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Big Sky schools return with mask mandate 
The Big Sky School District voted on Aug. 24 to return to in-person learning this fall with a 
mask mandate in place for K-12 students, staff and visitors on campus. As COVID-19 cases 
rise in Montana, other school districts are reacting similarly to keep students in school and safe.

Soul Shine celebrates Mark Robin, raises funds for ALS
Soul Shine is more than an event, it’s a feeling. At this year’s annual event honoring the late 
Mark Robin and his battle with ALS, the Robin family reflects on community and the spirit of 
Soul Shine as another Big Sky resident shares his ALS diagnosis. 

CDT hikers reroute through Big Sky
Montana and Idaho wildfires have rerouted Continental Divide Trail hikers through Big Sky 
this summer on their way from Mexico to Canada. These intrepid hikers tell their stories of the 
trail and the mountainous diversion over the Spanish Peaks. 

Ellen Wolferman builds on Lady Big Horns’ legacy
Since stepping in for former coach Missy Botha, Ellen Wolferman, Lone Peak High School 
Lady Big Horn’s new volleyball coach, hopes to build on the team’s historic pervious season. 
The Missoula native has a robust background of coaching under her belt.

The New West: Remembering a conservation legend
Joe Gutkoski, a hero for regional conservation and a champion for protecting the Gallatin 
Range, died on Aug. 5. EBS environmental columnist Todd Wilkinson reflects on Gutkoski’s 
life and the path he’s paved for future conservationists. 

Carolyn Forche, Mara Vanderslice 
Kelly, Forest Ledger, Scott Mechura, 
D. Scott, Bailey Mill, Char Miller, 
Mark Wehrman, Todd Wilkinson

The Yellowstone River carves through the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone, reflecting a golden light from a smoky sunset. Fires in 
the West have contributed to poor air quality across the region. PHOTO BY D. SCOTT

Big Sky community members grin and show 
off their Soul Shine shirts while pedaling in the 
community bike ride on Aug. 12. The bike ride 
kicked off the Big Sky Soul Shine event which 
was founded to remember longtime local Mark 
Robin, who passed away from complications of 
ALS in 2017. PHOTO BY FOREST LEDGER 
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Just listed. These three premier properties will be sold as a package. The 
elegant log home sits on two, ten acre parcels and offers nearly 1000 feet of 
riverfront footage on the iconic Gallatin River, a blue ribbon trout stream. This 
stunning home includes a sauna, a library, three woodburning fireplaces, a fabulous 
bunk room and plenty of outdoor recreation area.

Also, offered as part of the package is a 1.02 acre ski in/ski out lot at Spanish Peaks 
Mountain Club which provides either a golf or ski social membership. Enjoy a world 
class Signature Weiskopf 18 hole golf course, tennis & pickle ball courts, miles of 
hiking and mountain biking trails that double as groomed Nordic/snow shoe trails in 
the winter, 2 1/2 miles of a tributary of the Gallatin River and a clubhouse with fine 
dining, a lively bar, men’s and women’s locker rooms, workout facility, private pool, 
hot tubs & ski access. Enjoy benefits at the Montage hotel as well.

MONTANA DREAM
PROPERTY 

MLS # 360583 LAND | 1.02 +/- ACRESMLS # 360585 | HOME & LAND | 10 +/- ACRES

528 Karst Stage Loop
MLS # 360584 | LAND | 10 +/- ACRES

528 Karst Stage Loop Elkridge Lot 39

Martha Johnson
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E d i t o r i a l :

Jeremy Harder | Lead Facilitator of Creativity and Innovation
“I look forward to rekindling those relationships with the students and seeing their general 
excitement to be back in school. All of us love schedules, and tasks that keep us  
moving forward.” 

Patty Hamblin | Middle School/High School Language Arts Teacher
“This year I am especially excited to get back to a more normal learning environment.  
Last year was a very static experience and it will be nice for all of us to get back to a more 
dynamic environment.”

Whitney McKenzie | Second Grade Teacher
“The thing I look forward to the most at the beginning of the school year is meeting all of my 
new students. I love to find out what we have in common and build our classroom community 
right out of the gate. I enjoy seeing all the smiles of the kids back in school.”

Suzie Klein | Third Grade Teacher
“What I look forward to the most is the wonderful opportunity for new inquiries and 
discoveries. Both staff and students alike are excited to be in the building and you feel 
positive energy. Everyone is fresh off an adventurous summer, so there are plenty of stories 
to share and connections to be made.”

What do you look forward to when 
returning students to the Big Sky 
School District in the fall?

Dear reader, 

One of the greatest privileges we have in our country is that of choice. 
The decisions we make are perhaps the most powerful tools we wield in 
shaping our own lives—and often those of others in our communities.  

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, most of us have 
faced consequential decisions. From a contentious election, to returning 
students to school, to keeping our businesses open—or closed—none of 
it has been easy, but all of it matters. 

In 1791, the Bill of Rights was ratified and it included the First 
Amendment to our Constitution. Since then, the press has been relied 
upon to provide the autonomous people of American communities with 
the facts; an engine of skepticism and curiosity, press is designed to “seek 
truth and report it,” according to the Society of Professional Journalists in 
its code of ethics. When faced with these critical choices, fact-based truth 
is the service we at Explore Big Sky offer you, our community. 

With social media at your fingertips and Google on voice command, 
you have more information available to you each day than ever before. 
Information, though, is not always fact. 

Keep hope, though, for the elusive fact although sometimes lost is not a 
dead concept. Famed Watergate reporter Bob Woodward recently opened 

a class he was teaching on investigative journalism with this declaration: 
“Everyone has their own version of truth. But there are facts. There  
is reality.” 

At Explore Big Sky, we strive to be your source for fact—to shine a light 
on objective reality in a deceptive tunnel of unverified information. Holly 
Michels, a Helena-based state bureau reporter, once told me: “It is our 
job as reporters to verify and present facts. We don’t necessarily ‘decide’ 
what truths are, but we do find out what is fact through the process of 
doing our jobs.” 

Facts are at the heart of our work. Every day.  

The COVID-19 Delta variant is once again threatening our 
communities and once again, forcing each of us to confront consequential 
decisions. This week we bring you news of this highly infectious variant 
along with reporting on how our community members and institutions 
are dealing with it. 

Just as we at Explore Big Sky will do our part to report the news fairly 
and accurately, I encourage you, dear reader, to do your part to seek out 
facts—and trust in them. 

Bella Butler,  
Senior Editor 

EBS: A source for fact
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 A biweekly District bulletin    

BETTER TOGETHER

Resort Tax Project Spotlights

In Fiscal Year 2021 (July 2020-June 2021) 48 projects from 25 sponsoring organizations 
were awarded funding for projects and programs critical to the Big Sky Community. 
Throughout the year we will be regularly featuring Resort Tax funded community inititives. 
Additional Project Spotlights can be found @ ResortTax.org

Administered by the Big Sky Resort Area District, Resort Tax is a 4% tax on luxury goods & services. 
OUR VISION: “Big Sky is BETTER TOGETHER as a result of wise investments, an engaged community, and the pursuit of excellence.”

September 8th

@ 9:00 am8
SEPT

October 13th 
@ 9:00 am 13

OCT

Upcoming Board Meetings

*District Meetings are held at the Resort Tax 
office (11 Lone Peak Dr. #204) and through Zoom

Share public comment by emailing 
Info@ResortTax.org 

or by attending District meetings.  
Visit ResortTax.org 
for more information.

Project:  
  Water Supply Resiliency Projects 
Sponsors:  
   Gallatin River Task Force

   The Big Sky Water Conservation Program incentivizes 
community members to engage in practices that save water 
and protect Big Sky’s drinking water supply and streamflows. 
A cumulative yearly water savings of 6,639,043 gallons has 
been achieved since the program started in 2016. Water Supply 

Project:  
   Artist Fees and Equipment Purchases 
Sponsor:  
   Warren Miller Performing Arts Center

    After a dizzying array of pivots and ingenuity, Warren Miller Performing Arts Center 
(WMPAC) managed to serve more individuals during the pandemic than in any other year 
of its history. More than 10,000 people were served through both inperson and virtual 
formats, and opportunities for over 100 professional artists from around the nation were 
created. WMPAC also now has the infrastructure to turn any event into a virtual or hybrid 
event with cameras and streaming systems, which will create flexibility moving forward as 
the pandemic moves into its next phases. 
Learn more @ WarrenMillerPAC.org

Did You Know...?
Temporary Event vendors 

are also subject to Resort Tax 
registrations.

Project:  
   Community Library Operations 
Sponsor: 
   Friends of the Library

    Serving the Big Sky community for over 20 years, the library provides a variety of 
resources and services to locals and visitors in the Big Sky Area. The library promotes a 
greater appreciation of literature and lifelong learning by providing in-person and on-line 
programs to ensure equitable services to all community members. Available memberships 
and subscriptions include Rosseta Stone, Kanopy, The New York Times, and Gale Databases. 
A regular story time, Mondays at 10:30am, provide parents an opportunity to expose their 
children to a variety of materials. And summer reading programs for all ages are available 
as well as the One Book Big Sky Book Club. Join the over 2600 community members with 
library cards and learn more @ BigSkyLibrary.com 
Library Hours: Monday: 10am-6pm | Tuesday: 4pm-8pm | Wednesday & Thursday: 2pm-6pm

Resiliency Planning will optimize the use of Big Sky’s limited ground and surface water with 
better monitoring, forecasting, and management recommendations. Additionally, Town Center 
installed 290 linear feet of purple pipe in the Town Center. Once connected to the Big Sky 
Water and Sewer District, this project will save 5 million gallons a year of potable water being 
withdrawn for irrigation.
Learn more @ GallatinRiverTaskForce.org
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It takes a village to end human trafficking
Editor’s note: Human traff icking is an international issue as well as a domestic one. According 
to the North Central Montana Human Trafficking Task Force, Montana ranks f ifth in the 
country with the highest number of missing and murdered indigenous persons. One in seven 
runaways in the U.S. is likely a victim of sex traff icking.

BY MARA VANDERSLICE KELLY
The act of compelling someone into work or commercial sex through force, fraud or 
coercion is called human trafficking. And while it’s illegal everywhere in the world, it 
happens every day, even in the U.S. 
 
Human trafficking takes many forms: A foster care youth forced into commercial 
sex work by someone pretending to be her “boyfriend”; a migrant locked in a house, 
compelled to cook and clean; a man with a mental health disability laboring in a poultry 
processing plant for no pay. It occurs across oceans and in our own backyards.

And it’s a $150 billion-a-year industry. There are more than 40 million victims 
worldwide, including here in America. The National Human Trafficking Hotline 
recorded 11,500 domestic cases in 2019. 
 
And those were just the reported cases. Many more are never brought to light. 
 
Sadly, marginalized communities—people of color, Native Americans, LGBTQ+ 
individuals, undocumented immigrants, and survivors of abuse—are more likely to 
become victims. Studies estimate that 40 percent of U.S. sex trafficking victims are Black 
Americans and over 60 percent of labor trafficking victims are Hispanic. 
 
There is no silver bullet to end human trafficking, and it won’t happen overnight. 
However, a concerted effort from all levels of society to combat this evil is our best hope 
to end it. 
 
When communities come together, we can develop a comprehensive response. United 
Way leverages our network of more than 1,000 United Ways in 40 countries to 
identify and support local stakeholders in the fight against trafficking. By mobilizing 

individuals, businesses, governments and nonprofit organizations, our Center to Combat 
Human Trafficking helps coordinate efforts to end this systemic injustice. 
 
This comprehensive approach is being piloted in cities across the country, from Las 
Vegas to Atlanta. Each program is designed to address each community’s unique 
challenges, from child abuse to poverty to homelessness. 
 
Companies can work to educate their employees and marshal donations toward projects 
dedicated to combatting trafficking. Many employees at UPS, for instance, are trained 
to spot signs of trafficking on their daily routes. UPS employees have given millions of 
dollars to anti-trafficking efforts led by United Way’s Center. 
 
Additionally, business leaders can strive to employ survivors of trafficking. Secure 
employment and financial stability help reduce one’s risk of being trafficked again. 
Employing survivors may require more inclusive hiring practices, like not 
automatically disqualifying those with criminal records. As one advisor at the 
Human Trafficking Legal Center explains, trafficking victims are often “arrested and 
prosecuted for their traffickers’ crimes.” 
 
Individuals can support anti-human trafficking initiatives by considering their 
purchasing choices. Consumers can look for signs of sex and labor trafficking in stores, 
salons, hotels and restaurants. They can research whether brands employ responsible 
sourcing practices in their supply chains. 
 
Concerned voters have immense influence to wield, too. Congress will soon 
reauthorize the Trafficking Victims Protection Act, which was first passed in 2000 to 
prosecute traffickers and support survivors. Americans can call their representatives and 
urge them to pass this legislation and fund anti-trafficking efforts. 
 
Every day, our lives intersect with this issue through the products we purchase, the 
systems we perpetuate, and people we pass on the street. Each of us has the opportunity 
and ability to combat human trafficking. United, we can end it. 
 
Mara Vanderslice Kelly is the executive director of the United Way Center to Combat 
Human Trafficking.

O p - E d :

Whether you choose to hunt, hike, 
fish, horseback ride, ATV or just 

simply enjoy the privacy and 
take in the views, The Reserve at 

Willow Creek is exclusively the 
quintessential location to build 

your Montana dream.

Lots starting at $1.750M

Located against the foothills of 
the Bangtail Mountain range in 

Southwest Montana, The Reserve 
at Willow Creek offers you the best 

of what makes Montana great. 
These one-of-a-kind, 157 +/- acre 
parcels provide world-class views, 
end of the road privacy and wide-

open spaces, only 25 minutes from 
Livingston, Montana.

thereserveatwillowcreek.com

All information given is considered reliable, but because it has been supplied by third parties, we cannot represent that it is accurate or complete, and should not be relied upon as such. These offerings are subject to errors, omissions, and changes including price or withdrawal 
without notice.  All rights reserved. Equal Housing Opportunity.  If you currently have a listing agreement or buyer broker agreement with another agent, this is not a solicitation to change. ©2016 LK REAL ESTATE, llc.  lkrealestate.com  * Membership upon approval

E.J. Daws
ej@lkrealestate.com

(406) 589-6247

Buzz Tatom
buzz.tatom@evrealestate.com

(406) 580-4774

Co-Listed By
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Pfizer vaccine gets  
FDA approval
EBS STAFF

WASHINGTON D.C. – On Aug. 23, the Food and Drug 
Administration approved the first COVID-19 vaccine, known as the 
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine. This approves the vaccine for 
the prevention of COVID-19 in individuals 16 years of age and older, 
but the vaccine will still be available under emergency use authorization 
for individuals 12 through 15 years of age and for the administration of 
a third dose in certain immunocompromised individuals.

Following this announcement from the FDA, Montana Sens. Jon 
Tester and Steve Daines issued statements.

 “This is a huge achievement,” said Daines in a press release. “While 
millions of people have already received safe COVID-19 vaccines, I’m 
hopeful that the news today will help instill additional confidence to 
get vaccinated. I encourage all Montanans to talk to their doctor about 
getting a free, safe and effective COVID-19 vaccine.”

“With the dangerous Delta variant causing COVID-19 cases to spike 
all across our state, full FDA approval of the Pfizer vaccine is welcome 
news and more proof that these vaccines are both incredibly safe and 
extremely effective,” said Tester in a press release. “These shots have 
undergone extensive scientific testing, and I encourage every eligible 
Montanan to get vaccinated as quickly as possible to protect themselves 
and their community so we can finally beat this pandemic and get 
Montana’s economy back on the right track once and for all.”
 
As of Monday, Aug. 25, 458,497 Montanans are fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19.

Yellowstone fire  
danger lowered
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

MAMMOTH, WY – Yellowstone National Park fire danger was lowered to 
“high,” and stage 1 fire restrictions lifted on Aug. 23 due to widespread rain in 
the park.

Yellowstone National Park lowered the parkwide fire danger from “very high” 
to “high” due to an average of two inches of rain that fell across the park the 
week of Aug. 16. 

Stage 1 fire restrictions (put in place July 1) are no longer in effect. The park 
will evaluate the need for restrictions for the remainder of the fire season. 

Campfires are allowed within established fire rings in campgrounds and 
some backcountry campsites. 

Campfires must always be attended and cold to the touch before abandoning. 
Soak, stir, feel and repeat until cold. 

Visitors are reminded that negligently starting a wildfire may result in fines 
and/or imprisonment. 

Currently there are no active wildfires in the park. Stay informed about 
Yellowstone’s fire activity. 

Visibility in the park varies due to drifting smoke from wildfires throughout 
the West. Visit www.airnow.gov for details.

Public meeting on Missouri 
Headwaters State Park
MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS

THREE FORKS – Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks is developing a master 
plan for Missouri Headwaters State Park and is seeking public input on 
current and future usage and needs for the park. 

Staff from Missouri Headwaters State Park and WWC Engineering will host 
a public meeting on Wednesday, Sept. 1, to discuss the goals of the master 
plan and answer questions from the public. They will also discuss current 
conditions at the park and introduce a survey where people can provide input 
on the planning effort. 

The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in the annex of the United Methodist 
Church, 124 2nd Ave. E, in Three Forks. The annex is just west of the main 
church building. Those who are unable to attend or wish to attend virtually 
can do so over Zoom. A link to the meeting can be found at https://go.usa.
gov/xF62W. 

The master planning effort for the park includes several goals: 
• Guide the development and use of park facilities. 
• Provide guidelines for the protection and management of important 

natural, cultural and scenic resources. 
• Provide visitors with a wide range of experiences. 
• Provide for public health and safety. 
• Address short-term and long-term needs, while making the least impact 

on the landscape and cultural resources. 
• Broaden visitors’ knowledge and appreciation of the area. 
• Accommodate crowds while still allowing for areas of solitude. 

Those wishing to provide input on issues considered in the master planning 
process can do so through an online survey available at surveymonkey.
com/r/9HFZDKQ. For more information about the project, please 
visitwwcengineering.com/portfolio/headwaters-state-park-master-plan. 

Missouri Headwaters State Park is about 5 miles north of Three Forks on 
Trident Road. For more information about the park, please visit fwp.mt.gov/
stateparks/missouri-headwaters or call 406-285-3610.

