkshire franchise. Within the company, we have a farm ranch division,
a commercial division, a luxury division, and then general real estate.”

“We have a group that started partially out of COVID-19, composed of Berkshire
offices in the western resorts. We tried to have regular telephone calls between Sun
Valley, Park City, Jackson Hole, Big Sky, and Tahoe, Crested Butte, Vale, etc. We try to
get on the phone once a month and have a Zoom meeting and talk about what is going
on in the various markets. If we see something, developing in one market, perhaps,
hypothetically something going on in Colorado or Utah, it might be the beginning of a
trend.”

EBS: How has Berkshire Hathaway grown with Big Sky?

DP: “We have two offices in Bozeman and we have an office in Big Sky, and the
numbers of associates have raised over the years. The Bozeman and Big Sky area was
a much smaller place 20 years ago. One of the things that has really changed a lot, and
this is partially COVID-related, is that at one point, basically everybody worked just
exclusively in the office ... We’re now seeing a lot of people who are working remotely
... Technology has probably been the biggest change that’s allowed more flexibility in
the offices and allowed companies to do a much better job communicating with their
buyers and sellers or people just generally interested in real estate.”

Don Pilotte has worked at the Big Sky office of Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Montana
Properties, the largest real estate company in Montana, since the early ‘9os. PHOTO COURTESY
OF DON PILOTTE

EBS: How has Berkshire Hathaway adapted during the pandemic?

DP: “We have essentially canceled staff meetings, we're Zooming. One of the things
the franchise allows us to do is they develop sales templates, sales materials, that you can
customize. If you are marketing a luxury house, you can go to that home, shoot pictures,
send those into Berkshire’s resource center, a brochure is designed, it’s sent to a printer,
and in one to two days a finished brochure is at your door, waiting to be given out as
collateral to either buyers or sellers.”

EBS: Why is Berkshire Hathaway consistently ranked as the No. 1 brokerage in Montana?
DP: “It’s due to the size of the company. We're in 16 different towns, all across the
state. We have a variety of services, we can easily make brochures, we can put together
collateral material out of standard formats that are developed on the corporate level.
We have a tremendous support staff. I cannot impress upon people how important
that support staft is, we have a full-time graphic artist within the company. We have
probably the greatest number of support staff of any company in the state. We've got
one specialist who basically just does ad placement, we’ve got another specialist who is
working on internet, making sure that the websites are functioning. We have individuals
who are experts in proofreading and putting together brochures. ... If we need a map
done, that may be a map that shows a subdivision, shows which parcels are for sale,
which parcels are currently available, which parcels were maybe pending sales, full-time
graphic artists can put that together in a very quick response time.”

EBS: What’s the best business advice you have ever received?

DP: “The best business advice that I've ever received was from a longtime business
partner. We were looking at some raw, vacant land, and the advice was ‘let the land tell
you what to do. That’s sage advice. You're looking at doing something, study that piece
of ground, let it tell you what to do, and it’ll all work out for the best.”




Ice Dams? Water Leaks? Smoke Damage?
We've Got You Covered and
We'll Exceed Your Expectations

robert.kerdasha@assuredpartners.com
assuredpartners.com
406.640.0375

When trusting your home to a property manager, good enough just won’t do.
At Two Pines we are committed to delivering a best-in-class experience to each

and every customer because we know just how important your home is to you.
As a locally-owned business, we take time to get to know you and your property

- care needs, and take pride in providing only the best in customized services
and support. We're available 24/7, 365 and we go the extra mile to ensure your

experience is always convenient, dependable and stress-free. You might be
- tempted to settle for pretty good. But for total peace of mind, pretty good isn't
enough. Get to know us and see just how good it feels to work with the BEST.

(AGAIN) DISCOVER THE BEST WAY TO MANAGE YOUR PROPERTIES.

#1 PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMPANY

VOTED BY THE READERS OF EXPLORE BIG SKY BACK-TO-BACK YEARS (2019 & 2020)

99 Lone Peak Drive
Big Sky, Montana 59716
406-995-2299

info@twopines.com P H [] P E H '|- | E S
VACATION HOME PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES
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WMPAC presents: acclaimed pianist, weatherized piano, ski

trails, sunset

‘In a Landscape’ takes the performing arts outdoors

BY MIRA BRODY

BIG SKY — The attendees of the Warren Miller
Performing Arts Center’s “In a Landscape”
performance on Dec. 27 and 28 were not seated but
rather walking, snowshoeing and cross-country skiing.
Most were actually too far to hear the music clearly
from its source: the Big Sky Resort golf course’s driving
range, where it resonated from a 1912 nine-foot
Steinway piano on a flatbed platform. At its helm, in
metallic futuristic-looking gloves that allow his hands
dexterity in the below-freezing temperatures is award-
winning concert pianist Hunter Noack.

His performance, broadcasted via Bluetooth headphones,
is part of a series in its sixth year called Classical Music
in the Wild, founded by Noack with the mission of
bringing classical music into the wilderness so that

the experience of listening to it can be enjoyed—and
enhanced—by the surrounding landscape.

“We are so excited to be here and just so grateful to

John [Zirkle] and the Warren Miller Performing Arts

Center for taking a chance and for hosting us and making us feel so
welcome,” said Noack between sets. “As I overheard John (WMPAC’s
executive director) say yesterday, there are a million things that could
have gone wrong, so it’s sort of a miracle that this is working.”

The “million things” included transporting the piano via snowcat
onto the golf course, creating the 1,000-yard labyrinth of groomed
ski trails, made possible by Lone Mountain Ranch, and putting on
three different shows, one of which was at 8 p.m. by the light of a
nearly full moon. Just as the pianist wore warm gloves in the outdoor
concert, the Steinway has enhancements of it’s own that make it more
resistant to humidity and temperature changes.

Although it was his first time performing in Montana, Lone
Mountain and its neighbors in the Madison Range felt like a natural
backdrop. Since 2016, “In a Landscape” has performed 83 concerts in

On Dec. 27 and 28 the Warren Miller Performing Arts Center presented In a Landscape which featured a nine foot Steinway
piano, acclaimed pianist Hunter Noack and 1,000 yards of groomed cross-country ski trails. PHOTO BY MIRA BRODY

Pianist Hunter Noack performs Clair de Lune by Claude Debussy in the presence of Lone Mountain as the sun sets.
PHOTO BY MIRA BRODY

72 different locations including Oregon, Washington and California
and has been critically acclaimed by media outlets including CBS

This Morning, the LA Times, PBS and TED.

Before the conclusion of the show, Zirkle, the executive director of
WMPAC, spoke of how WMPAC had adapted the theater’s winter
lineup to COVID-19, including an enhanced air filtration system,
shorter shows, requiring masks indoors, limited and spaced seating
and by offering virtual shows for those who feel safer viewing with
their families from home.

“If you have the opportunity to support artists, wherever your
community is, whether that’s Big Sky or somewhere out there, we
encourage you to please do that,” Zirkle said on stage. “Remember,
more than 50 percent of artists are out of work right now. This is an
incredibly difficult year, and artists are going to be some of the people
who come back last, way after the vaccine is distributed, so thank you
in advance for any support that you can provide.”

WMPAC’s next performance, and first of the new
year, is the Big Sky Laugh Fest on Jan. 8 and 9
featuring three acclaimed stand-up artists, Sara

Schaefer, Brian Simpson and Adam Cayton-
Holland.

Just as WMPAC explores new avenues for keeping
the arts alive and accessible this winter and
through a global pandemic, the evening’s attendees
too, are exploring the landscape around them,
accompanied by their music-filled headphones.
Signs around the golf course offer directions as
well as encourage patrons to do something that not
many theaters often do—wander.

Prior to Noack’s final piece, Zirkle thanked guests
for attending and motioned to the landscape
around him as it slowly turned the shades of
orange and pink that comes with the conclusion of
another day.

“Thank you for joining tonight and let’s enjoy that
beautiful sunset together,” he said.



Shining a light
on the future.

Making smarter decisions about renewable
energy requires knowledge. NorthWestern
Energy’s solar projects throughout the state of
Montana provide clean energy to the power grid
— and they’re shaping the future of renewable
energy, too. We’re working with local universities
to better understand where solar energy
belongs alongside a balanced energy mix.

And that research is helping us build a brighter
future for the next generation of Montanans.
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BIG SKY EVENTS
CALENDAR

Friday, Jan. 1 — Thursday, Jan. 14
If your event falls between Jan. 15 and Jan. 28, please
submit it by Jan. 13 by emailing media@outlaw.partners

Friday, Jan. 1
Hair of the Dog Party
Devil's Toboggan, Bozeman, 10 a.m.

