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Big Sky School district sued over mask mandate
Over a dozen Gallatin County parents join the nonprofit Standup Montana in a lawsuit against 
three districts including the Big Sky School District, claiming the districts’ mask policies 
infringe on personal and parental rights. 

Local golfer moves closer to LPGA tour 
Pro golfer Dorsey Addicks splits her time between Big Sky and the road, where she travels in 
her Airstream between tournaments in pursuit of a dream: to make it to the Ladies Professional 
Golf Association Tour. 

LPHS sports hit new field
Lone Peak High School soccer and football teams played their first home games of the season 
on Sept. 17, breaking in the new turf and other features of the new Big Sky School District 
athletic facility. 

Peets’ Final Piece: Closing the loop on Bozeman’s 
historic park
In 1892, the Gallatin Valley Land Trust negotiated the purchase of what is now Burke Park, or 
Peets Hill, in Bozeman, a beloved public space. Now, the trust is seeking support on its mission 
to obtain 12 more contiguous acres on the park’s southern boundary. 

First Women’s Climbing Festival builds community
The first Women’s Climbing Festival, an event entirely propelled by volunteers, brought dozens 
of participants to Hellgate Gulch near Townsend for a weekend of climbing and inspiration. 
Between clinics, speakers and good ol’ fashioned getting after it, attendees and organizers reflect 
on fostering community.    

Rich Addicks, Jessianne Castle, Ryan Castle, 
Frederico Di Dio, Jed Easterbrook, Amanda 
Eggert, John Fielder, Scott Flathouse, Seth 
Langbaur, Al Malinowski, Scott Mechura, 
Ashea Mills, Dave Pecunies, Brittany Shirley, 
David O. Williams, Todd Wilkinson

Sophomore Trygve Wikan (right) battles 
with a Laurel Locomotive player for control 
of the ball at the Big Horns’ Sept. 17 soccer 
game on the new turf field. The boys won 2-1 
that night but lost to the Frenchtown Broncs 
on Sept. 18. PHOTO BY DAVE PECUNIES

Vibrant fall colors contrast with the snowy hills off Taylor Fork Road. This seasonal interface heralds the first day of autumn 
which fell on Sept. 22. PHOTO BY GABRIELLE GASSER 
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SPANISH PEAKS MOUNTAIN CLUB

4A Lodgeside Way
4 BED + 4 BATH | 3,278 +/- SQ. FT. | $4,350,000

Montage Mountain Homes
5 - 6 BED + 6.5 - 7.5 BATH | 5,320 - 5,515 SQ. FT. | FROM $7,980,000

ALL INFORMATION PROVIDED IS DEEMED RELIABLE BUT IS NOT GUARANTEED AND SHOULD BE INDEPENDENTLY VERIFIED.  INFORMATION AND DEPICTIONS ARE SUBJECT TO ERRORS, OMISSIONS, PRIOR SALES, PRICE CHANGES OR WITHDRAWAL WITHOUT NOTICE.  NO GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY 
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TION IS REQUIRED OR WHERE SUCH AN OFFER WOULD BE PROHIBITED, AND THIS SHALL NOT CONSTITUTE A SOLICITATION IF YOU ARE WORKING WITH ANOTHER REAL ESTATE AGENT.  NOTHING HEREIN SHALL BE CONSTRUED AS LEGAL, TAX, ACCOUNTING, OR OTHER PROFESSIONAL ADVICE.

WEST YELLOWSTONE, BORDERS SOUTHFORK OF MADISON RIVER

179 Old Lionhead Camp
6 BED + 6 BATH | 4,160 +/- SQ. FT. | 18.37 +/- ACRES | $3,999,000

SPANISH PEAKS MOUNTAIN CLUB

207 Outlook Trail, Spring Creek Reserve 207
13.18 +/- ACRES | $6,000,000

GALLATIN CANYON

Big EZ Estates Lot 7 Charlie Russell Loop Road
20+/- ACRES | $4,150,000

GALLATIN CANYON

Big EZ Estates Lot 27 Doolittle Drive
20+/- ACRES | $4,950,000

Martha Johnson
VP of Sales
Founding Broker
martha@bigsky.com
406.580.5891

View all my listings at bigskyrealestate.com/team/martha-johnson

Pending

SPANISH PEAKS MOUNTAIN CLUB

18 N Outlook Loop, Highlands #46
4 BED + 4.5 BATH | 3,561 SQ. FT. | $4,400,000

Golf or Ski/Social Membership at Spanish Peaks Mountain Club is Available Golf or Ski/Social Membership at Spanish Peaks Mountain Club is Available