State Parks sees  
visitation increase
EBS STAFF

HELENA – Like many neighboring recreation sites and national parks, 
Montana State Parks saw an influx of visitors this year as residents and visitors 
to the Treasure State sought the outdoors. State Parks reported 1.5 million 
visitors from January to June of this year—an 11.1 percent increase from last 
year and 44.1 percent increase from 2019.

“For the second straight year, the state parks system has experienced 
significant visitation growth for the first half of the year,” said Beth Shumate, 
state parks division administrator in a news release. “Our staff, volunteers, 
and partner organizations have done an excellent job of providing a safe 
and inviting place for people to experience some of the most outstanding 
historical, cultural, and recreational opportunities that Montana has to offer.”

The top five most visited parks between January and June of this year were:
Giant Springs State Park, Great Falls – 212,329 visits
Spring Meadow Lake State Park, Helena – 152,515 visits
Flathead Lake State Park (all units), Flathead Lake – 147,003 visits
Cooney Reservoir State Park, Roberts – 124,834 visits
Lake Elmo State Park, Billings – 106,754 visits
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BY MIRA BRODY AND GABRIELLE GASSER
BIG SKY – The Big Sky School District School Board at an Aug. 24 emergency 
meeting voted unanimously to require masks for all K-12 students and staff returning to 
school this year. 

The vote was preceded by an extensive discussion which included public comments both 
submitted ahead of time and presented in the meeting. Among public comments received 
ahead of the school board meeting, 10 comments supported the mask mandate, three 
comments preferred an optional masking policy and one commenter advocated for a 
revival of the COVID-19 surveillance testing program.

Now, the plan is for students to return to 100 percent in-person learning on Aug. 30 with 
masks required, cleaning and disinfecting procedures in place, temperature checks at the 
doors, and physical distancing. The pod system will be used when necessary to maintain 
distancing when the size of the facility doesn’t allow for appropriate spacing.

The vote on the school district’s COVID-19 Emergency Policy 1905 regarding face 
coverings reverses the board’s July 30 decision to make mask wearing optional. At its July 
meeting, the board noted they would continue to look for guidance from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, and revisit their decision closer to the start of the  
school year.

The board considered three options provided by the Montana High School Association 
as well as guidance on how to factor recent legislation into their decision. House Bill 
702, which on May 7 passed through the Montana Legislature and was signed into 
law by Gov. Greg Gianforte, prohibits agencies and businesses from requiring vaccines. 
Montana is currently the only state in the U.S. with a law banning vaccine requirements.

MHSA options included requiring masks for all students and staff, leaving mask wearing 
as optional, or requiring masks for a specific age group or set of grade levels. 

Each trustee offered their respective opinion on the options, as did the public. 

Board Chair Loren Bough wrote in an email to EBS that he was proud of the way the 
board focused on three issues: “health and safety of students and staff, providing in-person 
instruction with reduced risk of interruption, and reflecting the values and beliefs of our 
community in Big Sky.”

Trustee Matt Jennings said he wished to begin the school year cautiously and ease up as 
the situation develops. The rest of the trustees were in agreement, preferring the most 
sweeping of the MHSA options which requires all students, faculty and staff to mask up. 

Bough voiced a shared concern over the board’s responsibility to protect younger students 
between ages 5-12 who cannot yet receive the COVID-19 vaccine. The majority of 
public comment received during the meeting aligned with this concern and commentors 
advocated for mask wearing.

“The Board made a pivot to safety,” wrote Bough. “Masks improve the health and safety 
of the school, particularly for the 5-to-12-year-old learners who do not have an option to 
protect themselves with a vaccination.”

Sabrina Sigourney, parent of two children in the district, submitted a comment to 
Shipman ahead of the school board meeting expressing support for the optional masking 
policy. She also responded to an EBS request for comment, writing, “COVID-19 is a virus 

we need to learn to live with, so it is imperative we reduce the disruption to children and 
young people’s education—particularly given that the direct clinical risks to children are 
very low, and everyone over the age of 12 has been offered a vaccine.” 

Bough said there is another opt-in testing program in the works for the 2021-22 school 
year that would provide weekly tests for students. The program would cost approximately 
$20,000 a week, he said. Bough said the new effort would receive funding from charitable 
foundations and Shipman added that the school will also pursue funding through the 
Montana Department of Health and Human Services.

Shipman said the goal will be to garner a similar level of participation in the program as 
last year to provide the most accurate data that the school board and administrators can 
use to make informed decisions. While the proposal hasn’t yet been finalized, Shipman 
said the program would likely be able to provide results within the same day.

The board also took into consideration the decisions of other school boards across 
Montana. Schools nationwide are grappling over issuing mask mandates, especially as  
the Delta variant, the more contagious mutation of COVID-19, causes spikes in illness 
and hospitalizations.

“A record number of kids are being hospitalized and that’s what’s different about Delta 
variant,” said Bozeman Health Pediatrician Dr. Pepper Henyon during an Aug. 20 
Gallatin County press call, although health professionals aren’t sure yet why this is. 
Henyon added that although half of these hospitalized kids have underlying conditions 
such as asthma and obesity, the other half have minimal or no underlying conditions.

On Aug. 24, the Bozeman School District Board also supported masking in its school 
system. In a 7-1 vote, the board approved policy changes that allowed the superintendent 
to require masks for students, staff and visitors, a mandate that went into effect 
immediately. 

Billings School District reversed its mask optional policy following a COVID-19 
outbreak among a district sports team. Butte School District will also require masks for 
the first four weeks of school starting Aug. 31, and the Great Falls School District is 
mandating masks for students pre-K through sixth grade and recommending mask use for 
middle and high school students after COVID-19 cases in Cascade County reached the 
threshold of “high” transmission.

In addition to passing a mask mandate, the Big Sky School Board also unanimously 
passed a motion on Policy 1903, requiring that all visitors to the school wear masks.  
The exception to this policy is that masks will be optional for all outdoor  
extracurricular activities. 

The board also passed Policy 1908, which defines only three instances where children 
will be allowed to make use of the virtual/distance learning option: when students are 
immunocompromised as attested to by a doctor, when students have been exposed to 
COVID-19 or are in quarantine, and on a case-by-case basis determined by other  
health concerns.

At an Aug. 23 Big Sky Town Hall discussion hosted by EBS that covered the 
Delta variant and returning students to the classroom, panelist Jason Moore, PhD 
epidemiologist and a PA in emergency medicine, noted that an increase in cases of kids 
contracting COVID-19 is being attributed to the Delta variant.

“The people that are getting the sickest are the unvaccinated,” Moore said. “That we 
know. Everyone is entitled to their own opinion but not their own facts,” he added, 
referencing a quote from U.S. Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan. “That is taking all 
politics out of it, all conjecture. That is one fact that we know.”

Big Sky schools implement mask mandate ahead of semester
Board makes ‘pivot to safety’

*Data as of Aug. 25. Sources: Gallatin City-County Health Department and American Academy of Pediatrics.

Gallatin County COVID-19  
by the numbers

56% 
Residents vaccinated

31% 
School-aged children  

(12-17) who are eligible  
are fully vaccinated

Deaths due to  
the virus

64
Active COVID-19 cases

195
Hospitalizations

14

Child mortality rate  
nationwide for COVID-19

.02%

In 2021, students at Ophir Elementary School returned to 100 percent in-person learning on 
Jan. 11 with precautions in place like these plexiglass dividers between students. Leading into the 
2021-22 school year, the school board voted to require masks and put in place many of the same 
precautions seen last year. PHOTO BY BRITTANY SHIRLEY
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Water and sewer board advances talks on RiverView annexation
Board splits over concern for future water and sewer capacity

BY BELLA BUTLER

BIG SKY – The Big Sky County Water and 
Sewer board on Aug. 24 moved closer to 
annexing the forthcoming RiverView workforce 
housing project into the local water and sewer 
district. Moved to its second reading by means 
of a 4-3 vote, the latest of three ordinances 
would also grant the project water and sewer 
hookups no later than Aug. 1, 2023. 

Though the vote advanced the ordinance to 
its second and possibly final reading, board 
members on either side of the decision struggled 
to come to their own conclusions. 

“We’re representing everyone’s interests well  
and it’s a really good, balanced board,” said board 
member Brian Wheeler after the meeting.  
“I can’t remember … the last time we had a  
split decision.” 

RiverView is an affordable housing project 
brought forth through a partnership between 
the Big Sky Community Housing Trust and 
Lone Mountain Land Company, a regional 
development arm of CrossHarbor  
Capital Partners. 

The development would create 100 deed-
restricted units available to employees working 
full time within the Big Sky Resort Area 
District boundary. Twenty-five of these units 
would be owned the housing trust and 75 would 
be owned by LMLC. The housing trust and LMLC will seek one SFE per unit.  

Since June, the board has voted on three different versions of an annexation 
ordinance, which has been amended twice in an attempt to find common 
ground between the housing trust’s needs and the board’s concerns. 

The housing trust in April applied for a 9 percent Low Income Housing Tax 
Credit award to fund most of its 25 units, which if received would come with 
the contingency that the project be online within a certain period after receiving 
the funds. On the other hand, the board has been worried that if hookups 
are committed to the development before the first phase of their in-progress 
plant upgrade is finished and capacity is increased, service to current ratepayers 
seeking hookups down the road could be compromised.   

In what would have been the second and possibly final reading of the ordinance 
at an Aug. 24 meeting, the district’s legal counsel, Susan Swimley, informed the 
board that the motion made at their July 20 meeting did not include mention 
of the guaranteed 25 SFEs the housing trust’s portion of the project would 
require. If the board wanted to include this, it would add new language to the 
ordinance and kick it back to a third first reading. 

The housing trust proposed prior to the Aug. 24 meeting that it would not seek 
hookups until Phase 1 of the plant expansion is completed—district Executive 
Director Ron Edwards estimated completion in the first half of 2023—or until 
Aug. 1, 2023, if Phase 1 of the expansion has not been completed. 

The board debated this condition for an hour over concern for capacity should 
the expansion not be done by Aug. 1, 2023, when the project would hook up. 
A graph prepared by Scott Buecker with AE2S Engineering showed projected 
capacity by 2023 based on various growth scenarios. 

According to the graph, if the hookup demand continues its current growth rate 
of 4 percent, the district will likely reach full capacity by late summer 2023. If 
the growth rate increases by 1 or 2 percent, the timeline moves up to between 
February and April 2023.  

Board member Peter Manka made a motion to annex the property in and 
immediately grant the development 25 SFEs with the understanding that 
the housing trust would not seek them until completion of the Phase 1 plant 
expansion or until Aug. 1, 2023. Manka included in his motion that if the  
trust did not receive LIHTC funding, it would surrender the SFEs back to  
the district. 

When the vote was called, board members Dick Fast and Bill Shropshire along 
with board president Tom Reeves voted against the ordinance, while Manka, 
Mike DuCuennois, Brian Wheeler and Mike Wilcynski voted in favor. 

Though the vote was split, most board members later told EBS that the 
decision was incredibly difficult. 

Fast, Shropshire and Reeves each said that too much uncertainty surrounds 
future capacity to commit the 25 SFEs to the housing trust with the possibility 
that the plant expansion will not be completed. 

“I think now more than ever … we’re facing a lot of uncertainties with supplies 
and other things with all the building going on,” Fast, who voted against the 
ordinance in July as well, told EBS after the meeting. He added that the plant 
contractor has already issued some delays, which Edwards confirmed. 

“We’re not quite sure what’s going to happen, and I think that there’s just 
enough uncertainty in this that I don’t want us to commit to something that we 
can’t honor down the road,” Fast said. 

Fast, who’s served on the board for nearly 18 years, said this is one of the 
toughest decisions he’s had to make. “Those of us who voted against this were 
put in a not-great position that we had to vote against affordable housing which 
the community wants,” Reeves said, “and that’s a difficult vote for us.” 

Housing trust Executive Director Laura Seyfang told EBS that she was pleased 
with the outcome of the vote, though she would feel more confident going into 
the September meeting had it not been so close.  

“None of us can see exactly what’s going to happen, but at some point you make 
a commitment to the life of this community,” she said. “And it was frustrating 
to me that not everyone could see it from that perspective.” 

Manka, Wheeler and DuCuennois said that the projected capacity data 
provided by Buecker tipped their decisions in favor of the ordinance. That, they 
said, and the overwhelming need for workforce housing. 

“I just felt like the potential benefits for the community really kind of swayed 
my decision,” Manka told EBS. “We desperately need some solutions to this 
workforce housing crisis.” 

The board will vote again on the second reading of the ordinance at its Sept.  
21 meeting.

This graph, adapted from one presented by Scott Buecker with AE2S Engineering in the Aug. 24 Big Sky County Water and Sewer 
Board  meeting, shows projected water and sewer capacity by 2023 based on various growth scenarios. GRAPHIC BY ME BROWN
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BY BELLA BUTLER 

BIG SKY – On a hot, smoky Saturday in 
Big Sky, Jeff Bolton, battalion chief for 
the Big Sky Fire Department, hoists a 
42-pound bag up a 49-foot-tall tower in 
front of the Wilson Hotel in the Big Sky 
Town Center. Bolton, outfitted in 50-pound 
firefighting gear head-to-toe, is finishing 
up the first leg of a relay at the Scott 3M 
Firefighter Combat Challenge.

The competition was founded in 1991 
by Paul Davis, a physiologist and former 
firefighter, who sought to offer firefighters 
a competitive opportunity to maintain the 
physical fitness their occupation requires.

Thirty years later, more than 50 firefighters 
hailing from Big Sky to Boca Raton, 
Florida—and several places in between—
sweat it out in the Wilson Hotel parking 
lot Aug. 13 and 14 for the challenge’s 
510th challenge.   

Shane Farmer, a firefighter with the Big Sky department, has been 
competing in the challenge since 2006 and started advocating for 
establishing Big Sky as a challenge venue when he moved to town in 2018. 
This year, the department and the Wilson Hotel presented the event to Big 
Sky for the first time with the help of several community sponsors.

“The firefighters in the fire service are really passionate about health and 
fitness,” Farmer said. “We definitely consider ourselves occupational athletes, 
because the tasks that we have to do are just so athletic in nature.”

Big Sky resident Robbeye Samardich stood with her kids and friends on the 
event sidelines on Saturday, cheering for the hometown team. “We think of 
them as heroes,” she said, “but we don’t really ever see what they do … It’s 
nice to have an activity to really show our support for what they do for us.”
Farmer said one value of the challenge is the visibility it provides to  
the public.  

“For the community to be able to see us do that in a safe, competitive 
arena, I feel like that gives them added confidence in the members of their 
community that their tax dollars are paying [firefighters’] salaries, and they 
get to see it firsthand,” Shane said.

The challenge course consists of five events, each meant to mimic a 
component of a firefighter’s job. Competitors begin by running up five steep 

flights of stairs carrying a hose pack. At 
the top of the stairs, they hoist a 42-pound 
weight attached to a 7-pound rope from the 
ground to the top of the tower.

Next, competitors practice strength used 
in forcible-entry scenarios by pounding a 
160-pound steel beam five horizontal feet 
with a shot mallet. Competitors then run 
a slalom course, grab a hose and drag it 
through two saloon doors before shooting 
water at a target. The course finishes with a 
victim rescue, where competitors must drag 
a 175-pound mannequin to the finish. This 
grueling course has earned a reputation for 
what Men’s Journal magazine called “the 
toughest two minutes in sports.”

The first day of the challenge in Big Sky, 
competitors ran the course individually. 
The following morning, the event took on 
a relay format. Firefighters grouped up with 
their departments to compete in tandem 
teams as well as larger relay teams. To kick 
off the Saturday event, firefighters and their 
families also competed in the relay.  

Representing Big Sky, Farmer, his wife Amanda, their 4-year-old son 
Maddox, and 2-year-old daughter Lennox competed in the relay against the 
Briggs family from Florida to kick off the team contests.

Firefighter crews followed the family fun, bringing a quicker pace and 
ambitious energy to the course. In the relay category, the Big Sky Fire team 
claimed 3rd place.

Capt. Mitch Hamel with the Big Sky Fire Department competed in 
individual, tandem and relay competitions.  

“I think [what I liked about the challenge] was taking the skills we do 
every day when we respond to an emergency and putting them in a fun 
atmosphere and being able to go as hard as we can and show the community 
what we do when we might come to your house,” Hamel said.

Between the fist bumps, hugs and family-like banter, the only way to tell the 
teams apart were the labels on their uniforms. Many competitors said this 
family-like camaraderie is what makes the challenge so special.

“We’re competing against each other, but at the same time we’re all 
supporting each other,” said Cody Ferris, a member of California-based 
Team Travis and a firefighter with the Travis Air Force Base  
Fire Department.  

Perhaps the greatest showing of support was for Bill Christiansen, 65, from 
Lansing, Michigan. Though Christiansen is retired, he continues to compete 
to stay in shape and enjoy the friendship.

Clad in suspenders patterned with flames, Christiansen ran the course 
several times throughout the event. It doesn’t matter how old you are, 
Farmer, 45, said. When you show up to a fire, the conditions don’t change 
depending on who you are.

Farmer said they hope to bring the event back next year, and with it another 
chance for the community to come out and support their local 
first responders.

In one of the event’s final runs, Farmer stood atop the stair tower in full gear 
preparing for the next round. His son Maddox watched in wonder among a 
group of friends and community members. He lifted a small hand in the air 
and pointed to Shane, pride stretched across his smile. “Look!” he shouted. 
“That’s my dad!”

Local firefighters compete in heated competition
Big Sky hosts internationally touring Firefighter Combat Challenge

Capt. Mitch Hamel with the Big Sky Fire Department drags a 175-pound 
mannequin down the course during the rescue event of the tandem relay. 
PHOTO BY BELLA BUTLER

The Big Sky Fire and Big Sky Hybrid teams gather after competing against one another in 
the consolation round at the Scott 3M Firefighter Combat Challenge in Big Sky on Aug. 12. 
PHOTO BY BELLA BUTLER
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BY BELLA BUTLER

BIG SKY – On Election Day 2016, two months after being diagnosed with 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, long-time Big Sky local Mark Robin took to  
his blog. 