Holiday Food Drive
Bozeman Hot Springs, 10 a.m.

Saturday, Jan. 2
Saturday Sweat
Moving Mountains, 8 a.m.

Winter Wonderland
Montana Science Center,
Bozeman, 2 p.m.

Sunday, Jan. 3
Saxy Sundays
The Standard, 5 p.m.

Monday, Jan. 4
Local’s Night
Bunkhouse Brewery, Bozeman,

2 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 5
Open Mic Comedy
American Legion, Bozeman,

9 p.m.

Sunrise Karaoke

Bar IX, Bozeman, 6 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 6
Glide Big Sky
Big Sky Community Park, 2 p.m.

Educator Wednesdays
Bunkhouse Brewery, Bozeman,

2 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 7
Thursday Night Ice Climbers
Hyalite Canyon, Bozeman, 5 p.m.

Open Steam Lab
Montana Science Center,
Bozeman, 3 p.m.

Friday, Jan. 8

Big Sky Laugh Fest

Warren Miller Performing Arts
Center, 5:30 p.m.

Music & Margaritas
Santa Fe Reds, Bozeman, 6 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 9

Big Sky Laugh Fest
Warren Miller Performing Arts
Center, 5:30 p.m.

Bozeman Winter Farmers
Market
Gallatin County Fairgrounds,

9 a.m.

Sunday, Jan. 10

Homeless Day of Action
Human Resources Development
Council, Bozeman, 8 a.m.

We are still here and this is our
story

Emerson Center for the Arts and
Culture, Bozeman, 12 p.m.

Monday, Jan. 11
Trivia
Bozeman Taproom, 7 p-m.

Exploring Yellowstone Through
Art

Online, access here:
yellowstonegatewaymuseum.org

Tuesday, Jan. 12
Bingo Night
Molly Brown, Bozeman, 7 p.m.

Rich Mayo
Kountry Korner Café, Four
Corners, 6 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 13
Big Sky Town Race Series
Big Sky Resort, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Super Smash Bros Game Night
El Camino Bar, Bozeman,
6:30 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 14

Thursday Night Ice Climbers
Hyalite Canyon, Bozeman, 5 p.m.

Women Elders Speak
Online, access Here: www.
countrybookshelf.com/event/
country-bookshelf-presents-
women-elders-spek

NorthWestern
Energy

Delivering a Bright Future

DO YOU THINK YOU MIGHT HAVE A
DRINKING PROBLEM?

Contact A.A. - We're alcoholics helping other alcoholics stay sober.
Call 1-833-800-8553 to talk to an A.A. member

or

Get the Meeting Guide app
or
Go to aa-montana.org
for virtual and face-to-face meeting times and locations

View more of the story at

NorthWesternEnergy.com/BrightFuture
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EXPEDITIONS

5 NIGHT + 6 DAY RAFTING TRIPS ON THE
MIDDLE FORK OF THE SALMON RIVER

WE'RE HOLDING
A SEAT FOR YOU'!

LAST AVAILABLE SPOTS
FOR 2021 ARE GOING FAST.

RESERVE YOUR 2021 TRIP NOW

RESERVE NOW AT
BOUNDARYEXPEDITIONS.COM OR (888) 948-4337

Boundary Expeditions operates under special use permits with the Salmon Challis National Forest and Payette National Forest and is an equal opportunity provider.

Telally Free Checking

At First Security Bank, Totally Free Checking really is
FREE! Free of minimum balances and hidden weekly,
monthly, or annual fees. We also have three great
interest-bearing accounts to fit your every need.

I Success. Together.

5 "N

First Security Bank

Division of Glacier Bank

OURBANK.com /// 406.995.2321

Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender @




BIG SKY

3735 Pinewood Drive
6,544 +/- SQ FT / $4.95M

64 Lodgepole

6,160 +/- SQ FT / $4.295M

SPANISH PEAKS CLUB MOONLIGHT BASIN

360 Rainbow Ranch 8 Little Thunder 2019 Ri\
6,105 +/- SQ FT / $3.3M 4,321 +/- SQFT/ $2.975M 5,000 +/-
1,900 +/- SQ

BIG SKY - LAND

UNDER CONTRACT

Lot 38 Bitterbrush Trail
1.270 +/- ACRES / $800K

Saddle Ridge Unit U-2
3,155 +/-SQ FT/$1.75M

UNDER CONTRACT UNDER CONTRACT

The Ranches at Yellow Moosewood Lots 3 & 4 Lot 8G-1 North Fork Road
Mountain - 2A-1B Lot3 / 6.9 +/- ACRES/$1.4M 20.01 +/- ACRES
526 +/- ACRES / $2,390,000 Lot4 / 5+/- ACRES/ $1.1M $1.3M

BOZEMAN & GREATER MONTANA

UNDER CONTRACT

Gallatin Foothills Lot 4
1.519 +/- ACRES / $395K

177 Silver Run Drive

0.402 +/- ACRES / $329K

Call for more information

RECENTLY SOLD

UNDER CONTRACT

529 Clancy Way, Bozeman, MT Homestead at the Beacon
4200+/- SQ FT/1.01 +/- ACRES Butte, MT
$1.69M 640 +/- ACRES / $1.65M

Yellowstone Ranch Preserve

List Price: $19M
RECENTLY SOLD

13285 Dry Creek Road
Bozeman, MT
7448 +/- SQ FT / $5.95M

2005 Upper Chief Joseph Mountain Meadows Big Sky Corner Property
7,690 +/- SQ FT / $4.3M 120 +/- ACRES / $3.495M List Price: $3.24M

2078 Little Coyote
List Price: $1.079M

Ski Tip Lot 10
List Price: $975K

&

Real Estate

The Ranches at Yellow The Ranches at Yellow 189 B Pheasant Tail
Mountain - Tract 3B-1 Mountain - Tract 1A-1 1590 +/- SQ FT / $699K
23 +/- ACRES / $875k 21 +/- ACRES / $795k

%w CAIt y

Call us today for stats, market ur
20+ years of experience in Southwe



UNDER CONTRACT UNDER CONTRACT

erview Lane 49825 Gallatin Road Lodges at Elkhorn Creek 106 Prairie Fire Rd Gallatin Foothills Lot 5
SQ FT Home 2,568 +/- SQ FT / $1.3M 2,060 - 2,203 +/- SQ FT 3594 +/- SQ FT plus garage / $1.325M $950K
FT Barn/$2.5M Parcel 1 - 5.0+/- ACRES $1M - $2.25M 1.679 +/- ACRES Call for more information

UNDER CONTRACT UNDER CONTRACT UNDER CONTRACT

The Ranches at Yellow The Ranches at Yellow The Ranches at Yellow The Ranches at Yellow Big EZ
Mountain - Tract 2A-1A Mountain - Tract 3A Mountain - Tract 4A Mountain - Tract 1L-2B Lot 42: $449K / 20 +/- ACRES
246.9 +/- ACRES / $2,390,000 20 +/- ACRES / $817,500 20 +/- ACRES / $817,500 42.40 +/- ACRES / $1.8M Lot 43: $425K / 20 +/- ACRES
Combined: $799K
COMMERCIAL BUSINESS
Rocking S7 Ranch Lot 4 50 Ousel Falls Lone Peak Cinema Airport Garages Terranaut Adventure Vans
Bozeman, MT Big Sky, MT $140K / Big Sky, MT Bozeman, MT Bozeman, MT
20.232 +/- ACRES / $650K Call for details Call for details $29.9K per unit Call for details

Taking reservations for building G

78 Meadow Village Dr. Big 3250 Two Moons Rd 49820 Gallatin Road Crail Ranch Unit 40 1955 Little Coyote Drive
Sky, MT 4,064 +/- SQ FT / $1.995M 3,677 +/- SQ FT / $1.895M List Price: $1.35M 3,100 +/- SQ FT/ $1.25M
4,769 +/- SQFT/$2.1M

Your
listing
here
Lot 39 Diamond Hitch Marketplace Unit 104 Marketplace Unit 202 130 Mountain Man Trail
1 +/- ACRE / $595K Big Sky, MT Big Sky, MT Montana Ranch
1,204 +/- SQ FT/ $560,920 966 +/- SQ FT / $389K 20.8 +/- ACRES / $325K

ve help you?

g d additional i | LKRealEstate.com
dates and additional information 406.995.2404

st Montana | $7.8 billion +in sales

fing price or withdrawal without notice. All rights reserved. Equal Housing Opportunity. If you currently have a listing agreement or buyer broker agreement with another agent, this is not a solicitation to change.©2015 LK REAL ESTATE, lic. Ikrealestate.com *Membership upon approval



afa NOW HIRING NOTICE
' Big Sky Build is currently hiring carpenters NOTICE TO THE BIG SKY FIRE

and laborers for Big Sky custom home and DEPARTMENT
remodel projects. FIRE DISTRICT MEMBERS

BIG SKY

BUILD Year round’ Seasonal, full and part tlme along An Election Of two jtrustees fOI' the Blg Sky Fire District
with internships available. Benefit packages Board of Trustees will be held on May 4, 2021.