Private Trout Pond + No Covenants
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As tourism in Big Sky slows down for  
the fall, how do you like to spend  
your offseason?

O p - E d :

Outdoor Recreation
Annie McCoy

“Family are gone, friends 
have departed, and I am left 
with my favorite time of the 
year! Hubby and I are off to 
camp in new areas. I paint, 
he fishes! Life doesn’t get 
much better than that!”

OUTDOOR  
RECREATION 

47%

WORK
6%

TRAVEL 
27%

REST & 
RELAXATION

20%

BY ASHEA MILLS 

Having lived and guided in Yellowstone Park for over 25 years, I feel 
extremely privileged to share space with bears, and to have helped 
visitors from around the world safely observe them. I have observed bear 
populations as they expand into former territories and have watched with 
growing concern for their safety and ours as Greater Yellowstone sees an 
increase in both visitation and residents. 

“Pay attention and be careful.” That was our mantra, raising a kid in and 
around Yellowstone, with its steep cliffs, swift moving water, and while 
living, hiking and camping in bear country. Among the reasons I chose 
to have a child was the awesomeness of living and guiding in such a vast, 
open country, one that sustains a healthy bear population. But with this 
place comes some serious responsibility. You have to know what it means 
in griz country to “pay attention and be careful”.

Over the years, I’ve learned to make bear protocols a habit. I don’t like 
to be afraid. That wouldn’t do us or them any good. Like anything with 
potential for danger—driving down the highway, rock climbing, hiking 
or living in bear country—practicing smart behavior makes for a much 
safer, more comfortable experience. As more people are coming to our 
area to visit or live, now is a critical time for those of us who value living 
with both black and grizzly bears to model smart living.

Bears are surprisingly predictable once you learn their food sources 
and once you take the time to learn their behavior. I often imagine the 

scenario of coming around the corner and being face-to-face with a bear. 
Of course, I always make noise, sometimes shouting my fool head off. I 
practice drawing bear spray without fumbling. I keep a very clean camp. I 
practice in my mind’s eye not running if I do have an encounter. 

Every year we hear of bears obtaining animal feed or garbage or breaking 
into vehicles or garages. These problems are avoidable. If we’re going 
to live with them, to maintain the wildness they bring to our space, we 
need to be smarter and more adaptable. That might mean investing in 
an electric fence, taking out fruit trees, or hanging the bird feeder higher 
than a bear can reach. It means putting away the grill and securing 
garbage and livestock feed. These are not hardships, just habits. 

To reduce human-bear conflicts, we must have educated hikers, hunters, 
joggers, climbers, boaters, kids, and we absolutely must reduce attractants. 
The tradeoff for practicing these good habits is to proudly exclaim, “I live 
in griz country.” It is to live with the constant reminder that we coexist 
with a suite of animals who also call this place home. It is to live in one 
of the wildest places left in the world. That alone is worth it. 

To read stories about what some people are doing to safely live in areas 
with grizzly bears, visit grizzlybearcollective.com/living-with-bears/
more-people-more-bears.

Ashea Mills has spent 25 years connecting visitors to Yellowstone’s wild 
landscape including hiking snowcoach driving, and wildlife watching. 

Now is a critical time to model smart living in bear country
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Tuesday, October 26th  
@ the Wilson Hotel

SAVE the DATE
Big Sky’s inaugural  

Comm            ForumUNITY

Community Expo: 4:30pm - 9:00pm  
Partner Presentations: 5:30pm - 9:00pm

Hosted by:

Learn how these 
entities are making 

Big Sky 
Better Together.