Under the name “Marky Moose in Big Sky,” Mark often wrote about his family, 
his business and his community. His posts were honest and poetic, much like 
the man himself. On this particular day, he expressed his feelings about the 
election results and then wrote about his current state: 

“Everyday when I wake up
in the morning and I struggle
to get out of bed
I know that this is my reality
and there is no way out
except to be strong and positive
and to surround myself with people
I love and enjoy” 

Mark lived with ALS for 13 more months before passing away on Dec. 18, 
2017; 13 months surrounded by people he loved and enjoyed. 

In 1993, Mark moved to Big Sky with his wife, Jackie, and the couple started 
their business, The Hungry Moose Market & Deli, the following year. As a 
longtime local and owner of a community centering point, the roster of people 
Mark loved—and who loved Mark dearly—was robust. 

The Robins always embraced community. You couldn’t walk into the Moose 
without being greeted by Mark and enveloped in conversation with Jackie. They 
donated time, money and goods to various local causes, and their sons Micah, 
Andrew and Howie remember their dad frequently slipping free ice cream 
cones to kids over the counter. 

When Mark was diagnosed, the community took on a whole new meaning—
and necessity—for the Robin family. 

“For Mark, he lost everything within nine months,” Jackie said. Everything 
included his ability to walk, talk and, eventually, to breathe. From friends like 
Tracy Jacobson and Candice Brownmiller, who took shifts caretaking for Mark, 
to others like Klaudia Kosiak, who would play piano for him, the Robins were 
inundated with Big Sky’s spirit. 

Jackie split her time between mothering three sons, running a business and 
caring for Mark, and would assign willing friends tasks she didn’t have time to 
do, things like researching different technologies and tools to help Mark write 
and speak. 

In summer of 2017, the Hungry Moose, a regular sponsor each summer for one 
of the Arts Council of Big Sky’s Thursday night concerts, utilized the show as a 
way to thank the community for its role in supporting their family and business, 
and to raise funds for ALS-related causes. 

Four years later, the summer event, known as Soul Shine and still sponsored by 
the Hungry Moose—now owned by Kristin Kern—celebrates Mark’s life and 
reinvigorates the community.

“I feel like the spirit of Soul Shine is …  allowing yourself to feel the emotions 
in a sense,” said Andrew, 28. “It’s there to be happy and sad.”  

“It’s a kind of seeing the shine in a lot of things and keeping your head up,” 
added Howie, 21. 

Soul Shine community grows, embodies spirit of late, 
beloved local

This year, Soul Shine, an event celebrating the life of the late Mark Robin, kicked off with a community bike ride to the Hummocks trail, one of Mark’s favorites. PHOTO BY FOREST LEDGER

A young Big Sky resident dons a vintage Soul Shine shirt. PHOTO BY FOREST LEDGER

The Soul Shine bike parade cruises through South Fork. PHOTO BY FOREST LEDGER



LOCAL August 27 - September 9, 2021  13Explore Big Sky

Mark’s sons say their father was the embodiment of Soul Shine. “He was  
never someone who was afraid to hide his emotions,” Andrew said. “Any 
speech he gave for bar mitzvahs or whatnot, he would tear up and cry with 
tears of joy. Always.” 

Soul Shine as an event has seen numerous iterations over the years, but the Big 
Sky staple has remained steadfast in its local ties through community anchors. 

Local band Dammit Lauren!, featuring longtime Moose employee and friend 
Lauren Jackson as lead singer, has performed at every Soul Shine and was 
this year joined on stage at the Aug. 12 event by local group and event opener 
Moonlight Moonlight. 

Before the music, the Robins led a community bike ride through town, 
finishing at the Hummocks trail, a favorite of Mark’s and a local go-to. The 
parade of bikers, young and old, was decorated with riders donning ear-to-
ear smiles and signature Soul Shine shirts from various years of the event; 
“vintage,” Jackie called them. 

In between sets on stage at Len Hill Park, Jackie, Howie, Micah and Andrew 
hopped on stage as they have each year since the first Soul Shine when Mark 
was there to join them. Jackie shared a bit about Mark and how Soul Shine 
came to be. 

“The element of Soul Shine is really all about gratitude,” she said to a crowd  
of an estimated 2,500-plus, “because the Big Sky community rallied around  
us like you wouldn’t believe. So, we created Soul Shine. It’s music, it’s fun,  
it’s celebration.” 

This year’s event also raised funds for Team Gleason, a nonprofit that provides 
various kinds of support to those living with ALS. 

The ALS Therapy Development Institute says approximately 30,000 
Americans are living with the neurodegenerative disease. Yet Big Sky, a town of 
roughly 3,000 people, suffered another blow in 2019 when another resident was 
also diagnosed with ALS. 

Eric Bertelson, 43, moved to Big Sky with his wife Janie and three sons in 
2017. Two years later, Eric began to feel symptoms and was diagnosed with 
ALS. Emily Potts, Janie’s sister, remembers Eric telling her stories of the early 
warning signs. 

“He was playing catch with his son Mac,” Emily remembers. “Mac [threw] the 
ball over his head and Eric went to go catch the ball, but his arms didn’t go up.” 

The Bertelson family was largely private about Eric’s diagnosis at first, but 
as his condition worsened, Emily created a spreadsheet with tasks the family 
needed help with and a network of community members that had volunteered 
their time. 

“I would email the spreadsheet out and the list of people just kind of grew and 
grew,” Emily said, “because people would text me or call me or reach out and say 
‘Is there anything we can possibly do for the Bertelsons?’” 

Two weeks before Soul Shine this year, Emily reached out to Jackie to tell her 
that Janie was looking for an avenue to express her gratitude to the community 
and wanted Emily to speak on behalf of the Bertelson family at the event. Jackie 
included Emily without question in a true embrace of the Soul Shine spirit. 

“Taking hardship or really hard things and then being open and bringing in 
the community… I think that is what we did and what Soul Shine is kind of all 
about,” she said. 

On the stage at this year’s Soul Shine, Jackie shared the mic with Emily. 

“Eric has lived with ALS for 28 months,” Emily told the crowd. “And while it 
has taken almost everything from him, it has not diminished his heart, mind 
or indomitable spirit. He greets each new day with a smile. And he makes the 
most of every precious moment.” 

Janie and Emily’s sister, Kate Gilbane, who lives on the East Coast, shared a 
video on social media of Emily and Jackie speaking at Soul Shine. The post 
raised nearly $11,000 for Team Gleason. 

The Bertelson’s oldest son Mac, 12, is now a freeride skier with the Big Sky Ski 
Education Foundation. Micah, 24, is one of his coaches.

“It’s just kind of cool to have this connection with his family and be able to pick 
out his line and go to ski competitions and … take a video that I can send to his 
dad,” Micah said. 

Not unlike the way the brightest wildflowers will grow where land has burned, 
a strong community often transforms hardship into vibrancy. Misfortune 
becomes a catalyst for community gathering, for basking in Soul Shine, and for 
expressing love.  

In his 2016 blog post, Mark concluded with what can only now be considered a 
prophetic declaration; a gaze into future Soul Shines:

“I know that despite all this craziness

I will always be surrounded by love.” 

The Bertelson family poses together (left to right) Mac, Gus, Eric, Janie and Web. PHOTO 
COURTESY OF EMILY POTTS

Emily Potts (far left) shares the stage with (left to right) Jackie, Micah, Andrew and Howie Robin 
to tell the story of her brother, Eric Bertelson, who was diagnosed with ALS in 2019. PHOTO BY 
FOREST LEDGER

Dammit Lauren!, a local band that has played at every Soul Shine, had the crowd dancing well 
into the night. PHOTO BY FOREST LEDGER
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Grotto Meats
BY MIRA BRODY
Grotto Meats owner Nicolas Bryce has taken charcuterie with him while skiing. The best method, 
he says, is to keep a small piece of the cured meat, maybe with some fresh bread and olives, 
alongside a foldable paring knife in your ski pants pocket. That’s the beauty of cured meat—it’s 
accessible, and where and when you eat it doesn’t affect its flavor.

Grotto began as a side project. Bryce has been a 
professional chef for 20 years and owns Rendezvous 
Food Truck, located in Bozeman’s northeast 
side, across from Wild Crumb Bakery. Due to 
the seasonal nature of food trucks in southwest 
Montana, Bryce was able to spend his off-season as 
an apprentice for a seasoned meat curer. He quickly 
fell in love with the craft, launched Grotto in 2017, 
and is now the proud owner of Montana’s only 
wholesale meat curing facility, distributing to stores 
in Bozeman and Big Sky.

The Washington native is passionate about working with restaurateurs to find the perfect cured 
meat for their menu, but Bryce also enjoys spicing up everyday, at-home meals with his q 
uality ingredients. 

“I love to go to markets and interact with people face-to-face,” Bryce said. “The passion and desire 
is really to enable and empower people to have great food at home that’s sourced from Montana, 
ready to go for them through the grocer.”

Just as his cured meats take time, Bryce is devoted to growing his business slowly, at a sustainable 
speed. Although he has demand all over the state, and juggles his multiple businesses with quality 
in mind, he prefers to expand his business with intention, ensuring he can meet the needs of his 
local clientele and produce the best possible product. His best sellers include the Coffee Lonza, 
a dry cured pork loin crusted with Ghost Town Coffee Roasters coffee, and The Old Fashioned, 
a dry-cured sausage with Wildrye Distilling’s Five Drop Bourbon, Flathead cherries, orange peel 
and local honey.

Sweet Buns Catering 
BY MIRA BRODY
Christine Lugo-Yergensen, owner of Sweet Buns Catering, says her life has been shaped by fate. 
The Brooklyn, New York-born, Tampa, Florida-raised and Tampa Bay Art Institute-educated 
chef once got a job at Todd English’s Olives at the W Hotel in Union Square because she called 
the wrong restaurant, where she ultimately met her husband, Jake. She helped open the Trump 
Soho Hotel’s Quattro restaurant until Jake got a job in the Bahamas, at which time she realized 
she was pregnant with twins.

After taking some time off to help raise her kids back 
in Tampa, the family moved to Big Sky in 2018 when 
Jake got a job as a pastry chef at the Yellowstone Club. 
At the time, Lugo-Yergensen was working the Sunday 
shift at the post office—not her usual schedule—when 
she met Mandy Hotovy, general manager of The 
Wilson Hotel. The hotel was in the process of opening, 
and they needed a sales manager.

Falling into the skills she learned in both the front and 
back of house in restaurants, Lugo-Yergensen began 
helping with the events side of the hotel industry 
and was encouraged by Hotovy to bring her catering 

experience to the table. She’s cooked for nearly every event hosted by the hotel since it opened, 
and she launched Sweet Buns in 2019 after demand for her cuisine grew.

In addition to her catering business, she heads up the community’s free Friendsgiving event 
every Thanksgiving and volunteers on the Big Sky Community Food Bank Committee. She is 
currently in the process of opening a Sweet Buns storefront in Big Sky Town Center. She and 
Jake also stay busy raising twin daughters, Ava and Vivienne, and son Leif.

“I have the chef background and pastry background, so I can do both. I don’t just stick to one 
thing or the other … a lot of our food is Spanish-inspired,” said Lugo-Yergensen, a nod to her 
heritage. She is also known for her chocolate confections, croissants and macaroons.

At the forthcoming bakery, she’ll feature fresh desserts and breakfast items, and hopes to host 
kid’s baking classes for the community. Although there’s a lot on her plate, Lugo-Yergensen 
credits her family and the community for their support of her craft.

BY GABRIELLE GASSER
BIG SKY – A vacant Big Sky School District board 
trustee position was filled on Aug. 12 by parent Kara 
Edgar just 13 days after former trustee Whitney  
Littman resigned. 

The board’s decision to appoint Edgar was unanimous. 
One of five applicants, Superintendent Dustin Shipman 
said Edgar stood out when she reached out to him to 
meet about the position. She also attended the board 
meeting where she was appointed. 

In cases where a position on the board is vacant outside 
of regular election times, trustees on the board can and 
must appoint a new trustee who will serve only until the 
next regularly scheduled election. 

Edgar hails from the East Coast and moved out to Big 
Sky full-time with her family of five in 2020. Prior to 
the move, the Edgar family had been spending summers 
in Big Sky and coming out on longer visits since 2010. Now, Edgar’s three children, 
soon-to-be-9-year-old Grace, 10-year-old Owen and 12-year-old Ruby, attend Ophir 
Elementary and Middle schools.  

“Education has always been an integral pillar of my own upbringing,” Edgar said in 
an Aug. 12 interview with EBS. “I was fortunate to have a family and public-school 
community that recognized and prioritized early educational discipline. My academic 
experiences instilled a lifelong curiosity of learning and I am forever grateful for all of 
the support I received from teachers, coaches, administrators, and the community at 
large. I hope to bring this same support and energy to my new role and to advocate for 
each student.”

Edgar said she was fortunate enough to attend Harvard University. She studied 
government in college but gravitated toward finance after an internship with the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee didn’t feel like quite the right fit.

For 20 years now, Edgar has either worked at or 
with hedge funds and she started her career on the 
trading side of the finance world. Her business, Edgar 
Strategic Consulting Services, allows Edgar to serve as a 
consultant to hedge funds and venture capital funds. 

Now, Edgar will also fulfill the role of trustee on the 
school board, serving as a voice for younger parents on 
the board, she says. 

“An effective Board needs representation from all parts 
of the community and school system, Kara Edgar, as the 
only current board member with children in elementary 
school, represents an important voice for the Board,” 
wrote Board Chair Loren Bough in an email to EBS.

Edgar will serve on the board for the remainder of this 
cycle, according to Shipman, and the seat will be filled 
by an election again in May 2022. Whoever is elected 
next May will then serve out the remaining year of 

Littman’s term until May 2023. The winner of the 2023 election will then serve a  
three-year term.

After sitting in on the school board meeting on Aug. 12, Edgar was impressed with her 
new peers.
  
“It’s amazing how dynamic this team and group of thinkers has had to be to do great 
problem solving,” she said.

Edgar looks forward to contributing to the education system, an institution  
that she feels indebted to because of all the doors it has opened for her along the way.

“I feel very humbled,” she said, “As well as appreciative of all of those who have made 
this opportunity for my family and I to move here possible.”

School board appoints  
new trustee

The Edgar family, left to right, Mark, Kara, Owen, Grace and Ruby 
moved to Big Sky full-time in 2020. Kara Edgar has just been 
appointed to fill the vacant trustee position on the Big Sky School 
District School Board. PHOTO COURTESY OF KARA EDGAR
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BY MIRA BRODY
When you call L&K Real Estate’s newest agent, Darren 
Streets, you will likely find him at the office, out with 
clients or working around his family farm just outside 
Bozeman with his family and their horses. The Virginia 
native made southwest Montana his home in 2001 
alongside his wife, Blythe, and his twin daughters  
and son.

Streets jumped into responsible development and 
real estate with a robust background to bolster his 
venture—the Clemson University graduate has owned 
and operated a building inspection company in Gallatin 
Valley for the last 15 years and worked for seven years in 
natural disaster insurance. 

Streets was attracted to responsible development and real 
estate because he wanted to use his background to share 
Montana’s slower pace of life with those looking to move to the area. 

“When you move here you kind of settle into the Montana speed of life and that’s one 
challenge we see as people move here—getting them to take a breath,” Streets says.

He’s also passionate about responsible growth—a quality L&K and Outlaw Real  
Estate Partners, owned by Outlaw Partner, publisher of this newspaper, shares as the 
area grows.

Despite its growth, one thing that doesn’t change about 
Bozeman, says Streets, is that one-degree of separation in 
the community.

“Anywhere you go [in Bozeman] there’s probably 
somebody in the crowd or in the party or at the dinner that 
is somehow a friend or acquaintance,” Streets says.

The avid outdoorsman originally moved up here for the 
backcountry skiing and fishing and has since embraced 
everything Montana has to offer, passing his love for the 
land and its resources down to his children and sharing it 
with his clients as well.

Streets says listening to his clients is important—what do 
they like, what are their hobbies and needs and what does 
their vision for their life in Montana look like? With his 
background in home inspections of over 3,000 buildings in 
the Gallatin Valley, including Bozeman and Big Sky and 

having owned his inspection company, Buyers Best Interest, Streets is familiar with the 
area’s lay of the land, understands the health of a property, and applies that knowledge to 
home ownership.

Contact Darren Streets today by email, darren@lkrealestate.com or phone, 406-570-
4862 and learn more about how he can help you with your real estate needs. He’s 
passionate about Montana and eager to guide his clients with local knowledge of the 
area as well as to assist them in selecting properties that are solid and well maintained.

OP NEWS

News from our publisher, Outlaw Partners

L&K Real Estate presents Darren Streets
Streets brings local knowledge, passion to your next home search

Darren lives on his family’s farm in Gallatin Gateway with his 
wife Blythe and their twin daughters and son. PHOTO BY 
BAILEY MILL/BARE MOUNTAIN PHOTOGRAPHY
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SECTION 2: 
ENVIRONMENT &  
OUTDOORS, SPORTS,  
AND REGIONAL 

Big trout don’t always come easy pg. 18
A good short game frees your game  
and your mind pg. 28

BY BELLA BUTLER

BIG SKY – After a long dry spell in southwest Montana, people watched from 
their windows with gratitude on Aug. 18 as rain saturated the crisp earth. But 
not all were sheltered from the storm. Along U.S. Highway 191, dozens of 
hikers with torso-sized packs trudged through roadside puddles in boots that 
had seen better days. 

These walkers weren’t masochists out for a soggy day hike; they were thru-
hikers on the Continental Divide Trail, a roughly 3,100-mile trek from Mexico 
to Canada. In July, wildfires shut down part of the trail, and many hikers opted 
for the less traveled, unofficial Big Sky Cutoff as an alternate route back to the 
main trail near Butte. 

DeDee Jurisch, 37, dripped with water as she trudged down U.S. 191 toward 
Big Sky. Her pack’s hip belt pressed against her stomach, causing it to ache. 
Somewhere along the way, Jurisch contracted giardia, a stomach illness often 
caused by drinking contaminated water. Jurisch, whose trail name is “13,” started 
hiking in April at the Crazy Cook Monument in New Mexico and hopes to 
reach the Canadian side of Glacier National Park before the snow falls. 

Trail names are part of thru-hiking culture. Each hiker is given a nickname 
often based on a personality trait or perhaps a unique item they carry with 
them. For Jurisch, 13 has been a significant number for her in many ways since 
she started thru hiking. When she hiked the Appalachian trail in 2018, Jurisch 
experienced a series of unfortunate missteps, leading to her trail friends calling 
her “De-saster.” 