— EST. 1997 —
prOVIded for all year round/full time positions. Declaration of Candidacy forms for the election are available at the Big Sky Fire
Department, Station #1 - Westfork Meadows, 650 Rainbow Trout Run, Big
Please email us at info@bigskybuﬂd.com or call 406-995-3670 for Sky, Montana and the Gallatin County Election Department, Gallatin County
additional information and to set up an interview. Courthouse, 311 W. Main Street Room 210, Bozeman, Montana.

Original Declaration of Candidacy forms must be filed with the Gallatin County
Election Department no later than 5:00 p.m. on February 8, 2021.

CYCLE

i —— s "év
Friday - Sunday, starting December 11* ,Z"\‘Wis
Lunch #1,000 per sleigh | Dinner #1,250 per sleigh 4 N / A £

For the comfort and safety of our guests and crew, with COVID in mind we

are booking per sleigh instead of per individual. This gives the booking party g
the opportunity to fill their sleigh as desired. , /\ q
Maximum of 10 guests per sleigh, 2 sleighs available for booking. | /; | \
Special events & dates are available on request. ! \“ 7 >
fozs T~ 4
7 3
e ety to Yook Weves ffecsh! | “@ A \%}’
o - i N N4
RS 406-995-4291 OR Boox ONLINE. ¢ W -
ELKHORN RANCH Reservations are required. Seven-day cancellation policy. We are operating in accordance with Montana guidelines ] \

SLEIGH RIDES and CDC recommendations. Masks are required for when social distancing is not possible between guests and crew.

Enjoy our publication and please remember to recycle.

www.elkhornranchmontana.com | 15 Miles South of Big Sky | elkhornrides@gmail.com | f

‘;' OFTHE Meadow NOW ’N B’G SKY.'
Vitlage Center —= 01.9 FN] —

-

- Locally ouned, Locally operated BOZEMAN 919 & 971
OPEN 365 DAYS A YEAR | HELENA 89.1
Open 6:30am to 8pm « 406.995.4636 } LIVINGSTON 89.5
MW oot oo e BIG TIMBER 90.5

2 [N xSy o GARDINER 107.1

www.countryrriafkeiofioigsky.éé;m -

KGLI.NET
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Cocktails to bring in the new year

There’s nothing like a good cocktail to warm your soul, reflect on memories past, lessons learned and bring in the new year. Each of us thought up our
favorite winter holiday cocktail to share with our readers. Give some a try, expand your palate and night cap the holiday and 2020 with some flavor.

— The Editors

Pomegranate, grapefruit jalapeiio
Moscow mule

The cocktails were great, but the dogs
insisted on stealing the show. PHOTO BY
MIRA BRODY .

Method

Combine all ingredients and stir. Serve with garnishes and enjoy.

Hot Toddy

The Hot Toddy, a pleasant blend of sweet and tangy,
is the perfect drink for a warm-up. PHOTO BY
WALLY GOBETZ

* Optional (but festive) garnish
* Cinnamon stick

* Lemon peel

Method

Boil water and combine with other ingredients in mug. Add

Mulled Wine

Recipe by Ali on Gimme Some Oven

Three flavors perfectly
. balanced against one or two
| shots of your favorite vodka.

3 ounces ginger beer

2 ounces plain seltzer

2 ounces grapefruit juice
1-2 ounces pomegranate
juice

Heavy splash of lime juice
1-2 shots of your preferred
vodka

Pomegranate seeds

Two slices of jalapeno
Slice of grapefruit garnish

PHOTO BY ALI ON GIMME
SOME OVEN

It is a chilly time of year, and sometimes,
hot chocolate just won't cut it. For a
warmth that sets a fire in your belly and
settles in your bones, mulled wine is a
spicy, soul-warming delight. There are
many variations on this simple recipe,
and it is easy to customize to your liking.
Included below is a traditional version
of this timeless drink.

Ingredients

* 1 (750 ml) bottle of dry red wine

* 1 orange, sliced into rounds

* 8 whole cloves

* 2 cinnamon sticks

e 2 star anise

* 2 to 4 tablespoons sugar, honey, or
maple syrup to taste

* optional add-in: 1/4 cup brandy (or
your favorite liqueur)

* optional garnishes: citrus slices (orange, lemon and/or lime), extra

cinnamon sticks, extra star anise

Method

Combine the wine, orange slices, cloves, cinnamon, star anise, 2 tablespoons
sweetener, and brandy in a large saucepan. Cook the mulled wine on
medium-high heat until it just barely reaches a simmer. Avoid letting it

For an aperitif to warm
you from the inside out,
the classic hot toddy is

an easy choice. Honey’s
sweetness marries
lemon’s tartness for a
perfect accent. Spike it
with your choice of spirit,
though we suggest a White Russian
mountain man’s favorite,

whiskey, or keep it local

with a honey moonshine

distilled in the heart of

the Madison Valley.

Ingredients:

* % cup of water

* 2 tsp lemon

* 1.5 oz whiskey or Willie’s
Honey Moonshine

* 2 tsp honey, if you opt out

of the honey moonshine

The White Russian, a cocktail best
known for its many appearances in
the Coen Brothers’ 1998 film “The
Big Lebowski,” is a creamy treat best
enjoyed in the winter. PHOTO BY
STUART WEBSTER

cinnamon stick to the mug and rest lemon peel on the rim for

garnish. Enjoy!

bubble — you don't want to boil off the alcohol. Reduce heat to low, cover,
and let the wine simmer for at least 15 minutes or up to 3 hours. Using

a fine mesh strainer, remove and discard the orange slices, cloves, cinnamon
sticks, and star anise. Serve with your favorite garnishes.

A disco-era drink revived by the

Coen Brothers’ sharp-humored 1998
film “The Big Lebowski,” the White
Russian is a fast-drinking creamy treat
with an aesthetic on-par with a snowy
Big Sky winter day. Be careful though,
this decadent cocktail has a deceptively
sweet taste. Don't forget it’s two parts
booze!

Ingredients

* 1 oz coffee liqueur
* 1o0zvodka

* 1.5 oz heavy cream

Method
Shake all ingredients together with a
generous scoop of ice for a frothy finish.

For best results, serve in a chilled glass
and enjoy beside a crackling fire after a
day spent playing in the snow.
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AMUSE-BOUCHE

Amuse-bouche refers to an appetizer, and by French translation
means, ‘to entertain the mouth.” It offers a glimpse into what you

should expect from a meal. Also it’s free, compliments of the chef.

That’s not true

BY SCOTT MECHURA

EBS FOOD COLUMNIST

“Don't order fish on Sundays and Mondays,”

The late Anthony Bourdain famously wrote in

his kitchen expose, Kitchen Confidential, that
restaurants don’t receive fresh fish on the weekends,
therefore by Sunday or even Monday, you are eating
less than stellar fish. Today, that is far from the case.

The advancement of fishing, icing and shipping possibilities make fresh fish
available all the time. In fact, much fresh fish these days is what we refer to as
“shore to door in 24.”

Chefs don't like each other. You'll find a prickly personality in every
profession, but chefs often chuckle and wonder where this idea ever came
from. Chefs are a bunch with a strong sense of comradery. We eat and drink
together, trade stories, staff and ideas all the time and always want to see
others succeed.

A chef’s favorite cut of beef is tenderloin. Ask 100 people what their
favorite steak is and 95 will tell you it’s a tenderloin. But ask 100 chefs what
theirs is and two will tell you it’s the tenderloin. Tenderloin lacks texture and
flavor compared to any other cut. Those other 98 chefs will probably tell you
it’s the small eye end of the rib eye.

You should rub chopsticks together before using them. Doing anything
other than eating with your chopsticks is rude and considered poor manners.
This includes tapping, pointing and rubbing them together to remove what
you think are wood shavings. Some sushi chefs regard this as in insult in that
they believe you think they gave you poor quality service ware.

As long as we're on the topic of chopsticks and sushi, stirring together wasabi
and soy sauce is another no-no in Japanese culture.