• Big Sky Zoning Advisory Committee  • Gallatin Canyon Water & Sewer District 
• Big Sky Trails, Recreation, & Parks District • Gallatin County (Courts Facility Bond)  

WORKFORCE HOUSING

For more info visit: 

 ResortTax.org/Community-Forum
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Modernizing Montana’s old 
drought plan
OFFICE OF GOV. GREG GIANFORTE
 
HELENA – Gov. Greg Gianforte recently announced efforts to improve 
Montana drought and water supply planning. Approved in 1995, the 
existing Montana Drought Management Plan is slated to be updated with 
support from a new federal grant.

“With every region of Montana facing severe to extreme drought 
conditions, this is the time to plan for the future and increase our 
preparedness statewide,” Gianforte said. “Drought is having an impact on 
everyone – from anglers to foresters to agricultural producers.”

Over the next two years, the Montana Department of Natural Resources 
and Conservation will update the Montana Drought Management Plan. 
The new plan will increase preparedness to meet current and future 
drought-related challenges across a wide range of water users in the state.

The new plan will improve and formalize the state’s drought preparedness, 
monitoring, and response. It will also help identify and prioritize drought 
vulnerabilities and recommend proactive adaptation strategies to reduce 
the severity and lessen the impacts of drought across communities and 
individual users in Montana.

Bozeman airport receives 
$4.5M in federal funds 
EBS STAFF

HELENA –  Bozeman Yellowstone International Airport is growing 
faster than any other airport in the state. And it’s getting the funding it 
needs to accommodate that growth.

In mid-September, the Department of Transportation’s Airport 
Improvement Program granted nearly $4.5 million to the airport, which 
will be used to expand construction on the airport’s apron as well as for 
parking, loading and fueling of planes, allowing for additional airport 
traffic to and from Bozeman. 

The Airport Improvement Program provides grants to public-use airports 
for planning and development projects, and was awarded by the Federal 
Aviation Administration.

“As Montana’s fastest growing city, it’s essential that Bozeman has the 
infrastructure in place to support more efficient air travel,” Sen. Jon Tester 
said in a Sept. 16 press release.

“I’m glad to see Bozeman Yellowstone International receive this funding 
so they can support good-paying jobs and continue serving the growing 
number of Montanans and tourists who rely on air travel to and from the 
state,” Sen. Steve Daines said in a Sept. 16 statement.

National Guard reports 
to Montana hospitals for 
COVID-19 relief
EBS STAFF

Montana National Guardsmen are reporting to hospitals across Montana 
to support its COVID-19 response and to alleviate shortages in staffing 
and care amid rising hospitalizations related to the coronavirus and new 
Delta variant.

Bozeman Deaconess hospital last week requested 10 National Guard 
members from the state for nonmedical ICU assistance, environmental 
services, patient data entry and COVID testing, according to a press 
release from the office of Gov. Greg Gianforte.

Since last week, the state has received six formal resource requests from 
hospitals for 70 National Guard members, which began assisting hospitals 
last weekend. 

“Joining doctors and nurses on the frontlines, the men and women of the 
Montana National Guard will provide critical support to our hospitals as 
their systems are strained,” Gianforte said in the statement.

“While these Guardsmen will help ease the heavy burden our frontline 
health workers face,” Gianforte continued. “The best long-term solution 
to this crisis is for Montanans to talk with their doctor or pharmacist and 
get vaccinated.”

Fatality, missing persons 
search at Shoshone Lake
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK – Park search and rescue crews 
located the body of Mark O’Neill along the east shore of Shoshone Lake 
in Yellowstone National Park Monday, Sept. 20.

O’Neill, 67, from Chimacum, Washington, and his half-brother, Kim 
Crumbo, 74, from Ogden, Utah, were reported overdue by a family 
member Sunday, Sept. 19 from their four-night backcountry trip to 
Shoshone Lake.

On Sunday, Sept. 19, park crews located a vacant campsite with gear on 
the south side of Shoshone Lake, as well as a canoe, paddle, PFD and 
other personal belongings on the east shore of the lake. Crews located the 
body of O’Neill along the east shore during the morning of Monday,  
Sept. 20. 