“I had 13 blisters, I sprained my ankle on the 13th and I was stuck there for 
13 days and I was like ‘you know 13 is easier than explaining De-saster all the 
time,” Jurisch said. Staying true to her trail name, Jurisch started her CDT thru 
hike on April 13. 

A thru hike is a point-to-point backpacking trip on a long-distance trail. In the 
U.S., three thru trails make up what’s known as the Triple Crown of Hiking: 
the Appalachian Trail in the East, the Pacific Crest in the West and, the 
Continental Divide Trail. 

The CDT is the least traveled of the trifecta and is often considered the most 
challenging. Beginning in the Big Hatchet Mountains of New Mexico, the 
CDT runs north over the Rocky Mountains in Colorado, the Great Basin  

in Wyoming and the Northern Rockies of Montana  
and Idaho. 

The traditional CDT travels northwest from West 
Yellowstone toward Salmon, Idaho, and eventually skews 
toward Butte. In mid-June, however, the U.S. Forest 
Service issued trail closures near the Montana-Idaho 
border north of Lemhi Pass due to the Trail Creek and 
Black Mountain fires. 

Luckily for Jurisch and hundreds of other hikers that walk 
the CDT annually, the CDT is known for its extensive 
number of alternates. 

“There’s a lot of routes on [the CDT],” Jurisch told EBS 
after arriving in Ennis. “They kind of call it [a] ‘choose 
your own adventure trail.’” 

The Continental Divide Trail Coalition, a nonprofit 
that stewards the CDT and provides information to the 
public, suggested an alternate road walk in lieu of the 
traditional section through Montana and Idaho, but many 
hikers headed for the Big Sky Cutoff to shave off miles 
and avoid long days on the road. The Big Sky Cutoff is 
not recognized as an official CDT alternate, according to 
CDTC Communications Coordinator Allie Ghaman,  
and its infrequent use means it’s not as thoroughly 
chronicled as other alternates. Ghaman reported that in 
2020, 24 percent of hikers told the CDTC they used the 
Big Sky Cutoff.  

Several routes exist within the cutoff, so it’s hard to 
say exactly how traveling through Big Sky impacts the 
3,100-mile total. For Jurisch, the cutoff shaved off a good 
portion of the Montana-Idaho section. 

Wildfire pushes CDT hikers through Big Sky

Last trek of the ‘human wolverine’ pg. 22

Leen sets up camp near Lonesome Rock Lakes. PHOTO COURTESY OF JOEY LEEN
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HARD WATER?
THE SOLUTION IS:

CALL PETE FOR A FREE  
WATER CONSULTATION  

406.599.0333
BIG SKY’S ONLY LOCAL WATER 

TREATMENT SPECIALIST 
ALPINEWATER.NET

A Salt-Free Alpine Water softening system  
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800 pounds of salt / year

$1000 / year
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Use of RO system to remove salt from drinking water

Salt free water softening saves money, resources,  
the environment, and your appliances

OR

OR

SALT SCIENCE

x 10,000

Following the trail section closures, the CDTC 
advised hikers to avoid the Big Sky Cutoff “due to 
it crossing on private land,” according to its website. 
Following reports of hikers crossing private property 
in Big Sky, Ghaman advised hikers to do their 
homework and choose trails and camping spots on 
public land. 

Joey “Machine” Leen, 30, from Maine, cut through 
Big Sky and over the Spanish Peaks in mid-August. 

“As far as mountain ranges go, the Spanish Peaks are 
some of the more impressive ones on this trail,” Leen 
told EBS while taking a break on Flesher Pass north 
of Helena on Aug. 24. Like Jurisch, Leen started 
the CDT in April. When he reaches Glacier in 
September, he’ll have completed the Triple Crown. 

Compared to the other two big trails, Leen says the 
CDT has been hard. In June, he followed footprints 
through snow in Colorado, the hardest hiking he’s 
ever done, he said. In Montana, a good portion of his 
trek was spent sucking in wildfire smoke. 

“The smoke, that was really demoralizing because it 
was so hot and you couldn’t see anything,” Leen said. 
“And then with the rain, that was really demoralizing 
because it was so cold and you couldn’t see anything. 
But it’s easier to hike with rain than with fire.” 

The Montana section of the trail isn’t the only area 
facing closures due to fire; part of the CDT that 
cuts through Rocky Mountain National Park in 
Colorado is closed as well. 

Like trail names, trail families are part of thru-
hiking culture. Many hikers start solo but group up 
with others along the way. Jurisch found her trail 
family just in time, she said, right around grizzly 
country. According to Jurisch, the three men she 
connected with have served a greater purpose than 
simply offering protecting from grizzlies.  

“There’s a time-skew on the trail,” she said. “When 
you’re hiking with someone, you get to know them 
really well because all of our outside distractions are 
gone.” Knowing someone for a week on the CDT, 
she added, is more like knowing them for half  
your life. 

Fewer hikers will be passing through Big Sky now 
as summer wanes and they race the snow to the 
northern border. As of EBS press time, the primary 
border terminals that CDT hikers use to cross 
into Canada are closed due to the pandemic, an 
unprecedented challenge, according to the CDTC.

Will the Big Sky Cutoff every become an official 
CDT trail one day? Ghaman says it’s unlikely, since 
the true CDT follows the geographic Continental 
Divide through Montana and Idaho and there isn’t a 
need for the Big Sky route. Though unofficial, both 
Leen and Jurisch suppose that as more people travel 
up the Big Sky Cutoff this year, more information 
will be available to future hikers and the alternate 
may become more readily used. 

DeDee “13” Jurisch hikes in the rain north on U.S. 
Highway 191 toward Big Sky. PHOTO COURTESY OF 
DEDEE JURISCH

Joey “Machine” Leen poses on a ridge in the Spanish 
Peaks. PHOTO COURTESY OF JOEY LEEN
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BY PATRICK STRAUB 
EBS FISHING COLUMNIST

There’s a place in Montana known as The Land of the Giants. A Google 
search will do the trick to reveal its location. Appropriately named 
because of the abundance of large trout, the section of river that bears  
the name shares many characteristics of other waters synonymous with 
big trout. 

These features of big-trout water often include unique or limited access, 
home to a variety of water types and a diverse array of available trout food 
and forage. Big trout, and by big, I mean 20-inches and longer, grow in 
places with cold water and plenty of healthy habitat. 

Fortunately, several places exist in our area to find these large fish. To find 
them, do some research on your own. Start with your local fly shop. Once 
you’ve made it to the right water, here’s some help to get ‘em.

Think like a predator. If you’re a trout swimming in a river or lake, the 
odds are good there is something bigger than you that also could feast 
on you. Large trout do not grow large because they are careless and easily 
seen by prey. As an angler you must approach fishing as the apex predator 
in the system. Walk slowly when in a stream or lake; the impact of your 
feet on the ground or walking roughly on a stream bed can be felt by 
nearby trout. The best predators carefully approach and plan an attack. 
Do the same when targeting big trout. If you spot a large trout, a quiet 
and deliberate approach before casting is crucial. 

Most big trout like big meals. As trout grow, they often shift from eating 
small aquatic insects to larger meals. Streamers, grasshoppers, large 
crickets or large stoneflies are all good flies to fish when large trout are on 
the feed or when laying wait in holding water—near drop-offs, undercut 
banks or tail-outs at the end of a shelf. In spring creeks and tailwater 
rivers—rivers that originate from dams—large trout may forego large 
meals and eat a lot of smaller meals.

If trout are eating small meals, up your game. When trout are eating 
a lot of small food and being selective, you’ve got to match the hatch, 
cast better, get a better drift, use a more life-like pattern; Just fish better. 
Fishing better doesn’t happen overnight. It comes by choosing to fish 
to selective trout and committing to angling in challenging situations. 
Casting a large hopper or streamer from a drift boat all day very likely 
will bring some big fish to hand. However, when big fish flip the 
narrative and get selective, understanding fly selection, insect life cycles, 
micro-drag, deep-and sight-nymphing, floatants and dessicants, leader 
length, tippet size and rise forms, will result in more big fish to hand. 

Learn to fight fish differently. When hooked, a large fish will fight. Be 
ready, but also be patient. Once hooked a large trout may run fast and 
hard. When this occurs, two things must happen. First, let the fish run. 
Let the slack line slide through your line hand and let the fish take 
line off the reel. Second, be sure your rod tip is allowed to bend. This is 
accomplished by raising your rod hand high into the air. When you feel 
the fish begin to slow down, apply steady pressure and reel in line. But 
be ready to let the fish run again. The steady pressure that is applied in 
between runs means the fish is tiring and you can land it. The best way 
to land a large trout is to keep your rod tip high and attempt to bring the 
fish’s nose and eyeballs slightly out of the water. If you can keep the nose 
and eyeballs slightly out of water and close enough so you can slip a net 
under the fish and land it, you got it! 

Big fish can create lasting memories. Whether it is the big one that got 
away or the big one that was finally caught and landed, the best fish 
stories involve big fish. Committing to fishing for, and improving, your 
big fish angling skills means more of your fishing stories will be crowd 
pleasers, even if your story doesn’t occur in a place with a catchy name 
like Land of the Giants. 

Patrick Straub has f ished on f ive continents. He is the author of six books, 
including “Everything You Always Wanted to Know About Fly Fishing” 
and has been writing the Eddy Line for nine years. He was one of the largest 
outfitters in Montana, but these days he now only guides anglers who value 
quality over quantity. 

Big trout don’t always come 
easy. Here’s some help.

B I G  S K Y ’ S

T E X T I L E  C L E A N I N G 
S P E C I A L I S T

I ICRC CERTIFIED FIRM
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Carpet Cleaning • Soil & Stain Protectants • Spot Cleaning
Upholstery Cleaning • Leather Cleaning

Fine Area Rug Cleaning • Tile & Grout Cleaning
Hardwood Floor Cleaning & Conditioning • Odor Removal

S I N C E  1 9 8 8

Big fish, like this beauty, often come with patience and perseverance. Committing to 
targeting big fish requires an adjustment to your fishing skills and approach. PHOTO BY 
PATRICK STRAUB
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BY CHAR MILLER 
WRITERS ON THE RANGE

Poor Butte County, California, again on fire, its 
smoke choking the air of states miles away.

Nestled in the Northern Sierras, Butte County 
is home to Chico State University, Sierra 
Nevada Brewing Co., and portions of two 

national forests. Almost half its 220,000 residents live in metro Chico. 
Over the past four years, the county has become known for the wildfires 
that keep coming back.

This summer so far, the Dixie Fire has torched more than 559,000 acres 
of pine, cedar and fir, 1,000 homes and pushed deep into neighboring  
Plumas County. 

Last year, the lightning-ignited Bear Fire merged with others to become 
the 318,000-acre North Complex fire. It killed 16, injured 100 and 
burned up several towns. 

In 2018, the 150,000-acre Camp Fire proved a holocaust: 85 people 
died, the town of Paradise famously was engulfed in flames, and more 
than 18,000 structures burned. It was the deadliest and most destructive 
inferno in California history. 

Unfortunately, these almost-annual fires in Butte County have become 
part of the larger pattern across the 21st-century West. A new wrinkle is 
that these three fires even re-burned some acreage burned earlier. And it 
will happen again.

That’s one of the takeaways from the recent report of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, containing some of the 
mostn dire warnings this UN organization has ever issued. 

By century’s end, the planet may have warmed by 5.4 degrees Fahrenheit. 
A hotter Earth will trigger “progressively serious, centuries’ long and, in 
some cases, irreversible consequences.” 
 
Wildland wildfire is a lead indicator. By now, every Westerner knows 
that our climate-driven drought, when combined with skyrocketing 
temperatures (Portland hit 113 degrees in June), has extended fire seasons 
and accelerated fire intensity. The UN’s climate change report adds that 
these factors may double the potential burnable areas. 

Butte County’s harrowing experience underscores this prediction. To 
date, the National Interagency Fire Center reports more than 43,438 
fires nationally have burned nearly 4.8 million acres. Of the 92 major 
fires burning as of EBS press time, Montana led the pack with 22, Idaho 
had 20, Oregon had 10, Washington had 17, and California had 11. 
 
The expansiveness of these wildfires is also evident in their smoke 
plumes. Particulate matter from the 410,000-acre Bootleg Fire, still 
chewing through Oregon’s Fremont-Winema National Forest, first 
spilled into western Washington, Nevada, Idaho and Montana, producing 
some of the nation’s worst air quality index readings. 

It then wafted east to darken New England’s skies before drifting over 
Europe. Western fires have a very long reach. Their extent will soon be 
amplified. The remarkably hot and dry conditions, from the Rockies to 
the Cascades, sucked moisture out of the soil and desiccated chaparral 
and sage, pine, oak and fir. 

As in the past, California may suffer the most damage; traditionally its 
mega-blazes erupt between August and November. Yet that tradition has 
been badly singed: Significant fires now ignite every month of the year. 

Since January 2021, more than 6,272 fires have burned 917,000 acres in 
California. Climate change is causing these earlier burns, according to 
CAL FIRE, the state’s firefighting agency: “Warmer spring and summer 
temperatures, reduced snowpack, and earlier spring snowmelt create 
longer and more intense dry seasons that increase moisture stress on 

vegetation and make forests more susceptible to severe wildfire.” These 
factors have increased the Sierras’ fire season by 75 days. 

There are no easy fixes to this crisis exacerbated by human-caused 
climate change. But there are three interventions we can put into effect 
right now:

• Accelerate the careful reinsertion of fire into the landscape, as 
Indigenous fire managers have long practiced. It brings significant 
cultural, ecological and forest benefits.

• Radically reduce greenhouse gas emissions wherever possible. Over 
time, this should moderate some of their generative impact on 
Western wildfires.

• Enact rigorous limitations on new housing in fire zones. States with 
sprawling foothill and canyon developments would do well to copy 
California, which this spring took part in a lawsuit challenging the 
construction of a massive subdivision. The houses are slated for a 
High Severity Fire Zone in frequently burned Lake County. 

Whatever the effectiveness of these and other strategies, the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change is clear about the 
consequences of continued inaction. The rising generation will shoulder 
the heavy costs resulting from our indecision. 

As the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel put it baldly, “Life on Earth can 
recover from a drastic climate shift by evolving into new species and 
creating new ecosystems. Humans cannot.” 

Char Miller is a contributor to Writers on the Range, writersontherange.com, 
a nonprofit dedicated to spurring lively conversation about the West. He is a 
writer and professor of environmental analysis and history at Pomona College 
in Claremont, California.

When wildfire keeps coming back

In only our second full growing
season, a white-crowned sparrow
nested in our garden. 

 Native plants fuel ecosystems. 
They evolved with the local wildlife,

harboring more insects and 
produce more berries and fruits 

than non-native plants. 

conserve water

Crail Garden Partners:

Crail Gardens is a native garden

demonstrating ways to:

provide wildlife habitat

preserve our natural heritage

Learn more at

www.gallatinisa.org

August 31, 4-7pm 

Open House @ Crail Gardens 



48042 Gallatin Road, Big Sky, MT 
5 Bed | 3 Bath | +/- 3692 sq ft.  | 300 ft of River Frontage

$2,795,000 | MLS# 355878
Stacy Ossorio, Broker  | 406-539-8553 

stacy.ossorio@evrealestate.com 
Courtney King, Realtor | 406.581.4078 

courtney.king@evrealestate.com

2100 North Fork Road | Big Sky, MT
5-Structure Private Compound | +/- 9,000 sqft on +/- 20 Acres

Main House | Guest House | Caretakers Quarters 
 +/- 12,000 sqft Garage 

 $12,000,000 | MLS# 355935 
Stacy Ossorio, Broker | 406-539-8553

stacy.ossorio@evrealestate.com
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2350 Two Gun Calf Road | Big Sky, MT
3 Beds | 3.5 Baths | +/- 3,512 sqft. | Sweetgrass Hills  

$2,599,000 | MLS# 357928 
Stacy Ossorio, Broker | 406-539-8553

stacy.ossorio@evrealestate.com
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• Mortgage priority process, products and scheduling to meet
your loan closing date
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to four unit properties

• Residential single close construction, lot loan, renovation &
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Personalized mortgage options 
to fit your financial strategy

At U.S. Bank Private Wealth Management, we tailor the 
home financing experience to fit your needs.

Customized mortgage options include:

Gina Marshall
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Mortgage Banker
1460 N 19th Ave.
Bozeman, MT 59718
Direct: 406.600.8699 
gina.marshall@usbank.com 
NMLS#: 489006
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Jim Wentzel
Wealth Management  
Mortgage Banker
817 Colorado Ave. Ste 203 
Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 
Direct: 970.404.3393  
jim.wentzel@usbank.com 
NMLS#: 91413
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BY TODD WILKINSON
EBS ENVIRONMENTAL COLUMNIST

Editor’s note: The following is an excerpt of 
a longer article first appearing in Mountain 
Journal. Visit mountainjournal.org for the  
full story.

Pound for surly pound, as a sentient being 
standing maybe 5 feet 4 inches and weighing 
140 pounds, Joe Gutkoski had the tough, 
ferocious spirit of a wolverine. Meekness was 

not a trait associated with Gutkoski who just passed from this earth. For a small 
man he lived large.

Joe turned 94 years old on Aug. 4, the day before he died. With so much of 
what makes the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem extraordinary now on the line, 
in danger of being permanently transformed by deepening human impacts, it is 
worth at least a moment to reflect on what kind of conservation-minded person 
Gutkoski was. 

“I know a lot of people who can’t stand controversy when it comes to 
conservation,” Gutkoski said. “But there’s no way around it. You can’t 
protect a place unless you’re willing to stand up and say ‘no’ to those who 
are willing to destroy it. Politics is contentious. Business is contentious. 
Religion is contentious. Why, every issue involving natural resource extraction 
is contentious. There’s no way around it. Get used to it. People might get 
their feelings hurt, but I’ve never known anyone who wasn’t grateful to the 
conservationists. I’m grateful to the folks who inspired me.”

Gutkoski said the reason we’re fighting over the last shreds of “wild country” 
today is because so much already has been willingly given away that didn’t need 
to be lost. 