That’s not wasabi. Real true wasabi is very difficult to find and is expensive.
Not only that, but it is also quite mild. More often than not, you are actually
eating hot Chinese mustard powder dyed green.

Spitting in or otherwise contaminating a guest’s dish. This may make
for an entertaining comedic scene in a movie, but the reality is far from
funny. Aside from an instant termination from anyone I've ever known in
the industry, I've never known even the saltiest of cooks ever willingly or
knowingly contaminate another person’s food.

Traditional martinis are made with vodka. A martini is made with gin,
vermouth, an olive and sometimes a bit of olive brine, making it “dirty.” Any
cocktail made with vodka is a cocktail, not a martini.

The success of a restaurant lies on the quality of the food. Or to say it
another way, if your food is of high consistent quality, you will succeed.
Nothing could be farther from the truth. Great food and service get people in
your doors. But in an industry that makes, on average, six cents on the dollar,
good knowledge of numbers and costs keep those doors open.

Serving is easy. Serving, as well as cooking, are not placeholder jobs for many.
They are both trades that are taught in culinary and hospitality schools and
can be excellent careers that produce a solid income as well as work, social
and technical skills that translate into many other aspects of work and life.
Serving in a busy or fine dining restaurant is incredibly challenging.

Great service is more important than great food. There was a time when it
was all about the combination of the two. And in many concepts that can still
be true. But more and more we are moving towards concepts where we no
longer rely on a server because they are even harder to find than a cook.

Scott Mechura has spent a life in the hospitality industry. He is a former certified
beer judge and currently the executive chef at Buck’s T~4 Lodge in Big Sky.
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American Life in Poetry provides newspapers and online publications with
a free weekly column featuring contemporary American poems. The sole
mission of this project is to promote poetry: American Life in Poetry seeks

to create a ‘vigorous presence far poetry in our culture. There are no costs for
reprinting the columns; we do require that you register your publication here
and that the text of the column be reproduced without alteration.
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2020 streaming trends

BY GABRIELLE GASSER

Last year was strange. Now at the outset of 2021, 2020 is
in our rearview mirror and we are able to reflect on the

tumultuous year in its entirety. While last year was loaded with
challenges, certain things stayed the same, like music. Our favorite artists still
created and released albums, and music was a constant companion for many in
their home offices. Spotify, the music streaming giant, synthesized 2020 with
their “2020 Wrapped” metrics, which reveal the trends that shaped streaming
for the year.

“We need not lose hope.
We just need to locate
where it dwells.”

- Terry Tempest Williams,
“Erosion”

During a time when many people switched to working from home, 2020 saw
an uptick in nostalgia-themed work-from-home playlists, according to Spotify.

The top artist from 2020 was
Puerto Rican rapper Bad Bunny
who claimed the top spot with
more than 8.3 billion streams from
around the globe. Bad Bunny’s
album “YHLQMDLG,” which
was released in late February

of 2020, was the number one
streamed album of the year
with 3.3 billion streams, according to Spotify. The album included 20 songs
featuring collaborations with Sech, Anuel AA, and Daddy Yankee.

#2020WRAPPED
A3ddYMMOZ0Z#

PHOTO COURTESY OF SPOTIFY

Finally, the most streamed song of the year, according to Spotify, was The
Weekend’s “Blinding Lights” with a whopping 1.6 billion streams.




RESOLVE TO CONSERVE

Keep the Gallatin River flowing cold and clear in
2021 by signing up for the Big Sky Water
Conservation program.

o Cash rebates for water-efficient fixtures
- Free showerheads and faucet aerators
 Trout-friendly landscaping certification

Learn more and enroll today at
gallatinrivertaskforce.org/water-conservation.

Funded in partnership with the Big Sky
Resort Area Tax District
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Limited gym memberships
means no overcrowding

Montana Life

1:1 training with Big Sky's only
Strength & Conditioning Specialist REAL ESTATE

and Exercise Physiologist

Injury rehabilitation by Doctors
of Physical Therapy to keep you
doing what you love

Montanals ONLY funCtlonaI H 81 Ac. of Mountain Luxury Bozeman, MT $1,600,000
testing and training technology
built for serious athletes

Peaceful Flathead River Front Big Fork, MT $2,350,000

Flathead Lake Front Oasis Polson, MT $6,000,000

LONE PEAK

Shields River Valley 320+/- Ac. Wilsall, MT $21M SOLD

& 406.995.4522 Joe Duval
= @) lonepeakperformance.com | 406 570 7837
et PI. Big Sky, MT 59716 joe@MontanalLifeRE.com
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Top Stories of 2020

Intro than see Dec. 21 as the darkest day of 2020, we urge you to consider an

The year 2020 will go down in history, for better or worse. We'll either alternative viewpoint: that every day thereafter is a step toward the light,

learn from the mistakes we made over the first year in this decade and it~ one minute each day that we have more daylight and are working toward

will be a turning point, or we won't. new beginnings, a season of hope and a year that already appears much
brighter.

As our team discussed how to pare down the hundreds of important

stories we published in 2020, certain themes arose: tragedy, fear, Looking back on 2020, we can—we must—Tlearn from the past year. And

uncertainty, sure. But also resiliency, unity and love. And those themes we must boldly, together, take a collective step into the light. Happy New

combined led to one overall message we want to convey in the Top Year to all our readers, our families and our friends. May we all share in a

Stories of 2020: Hope. brighter tomorrow. — The Editors

As we wound down a year many of us would like to forget, the holiday The following articles appeared in EBS over the course of 2020 and have been
season brought with it the winter solstice—the shortest and darkest day  abridged here for brevity.
of the year. We as human beings, however, have a choice. And rather

Top Stories Timeline
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1/3: 3/15: 3/18:

EBS: Top Story Big Sky Resort suspends First confirmed COVID-19
Longtime Big Sky Resort operations case in Big Sky Town Hall talks COVID-19
names assume new positions with key players

0) (@) (0) €

6/18: 6/4: 5/26:

EBS: Top Story EBS: Top Story EBS: Tvp Story
Locals question evacuation Yellowstone NPS, gateway Mountain biker attacked WMPAC adapts to new
routes communities open by grizzly barriers

9 _(@®) (@) _

7/15: 8/12: 9/s:

Bullock imposes statewide EBS: Top Story EBS: Top Story Following GOP sweep in
mask mandate The day the music died Bridger foothills fire rages M, AP calls presidential race
for Biden

__(®) (D) (D) ¢

12[23: 12/7: 12/1:

EBS TOP Story Blg Sky Relief launches EBS: TOP Sz‘ary
First COVID-19 surveillance testing Tester introduces Lady Big Horns
. vaccines administered at Montana Headwaters

conclude historic season

Big Sky Medical Center Legacy Act
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Longtime Big Sky Resort names assume new postions
Taylor Middleton passes GM title to Troy Nedved

BY DOUG HARE

January 3

BIG SKY - In September 2019,
Taylor Middleton of Big Sky
Resort handed off his general
manager title and responsibilities
to maintain high-level oversight
of Big Sky Resort’s operational
and budgetary performance and
focus more on planning and
long-term growth strategies to his
longtime friend, Troy Nedved.

Nedved’s 23-year career with Big
Sky Resort placed him in roles in
Mountain Sports, Guest Services,
Base Camp and serving on the
resort’s executive team.

An avid endurance athlete, Troy Nedved took over

as General Manager of Operations for Big Sky Resort
last September and looks forward to continuing to
improve lift infrastructure and snow-making capabilities
on Andesite and Lone mountains. PHOTO COURTESY

OF BIG SKY RESORT Nedved grew up in the Black Hills

of South Dakota, in the Rapid

City area, where his passion for athletics and the outdoors blossomed from an early age.

“My family didn't ski. I didn't have the money to ski. So I went with church groups at night
to Deer Mountain Ski Area which doesn’t exist anymore,” Nedved said. “All I knew was
night skiing and I never had a ski lesson—which is interesting considering my future job,
yeah that’s been a core: ski instructor.”

Nedved chose to study at Montana State University intending to go to law school, attaining
both a criminal justice and biology degree, when life intervened. Throughout college, he
worked at Bridger Bowl as a ski instructor to obtain a free pass. He also started working for
the National Park Service during the summers while still at MSU, eventually becoming a
permanent employee in 2000. He did not exactly sign up for a desk job, spending most of his
time outside conducting forestry and park management, including firefighting by helicopter.

Nedved lived in a teepee in Gardiner for two years down on the banks of the Yellowstone
River across from the Yellowstone Raft Company, where he developed world-class abilities
as a kayaker.