Search and rescue efforts continue with 10 crew members on foot in the 
area Tuesday, Sept. 21 to locate Crumbo. Grand Teton National Park 
interagency ship and crew are also assisting with air operations.

Both O’Neill and Crumbo are National Park Service (NPS) retirees, and 
Crumbo is a former Navy Seal.

This incident remains under investigation. While we cannot comment 
further about the specifics of this investigation, we will provide updates 
when appropriate to do so. We ask the public to maintain distance from 
any law enforcement personnel, equipment, vehicles and their related 
activity for the safety of the public in this remote area and to protect the 
integrity of our work.



The Big Sky Chamber of Commerce is a 501 (c)(6) nonprofit, membership organization

OUR COMMUNITY. OUR BUSINESS. 

BIGSKYCHAMBER.COM | 406.995.3000 | CAITLIN@BIGSKYCHAMBER.COM

Join Us! The Big Sky Chamber is hosting our 4th Annual Community Building Forum 
as a virtual and in person event connecting YOU – our members with the private, public and 
nonprofit developers in town. Our line up of speakers will present on the building that is 
taking place as well as the community investments that support our town and the growth 
that is occurring. This unique opportunity has two Q&A sections* allowing you access to these 
organizations so that you can better understand the work that is being done around town and 
who are the players.

*Questions can be asked live or you can submit them in advance to info@bigskychamber.com. 
Questions might be screened for time and relevancy.

PRESENTING SPONSOR:

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30TH | 5:30 – 8:00 PM | VIRTUAL & IN PERSON AT WMPAC

FREE! FOR THE VIRTUAL MEETING LINK REGISTER AT BIGSKYCHAMBER.COM/CBF21

4TH ANNUAL COMMUNITY BUILDING FORUM

IS YOUR BUSINESS A BLUE SQUARE MEMBER OR ABOVE? 
If so, you’re invited to our exclusive networking cocktail hour before the event. 

Email Anna@BigSkyChamber.com for more info.

 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
 
 5:30 PM - SECTION ONE

 • FLAT IRON RESORT

 • LONE MOUNTAIN LAND COMPANY

 • YELLOWSTONE CLUB/SPANISH PEAKS/
    MOONLIGHT BASIN

 • BIG SKY RESORT

 SECTION ONE Q & A 

6:30 PM INTERMISSION

6:50 PM - SECTION TWO

• WATER AND SEWER

• HOUSING

• ELEVATE BIG SKY/ RESORT TAX

• FIRE DEPARTMENT

SECTION TWO Q & A 

MASKS REQUIRED FOR IN-PERSON EVENT
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BY BELLA BUTLER
BIG SKY – After several reports of bear disruption in a Big Sky homeowners 
association, the Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks on Sept. 18 trapped and euthanized a 
female black bear in the interest of human safety. 

The 172-pound bear was put down after residents and renters in the Hidden Village 
neighborhood complained that the sow had been raiding cars, trash cans and font 
stoops the past few weeks, according to Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks Region 3 
information and education program manager Morgan Jacobsen. 

As bears prepare for a long winter of hibernation, they enter a phase of excessive eating 
and drinking called hyperphagia. While they remain active in human communities 
throughout the summer, bear activity tends to ramp up in fall as they hunt vigorously  
for food. 

“During that time, bears are active for more hours of the day really focused on 
consuming calories and protein in prep of hibernation,” said Jacobsen. “They may also 
have reduced situational awareness during that time as well.”

The euthanized bear was the second of two in the Big Sky area that FWP has put down 
this summer, a decision that’s at the discretion of FWP, according to Jacobsen.  

“If a bear is obviously conditioned to get food sources from urban areas or developed 
areas where people are,” Jacobsen said, “it’s not something that relocating the bear will 
likely solve because bears are creatures of habit. Once they get an easy food source from 
an anthropogenic area, they’re going to keep coming back to it and so relocating the bear 
would more or less just move the problem to another area.” 