In July of this year, I had the honor of being invited by the Gallatin Wildlife 
Association to deliver a few words on the occasion of that local conservation 
organization turning 45 years old. One of its most devoted founding members 
was Gutkoski, who was 50 when GWA was created, but he couldn’t make it 
that night. My short riff was about a derisive word that gets tossed around— 
“radical”— and who gets to tag others with the label. I added how I’ve seen 
farsighted courage manifested, set within the context of why the Greater 
Yellowstone is the last of its kind in the Lower 48. 

Those who advocated for establishment of Yellowstone National Park were 
labeled impractical radicals by members of the Montana 
Territorial Legislature and local natural resource profiteers 
who had colonized Paradise Valley and didn’t want park 
lands put off limits to their unbounded exploitation. 

Had the naysayers prevailed with their argument that 
protecting land would impair prosperity, liberty, freedom and 
progress, we would not have Yellowstone today or, at best, 
there would be a pale watered-down imitation.

The Gallatins were a regular topic of discussion in my chats 
with Gutkoski. For those who need a bit more geographic 
description, the Gallatins are a biogeographical extension 
of Yellowstone. Stretching northward, they run between 
Paradise Valley to the east and the Gallatin River Canyon on 
the west, the latter today dominated by the bulging bustle of 
Big Sky.

The Gallatins are among the few mountain ranges south of 
Canada still home to all of the major mammal species—from 
grizzlies and wolves to bison, moose, wolverine, lions, lynx, 
bighorn sheep, mountain goats, pronghorn and the famous 
Gallatin elk herd, plus hundreds of other species including 
birds, fish, reptiles and plants—that existed in the Northern 
Rockies before Europeans arrived in North America. 

Call the terrain whatever you choose, but one way of 
thinking about wilderness in the 21st century is it’s a place 
where humans with conscious deliberateness make space for 

wild creatures that have a hard time thriving in human-dominated landscapes. 
Wilderness is where the wild things are. Wilderness is where a lot of people, 
moving fast-paced trying to cover as much ground as possible, are not.  

Based on that distinction alone, the Gallatins are wild. Gutkoski and I 
marveled at the idea that were you to pick up the Gallatins and drop them into 
California, they would instantly, because of their diversity of original native 
mammals, be the wildest mountains in the state. The same would be true if you 
relocated them to Utah, Colorado, Washington State, Oregon, Nevada, Arizona, 
New Mexico, Idaho, Texas—any state outside of Montana and Wyoming. 

If the Gallatins were a standalone national park they’d be wilder than any 
national park in the Lower 48 save for Yellowstone, Grand Teton and Glacier. 
They are the only significant mountain range next to Yellowstone without a 
major road bisecting them—a fluke with a tangible link to Gutkoski.

Gutkoski was, until his final breath, among a growing group of citizens who 
believe the Gallatins deserve more than being viewed as a pie to be carved up 
among “stakeholders,” each wanting their own piece of the action to consume. 

If you’ve made it this far, you may reasonably wonder: Why listen to Joe 
Gutkoski? Consider this: After World War II, a war in which he served his 
country on a Navy destroyer before graduating from Penn State on the GI Bill, 
this son of a Polish coal miner from Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, fell in love 
with the West. 

He was hired as the first landscape architect for famous Region One of the 
Forest Service based in Missoula, a region which had jurisdiction over the most 
spectacular forests in the Pacific Northwest. Eventually, he transferred to what 
is today the Custer-Gallatin National Forest, headquartered in Bozeman, where 
he and his wife, Milly, raised their three kids, Mike, Marie and Helen.

° ° ° °

Gutkoski knew a lot about the Forest Service, its internal culture, its reputation 
as a non-risk-taking go-along-to-get-along agency. He spent 32 years working 
for the Forest Service and retired in 1982.

Award-winning Bozeman-based novelist Keith McCafferty, who writes mystery 
potboilers and for years penned an outdoor column for Field & Stream,  
credits Gutkoski for teaching him how to hunt big game. McCafferty once 
published in that popular outdoor magazine a tribute to Gutkoski titled,  
“The Great Gutkoski.”

Gutkoski inspired others for hunting elk until his late 80s, and always showed up as an advocate for conservation causes. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF GALLATIN WILDLIFE ASSOCIATION

Last trek of the  
‘human wolverine’
A farewell to legendary mountain 
man Joe Gutkoski
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Along the way of his early career with the Forest Service, Gutkoski was a 
smokejumper for 13 years starting in Idaho, and a field guy who accompanied 
timber cruisers in identifying which stands of old growth forests were to be 
toppled with little regard given to environmental impact.  

“… as Joe flew on fire-fighting missions across the West … he took notice 
of the accelerating devastation of the forests wrought by clear-cutting,” 
McCafferty wrote. “His vow to fight for wilderness designation for some 
of the last unroaded land would eventually bring him recognition among 
environmentalists. It also earned him more than a few enemies during his 
career as a landscape architect with the U.S. Forest Service, whose bosses were 
adamant advocates of development.”

It is fashionable in these times, as it has been in the past, for young people to 
look upon an “old dude” like Gutkoski and claim he is out of touch with reality. 
What many don’t realize is that in the cannisters on the tops of many hard-to-
reach mountains in Greater Yellowstone, Gutkoski signed his name into those 
logs decades ago. 

Over the years, Gutkoski had hunted in the Madison mountains remembering 
what the flanks of Lone Mountain were like when they and the nearby Yellow 
Mule area below Flattop Mountain were grazed by cattle in summer and before 
industrial logging felled the old growth Douglas-fir and spruce. 

He met Chet Huntley when the Cardwell, Montana native-turned-famed 
national news reader for NBC News began discussing his vision for creating 
Big Sky. Huntley wanted to build a destination for downhill skiing that echoed 
Montana values and would be quaint compared to the industrial approaches of 
resorts in Colorado. 

Even in these last weeks, Gutkoski said he believed Huntley would have viewed 
the size of the human footprint that has overwhelmed the former feel of that 
valley as an abomination. And it’s why he was doubly concerned about the fate 
of the Gallatins across U.S. Highway 191. 

On his kitchen table, Gutkoski unfurled topo maps and had marked in pencil 
the perimeter of land sections that met the land-condition standards for 
inclusion in potential Gallatin Range wilderness designation. Gutkoski believed 
at least 230,000 acres qualifies, including the biologically rich Porcupine and 
Buffalo Horn drainages, both of which are part of a Wilderness Study Area.

While in his 70s and 80s, he personally hiked the entire circumference and 
crisscrossed the interior of the 230,000 acres of the Custer-Gallatin to ground 
truth their ecological condition and to make sure his conclusion was accurate. 
What he and others believe qualifies as wilderness is nearly two-and-a-half 
times what the Forest Service does.

The forerunning American ecologist Aldo Leopold, himself a Forest Service 
veteran, once remarked: “Ethical behavior is doing the right thing when no one 
else is watching—even when doing the wrong thing is legal.” 

Gutkoski pulled out another weathered and cracking map that detailed a 
proposed road, supported by the forest supervisor, that would’ve been blazed 
along Buffalo Horn Creek from the present location of the 320 Ranch along 
U.S. Highway 191 and stretch all the way over the Gallatin Crest. It would have 
connected with the current dead-end road rising from Paradise Valley into Tom 
Miner Basin. 

Gutkoski learned that a powerful triumvirate had formed, and the plan was 
to get the road approved in a way that significant public scrutiny would be 
avoided. Montana Power (today Northwestern Energy) approached the then 
Gallatin Forest requesting an access road be approved to allow construction of a 
powerline extending over the mountains. Burlington Northern Railroad, which 
owned checkerboard sections of land in the Gallatins astride the proposed road 
and eventually became Plum Creek Timber, expressed interest in carrying out 
some significant logging and using the road to get the timber out. 

“I got wind of the plan and then I saw the rough map that laid out the proposed 
route and I was shocked and horrified,” Gutkoski said. “I was, after all, the 
landscape architect on staff and I went to the forest supervisor and asked, ‘How 
come I never heard about this?’ I was told that I should just mind my own 
business, so I reminded him that this is my business. I am a public servant and 
the public will want to know about this.”

After a series of tense internal meetings, the road was shelved. Had the plan 
moved forward, the passage would have likely become a throughway for Big Sky 
tourism promoters advertising it as a shortcut to Mammoth Hot Springs.

“The part that scared me just as much is that Burlington Northern would have 
clearcut its holdings and then might have sold them to developers,” Gutkoski 
said. “Those sections would have had trophy homes and guest lodges and 
subdivisions and who knows what else. If a road corridor had been opened up,” 
he added, “the Gallatin Land Exchanges would never have happened. Instead 

of having the opportunity to save the Gallatins as we do today, they would have 
been cut over and turned into a suburb of Big Sky.”

For as tough as he was physically—he once trekked out of the Gallatins solo 
after suffering a broken leg—Gutkoski was more determined in being a 
responsible citizen. He was founding groups like Montana River Action. 

Despite Montana’s water laws dating to the 1860s and being treated as 
sacrosanct, Gutkoski says that allocation of the state’s most precious natural 
resource is outdated and lacks ecological mindfulness necessary in modern 
times. He readily condemned the fact that thousands of miles of stream in the 
state are dewatered in Montana, often to grow one crop—alfalfa—to feed one 
nonnative animal: cattle. It’s not that he doesn’t appreciate the habitat ranchers 
provide for wildlife, but streams are corridors of life—the richest ecological 
parts of the landscape and they deserve better. 

Presciently, Gutkoski predicted that winnowing snowpacks yielding low water 
levels would bring severe impacts. And he was relentless, like a Lorax. He 
advocated for establishment of a state bison herd in the Charles M. Russell 
National Wildlife Refuge. 

On the day of Gutkoski’s 90th birthday party in 2017, a wide array of people 
showed up. Matt Skoglund, then head of the Northern Rockies office of the 
Natural Resources Defense Council, brought his wife and their two young 
children because he wanted them to meet “a living legend.” Skoglund, an ardent 
hunter, today operates North Bridger Bison. 

“Whenever I’ve described Joe to anyone, I always used the word ‘hero.’  
He truly was a hero of mine, someone I’ve looked up to since the day I met 
him,” Skoglund said. “The things that stick out were his endless energy and 
passion for conservation in Montana. When somebody in their 80s and 90s 
could be paying attention to other things, there was Joe at every meeting, 
constantly writing letters, op-eds, providing leadership by his actions but not 
seeking attention.”
 
Hundreds of people have their own Gutkoski stories. 

“Joe Gutkoski was a real piece of work—and I mean it in the most endearing 
way,” said Dennis Glick, hunter, wildlife advocate and hiker who has done 
many multiday trips into Greater Yellowstone, and professional community 
conservationist for 40 years. 

“People look around and they ask, ‘Where have the great defenders of wild 
country in America gone?’ Joe was an original,” Glick said. “I’d encourage those 
who care about wild country, especially young people, to take a look at Joe and 
glean some insight from his convictions. He loved to recreate, to use public 
lands, but he also accepted limits in deference to wildlife. He’s not going to be 
remembered for how many elk he shot or mountains he climbed. He’s respected 
for his courage in speaking up. He stood for something good that benefits  
us all.”

Todd Wilkinson is the founder of Bozeman-based Mountain Journal and is a 
correspondent for National Geographic. He authored the book “Grizzlies of Pilgrim 
Creek,” featuring photography by Thomas D. Mangelsen, about famous Jackson Hole 
grizzly bear 399. His cover story on renowned actress Glenn Close appears in the 
summer 2021 edition of Mountain Outlaw magazine.

The entrance to Porcupine Creek drainage just south of Big Sky along U.S. 191. Among Gutkoski’s 
heroic deeds was stopping a road from being built between Porcupine Creek and Tom Miner 
Basin that would have crossed the Gallatin Crest and served as a short cut to the front entrance 
of Yellowstone. PHOTO BY TODD WILKINSON 
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BY GABRIELLE GASSER

BIG SKY – The sound of squeaking shoes, hard-hit balls and 
encouragement filled the air at an Aug. 24 Lone Peak High School girls’ 
volleyball team practice. With six seniors graduating last year, this season’s 
squad includes 21 girls as well as new head coach Ellen Wolferman and 
volunteer Bailey Dowd. 

When Missy Botha stepped down as head coach last year, Wolferman heard 
of the opening while she was working as a ski instructor at Big Sky Resort 
and was hired after connecting with BSSD Athletic Director John Hannahs.

“We are excited to have Ellen as head coach for the upcoming volleyball 
season,” Hannahs wrote in an email to EBS. “Her experience in the  
sport and the energy that she brings to the team is invaluable to the 
volleyball program.” 

Wolferman grew up in Missoula, Montana, and began her volleyball 
career in high school. As a senior, she coached the middle school volleyball 
team and has also coached at Beaverhead County High School in Dillon, 
Montana, as well as club teams in Atlanta, Georgia.

Wolferman said she is happy to have the opportunity to coach the Lady 
Bighorns and to be not only a good coach but a good person and a force of 
positive change in the Big Sky community. 

“That’s [what] my motto is,” Wolferman said. “Carry yourself with grit and 
grace and leave things better than you found [them].” 

In addition to her head coaching position, Wolferman holds two serving jobs 
in Bozeman and works in social media, marketing and web design as well.

Wolferman met her new team and began working with the girls this 
summer. The Lady Bighorns attended a team camp in July at Montana State 
University where they competed against teams from across the state at levels 
ranging from Class C to Class AA.

“I was really impressed with the attitudes of the girls and how hard they 
worked but [also] how well behaved and respectful they were during the 
camp,” Wolferman said. 

Through three months of twice-a-week practices and open gyms, 
Wolferman said the girls have been dedicated, highly supportive of each 
other and work well together.

“Ellen has done a terrific job working with the team this summer,” Hannahs 
wrote. “The work they have all put in will undoubtedly give them a big 
advantage this season.” 

After Lone Peak’s historic performance last year where they finished third in 
the divisional tournament, Wolferman is expecting another solid season and 
hopes to take the girls to the state tournament in November. 

“I want to win at least 75 percent of the games,” Wolferman said, “I want 
to have a set roster that is comfortable and working well together … I want 
these girls to enjoy playing volleyball [and] I want to go to state. They can 
do it, I know they can do it. We’re ready.”

To kick off the season, the Lady Bighorns will compete in the Battle in Big 
Sky Volleyball Tournament on Saturday, Aug. 28, hosted in Big Sky at the 
Bough-Dolan Athletic Center. They will play seven other schools and due to 
tournament rules, only 12 girls can dress out to play.

The roster has not yet been finalized, Wolferman said, adding that she will 
have a JV and Varsity team ready for action.

In addition to her volleyball-related goals, Wolferman emphasized the 
importance of building healthy relationships within the team. She wants to 
make sure the girls are doing well in school and in their personal lives and 
sees volleyball as the fun part.

“There’s so much that I have to do to be there for these girls and be a good 
coach and show up and put my best foot forward,” Wolferman said. “I’m 
going to have to admit when I fall short, as not only a coach but just a 
person for these girls.”

Wolferman hopes to continue building her relationship with the team, 
saying she will learn as much from them as they hopefully do from her.

“Not only are they talented girls but they are respectful girls and they are 
very coachable and they listen and they focus,” she said. “It makes my job a 
lot easier.” 

Lady Bighorns hope to improve on historic 2020  
volleyball season 

Head coach Ellen Wolferman addresses the Lady Bighorns at an Aug. 24 practice. PHOTO BY GABRIELLE GASSER



Big Sky Build, Inc.
123 Snowy Mountain Circle

Big Sky, MT 59716

AT T EN T ION
Big Sky Build is currently NOT looking for 
employees, we are looking for Co-Workers!

If you are interested in joining our family, we are hiring all 
positions including LABORERS and CARPENTERS.

We provide great pay, great benefits, 
and a great group of folks to work with.

For an application & interview please contact
 info@bigskybuild.com or 406.995.3670
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Lone Peak H igh Schoo l Fa l l  Spor t s

DATE

DATE

Sat. Aug. 28

Sat. Sept. 4

Fri. Sept. 3

Fri. Sept. 24

Sat. Sept. 11

Fri. Sept. 10

Sat. Sept. 4

Fri. Oct. 1

Tues. Sept. 14

Sat. Oct. 16

Sat. Sept. 18

Tues. Sept. 28

Fri. Oct. 8

Fri. Sept. 17

Fri. Sept. 10

Fri. Oct. 8

Thurs. Sept. 16

Sat. Sept. 25

Thurs. Oct. 7

Fri. Oct. 22

Fri. Sept. 24

Fri. Oct. 1

Fri. Oct. 15

Sat. Oct. 2

Wed. Oct. 20

Sat. Aug. 28

GAME/LOCATION

GAME/LOCATION

@Simms

@Joliet

vs. Manhattan Christian

BYE WEEK

vs. Three Forks

@Sheridan

vs. West Yellowstone

@Absarokee

@Whitehall

@vs. Twin Bridges

@Sheridan Tournament

@Gardiner

vs. Harrison / WC - Homecoming

vs. Park City

@Ennis

vs. Ennis

@Shields Valley

@Twin Bridges

@Sheridan

Open Week

@Lima (Varsity Only)

vs. Sheridan

vs. White Sulphur Springs (Sen. Night)

@Manhattan Christian Tournament

@West Yellowstone 

Battle in Big Sky Invitational

TIME

TIME

1:00 / 4:00

4:00 / 7:00

5:00 / 6:30

5:00 / 6:30

4:00 / 7:00

1:00 / 2:30

1:00/4:00

5:00 / 6:30

10:00 / 1:00

TBD

5:00 / 6:30

5:00

4:00 / 7:00

2:30 / 4:00

4:00 / 7:00

5:00 / 6:30

1:00 / 2:30

4:00 / 5:30

TBD

6:00

4:00 / 5:30

 4:00 / 5:30

TBD

5:00 / 6:30

TBD

DEPART

DEPART

TBD

TBD

Home

Home

Home

Home

TBD

2:30

Home

TBD

TBD

Home

TBD

12:00

Home

Home

Home

1:00 

TBD

1:45

Home

Home

TBD

3:15

Home

DATE

Sat. Aug. 28

Sat. Sept. 11

Sat. Sept. 4

Fri. Sept. 17

Thurs. Sept. 23

Thurs. Oct. 7

Tues. Sept. 7

Sat. Sept. 18

Sat. Oct. 2 

Fri. Sept.24

Sat. Oct. 9

Fri. Aug. 27

GAME/LOCATION

vs. Polson

@Billings Central

Kick-Off @  
Hamilton vs. Stevensville

@Laurel

@Park (Livingston)

vs. Park (Livingston)

@Laurel

@Frenchtown

vs. Billings Central  
(Senior Night)

@Lockwood

vs. Lockwood

vs. Columbia Falls

TIME

11:00 / 1:00 

12:00 / 2:00

10:00 / 12:00

11:00 / 1:00

3:00 / 5:00

2:00 / 4:00

3:30 / 5:00

11:00 / 1:00

12:00 / 2:00

4:00 / 6:00

3:00 / 5:00

3:00 / 5:00

DEPART

Home

Home

Home

Home

Home

Home

LPHS Soccer LPHS / OMS Football

LPHS Volleyball

First Round Playoffs Oct. 29-30 | Semi-Final Round Playoffs Nov. 13 | State Championship Nov. 20First Round Playoffs Oct. 11-16 | Semi-Final Round Playoffs Oct. 18-23 | State Championship Oct. 28-30

Oct. 25-30 District Volleyball @Manhattan Christian  |  Nov. 4-6 Divisional Volleyball @ Manhattan Christian  |  Nov. 11-13 State Volleyball @MSU Bozeman

JUNIOR HIGH/ VARSITYBOYS/ GIRLS

JUNIOR VARSITY/ VARSITY



Camping

NEW & CONSIGNED GEAR 

FOR  ALL YOUR 

OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

HOURS: OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 9 AM TO 6 PM
CONSIGNMENT DAYS: MONDAY- FRIDAY FROM 10 AM TO 4 PM  

OR BY PRIVATE APPOINTMENT

Hiking Fishing Biking Backpacking

BIG SKY’S SOURCE TO BUY & SELL
HIGH-QUALITY OUTDOOR GEAR

47995 GALLATIN ROAD 59730 | GALLATIN GATEWAY | 406-995-3324 | HEADWALLSPORTS.COM
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BY MARK WEHRMAN 
GOLF COLUMNIST

As I have been doing more short game 
clinics recently, I’ve had a little time to 
practice my own game. Spending time 
around the green always reminds me of 
the importance of having a good short 
game. Being competent on and around 
the green will free up the rest of your 
game including the most important part, 
the mental game we all play while golfing.