When Teton Gravity Research started making kayak movies, Nedved and his friends got the
call as well. “We were pioneering lines that had never been done before: in Costa Rica and
Nepal, but also stretches of river in Montana in the Crazy Mountains of Big Timber Creek
and lots of runs in Beartooths that had never been floated,” Nedved recounted.

“We spent a lot of time looking at maps, hiking around the mountains, finding stuff that was
runnable versus not. It was a stage of kayaking community in Montana that we got started.
Now the next generation of these kids is blowing my mind—doing things that we didnt
even think was possible.”

Nedved is an athlete’s athlete. “I love competing in just about anything. When I was first in
Montana, I found out about Powder 8s at Bridger Bowl. It was a cool event and we got into
it,”he said in a typically modest way. “It was just another thing to hone your skills as a ski
instructor and a skiing professional.”

Nedved has since won the national Powder 8 competition five times and competed on
ESPN at the highest level of the niche sport in the Powder 8 World Championships
held at Mike Wiegele’s heliskiing operation in Canada. Even some twenty years later,
he is still finding podiums in the aesthetically appealing alpine events with longtime
partner Nick Herrin, currently the CEO of the Professional Ski Instructors of America.
Nedved credits his year-round athletic pursuits for what keeps him in the condition to
still make perfect turns.

In his new role as general manager, Nedved will lead all operations teams at the resort,
including mountain operations, mountain services, mountain sports, lodging, food and
beverage, I'T, human resources, and the rental and retail divisions. He feels up to the task.
While the new GM is impressed with the results of the renovation of the Mountain Mall,
now dubbed The Exchange, and pleased with how the newly installed RFID technology
makes loading lifts a more seamless operation, he is not one to rest on his laurels.

While Nedved steps into his GM role, his predecessor and mentor, Middleton, will assume
the role of Chief Operating Officer and President of Big Sky Resort.

Town Hall talks COVID-19, reopening Montana with key players

EBS STAFF
April 21

BIG SKY - The global pandemic spurred creativity over the past 10 months
as businesses, organizations and people turned on a collective dime to adjust to
a new COVID-19 world. As it was with Outlaw Partners and its newspaper,
Explore Big Sky.

On March 30, EBS launched the Big Sky Virtual Town Hall series, an online
forum featuring panelists of diverse backgrounds and involvements throughout
the community. The team produced 16 sessions since and shows no signs of
slowing in the new year.

The Town Hall saw some important conversations and some major players

as panelists: Gov. Steve Bullock, Sens. Jon Tester and Steve Daines, science
writers David Quammen and Todd Wilkinson, CrossHarbor Capital Partners
Managing Director Matt Kidd, Yellowstone National Park Superintendent Cam

Sholly, Big Sky Resort President and CEO Taylor Middleton, and Gallatin
County Health Officer Matt Kelley, among many others sat in on sessions.

In the inaugural installment, panelists fielded questions from both EBS
Publisher Eric Ladd and Editor-in-Chief Joseph T. O’Connor as well as online

audience members.

“We’re trying to create a semblance of a communication channel that spans all
the different community leaders,” Ladd said.

The virtual town halls took place Monday evenings on two platforms: Facebook
Live and Zoom. Many of the governing themes of surrounded COVID-19

and how various pockets of the Big Sky community and surrounding areas are
reacting to the global crisis and its local ramifications.

Ladd said that while Outlaw Partners has always adopted the role of facilitating
communication within the community, the current pandemic’s dynamic nature
presented an immediate opportunity to provide more COVID-19 coverage, a
need articulated in an EBS community survey.

The fourth installment of EBS’s virtual Town Hall meeting on April 20 brought

key voices to the weekly conversation, kicking off the evening with Montana

Gov. Steve Bullock.

The state executive joined the meeting in between conversations with business
leaders, public health experts and others to determine the best way to roll
out a phased reopening anticipated to begin April 25, the day following the

termination of the governor’s stay-at-home directive.

Bullock echoed statements he made in his own press conference last week,
advising Montanans to reshape their expectations of what life outside of
quarantine conditions will look like.

“Our new normal is going to look a lot different,” he said. “The virus isn’t going
to go away, and we are going to have to adapt to how we are going to live with it
for the next while.”

Bullock stressed the importance of adequate testing availability and capacity in
order to achieve progress toward recovery, an aim currently being conducted by
Big Sky Relief. “We’re working on it but as every governor will tell you, we need
the federal government to be working with us, not against us.”
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How Big Sky’s performing arts center responded to new barriers

BY MIRA BRODY
May 8

BIG SKY —The most unsettling thing about producing virtual shows, according to Warren
Miller Performing Arts Center Executive Director John Zirkle, is ending them.

After a theater performance, you usually applaud, look around at your friends, family
and neighbors, and filter into the lobby to grab a nightcap and revel in the energy of the
evening. After a Zoom performance, Zirkle ends the meeting, the screen goes dark and
there is silence.

This disconnect is the price being paid in order to do the very opposite—keep people
connected during a time where theaters are forced to darken their stages and postpone and
cancel performances. WMPAC, an artistic staple of the Big Sky community since it opened
its doors in 2013, has grappled with adapting their marquee in an industry that usually
thrives on bringing people together.

Zirkle, who is familiar with remote communication from working with artists and industry
leaders around the country, reached out to friends and colleagues to see if they might

be interested in his proposed adaptations. He cited his frustration toward the barrage of
contrived corporate sympathy emails that went out after the pandemic began, feeling that
they didn't do much to alleviate the issues people were facing. Instead, fueled by positive
responses in the community, he devised a plan.

Despite the novel challenges brought about by the pandemic, the theater is adapting and
has presented a handful of successful Zoom shows so far, including a poetry reading with
Billy Collins, which gathered 250 people virtually, and a performance by the Portland Cello
Project, which brought in over 500 viewers from all over the country.

After each show, attendees are encouraged to leave a token of their thoughts through a
feedback form on WMPAC’s website, and the outpouring of support has been phenomenal.

“I'm a critical care nurse, so this pandemic is technically what I signed up for years ago,” said
one commenter. ‘But it’s the selflessness of artists who share their talents in an effort to buoy

humanity that makes me tear up lately. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.”

Zirkle referenced a recent article about musicians performing over the phone for patients in

DAVE PECUNIES
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For their winter 2020 season, WMPAC has found ways to adapt their offerings with virtual
performances and limited in-person seating as well as an upgraded air filtration system.
PHOTO BY MIRA BRODY

Intensive Care Units across the country, providing perhaps what is most needed these days:
comfort.

“Now that we’re in a world that exists in a binary of essential and nonessential workers,” said
Zirkle, “we have to ask ourselves, in our own lives ‘Are the arts and the release from tragedy
and crisis essential to me?”

He likens their virtual shows to parlor concerts, when people would attend intimate piano
concerts in the musician’s or a host’s home. This negates the need for a venue, something
Zirkle does struggle to accept. According to Zirkle, venues are what make these artistic
experiences personal, and people care more about what’s happening in their immediate
community, an element the virtual world removes.

“This is just a room,” he said in a Zoom interview with EBS on May 6 from the
theater itself, gesturing to the empty rows of seats behind him. “It’s the people in it
that makes it special.”
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Mountain biker stable after Big Sky grizzly bear attack

BY JOSEPH T. O’CONNOR
May 26

BIG SKY — On Memorial Day, a mountain biker was left in critical but stable
condition at Billings Clinic trauma center after a grizzly bear attack in Big

Sky, Montana.

Gallatin County officials received a report at approximately 1:10 p.m. on
Memorial Day that Peter Scherfig, a male Big Sky resident in his 60s who
was riding alone, had been attacked by a bear on the Fish Camp Trail in the
Spanish Peaks Mountain Club community west of Big Sky.

“It looks like a surprise encounter,” said Morgan Jacobsen, spokesperson
for Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks. “This kind of behavior is normal for

grizzly bears.”

Following the attack, the victim crawled up to South Fork Road where Joe
Jacobs found him on his way to the Yellowstone Club.

“I saw [the biker] was sitting down in a cross-legged position ... and thought

they were just somebody actually taking a break having some water,” said Jacobs,
a finish carpenter who lives in Bozeman. “As I got closer they put their arms up
and I could see ... that his arms were bloody and there was something not quite

right.”

When Jacobs pulled over he saw the victim was badly injured and called 911.
Unable to speak, the biker tried to communicate what happened by writing in
the gravel along the road so Jacobs grabbed a pad of paper and a pen.

“He wrote, ‘Bear,” Jacobs said. “Then he wrote, ‘Can’t breathe.”