To put it in perspective, Jacobsen said, FWP has euthanized two bears in the Big Sky 
area but has received 25-30 reports of bear incidents throughout the season. He added 
that reports of bear incidents in the area have picked up in the last few weeks.

“We’re aware of a lot of different conflicts happening [from the Yellowstone Club to U.S. 
Highway 191] kind of recently and so that’s something we’re watching closely,” Jacobsen 
said. He added that FWP’s is currently focused on educating people to prevent further 
conflicts with these bears. 

Jacobsen said most of the bear interactions occurring in Big Sky right now are the 
product of a common narrative: “Bears getting into garbage cans that are left out that are 
not certified bear resistant, and the bear gets the food reward and it keeps  
coming back.” 

Properly storing garbage is at the top of FWP’s recommendations for how to keep bears 
out of urban areas. In addition to measures people can take at home, Jacobsen said it’s 
important for recreationists in the area to remain astute and make frequent noise when 
they’re in bar country. 

“In places where we have recreationists … bears may not be able to detect human 
presence as quickly and as easily as they would at other times of the year,” Jacobsen said 
of the hyperphagia period. See page 23 for more tips on staying safe while recreating in 
bear country.

Bear awareness critical as hibernation nears

PREPARE & BE BEAR AWARE

According to FWP’s Morgan Jacobsen, unsecured garbage is  
the biggest issue instigating bear interactions in Big Sky.

Graphic by ME Brown, information from Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks

Properly store garbage in a certified bear 
resistant bin or secured building.

Do not leave out pet food, including bird  
seed, or BBQs.

Secure fruit-bearing vegetation and livestock 
with an electric fence.

For more safety tips visit : 
fwp.mt.gov/conservation/species/bear/bear-aware

Bear-resistant trash cans are tipped over on 
a Big Sky street, but still closed.

Unsecured trash cans in the same 
neighborhood leak remnants after a bear visit. 

Two TIGER grant projects started early with new funding

BY BELLA BUTLER 

BIG SKY – Construction began mid-September on two road improvement projects in 
Big Sky. Crews started constructing a two-way left turn lane on Montana Highway 64 
and upgrades to the traffic signal at the entrance of Big Sky. 

Originally lumped into the slew of projects slated to be funded by the TIGER grant, 
these upgrades are preceding other TIGER grant projects thanks to alternative sources 
of funding.

The nearly $200,000 traffic signal upgrade is being funded through the federal 
Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program and is being completed 
through the Montana Department of Transportation. Lone Mountain Land Company 
is footing the $1.3 million bill for the turning lane that is being constructed on 
Highway 64, also known as Lone Mountain Trail, near Ace Hardware.

Gallatin County announced in June that projects to be funded by the TIGER 
grant, which was awarded to Big Sky in 2017 by the Federal Highway Administration 
in the amount of $10.2 million, would be delayed until the spring of 2022 after the 
single construction bid received came in $3 million over budget.

Sanderson Stewart, the firm overseeing the design and construction of the TIGER 
grant work, believes that removing these two projects from the overall scope of TIGER 
grant work as well as making changes to design will “help address the budget challenges 
with the overall TIGER project,” according to a Sept. 9  
press release.

“We’re hopeful that we’ll have a much better bid this second time around just by  

the combination of these changes,” project manager and engineer Danielle Scharf  
told EBS.

LMLC currently has plans to build two employee housing structures in the Powderlight 
Subdivision adjacent to Ace. Per the Gallatin County Commission’s safety concerns, 
construction on one of the two employee housing lots cannot begin until the turning 
lane is finished. While construction and sitework can be completed on the second lot 
without the turn lane, the building cannot be occupied  
without it.

“LMLC is a partner with the Big Sky Community and Gallatin County to help address 
some of our biggest community issues: lack of workforce housing and increasing traffic 
congestion,” Kevin Germain, a vice president of LMLC, wrote in a statement to EBS.
In order to keep the budget deficit from eliminating the scope of the TIGER grant 
work, Germain said that LMLC worked with Gallatin County to fund the turn lane 
on Lone Mountain Trail privately. “In addition, a very significant workforce housing 
project can move forward,” he wrote. According to Germain, “it is projected that 
[occupants of the employee housing] will be employees of LMLC companies and our 
retail partners.”