When you miss a green in regulation 
and you don’t have confidence chipping 
and pitching the ball, you immediately 
start panicking about the next shot. You 
will get over the ball and start thinking 
about the technique versus visualizing 
the landing area and end result. Knowing 
you are going to strike the ball crisp and 
give yourself a putt for par will free up the tension and uncertainty in your 
mind. Not having that pressure will bring out your best golf.

If you regularly break 90 for 18 holes, more than half of your shots are within 
60 yards of the hole. This means if you plan to spend one hour practicing, then 
more than half your time should be spent on or around the green.
 Here’s a perfect example: Just recently I was talking with one of Big Sky 
Golf Course’s annual pass holders after his round. He mentioned that he 
only hit 17 percent of the greens in regulation--or only two of 18 greens--

and still shot 75. That means he got up 
and down for par roughly 70 percent of 
the time. 

This type of short game proficiency leads 
to lower scores.

So do yourself a favor and treat the 
short shots around the green very 
seriously. Take your time practicing the 
shots. Use lots of imagination and get 
creative with club selection. Make sure to 
always pick a landing area on the green 
and focus on that spot when making 
rehearsal swings.  

A good drill for practice is to take 10 balls 
and chip them from various spots around 
the green to a hole and then go finish out 
with the putt or putts. Keep track of your 
total score. To gauge your performance, 
consider the tour average for getting up 

and down is over 60 percent. That means a tour player with 10 balls around 
the green would average a score of 24. Hitting the ball to the green is fun 
but getting the ball in the hole from there efficiently is rewarding and way 
less stressful, which means more fun!

Mark Wehrman is the Head Golf Professional at the Big Sky Resort Golf Course 
and is the three-time recipient of the RMSPGA Horton Smith Award recognizing 
PGA Professionals who are model educators of PGA Golf Professionals. Wehrman 
has also been awarded the RMSPGA Resort Merchandiser of the year.

SPORTS

Call Kerri and Kevin Fabozzi 406-993-9333
Open 6 days/week 

loCated in big Sky, MT 
in the big Horn ShOpping CenTer

Find Your 
Treasures Here

Clothing 

Artwork 

Sporting 

GoodS

LiGhting

Furniture 

kitchen 

Dining 

BeD AnD Bath

Antiques

Need help identifying # managing 

noxious weeds on your property?

 

We provide free on-site landowner assistance!

Pretty

wildflower?

THINK 
AGAIN!

Canada Thistle is a habitat destroyer!

This perennial noxious weed has an extensive horizontal &

vertical root system, making it difficult to control. Managing

this thistle requires treatment in the spring to prevent seed

set and in the fall to maximize injury to the root system.

 

406.209.0905

gallatinisa.org

Visit our native demonstration garden

at the Historic Crail Ranch, 

@ 2100 Spotted Elk Road. Open 

7 days a week during daylight hours.

A good short game frees your 
game and your mind

PGA Professional Mark Wehrman plays a pitch shot. PHOTO BY GARIN STAUDT



Support local regenerative farms

Choose from over 120 regeneratively 
produced items including meat, grains, 
lentils and honey

Want to learn more? Email us at  
info@regenmarket.com

SHIP DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR ANYWHERE IN 
THE LOWER 48, OR PICK UP IN BIG SKY, MT

REGENMARKET JOIN TODAY 
            ANIMALS AND PLANTS THAT ARE SAVING THE PLANET, AND YOU! 

sign up now - REGENMARKET.COM

Enjoy regeneratively grown food  
that is best for the environment and 

more nutrient dense.

Explore the best local food, know your 
producers, and enjoy quality food that’s 

good for you and the soil.

The Gallatin River Task Force will

pay you to upgrade your water-

using household fixtures to more

efficient models.

Start saving today by visiting

gallatinrivertaskforce.org/indoor-rebates 

or calling (406) 993-2519.

Save Water. 

Save Money. 

Save the Gallatin.

Funding for the Big Sky Water Conservation program provided by  



Help preserve Montana’s open spaces.

Ad donated by supporters for open land   |   mtlandreliance.org    |   406.594.1570

Contact Jessie Wiese at jessie@mtlandreliance.org for more information

All information contained herein is derived from sources deemed reliable, however, is not guaranteed by Pure West Real Estate, LLC., 
Managing Broker, Agents or Sellers. Offering is subject to error, omissions, prior sales, price change or withdrawal without notice and 

approval of purchase by Seller. We urge independent verification of each and every item submitted, to the satisfaction of any prospective 
purchaser.

BIG SKY • MOONLIGHT BASIN • SPANISH PEAKS • YELLOWSTONE CLUB

· 31± acre legacy property; 2100’ Gallatin River 
frontage; 2 spring creeks, private pond, outbuildings, 
2 wells, 2 septic systems
MARY WHEELER | 406.539.1745

· 20.77± 1923 Presidential Grant Homestead property 
· Located along the road that leads to the SPMC & YC; 
can accommodate short take off and landing aircraft 
LYNN MILLIGAN | 406.581.2848

· 2.85± acres
· Gated access with panoramic Lone Mountain views
· Community nature trail; easy access to Big Sky Resort
JACKIE MILLER | 406.539.5003

48050 Gallatin Road 
$9,500,000

Visit us at either of our locations
88 Ousel Falls Road, Suite B | The Exchange (formerly the Mountain Mall)

406.995.4009 | www.bigskypurewest.com

2033 Ousel Falls Road
$5,715,000

TBD Summit View Drive, Lot 15 
$975,000

TBD Appaloosa Trail
$1,300,000

· 33.28± acres
· Located 15 minutes from the entrance to Big Sky
· Enjoy views, old-growth trees, and water features
SANDY REVISKY | 406.539.6316

TBD Outlook Trail, Lot 1 
$1,650,000

· 2.96± acres; year-round creek & springs on property
· Highly sought-after Stony Creek lot; no HOA dues
· Endless recreational opportunies right outside your door
JACKIE MILLER | 406.539.5003

· 6 bdrm | 6.5 bath | 4,354± SF
· Exclusive lodge access; ski-in/out to the Big Sky 
Resort, indoor/outdoor pool, concierge & more
SANDY REVISKY | 406.539.6316

Cascade Ridge 106
$4,995,000

Lone Peak Performance

PureWest
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TEAM NAME                                   WIN/LOSS

Regular season play for the Big Sky Softball League has come to an 
end culminating with the championship game the evening of Aug. 25. 
The much-anticipated championship competition pitted the Hillbilly 
Huckers against the LPC Golden Goats and marked the end of 
summer in Big Sky. The end-of-season tournament will include 13 out 
of the 15 teams in the league starting on Saturday, Aug. 28 at 9 a.m. 
with play extending into Sunday.

1. HILLBILLY HUCKERS       13-1
2. LPC GOLDEN GOATS     12-2
3. THE BEARS                      11-3
4. MILKIES BIG DOGS       11-3
5. YETI DOGS                        10-4
6. YELLOWSTONE CLUB        8-6
7. LOTUS PAD                          8-6
8. CAB LIZARDS                       7-7
9. WESTFORK WILDCATS       7-7
10.  THE CAVE                           6-8
11.  MOOSEKETEERS               5-9   
12.  BIG SKY BALLERS            3-11
13.  THE BOMBERS                   2-12
14.  RUBES                               1-13 
15.  THE MULLETS                     0-14

The Hillbilly Huckers pose with their first-place trophy at the end of the season last year. In 2020 the 
Huckers faced off against the LPC Golden Goats in the championship, the pairing that competed 
again in the championship this year. PHOTO COURTESY OF LEE HORNING

Wishing you well as you embark  
on this next chapter of life. Cheers! 

- Outlaw Partners Team

Congratulations  
James & Campbell



With three decades of building experience, HCI Builders 
brings a wealth of knowledge to every phase of the job, 
ensuring the results of your custom build are nothing 
short of spectacular. 

With a deep knowledge of the terrain and any unique 
building challenges, we can give you the technical answers 
you’re looking for while brainstorming creative solutions 
for turning your out-of-the box ideas into reality. 

Our team of dedicated experts takes pride in handling 
every last detail, ensuring your home is the perfect space 
for creating cherished moments you’ll look back on for 
years to come. 
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BY MIRA BRODY

BIG SKY – Big Sky Ski Education Foundation is Big Sky’s nonprofit offering 
local competitive alpine programs to the area’s youth. From freeride and Nordic to a 
variety of alpine skiing, the foundation has been honing athlete’s skills since 1993.

Prior to their years as an established nonprofit, BSSEF operated as a club called 
the Big Sky Ski Team lead by some of the resort’s passionate ski instructors. What 
began with 30 athletes today operates with over 250 skiers a season.

Explore Big Sky sat down with Jeremy Ueland, who has been with BSSEF since 
2001. Ueland has been the program director since winter of 2007-2008, but began 
his days as a passionate skier on Lone Mountain washing dishes at the The Corral 
Bar, Steakhouse and Motel. A passionate skier, Ueland carries on BSSEF’s mission 
of not only providing kids with technical mountain skills, but also in helping each 
athlete reach their potential.

Some answers below have been edited for brevity.

Explore Big Sky: I’d like to start with a little background information on you. When did 
you come to Big Sky and what brought you here?
Jeremy Ueland: I moved to Big Sky when I was 8 years old in the spring of 1989.  
I went to Ophir School and Bozeman High School. I joined the Big Sky Ski Team 
when I was 10 years old and ski raced until the winter of 1999-2000. My first job 
in Big Sky was washing dishes at The Corral ... 
owned and operated by Dave House and Devon 
White. When I wasn’t washing dishes I was selling 
golf balls on the Big Sky Golf Course with my twin 
brother. When I got my driver’s license I started to 
work at Big Sky Golf Course. When I was 18 years 
old I started working for Men @Work, owned by 
Steve Schumacher and working seasonally for 12 
years. I began coaching in  
2001 when Matt Murphy, who was the current 
[BSSEF] program director and head coach offered 
me a job to coach.

EBS: Tell me about the history of BSSEF. When did  
it start? 
J.U.: BSSEF was formed as a 501(c)3 in 1993, 
volunteer-based organization designed to offer 
a variety of competitive Alpine programs, later 
adding Nordic and Freeride to youth in the local 
Big Sky area. Prior to 1993 it was the Big Sky 

Ski Team that was started with ski instructors from Big Sky Resort. Scott Zahn, 
Jeff Beranik, Leanne Zahn, Jeanine Palma and Kirk Johnson were a few of the ski 
instructors that were involved at the time when I joined the Big Sky Ski Team. 
After BSSEF became a 501(c)3 in 1993 the team began to grow as the Big Sky 
community started to grow. The team started with around 30 athletes and has 
evolved to the number it is today with over 250 athletes.

EBS: How big is your team? 
J.U.: Last winter we had 156 Alpine athletes, 44 Freeride athletes and 57 Nordic 
athletes with a total number of 257 participants in all programs. We had 44 staff 
total for Alpine, Freeride and Nordic.

EBS: Tell me about the different activities offered at BSSEF?
J.U.: BSSEF has Alpine, Nordic and Freeride programs. We offer programs [from] 
ages 7 years to 18 years old primarily for Alpine, Freeride, Nordic and also have 
Masters programs in Alpine and Nordic. Our mission is to provide an opportunity 
for kids to become great skiers and pursue personal goals while promoting good 
sportsmanship, healthy competitiveness, sound technical skills and an appreciation 
for the spirit of skiing in the mountains. BSSEF believes sports builds a child’s 
character and confidence and is expertly devoted to technical skill building.  

But perhaps more importantly, BSSEF celebrates a larger mission of helping  
each athlete find their unique potential as a competitor and a leader through 
discipline, mental toughness, commitment, contribution, sportsmanship, grit, fun 
and teamwork. 

EBS: I recall some quick adaptations with the f ireworks booth this year, yet you received 
an outpouring of support from the community after you had to close the booth. Can you 
speak to some of the ways the community has supported BSSEF over the years?  
J.U.: The community has supported BSSEF in many ways over the years with 
funding, donated items for events, attending fundraising events, providing 
community and private space for events and activities, volunteering for events and 
other activities.

EBS: What is your favorite experience with the 
team since you’ve been involved, or what is the 
best part of working with BSSEF?
J.U.: One of my favorite experiences with 
the team was traveling to the 2006 Whistler 
Cup with Andrew Kircher who qualified to 
compete for the USA as a U14. There are so 
many other great experiences and trips that 
are very memorable. The best part about 
working for BSSEF is watching the athletes 
improve over the years and being part of their 
experiences that they will be talking about 
when they get older.

EBS: What is the best business advice you have 
ever received?
J.U.: [You’re] not always going to make 
everyone happy.
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Making it in Big Sky: Big Sky Ski Education Foundation

The best part about working for BSSEF is 
watching the athletes improve over the years 
and being part of their experiences that they 

will be talking about when they get older. ”
“

The Big Sky Chamber of Commerce is a 501 (c)(6) nonprofit, membership organization
(Est. 1986)

As the VOICE of Business, the Big Sky Chamber CHAMPIONS a healthy 
economy and works collaboratively to CONVENE community stakeholders 

as a CATALYST to improve the overall quality of life in the region.

406.995.3606 | BIGSKYCHAMBER.COM

ANNA@BIGSKYCHAMBER.COM

Join Today!
MAKING IT IN BIG SKY IS BROUGHT 
TO YOU BY THE BIG SKY CHAMBER

OUR COMMUNITY. OUR BUSINESS. 

The Big Sky Ski Education Foundation started with 30 athletes back in 
1993 and today has grown to over 250 per year. PHOTO COURTESY OF 
JEREMY UELAND



The Big Sky Chamber of Commerce is a 501 (c)(6) nonprofit, membership organization

OUR COMMUNITY. OUR BUSINESS. 

APPLICATIONS ARE NOW OPEN! 
Leadership Big Sky is an 8 month long program designed to engage and empower emerging leaders 
in our region. Through a  mix of classroom sessions, interactive tours, book clubs, assessments and 
access to local decision-makers, Leadership Big Sky gives a behind the scenes looks into the complex 
interconnectivity of our economy, industries, and people.

NETWORK | DEVELOP YOUR LEADERSHIP SKILLS | LEARN HOW BIG SKY WORKS 

CLASS ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENT
Applicants must have the full support of their employer for participation in this program as attendance 
is mandatory to receive certificate of graduation. You get out what you put in so be prepared to be 
engaged, learn a lot, and have fun.
 
2021 - 2021 CLASS DAYS
October 20 // Orientation & Networking Skills

November 17  // Local Governance

December 15 // Economics of Tourism

January 11 // Health & Human Services

February 16 // Community Infrastructure

April 20 // Airport & Zoning

May 18 // Development & Real Estate

June 15 // Graduation

For more information about the application or programming visit or email:

BigSkyChamber.com/LeadershipBigSky | Caitlin@BigSkyChamber.com

$800 FOR MEMBERS | $1,600 FOR NON– MEMBERS
*Scholarships available for Nonprofit Chamber Members and Small Buinesses

APPLICATIONS CLOSE SEPTEMBER 17TH

We are excited to announce 
that in addition to the 
amazing programming, the 
Chamber has partnered with 
Lori Addicks, President of 
Larkspur Group, to offer in-
depth leadership coaching 
for our group this year.

THANK YOU TO 
OUR SPONSORS 
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Friday, Aug. 27
Murders, Madams, and Mediums: Bozeman’s Dark Side
234 E. Mendenhall, 7 p.m.

Friday Afternoon Club: Aaron Banfield
Blue Buddha Sushi Lounge, 6 p.m.

Saturday, Aug. 28
Big Sky Biggie Mountain Bike Race
Big Sky Resort, 7:30 a.m.

Bozeman Cutthroat Rugby Annual Golf Tournament
Cottonwood Hills Golf Course, 8 a.m.

Murders, Madams, and Mediums: Bozeman’s Dark Side
234 E. Mendenhall, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Aug. 31
Crail Gardens Open House
Crail Ranch, 4 p.m.

Bozeman Farmers Market
Lindley Park, 5 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 1
Big Sky Farmers Market
The Wilson Plaza, 5 p.m.

Ghost Stories of Bear Canyon
Bozeman Paranormal Society Facebook Live, 8 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 2
Live Music: Amanda Stewart
Bozeman Hot Springs, 7 p.m.