Big Sky Fire Department first responders transported the injured biker to the
Big Sky Medical Center where they rendezvoused with a life flight helicopter

that flew the victim to Billings Clinic trauma center where he is being treated

for lacerations and puncture wounds to the face and back, according to Jacobsen.
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Officers from the
Gallatin County
Sheriff’s Office and
state FWP officials
found the bike on the
Fish Camp Trail, which
connects to both Yellow
Mule and the popular
Ousel Falls trails. Fish
Camp is temporarily
closed to the public and
other trails are being

monitored.
FWP Region 3 Game Warden Brian Lloyd (R) begins his

investigation of a grizzly bear attack on Memorial Day in Big

Sky, Montana. OUTLAW PARTNERS PHOTO The bear has not

been located. FWP is
currently investigating
the incident and is deeming the grizzly “non-predatory” at this time and not
actively searching the area, Jacobsen said. Louise Astbury, general manager for
Spanish Peaks Mountain Club, released a statement saying that authorities and
first responders acted quickly and delivered the patient to definitive care.
“Our thoughts and prayers are with the individual and his family for a full

recovery,” Astbury said in the release.

Brian Lloyd, FWP’s Region 3 game warden, said this is the first incident
involving a human-bear conflict in Big Sky this year and is urging area residents
and visitors to exercise caution in the field.

“This is a reminder to be extra cautious when you're out there [and] carry bear
spra oyd said at the scene following the attack, adding that hikers an

pray,” Lloyd said at th following the attack, adding that hik d
bikers should not venture out alone and should pay attention to signs including
the smell of dead carcasses or birds in an area.

Joe Jacobs agreed. “You're not at the top of the food chain out here,” he said.




ExploreBigSky TOP STORIES OF 2020 Jan.1-14,2021 51

COVID-19 grounds Montana’s ENGEL &VOLKERS:
toughest communities

BY MIRA BRODY

June 4

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK - Through some of the harshest conditions in
the lower 48, the Yellowstone bison herd has thrived since prehistory, outdating Lewis

and Clark, Christopher Columbus, even the Ice Age.

A similar resilience applies to the Montana communities—Cooke City, Gardiner and
West Yellowstone—that serve as gateways to the nation’s first national park, which
attracts over 4 million visitors a year.

Skycrest Penthouse 1733 | Big Sky, MT | $1,395,000
5 Beds | 4 Baths | +/- 2,915 sqgft. | MLS# 350340
Stacy Ossorio, Broker | 406-539-8553
stacy.ossorio@evrealestate.com

The Historic Madison Hotel in West Yellowstone communicates a heartfelt community message

on the park’s opening day on June 1. PHOTO BY MIRA BRODY 14 Washaki Road | Big Sky, MT | $3,1 00,000
4 Bed | 4 Bath | +/- 4,592 sqft | MLS# 342432
The challenge this year, however, is not due to extreme weather or time. To blame is the Stacy Ossorio, Broker | 406-539-8553
same enigmatic virus that has crippled well-resourced cities, precipitated the highest stacy.ossorio@evrealestate.com

unemployment rate since the Great Depression, and claimed the lives of more than
300,000 Americans to date.

Recreationists across the country, motivated by the same urge to escape as the rest of

us, are seeking solitude in open spaces. In late April, Gov. Steve Bullock said Montana
has seen the lowest number of COVID-19 cases per capita in the country, a statistic he
credits to swift action in issuing stay-at-home orders in March, before even much higher-
populated states chose to do so.

Wyoming’s South and Southeast entrances of Yellowstone and Grand Teton National
Parks opened May 18 to a flood of visitors baring a wide variety of license plates. Even
with only the two Wyoming entrances accessible, visitation through the East and South
entrances on Memorial Day weekend were 97 percent of normal with a total of 4,686
vehicles entering the park, according to a May 26 National Park Service statement.

Bullock announced at a May 28 press conference that he was working with park
Superintendent Cam Sholly to reopen the North, Northeast and West entrances to

the park on June 1, the same day the state’s 14-day travel quarantine expired. Over the
summer, health officials scrambled to prepare as people from across the country packed
camping gear, filled gas tanks and headed to the mountains.

“It wasn’t as robust as past years but the fact that we had an opening day on June 1 is 137 Wildridge Fork | Big Sky, MT | $4,350,000
really encouraging,” said Katrina Wiese, president of the West Yellowstone Chamber of 5 Beds | 6.5 Baths | +/- 4,318 sqft | +/- 1.12 Acres
Commerce, of opening day traffic. “I think we all kind of expected a slower season.” ' . )

MLS# 354220
According to a park news release, vehicle traffic entering the Montana entrances on Kevin Butler | Real Estate Advisor | 406-570-3890
June 1 and 2 was 45 percent of the same days in 2019. Wiese says a variety of factors kevin.butler@evrealestate.com

contributed, including that tour buses were not part of the park’s first phase of reopening,
but that they saw reservations increase since the governor’s announcement.

Exclusive Listings, Local Knowledge!
We are Engel & Volkers.

“Our town is 100 percent tourism based; the community is extremely dependent on it,”
Wiese said. “I know a lot of businesses have put a lot of money into reopening safely for

both visitors and residents.” bigsky.evrealestate.com
Randa Hulett purchased Seldom Seen Knives and Gifts in West Yellowstone in 2000 ©2020 Engel & Volkers. Al rights reserved. Engel & Volkers and its independent franchisces
are Equal Opportunity Employers and fully support the principles of the Fair Housing Act. Each
Wlth her husband Stephen. They have been residents OfWCSt Yeuowstone since 1972 “I property shop is independently owned and operated. All information provided is deemed reliable but - -
, . . . M , » . « is not guaranteed and should be independently verified. If your property is currently represented by a - . Lo M Ls
haven't seen anything like this since the fire of’88,” Hulett said. “And maybe the day after real estate broker, this is not an attempt o solicit your listing. : —

9/11 ... It’s going to be a very strange year.”
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Locals question Big Sky’s imperfect evacuation routes

BY BELLA BUTLER
June 18

BIG SKY — In the face of a serious emergency

such as a large wildfire or earthquake in a small
mountain town with one legitimate access and

egress point, how would residents escape?

Big Sky, Montana, a paradisal escape for many,
lacks an adequate plan for its residents’ own
emergency escape, according to community
members. Montana Highway 64, which
intersects with U.S. Highway 191, offers a two-
lane passage that exits and enters Big Sky and
dead ends to the public at Moonlight Basin.
One group of community members last spring
sent a letter of concern to Gov. Steve Bullock. FARIINERS FAIQITE

A town bisected by county lines, Big Sky is unique in that it is an unincorporated
census-designated place that covers ground in both Gallatin County and Madison
County. According to the Big Sky Owners Association’s letter to the governor, the
absence of local governance and the county border have left the mountain town
utopia at the whim of a generalized county protocol.

“There is no precedent or authorized legal structure for the two counties to jointly
create and/or administer a single, coordinated evacuation plan for our community,”
the letter reads.

That doesn’t mean there’s no plan, it just isn't clear what Big Sky residents should
do in the face of a disaster should it block egress on U.S. 191. The Gallatin County
Emergency Plan does not present explicit options for egress but rather appoints
the county sheriff, currently Brian Gootkin, to make the call on evacuation routes
during an emergency.

48050 & 48121 GALLATIN ROAD | $9,500,000

* 31.603+ acres | Legacy property with 2,100 ft of Gallatin River frontage

* Featuring 2 spring creeks, sizeable private pond, abundant wildlife, and premier fishing

* Located 15 minutes from Big Sky Resort and 40 from YNP, airport (BZN), and Bozeman
MARY WHEELER | 406.539.1745

10 & 18 BLACK MOON | $1,550,000

* 2.86% acres

* Rare opportunity to purchase 2 adjacent lots in the Cascade subdivision with ski access

* Enjoy a variety of views and cul-de-sac location minutes from Big Sky Resort and Moonlight
MARY WHEELER | 406.539.1745

“I think with the current [pandemic]
situation, people are beginning

to see the value in preparing for
emergencies,” said Gallatin County
Commission Chair Don Seifert. The
community is wondering what entity
will take that initiative.

Based on traffic counts and other
community metrics, local officials
estimate that Big Sky occupancy can
range from 10,000-20,000 people
during peak seasons, including
residents and visitors. Jammed
between a potential flood or fire and
a dead end, where would this horde
of evacuees turn?

Jack Creek road may be the solution to Big Sky’s imperfect evacuation plan. OUTLAW

One answer may be at the end of

MT 64, where the pavement turns
to dirt and a gate marks the entrance to Jack Creek Road, a private Moonlight Basin
asset. “It’s the elephant in the room that the only other way out of Big Sky is going to
be through Jack Creek,” said Eric Ossorio, chairman for BSOA Chairman.