Music in the Mountains: The Waiting
Len Hill Park, 7:15 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 3
Rut Mountain Runs: VK
Big Sky Resort, 12 p.m.

Shakespeare in the Parks: Cymbeline
Family and Graduate Housing at MSU, 5:30 p.m.

Friday Afternoon Club: Tessy Lou Williams
Blue Buddha Sushi Lounge, 6 p.m.

Murders, Madams, and Mediums: Bozeman’s Dark Side
234 E. Mendenhall, 7 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 4
Rut Mountain Runs: 28K & Runt Run
Big Sky Resort, 8 a.m.

Rock N Roll Weekend: Thunderpussy
Tips Up, 9 p.m.

Murders, Madams, and Mediums: Bozeman’s Dark Side
234 E. Mendenhall, 7 p.m.

Sunday, Sept. 5
Rut Mountain Runs: 50K & 11K
Big Sky Resort, 6 a.m.

Rock N Roll Weekend: Jamie McLean
Tips Up, 9 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 7
Bozeman Farmers Market
Lindley Park, 5 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 8
Big Sky Farmers Market
The Wilson Plaza, 5 p.m.

Book signing: Ray McPadden & David Abrams
Country Bookshelf, 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 9
Music in the Mountains: Pinky and the Floyd
Len Hill Park, 8 p.m.

Event Spotlight: Rut Mountain Runs
After being canceled last year due to the pandemic, the Rut Mountain 
Runs are back this Labor Day weekend to shred the bodies and souls  
of even the toughest trail runners. Named by Outside Magazine as one  
of the world’s toughest races, the festival includes a 50K, 28K, 11K  
and VK as well as a Runt Run for the little ones. Lone Mountain takes 
no prisoners. When you’re finished, head over to Tips Up in Town Center 
for a Rock N’ Roll weekend featuring Thunderpussy and Jamie McLean.

BIG SKY EVENTS CALENDAR
Friday, August 27 – Thursday, Sept. 9

If your event falls between Sept. 10 and Sept. 23, please submit it by Sept. 1 by emailing media@outlaw.partners

DO YOU THINK YOU MIGHT HAVE A DRINKING PROBLEM?
Contact A.A. - We’re alcoholics helping other alcoholics stay sober. 

 Call 1-833-800-8553 to talk to an A.A. member or Get the Meeting Guide app or  
Go to aa-montana.org for virtual and face-to-face meeting times and locations

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT



Explore Big Sky36  August 27 - September 9, 2021 ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

BIG SKY ARTISTS COLLECTIVE

BIG SKY – Labor Day weekend marks the fourth annual “Art for Everyone” exhibit, 
this year spearheaded by the Big Sky Artists Collective. Thirteen local artists will be 
displaying and selling their work at the Wilson Hotel in Big Sky, Sept. 4-5, 7 a.m. to  
5 p.m.

The “Art for Everyone” title stems from a 
concerted effort to offer art at every price point, 
ranging from $50 to $3,000+.  Art of all types 
will be available—oil and acrylic paintings, 
including palette knife pieces; sculpture; 
photography; mosaic artwork and ceramic. 
Genre ranges from wildlife to landscapes to 
historical to still life to abstract. The goal is to 
have something that appeals to every art lover.

The Artists Collective has gathered a plethora 
of art in one place, where art enthusiasts can 
explore at their own pace. This is a great way 
to get to know artists in the Big Sky area. 
Throughout the weekend, participating artists 
will be on hand to assist guests and  
answer questions.  

Saturday evening offers an opportunity to meet all the artists at a reception from 5 p.m. 
to 8:00 p.m. at The Wilson. The exhibit and the reception are free and open to both 
locals and Big Sky visitors. There will be a cash bar during the reception in the lobby of 
The Wilson.

Get to know these local artists

Georgia Baker, palette knife painter: “Wildlife and wildlands are ever more threatened 
by habitat loss in our changing world. My greatest hope is giving the wild ones a 
presence in our hearts and encourage the guardian in You to help preserve and sustain 
the lands on which they need to thrive!” 

A portion of all of Baker’s sales will be donated to regional conservation efforts. 

Carol Barmore, oil painter: “My love of animals and the outdoors is translated to  
my canvasses.”

Paul Barmore, sculpture: “Welded art with nature and Montana inspired themes 
that any outdoor enthusiast will relate to.”

Patty Bauchman, photographer: “My main 
goal with wildlife photography is to capture a 
moment that tells a story of animal behavior 
and their interactions with the environment 
or other wildlife.” 

Kim Eggmeyer, oil painter: “Music ruled my 
life; until the day I picked up a paintbrush.“

Michelle Kristula-Green, mosaic artist: “My 
mosaics capture the vastness, beauty  and 
character of the West and its wildlife.”

Amanda Markel, sculpture: “I sculpt stories 
that are reflections of the soul.“

Annie McCoy, outdoor painter: “The love  
of the landscape here in Big Sky is why I 

paint!  Often, I will incorporate a fisherman or wildlife.”

Jake Moshure, photographer: “Remarkable moments in an extraordinary country.”

Heather Rapp, acrylic painter: “My art is a reflection of how the magic of nature 
inspires me and I strive to capture that magic through vibrant color  
and abstraction.”

Maggie Shane, landscape artist: “New art, new year. I hope to see old friends and 
new art collectors at our group show and sale. [I’m] thankful of the ongoing support 
of The Wilson and the members of the Big Sky Artist Collective for banding 
together to make this show an annual reality.”

Maria Sorce, oil painter—“Through my paintings I share and translate the 
harmony, serenity and vigor of the majestic Montana landscape and life.”

‘Art for Everyone’ exhibit features local artisans

“Moon Set at Lone Peak” is a beautiful composition by local photographer Jake 
Moshure. PHOTO COURTESY OF THE BIG SKY ARTIST COLLECTIVE

At First Security Bank, Totally Free Checking really is 
FREE!  Free of minimum balances and hidden weekly, 
monthly, or annual fees.  We also have three great 
interest-bearing accounts to fit your every need.

OURBANK.com  ///  406.995.2321



The experience, accreditation,
industry-wide recognition and integrity that

Southwest Montana deserves.

Scott and his team manage roughly $300,000,000 in 
private client assets.

Scott Brown CFP®, CIMA®, CRPC® recognized as 
Barron’s Top 1000 Advisor’s in 2011, 2012, and 2013.*

*The rankings are based on data provided by thousands of advisors. Factors included in the rankings were assets under management, 
revenue produced for the firm, regulatory record and client retention.

Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC (WFAFN), Member SIPC. Shore to Summit 
Wealth Management, LLC is a separate entity from (WFAFN).

Forbes Best-In-State Wealth Advisors Methodology 2020
The Forbes ranking of Best-In-State Wealth Advisors, developed by SHOOK Research, is based on an algorithm of qualitative criteria, 

mostly gained through telephone and in-person due diligence interviews, and quantitative data. Those advisors that are considered have a 
minimum of seven years experience, and the algorithm weights factors like revenue trends, assets under management, compliance records, 
industry experience and those that encompass best practices in their practices and approach to working with clients. Portfolio performance 
is not a criterion due to varying client objectives and lack of audited data. Neither Forbes or SHOOK receive a fee in exchange for rankings.

For more information and complete details on methodology, go to www.shookresearch.com

(406) 219-2900
shoretosummitwm.com

#11 SCOTT BROWN

OUR EXPERTISE:
- Comprehensive investment planning and wealth management
- Personalized investment portfolios
- Retirement income planning
- Retirement and benefit plan approaches for small businesses
- Private family office services
- Balance sheet, cash flow and business valuation services

Clean your gear and watercraft. Remove mud, 
water, and vegetation after every trip. Use a 
brush and water, there is no need for chemicals.

Drain water from your boat and equipment at 
your access point. Pull the drain plug. Use a 
sponge for items that can’t be drained.

Dry your equipment thoroughly.  
The longer you allow waders and other 
equipment to dry out between trips, the better.

PREVENTION IS KEY.

The health of the Gallatin depends on you.
Learn more at CleanDrainDryMT.com

BHHSMT.COM | 406.995.4060
55 LONE PEAK DRIVE, STE. 3 

BIG SKY TOWN CENTER
©2021 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. 

TBD GALLATIN ROAD HWY
BOZEMAN

37± ACRES IN FOUR CORNERS  |  $10,381,000
DON PILOTTE 406.580.0155

191 SHEEP CREEK ROAD
CAMERON

14± ACRES  |  PRIVATE FISHING ACCESS  |  $999,000
JAMIE ROBERTS 406.209.3069

418 CHASE HILL DRIVE
BIG SANDY

12,000± GRAZING ACRES  |  PRODUCTION RANCH  |  $17,450,000
DON PILOTTE 406.580.0155

13 MOOSE RIDGE, UNIT #30
CEDAR CREEK CONDOS

DESIRABLE MOUNTAIN VILLAGE  |  2 BD + 2 BA  |  $639,000
JAMIE ROBERTS 406.209.3069



CLASSIFIEDS
NOW HIRING
Experienced Siders, Framers, Trim Carpenters, Laborer 
and Job Supervisor Wanted for a Big Sky custom home 
builder. F/T position with benefit pkg.

Seasonal employment also available. Wage D.O.E. 
Vehicle, References, and a back-ground check required. 

Please email resume to:
brian@bigskybuild.cm

NOW HIRING
Summertime Corral fun! Cooks needed.
Housing for full-time hires. Hiring & term 
bonuses $$$. Come on down!  
Corral@3rivers.net

NOW HIRING
The Gallatin River Task Force, a local nonprofit focused 
on protecting water in Big Sky, is seeking a dynamic, 
adept, and creative Communications Manager.  

More details available at:  
gallatinrivertaskforce.org/about-us/join-our-team.

NOW HIRING
Seeking a highly motivated person to join our 
Wastewater Treatment Operations staff at the Big Sky 
County Water & Sewer District in Big Sky, MT. The 
successful applicant will work in the existing treatment 
facility but will operate the new Water Resources 
Recovery Facility currently under construction. 

Full-time career opportunity with excellent benefits including full medical and 
dental coverage, paid vacation and sick leave, participation in Montana Public 
Employee Retirement System, and a work vehicle. Wage: $60,000 to $80,000/year 
depending on experience and qualifications. A full job description can be viewed at 
bigskywatersewer.com/jobs/. Submit a cover letter and resume to wsd363jobs@gmail.
com. Equal Opportunity Employer.

OPEN DAILY 10AM - 6PM “MONTHLY DISCOUNTS”
COME IN FOR DISCOUNTS

99 Town Center Ave. Unit A7
406.995.4705

UNDER CONTRACT



ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Download the New Outlaw App!
Your access to Big Sky Events, Explore Big Sky News & Media

available in the Apple & Android app stores

Downloading the Outlaw app will ensure you stay connected with our 
community: events, media, marketing, retail, real estate and more! 

Read Big Sky News.  
Purchase Event Tickets & Swag. Follow!

Download at outlaw.partners
or scan the QR code

334 Town Center Avenue, Big Sky, MT
BigSkyMedicalCenter.com

Big Sky Medical Center
now offers general, OB/GYN, vascular,
and basic fetal ultrasounds.

Call 406-995-6995 to schedule an 
appointment for your ultrasound needs. 



MEADOW VILLAGE

MOONLIGHT BASIN

4 Full Moon Road
MLS # 356639 | 3 BED + 4.5 BATH | 2,664 +/- SQ. FT. | $3,490,000

85 Aurora Lights Drive #A7
MLS # 361166 | 2 BED + 2 BATH | 1,092 +/- SQ. FT. | $599,000

ALL INFORMATION PROVIDED IS DEEMED RELIABLE BUT IS NOT GUARANTEED AND SHOULD BE INDEPENDENTLY VERIFIED.  INFORMATION AND DEPICTIONS ARE SUBJECT TO ERRORS, OMISSIONS, PRIOR SALES, PRICE CHANGES OR WITHDRAWAL WITHOUT NOTICE.  NO GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY 
HAS JUDGED THE MERITS OR VALUE, IF ANY, OF THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS ADVERTISEMENT OR ANY REAL ESTATE DESCRIBED OR DEPICTED HEREIN. THIS MATERIAL SHALL NOT CONSTITUTE AN OFFER TO SELL IN ANY STATE OR OTHER JURISDICTION WHERE PRIOR REGISTRA-
TION IS REQUIRED OR WHERE SUCH AN OFFER WOULD BE PROHIBITED, AND THIS SHALL NOT CONSTITUTE A SOLICITATION IF YOU ARE WORKING WITH ANOTHER REAL ESTATE AGENT.  NOTHING HEREIN SHALL BE CONSTRUED AS LEGAL, TAX, ACCOUNTING, OR OTHER PROFESSIONAL ADVICE.

MEADOW VILLAGE

132 Rose Hip Circle
MLS # 360955 | 2 BED + 2 BATH | 884 +/- SQ. FT. | $625,000

MEADOW VILLAGE

476 Stream Side Way
MLS # 360261 | 5 BED + 5.5 BATH | 4,263 +/- SQ. FT. | $5,175,000

WEST YELLOWSTONE

179 Old Lionhead Camp
MLS # 356535 | 6 BED + 6 BATH | 4,160 +/- SQ. FT. | $3,999,000

MEADOW VILLAGE

146 Chief Joseph
MLS # 360210 | 4 BED + 3.5 BATH | 4,790 +/- SQ. FT. | $3,500,000

MOUNTAIN VILLAGE

24 White Otter
MLS # 354967 | 5 BED + 5 BATH |  5,031 +/- SQ. FT. | $5,250,000

MOUNTAIN VILLAGE

14 Beehive Basin
MLS # 360231 | 2.79 +/- ACRES | $1,495,000
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Salsa Verde
BY BELLA BUTLER

The last few weeks, the string beans at the Big Sky Farmers Market have 
been flourishing. The purple and patterned vegetables make the limp green 
ones at the grocery look very much like a consolation prize. I’ve taken a 
bundle of these beans home with me most Wednesdays since mid-July, 
happily incorporating them into most meals and enjoying crafting new ways 
to eat the slender gems.

It’s such a privilege to allow fresh, seasonal ingredients to dictate our meals; 
a privilege I will never take for granted after surviving 20-plus years of 
Montana’s nine-month winters. Eating seasonal foods grown close to home 
supports local growers, limits fossil fuels used to transport food in a false 
climate and of course brings fresher, tastier and sometimes more nutritious 
food to our tables. 

Farmers markets are a great way to source these ingredients, and so is 
Community Supported Agriculture. CSA boxes are often subscription-
based and arrive weekly. 

I was delighted to find one of my favorite summer treasures in my friend’s 
CSA box this week—tomatillos. Tomatillos resemble green tomatoes and 
like a tomato, they’re classified as a fruit. In addition to their bright color, 
their distinguishable by a thin, paper-like leaf wrapping that protects them 
from disease. 

Tomatillos are milder than tomatoes and are the key ingredient in salsa 
verde, which is what we chose to do with ours. Salsa verde is one of those 
things that takes little effort but produces culinary wonder. Its flavors are 
complex and refreshing—perfect for the hot end of summer. 

We made a full batch of the salsa and used it to top halibut and quinoa, 
tacos and breakfast bowls, but the uses for this sauce are endless. 

Here’s how to make it:

Yield: approx. 3 cups

Ingredients
• 1 ½ pounds of tomatillos
• ½ a large, white onion
• 4 cloves of garlic (if you have a garlic affinity like me)
• 2 serrano peppers
• ½ cup cilantro
• 1-2 tablespoons of fresh lime juice
• Salt and pepper to taste

Method
1. Turn your oven broiler on high.
2. Peel the husks from the tomatillos—be warned, they will be sticky. 
3. Peel your garlic cloves. 
4. Slice the tomatillos in half and place them cut-side down on a foil-lined 

sheet pan. Place them under the broiler for up to 5-10 minutes, or until 
just the peak of the tomatillo mound is charring black. 

5. Add the garlic cloves to the pan when the tomatillos have about 3 
minutes left under the broiler. 

6. Let your tomatillos and garlic cool for about 10 minutes before adding 
them to the blender. 

7. Blend tomatillos and garlic with lime juice, serranos, onion, cilantro and 
salt and pepper until the consistency is pretty smooth. Taste as you blend 
and add more of any ingredients as needed.  

8. Enjoy!

Making salsa verde is a great way to use your farm-fresh tomatillos. PHOTO BY BELLA BUTLER
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Amuse-bouche refers to an appetizer, and by French translation 
means, “to entertain the mouth.” It offers a glimpse into what you 
should expect from a meal. Also it’s free, compliments of the chef.

AMUSE-BOUCHE

Open 6:30am to 8pm  •  406.995.4636

• Located in the Meadow Village Center  
next to Lone Peak Brewery

• Delivery Service
• Pre-arrival Fridge & Cupboard stocking

www.countrymarketofbigsky.com

Cosmic Café & Catering  
Food Truck

Home of the famous DILLY DILLY  
fried chicken sandwich

and other fun-tastic food

cosmiccafeandcateringfoodtruck.com
To order ahead call 406-599-7269

For events and catering call 406-580-9762

Cosmic Café food truck is returning to 
breakfast and lunch service at the Exxon 

Station in Big Sky on September 1st, 
Wednesday through Sunday and will be 

making evening appearances in Town Center 
throughout the shoulder season. Stop by for 

some fantastic food.

BY SCOTT MECHURA
EBS FOOD COLUMNIST

We’ve all done it. We mustered up the willpower to not 
order that large basket of French fries, ice cream, or rich 
chocolate cake. But someone at your table does. And 
what do we always say when they offer us a bite? “I’ll 
just have one.” Or, “Just one bite then I’m done.” 

But we both know you are rarely done after one.

While you beat yourself up for your lack of willpower, you are unaware that you are 
also battling something much more powerful than your willpower or abstinence. 
Something deep in your brain that, once tapped into some decades back, seems to be 
the human dietary kryptonite.

You are battling something called the bliss point.

Yet, we direct our frustrations for these products overpowering us toward the 
companies who sell them to us. We curse the marketing departments and blame 
them for their ability to know exactly what sounds good or what tastes so good. 

Sure, they are more than complicit in getting their product into your shopping cart 
initially, but they aren’t the ones getting you to make it a staple of your grocery list.

Your long term opponent isn’t a bunch of men and women on the 20th floor of a 
high rise somewhere sitting around a board table the size of your driveway plotting 
and planning with charts, graphs and shopping algorithms on how to make that 
soda, Hot Pocket or cereal so irresistible that “just one bite” seems almost impossible.