But Jack Creek, in its current condition, can only reasonably function as a one-way
road in an emergency scenario, say community members along with Gallatin and
Madison county commissioners. The problem, according to Madison Commissioner

Jim Hart, is funding.

On June 14, a small wildfire burned through a chunk of forest approximately 3
miles south of the U.S. 191 and MT 64 junction, and on March 31, a 6.5 magnitude
earthquake in Challis, Idaho rattled Big Sky.

These recent events serve as a reminder that disaster and potential emergencies are
possible, and with the global pandemic shining a spotlight on the importance of
taking preventative rather than reactive measures to cope with community crisis, Big
Sky’s egress dilemma is a rising priority.

47 SADDLE HORN ROAD | $9,250,000
* 7 bdrm | 10 bath | 8,686+ SF | 1.07+ acres

* Highly-sought-after location in Moonlight Basin’s Diamond Hitch community

« Ski-in/ski-out access, chef’s kitchen, home theater, incredible game room, hot tub & more
SANDY REVISKY | 406.539.6316

TBD ULERY'S LAKES ROAD, LOT 7 | $1,100,000

* 24.75+ acres

* Located within the gated 500-acre community of Ulery’s Lakes of Moonlight Basin

* Enjoy privacy with access to fishing, hiking, snow-shocing, cross-country skiing and more
LYNN MILLIGAN | 406.581.2848

Visit us at either of our locations:
Town Center | The Exchange

406.995.4009
www.BigSkyPureWest.com

SHOSHONE CONDOMINIUM 1 984 I $539'000 All information contained herein is derived from sources deemed reliable, however, is not guaranteed by Pure

Real Estate, LLC., Managing Broker, Agents or Sellers. Offering is subject to error, omissions, prior sales, price
change or withdrawal without notice and approval of purchase by Seller. We urge independent verification of
each and every item submitted, to the satisfaction of any prospective purchaser.

® & MIS

*2bdrm | 3 bath | 1,312+ SF

* Top-floor, corner end unit with ski-in/ski-out access and incredible mountain views

* Spa and restaurant onsite; owners’ pool, hot tub, fitness center, ski storage, and laundry
LYNN MILLIGAN | 406.581.2848

85 PRIMROSE LANE | $210,000
* .38+ acres

« Flat homesite in Ramshorn with proximity to endless recreating opportunities
* Located just 5.5 miles from Town Center shopping/dining and 11.1 miles to the Big Sky Resort
BRENNA KELLEHER | 406.581.3361
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The day the music died

BY TOM MARINO

August 12

On any given night, winter or summer, Big Sky establishments offered a wide variety of live
music. From solo crooners playing favorite covers to original alternative bands like Dammit
Lauren and the Well; from up top to down the canyon, it was easy to find live music.

That all changed March 15,2020 when Big Sky Resort announced it was closing and the
county soon followed by closing all bars and restaurants. While some establishments have
started to offer a smattering of live music, it’s currently far from the good old days.

EBS sat down with Brian Stumpf from Dammit Lauren and the Well to get a sense of what
it’s like to be a working musician in these unprecedented times.

Tom Marino: Between your gigs with the band and your various solo and duo dates, how many
gigs were you playing a year before COVID-192

Brian Stumpf: In the winter with ski season, I'm playing at least five times a week. In the
summer, the last couple of years, three or four times a week at least. That was my career, it’s
all over now. (laughs)

T.M.: How are the streaming gigs going? It a relatively new way to pe;form in our digital world.
What are the pros and cons?
B.S.: It was so cool in April then it got nice out. People were super generous [but] it’s not

the same. I think YouTube livestream stuff I have been seeing is not as popular as it once was.

... It has lost its luster a little bit. People want to go to a real show now.

T.M.: As the primary booking agent for the band, what kind of feedback are you getting from
managers and owners who book live music?

B.S.: No one knows. We got the Pine Creek [Lodge] gig because we had been working on
a run through Red Lodge. It was mellow. That was the first week of July. That was when
things were still calm. We ended up getting cancelled at Snow Creek [in Red Lodge] ...
Whitefish and Sandpoint.

T.M.: It sounds like you guys have been busy writing new material. How many new songs have
you written since March and what have you been inspired by in these times?
B.S.: The focus right now for the band is to write. I think we have six new songs. Four of

Brian Hurlburt of Dammit Lauren and the Well switched to virtual gigs after everything closed in
March 2020. OUTLAW PARTNERS PHOTO

those have been written in lock down. We need to get another five or six tunes and go into
the studio.

T.M.: What is your favorite chorus in the new batch of songs?

B.S.: Lauren wanted to call this tune “Electric Restlessness.” And I thought that was too
much of a tongue twister to have as a chorus. Somehow, she made it sound super cool and
perfect for the chorus.

TM.: I recently played a gig and folks were telling me how good it was to hear live music again. Do
you see the live music scene coming back stronger than ever post COVID-192

B.S.: I have no idea when. One thing I have kind of noticed is [live music] does mean a lot
to people. People tend to slash the entertainment budget first. And that may well still be the
case but I think for those that are willing to invest in it, as they get the go ahead, people will

show up.

T.M.: How many days did you ski last winter?
B.S.: I'm going to plead the fifth on that one. I have a reputation to uphold. (laughs)

Bridger Foothills Fire rages near ‘M’ trail

BY BRANDON WALKER

September 5

BOZEMAN - A wildfire started near
Bozeman in the Bridger Mountains on the
afternoon of Sept. 4. The Bridger Foothills Fire
was first reported at approximately 3:30 p.m.
approximately two-and-a-half miles from the
Bridger Foothills trail near the “M.”

As of 8:30 a.m. on Sept. 5, the fire was 0
percent contained and flames had engulfed
roughly 400 acres as the fire actively burned in
timber. Authorities said the fire started when
high winds ignited a tree smoldering from a
lightning strike days earlier.

“This morning there is some smoke in the

air, but it’s not as active yet,” said Mariah
Leuschen-Lonergan, public information officer
for the Bridger Foothills Fire. “It’s on both

the east and the west side and the majority of
resources are anchored in and doing structure
protection and digging line on the eastern side.” PHOTO BY BRANDON WALKER
More than 100 personnel are on site with at

least 10 aircrafts combatting the fire, aided by smokejumpers and firefighters
on the ground. Air crews dropped both water and fire retardant to slow the
spread. On Sept. 4, first responders cleared the area and ensured that no
recreationists remained on the scene.

“The Midnight Sun Hotshots are on the line and one additional Type 2
handcrew is on the line and then multiple crews are supposed to be arriving

this morning as well,” Leuschen-Lonergan said on Sept. 5.

In addition to four helicopters, four single-engine airtankers, two larger

airtankers and at least one additional helicopter are
assisting with the Bridger Foothills Fire.

The following trail closures are in effect due to the
blaze: Middle Cottonwood, Bridger Ridge, Bridger
Foothills, Sypes Canyon, “M” trail, Bridger Bowl to
the Ridge, Pine Creek and Drinking Horse.

“All trails from Middle Cottonwood, all the way up
to Saddle Peak and then tying in over the ridge to
Bridger Bowl’s southern boundary and running south
all the way down to the ‘M. All of those trails are
closed,” Leuschen-Lonergan said.

Highway 86 was closed to the public and open for
only resident travel from the Story Mill and Bridger
Canyon Road intersection, continuing along Bridger
Canyon Road to the Kelly Canyon Road intersection.

“We're also asking people not travel that paved
pathway along the Bridger Canyon Road. That is

in the closure area and we really have quite a bit of
activity going on that we need first responders have
less congestion,” Leuschen-Lonergan said, noting that
from 12 p.m. to 12 a.m. on Sept. 5 a red flag warning
was in effect. The U.S. Forest Service expected 10-15
mph winds throughout the day, gusting to as high as
25 mph at times.

On the evening of Sept. 4, the fire had scorched roughly 80 acres, but

expanded by more than four times in size overnight.

During the Bridger Foothills Fire, the Gallatin County Sherift’s Office
evacuated 728 residences and 1,674 people. At its height, 373 personnel
responded to the blaze, 68 structures were lost and three firefighters sustained
injuries. The fire torched more than 8,224 acres.
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Lady Big Horns conclude historic season

BY BRANDON WALKER

November 12

CHARLO, Montana. — On the road for a match for the fourth time in seven days, the
Lone Peak High School Lady Big Horns faced the Charlo Vikings on Nov. 9 with the
victor punching their ticket to the state volleyball tournament. The Vikings surfaced
victorious following a competitive match, winning three sets to one—25-19, 26-24, 18-25

and 25-21—ending the Lady Big Horns’ season.

“I think if we played them again, we'd win and then they'd win the next one and we'd
probably go back and forth for a long time,” said LPHS Head Coach Missy Botha. “It was

very evenly matched.”

In their final game in a Lone Peak uniform, seniors Hannah Dreisbach, Ivy Hicks and
Chloe Hammond all led the team in one statistical category. Dreisbach paced LPHS with
her nine kills in the match, Hicks pitched in 26 assists, and Hammond added 22 digs.
Junior T] Nordahl made her presence known at the net, leading the Lady Big Horns with
four blocks against the Vikings, while sophomore Maddie Cone found her touch serving
the ball, accounting for five of the team’s 13 aces.

“Even though they lost it was one of those games where you come off the court knowing
that you've put it all out there [and] you've played your best,” Botha said.

LPHS came into the contest with Charlo having fallen to Manhattan Christian in straight
sets on Nov. 7 in the Western Class-C divisional volleyball tournament championship,
while Charlo advanced to face Lone Peak by defeating Hot Springs in straight sets that

same evening.

The Lady Big Horns season was historic with the team advancing farther in the
postseason than any other volleyball team in Lone Peak history, and they did so having
previously dealt with a pause of their season due to a two-week COVID-19 quarantine.
LPHS concluded the regular season with a nearly flawless 11-1 record, highlighted by a
victory over rival Gardiner—the team’s first victory against the Bruins in four years—with
the lone blemish coming after the two-week layoff at the hands of Manhattan Christian.

LPHS placed third at both the district and divisional volleyball tournaments this season making
them the most successful volleyball team in Lone Peak history. PHOTO BY MICHELLE HORNING

After a busy postseason schedule, Lone Peak concluded the year with a 15-4 overall record
and third place finishes at both the district and divisional tournaments. The Lady Big
Horns will graduate six athletes from this season’s team—Dreisbach, Hicks, Hammond,
Reilly Germain, Nadia Benjdid and Ruth Blodgett.

“It was tough because these seniors, you know, they gifted me with this historic season and
gave me some of the best times of my life,” Botha said of watching the six LPHS seniors
leave the court one last time.

Botha continued to thank LPHS Athletic Director John Hannahs, her coaching staff
including, Kara Blodgett, Krisy Hammond and Bailey Dowd and the parents of the
athletes for their continued support throughout the season.

“It has been unbelievable seeing them grow into such great competitors,” Botha said of the
seniors. “But not only that, wonderful young ladies.”

Tester introduces Montana Headwaters Legacy Act

BY BRANDON WALKER, GABRIELLE GASSER AND MIRA BRODY

December 1

GALLATIN GATEWAY - In the Lakota Tribe, the phrase “Mni wi¢honi” means
“Water is life.” Montana Sen. Jon Tester embraced this quote on Oct. 27 as he
introduced the monumental Montana Headwaters Legacy Act from the TroutChasers
and Fly Fishing Outfitters Lodge in Gallatin Gateway on the banks of the Gallatin
River.

On Dec. 1, Tester introduced the landmark waterway protection act to the U.S. Senate.

Surrounded by representatives from the Greater Yellowstone Coalition, American
Rivers and American Whitewaters and a crowd of about 20, Tester spoke about
the act, a piece of new legislation that would protect 336 river miles in the Custer-
Gallatin and the Helena-Lewis and Clark National Forests, including the Gallatin,
Madison and Smith rivers. It is the most significant wild and scenic designation in
nearly 45 years.

“The bottom line is, if you can hear the water running behind us, that’s what it’s all
about,” Tester said.

Among the organizations present, all spoke of the unifying power rivers have in
Montana culture—they are a place to recreate, seek peace from a fast-paced life,
enjoy the company of family, and pass down to the next generation.

“It’s a real monumental moment and it just makes me proud as a Montanan to

see this next step, and also incredibly appreciative of Senator Tester for his vision
and his leadership to protect these incredible resources in Montana,” said Charles
Drimal, waters program coordinator with the Greater Yellowstone Coalition.
Drimal noted that protecting Montana’s iconic rivers protect three key components:
the economy, environment and quality of life.

Kascie Herron, associate director of outreach and communications for the American
Rivers Northern Rockies Office, was also pleased with the announcement.

“Today is the biggest day I've had since I started working in American Rivers,”
Herron said. “It’s like all of our hard work is actually going to pay oft.”

On Tuesday, Oct. 27, Senator John Tester announced that he will sponsor the Montana
Headwaters Legacy Act, the culmination of 10 years of work by many different organizations in
Montana. PHOTO BY GABRIELLE GASSER

The Montana Headwaters Legacy Act has been in development for the last decade,
led by a collaborative effort called Montanans for Healthy Rivers. According to
healthyriversmt.org, more than 1,000 businesses and three times that amount of
residents support Montanans for Healthy Rivers. If passed, the identified waterways
would receive coveted classification as Wild and Scenic Rivers.

“We’re not to the finish line yet, but this is a crucial milestone and one that we’ve
been working toward for a decade,” said Scott Bosse, Northern Rockies director
of American Rivers. “So, we're extremely pleased about it and we hope the other
members of our congressional delegation will join Senator Tester in this effort.”

More than 50 years ago, Congress established the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System and in March of 2019 the system has already provided conservation
protections for more than 225 rivers throughout the U.S.
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First COVID-19 vaccines
administered at Big Sky
Medical Center

December 23

BY BELLA BUTLER AND MIRA BRODY

BIG SKY — On the top floor of the Bozeman Health Big Sky Medical Center in a
closed off hallway, three nurses received the hospital’s first doses of the long-awaited
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine on Dec. 23.

“We've just been waiting for this,” said Kelly Reynolds, one of the first Medical
Center nurses to receive the vaccine, which received emergency use authorization from
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration on Dec. 18. “Obviously this year has been
horrible for everyone in our community. It’s scary. And I think this is the first step to
getting back to some normalcy.”

Big Sky Medical Center was allotted 100 Moderna vaccine doses for the first round,
enough to vaccinate the entire staff. Similar to the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine, which
was given FDA emergency use authorization on Dec. 11 and administered to staff at
Bozeman Health Deaconess Hospital on Dec. 14, the Moderna vaccine requires two

doses, spaced 28 days apart.

Ody Loomis is the first person in Big Sky to receive a dose of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine.
PHOTO BY GABRIELLE GASSER

“I didn't even feel it,” one of the nurses said with a smile after receiving the long-
anticipated shot.

The rest of the Medical Center staff will receive the first dose of the vaccine over the
next few days, said Lauren Brendel, system director of marketing and communications
for Bozeman Health and public information officer for the Bozeman Health Incident
Command team.

Bozeman Health Deaconess Hospital, Bozeman Health’s flagship facility, received 800
doses of the Moderna vaccine today to inoculate the remaining healthcare workers in the
Bozeman Health system who were not vaccinated with the previously distributed Pfizer
vaccine, of which Bozeman Health received 975 doses.

On the same day that the first round of vaccines were administered at the Big Sky Medical
Center, the Gallatin City-County Health Department unwrapped its own package of 300
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine doses. The Health Department is currently working with
county health officials to distribute these doses to frontline healthcare workers outside of
the Bozeman Health Network, including those working in smaller county clinics, long-
term care facilities, and home health agencies as well as school nurses.

Gallatin City-County Health Department Health Officer Matt Kelley said in a Dec. 23
virtual press conference that they are distributing the vaccine with three primary goals in
mind: safety, timeliness and transparency.

“Frankly, to see that vaccine come out of the box today, I don't think there was anyone in
the room that didn't have goosebumps and there might have been a few tears here and
there, or at least strong-willed people trying to hold back tears,” Kelley said. “I think when
you've gone through something like we've gone through—as a community, as a nation, as a
world—to be able to see innovation and see those vaccines roll across the threshold is really

pretty special.”

Kelley noted that although a vaccine is now available, the communities in Gallatin County
still need to follow guidelines published by the Center for Disease Control and Prevention.
The best way to honor and thank those on the frontlines, he said, is to wear masks, wash
your hands, keep your distance and stay home if you're sick.

On the Zoom screen, he motioned to a row of cards along his office window, notes
of gratitude from the community for the Health Department’s hard work during the
pandemic.

“If people really want to honor the healthcare providers who are out there putting it all on
the line, if they want to support public health, what we would really like them to do is to

help us reduce transmission, because it’s really making a difference.”

W’a/e‘ Open Spaces

Rocking S7 Ranch Lot 4 | Bozeman, MT | $650K
20.232 +/- ACRES
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