It’s the men and women in white lab coats in a test facility with a chemistry degree 
and clip boards in their hands. 

Coined sometime in the 1990’s, the term “bliss point” came from an American 
market researcher and psychophysicist named Howard Moskowitz. He defined it as 
such: “that sensory profile where you like food the most.” 

In other words, they know how to make food taste as good as humanly possible.

Our food is saturated with some version of any one of the “big three,” which refers 
to sugar, salt and fat. Think again about those perfectly fried and seasoned French 
fries (this is a big one for me).

When two or all three of these culprits are working in unison, your willpower rarely 
stands a chance. The most glaring example is our obsession with bacon. 

Salt and fat are unctuous. They can make our brains so anticipatory for them that it 
can cause us to salivate. 

Sugar however, takes it a step further. 

Not only is sugar satiating to the palate and triggers dopamine in the brain, but it 
also pushes itself to the front of your taste buds like an overachieving student who 
must have a desk in the front row. Sugar not only does all of the aforementioned 
—it suppresses other flavors. When your brain recognizes sugar, it pushes most 
other flavors aside. You do still taste them but they are rarely in the front seat of  
your brain.

And while a bliss point can be reached in natural foods, scientists have learned 
through studies in rats that there are perfect combinations and ratios that work  
the best.

In one rat study, rats had unlimited access to foods with three combinations. The 
first was a high fat food source, the second was a high sugar food source and the 
third was a 50/50 combination. 

The first two caused rats to gorge, then stop when satisfied. The third caused the 
rats to gorge as well, but they were afterwards rarely able to stop until their bodies 
forced them to.

The takeaway? We need to do our best to never let that food into our cart or in 
front of us in the first place. 

Scott Mechura has spent a life in the hospitality industry. He is an executive chef, former 
certif ied beer judge and currently the multi-concept culinary director for a Bozeman based 
restaurant group.

The (bliss) point of  
no return
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BEAVER CREEK WEST
Big Sky

40± acres. Forested land directly 
adjacent to National Forest land! 
Incredible views once the home 
site is established. A feeling 
of remoteness but within 15 
minutes of Big Sky Town Center. 
Gentle slopping forested hillside 
with several building sites. $1,750,000  |  #349480

ZY BROWN RANCH RD
Big Sandy

25,000± acre ranch near Big 
Sandy, MT.  18,124± acres deeded 
and over 8,000± acres BLM and 
State lease the ranch is a 650 
cow calf pair and had 5,000± 
tillable acres plus a 30+ year 
outfitting history for trophy mule 
deer and big horn sheep hunts.$17,450,000  |  #360321

Ece Walkup 
sales@bigskyprintandship

(406) 995-7884

Andrew Robin
peakcreativedesign@gmail.com

(406) 581-4997

PEAK CREATIVE

LOCATED AT 235 SNOWY MOUNTAIN CIRCLE 

Graphic Design

B+W & Color Copies

Business Cards

Envelopes

Rack Cards

Brochures

Post Cards

Laminating

Posters

Menus

Bulk Mailing

and MORE!

Whatever you set your mind to. We do it all!

We pack. We print. We get ship done.

406.586.5593 | welcome@savinc.net | savinc.net

Blending leading-edge smart home 
technology with design, SAV Digital Environments 

will help bring your home to life.

W ELCO M E  H O M E

Audrey Hall Photography - Interior Design by Envi Design



Every small town has a bar 
and if that bar is worth a nickel, 

it’s got good whiskey. 

coppermontana.com

Your trusted Big Sky real estate advisor. 
Providing exceptional service to buyers and sellers of Big Sky properties for 25 years.  

Let me be your community connection.
©2021 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Each brokerage independently owned and operated. All information provided is deemed reliable but is not guaranteed and should be 
independently verified. If your property is currently represented by a real estate broker, this is not an attempt to solicit your listing. Engel & Völkers and its independent License Partners are 
Equal Opportunity Employers and fully support the principles of the Fair Housing Act.E&OE. Published by REAL Marketing (REM) | www.REALMarketing4You.com | 858.254.9619 

 
STACY OSSORIO 

Broker, Private Office Advisor
406-539-8553

stacyossorio.evrealestate.com
stacy.ossorio@evrealestate.com

TRUST EXPERIENCE

2350 Two Gun White Calf Road | Big Sky, MT
Sweetgrass Hills | Lone Mountain Views 

 +/- 1 Acre
3 Bedrooms | 3.5 Bathrooms | +/- 3,512 sqft 

$2,599,000 | MLS# 357928 

2100 North Fork Road | Big Sky, MT
5-Structure Private Compound | +/- 9,000 sqft on 

+/- 20 Acres
Main House | Guest House | Caretakers Quarters 

50-Car +/- 12,000 sqft Garage | Equipment Garage
 $12,000,000 | MLS# 355935 

25 Crail Ranch Unit #25 | Big Sky, MT
Prime Location  | Meadow Village 

3 Bedrooms | 2.5 Bathrooms | +/- 2,742 sqft 
$1,775,000 | MLS# 360177 
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“All birds find shelter during 
a rain. But eagle avoids rain 
by flying above the clouds. 
Problems are common, but 
attitude makes the difference.”

- A. P. J. Abdul Kalam.

FUN

BIG SKY 

BEATS
Back to School 
BY BELLA BUTLER

Whether you’re 
packing up the books and getting 
ready to step back into the classroom 
or you’re simply feeling that familiar, 
somber end-of-summer funk, here’s 
a playlist to send you through this 
transition into fall with some spunk 
and energy. 

1. “Kids in America” by Kim Wilde
2. “Fight For Your Right” by Beastie Boys 
3. “Education” by The Kinks
4. “Smells Like Teen Spirit” by Nirvana
5. “Rock ‘n’ Roll High School” by the Ramones
6. “Teenage Dirtbag” by Wheatus
7. “High School Never Ends” by Bowling for Soup
8. “Good Riddance (Time of Your Life)” by Green Day
9. “Break the Rules” Charli XCX
10. “Teachers” by Young the Giant 

Corner 
Quote
Corner 
Quote

American Life in Poetry
BY KWAME DAWES

Carolyn Forché’s ability to transport us to unusual places is a gift. Here 
in her poem, “Clouds”, we learn of tart Russian Antinovka apples that 
become for her, personal symbols of the immigrant experience in America. 
In this tender poem about memory and movement, she skillfully manages 
to collapse time as she reflects on the lives of her parents.

Clouds
BY CAROLYN FORCHÉ

A whip-poor-will brushed 
her wing along the ground
a moment ago, fifty years
in the orchard where my father
kept pear and plum,
a decade of peach trees
and Antinovka’s apples
whose seeds come 
from Russia by ship
under clouds islanding
a window very past
where also went
the soul of my mother
in a boat with blossoming
sails like apple petals
in wind fifty years at once.
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BY EMILY STIFLER WOLFE
The first time I try to call Kristine McDivitt 
Tompkins, she’s in Santiago, Chile. It’s a Sunday 
afternoon in September, and after three days with 
little sleep, she lies down for a nap and misses our 
scheduled Skype call. But I don’t really care: I’ll get to 
talk to Kris Tompkins. 

As CEO of Patagonia, Kris helped lead the company 
from a small climbing gear manufacturer to an 
outdoor apparel titan and a pioneer for corporate 
responsibility. In 1993, age 43, she retired from 
Patagonia, married Doug Tompkins, founder of The 
North Face and co-founder of Esprit, and moved to a 
remote farm he’d bought in Chile’s Lakes District. 

Tompkins Conservation—the umbrella organization 
for the nonprofit foundations the Tompkins 
established—has purchased roughly 2 million acres of 
private land for conservation in Chile and Argentina. 
It has taken on ambitious ecological restoration 
projects including reintroduction of native species, has 
donated most of its land as national parks and other 
protected areas, with the remaining acreage pledged 

for donation. Since Doug’s death in 2015, Kris and her 
team have also helped protect another 10 million acres 
of new national parklands in Chile and helped establish 
three new national parks in Argentina.

Kris is a world leader in large landscape and species 
restoration; someone who gives all her energy, time and 
wealth to restoring functioning ecosystems. If you believe 
the idea that we need biodiversity to survive—and 
you should—you’ll quickly realize she’s not just saving 
wildlife, she’s trying to save humanity. If she needs a nap, 
she’s earned it. 

In the meantime, I call her former boss from Patagonia,  
Yvon Chouinard. 

“She was a juvenile delinquent like the rest of us, in that 
she didn’t want to take the straight and narrow path,” he 
says. The two met when Kris was a 15-year-old surfer, 
and Yvon, 28 at the time, gave her a summer job packing 
boxes at what was then Chouinard Equipment. “She 
went to school barefoot, and her teacher would tell her 
to go to home. The next day she’d show up with leather 
shoelaces wrapped around her toes.” 

For Explore Big Sky, the Back 40 is a resource: a place where we can delve into 
subjects and ask experts to share their knowledge. Here, we highlight stories from 
our flagship sister publication Mountain Outlaw magazine.

Noun: wild or rough terrain adjacent to a developed area   Origin: shortened form of “back 40 acres”

BACK 40

Protect what matters most. 
At AssuredPartners, we’re here to provide best-in-class asset protection and 
unparalleled service when wildfire strikes. Through our powerful partnerships 
we are able to provide complimentary wildfire defensive services that protect 

your home before, during and after a wildfire.

Contact Rob Kerdasha for a complimentary review of your current homeowners policy 
406.640.0375    robert.kerdasha@assuredpartners.com

Rewilding Chile and Argentina
Kris Tompkins has protected 13 million acres, and she’s not done yet. 

Jaguars are gone from 95 percent of their historical habitat 
in Argentina, but Tompkins Conservation is working on 
reintroducing the cats to parklands in the northern part of  
the country.
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After college, where she ski raced for the College of Idaho, Yvon and 
his wife, Malinda, hired Kris to help them launch Patagonia Inc., the 
clothing company. “None of us knew how to run a business,” Yvon 
said. “We all learned together. And we didn’t want to run a business 
like everybody else’s. We broke a lot of the rules, and she’s more than 
happy to do that. That’s what makes her a successful person, really.”

That, and she’s a very effective leader. 
 
“She could see through all the crap,” said Richard Siberell, a clothing 
designer who worked at Patagonia in the late ‘80s and early ‘90s. 
“She was your big sister and your best friend and kicked you in the 
ass and [would suggest], ‘You got work to do. You’re going to work 
all weekend until you get this shit done. If you won’t, you’re not 
going to be demoted—the whole company is going down in flames.’”

When Kris calls from Patagonia Park in Chile the following week, 
she and Malinda Chouinard (whom Kris describes as “beyond my 
closest friend—she’s like family”) are reviewing materials for a new 
visitor center and museum set to open in November. They’re also 
prepping to turn management of the land and infrastructure over to 
the Chilean park service in April 2019. 

Roughly the size of Yosemite, 765,000-acre Patagonia Park is a 
seven-hour drive on a gravel road from the nearest commercial 
airport. It’s spring, and the buds are just emerging, Kris says. They’re 
working from a guest house Tompkins Conservation has already 
donated with the rest of the park. Kris describes life-size photos of 
pumas in the living room, and windows overlooking grassy foothills 
into the Andean peaks. They leave for New York in three days, and 
the energy through the phone line is palpable. 

During our two-hour conversation, I ask about topics ranging from 
a childhood in Venezuela and on her great-grandfather’s ranch in 
Santa Paula, California, about the farms she and Doug bought in 
Chile and Argentina, and her 2018 meeting with Pope Francis. But 
first I ask about the news from the Greater Yellowstone: Two days before, grizzly bears 
were returned to the Endangered Species List in the Lower 48, and Malinda, whom I 
can hear in the background, was involved in the fight. 

“We’re really excited, but we also realize these things are so fragile, and the next day you 
have to get up and face something else,” Kris tells me. “You’re never finished. Truly never. 
It doesn’t matter where you are in the world, that’s the story.” 

Moving from grizzlies to South American carnivores, Kris describes the local animosity 
toward pumas, the same species as North American mountain lions. Here in the 
southern cone, massive estancias, or ranches, reign, and the animals have a price on  
their heads. 

To form Patagonia Park, another nonprofit Kris established bought 220,000 acres of 
private land to connect two federally protected reserves. The majority of that land was 
part of a large sheep ranch in the Chacabuco Valley, and the organization, Conservacion 
Patagonica, has removed 400-plus miles of fencing and restored overgrazed grasslands, 
allowing native wildlife, including pumas, to repopulate. 
 
Tompkins Conservation has worked from the southern tip of Chile, establishing 
Yendegaia National Park in 2014, to northern Argentina, where the organization 
helped create El Impenetrable National Park and is now doing groundbreaking species 
restoration in the upcoming Iberá National Park. Since purchasing 340,000 acres there 
in 1997, the organization has reintroduced giant anteaters, tapirs, macaws, collared 
peccaries and pampas deer. It hopes to release jaguars by early 2020, which would be 
the first large carnivore reintroduction in Latin America, according to Ignacio Jiménez 
Pérez, who directed the Iberá rewilding program until mid-2018.

“The biggest challenge for reintroducing any large predator is about the reaction of 
society,” Jiménez Pérez said. “The response of the neighbors, and the provincial and 
national society, has been phenomenal. They are really excited about getting jaguars 
back.” The largest feline in the Americas, jaguars are gone from 95 percent of their 
original Argentinian range and were extirpated from the Iberá area in the 1960s. 

Because they’ve been gone so long, the big cats aren’t seen as a threat, even among local 
cattle ranchers. The region is already benefitting from ecotourism, with a million annual 
visitors to nearby Iguazú Falls; plus, jaguars are part of the native Guarani folklore, 
considered a lost relative. “There is no mythology of hatred,” Jimenez said, contrasting 
them to wolves in the Northern Rockies. 

The Tompkins didn’t start as rewilders: Their first projects, Pumalín and Corcovado 
parks in Chilean Patagonia, both had fairly intact ecosystems. It was a sea change in 
their work—a massive commitment that’s been the most difficult part, Kris said. 

AS WITH MANY NEW CONSERVATION EFFORTS—John D. Rockefeller’s 
efforts to expand Grand Teton National Park comes to mind—the Tompkins’ work 
received opposition initially. Although they often bought from absentee landowners, 
some residents worried the changes threatened the gaucho way of life. Others doubted 
their intentions: Like the U.S., these countries had relied on aggressive extraction, 
logging and hydro damming, and at the time Doug and Kris were beginning their work, 
many large-scale natural resource development projects were being proposed. 

Chile also lacked a culture of philanthropy, wrote Tompkins Conservation spokeswoman 
Erin Billman in an email: “It simply seemed unthinkable that a wealthy foreign 
businessman purchasing huge tracts of property (even through nonprofit foundations) 
had benign intentions.” 

The Tompkins were accused of planning to introduce North American bison, setting 
up a nuclear-waste dump or a new Jewish state (even though neither were Jewish), and 
were cited as a threat to national security when their purchase of the land that became 
Pumalín National Park stretched from the Argentine border to Corcovado Gulf, in  
the Pacific.

“It took us donating a few parks before people said, ‘Hey, this is real. They’re doing what 
they said they were going to do,’” Kris told the United Nations Dispatch in an interview 
following her 2018 appointment as UN Environment Patron of Protected Areas. 

Kris credits her team for much of their success. There are around 200 employees, and 
dozens of volunteers and interns. The staff in Argentina are nearly all Argentine; in 
Chile, they’re mostly Chilean. The majority have been with the organization for years. 

Partner organizations have also been key, helping leverage new land acquisitions; 
effecting ground-level change like the dam proposals recently shut down on Chile’s 
Baker River near Patagonia Park; and helping build powerful collaborations with other 
conservation leaders including preeminent biologist E.O. Wilson, whose Half-Earth 
Project is working to protect half the planet for biodiversity. Kris sits on Wilson’s Half-
Earth Council, a small group of thought-leaders that includes Montana State Senator 
Mike Phillips. A wildlife biologist who led the effort to return wolves to Yellowstone 
National Park, Phillips now directs the Turner Endangered Species Fund.

“The real lingering value of Kris’ work, beyond the ecological impacts of her holdings  
in South America, is to inspire others to rise up and do the work of Half-Earth,”  
Phillips said. 

KRIS ALWAYS LED with Doug, although they fulfilled different roles in the 
organization. Doug was an outspoken visionary, driven by beauty and involved in every 
detail of their work. In 2015, following a kayaking accident in Lake General Carrera 
near Patagonia Park, he died of hypothermia. A grieving Kris poured herself into work, 
accelerating the effort they’d started together.

Tompkins Conservation has donated almost all of its conservation property, including 
working with former Chilean President Michelle Bachelet, who in January 2018 decreed 
9 million acres of new national parkland alongside Tompkins Conservation’s 1-million-
acre donation.

“It was Kris talking to another woman, the president of Chile, working together, and she 
got it done,” said Yvon, also a longtime friend and climbing partner of Doug’s. 

Moving forward, Kris and Tompkins Conservation are working to connect wildlife 
corridors, including one between the Chilean Patagonia Park project and Argentina’s 
Patagonia National Park. They’re also advocating for marine protection adjacent to their 
terrestrial projects. In 2018, they launched a friends’ group to fundraise and advocate for 
Chilean parks, as well as a tourism campaign to promote the 1,700-mile road-and-ferry 
route connecting what will soon be a chain of 17 national parks. 

“We’re trying to encourage other individuals, whether they have great assets or not, to sit 
up and realize they have a great responsibility toward this,” Kris said. “Forty years ago, we 
didn’t know what we know today. There’s a moral imperative to act.”

This story was originally published in Mountain Outlaw winter 20218/19 issue.

BACK 40

In 2017, Kris Tompkins and former Chilean President Michelle Bachelet signed a pledge to expand Chilean national 
parkland by 10 million acres. PHOTO BY JIMMY CHIN
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A World Away...

...Doesn't  Have to Be Far Away.

330 Stellar Jay Way  |  $3,495,000
3,569 ± Sq. Feet  |  20 Acres  |  3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms
Beautiful acreage, opportunity to build barn and guesthouse

419 Great Gray Hollow  |  $1,995,000
3,288 ± Sq. Ft.  |  20 ± ACRES  |  3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms 
Lovely home on expansive acreage, horses allowed
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