The turn lane construction will cause a single-lane closure near the construction site 
for four weeks, according to Scharf, and a pilot car and temporary signal will be used to 
control traffic.

The work on the traffic signal at the junction between MT 64 and U.S. Highway 191 
will include upgrades to the signal hardware as well as the addition of a protected left 
turn signal. According to MDT Traffic Project Engineer Michael Grover, the project is 
expected to wrap up mid-November, and Scharf added that this project isn’t expected to 
impede traffic much.
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BY GABRIELLE GASSER
BIG SKY – The Big Sky School District is one of three 
Gallatin County districts recently named defendants in 
a lawsuit over whether the schools’ mask mandates violate 
personal and parental rights.

The suit, filed in Gallatin County District Court on Sept. 
13, states that BSSD No. 72, Bozeman School District No. 
7 and Monforton School District No. 72 face-covering rules 
“… infringe on the rights of Plaintiffs and their children to 
privacy, dignity, and free expression” and asks for a temporary 
restraining order as well as preliminary and permanent 
injunctions against defendants’ mask mandates.

Plaintiffs in the suit include Gallatin County-based 
nonprofit Stand Up Montana and 13 parents from the 
respective districts. 

Ahead of its Aug. 30 first day of school, the BSSD school 
board voted at an Aug. 24 emergency meeting to implement 
a mask mandate requiring all staff, volunteers, visitors and 
students ages 5 and older wear a mask over their nose and 
mouth while inside of any school building. During an 
extensive discussion and public comment period at the meeting, three members of the  
public voiced preference for an optional masking policy and 10 said they fully supported a 
mask mandate.

On Aug. 31, the Montana Department of Health and Human Services issued a temporary 
emergency rule, submitted as Exhibit A in the lawsuit, stating schools should take 
into account parents’ concerns over whether or not health-related mandates—masking 
in particular—are healthy for their children, citing “health, religious, moral, or other 
fundamental rights reasons.” 

Arguments in the lawsuit filed by Missoula-based attorney Quentin M. Rhoades on behalf 
of the plaintiffs include the assertion that making students wear masks is ineffective, parent 
concerns that forcing students to wear masks interferes with their ability to learn, and the 
argument that compulsory mask wearing infringes on the right to bodily integrity.

“There’s also a constitutional issue here,” Rhoades said in a Sept. 17 interview with EBS. 
“Montana Supreme Court has been very consistent that medical decisions are private 

and they’re protected by our constitutional right of privacy. 
And they’ve called it a fundamental right, which means that 
the government can’t infringe upon it unless it can show a 
compelling government interest, which means life or death or 
the survival of the Republic.”

On Sept. 21, plaintiffs filed a motion for temporary restraining 
order and for a hearing to show cause for why a preliminary 
injunction should not be granted. The plaintiff was denied a 
temporary restraining order on Sept. 21 and a hearing, which 
will be made available to the public via zoom, is set for Oct. 5 
at 1:30 p.m. for a judge to rule on the plaintiff ’s request for a 
preliminary injunction.

The defense was served with the summons and papers detailing 
the complaint on Sept. 22. Elizabeth Kaleva, attorney for the 
defendants, said she will file a response to the preliminary 
injunction.

“The school response to [the lawsuit] would be that we don’t 
believe [the mask mandate] violates any constitutional rights,” 
Kaleva told EBS. “In fact, school districts, by the Montana 
Constitution, have supervision and control of their schools as a 
constitutionally protected right.” 

Rhoades and Kaleva are also engaged in representing each side of a similar lawsuit filed 
against Missoula school districts.

Sheena Kidd, a Big Sky Parent Teacher Organization board member and parent of a fifth 
grader, third grader and preschooler in the district, supports the school mask mandate.

“The most important thing is having our kids in school 100 percent of the time and not 
being half virtual or 100 percent virtual,” Kidd said. “So, we fully support the school and the 
board. I think they’re doing the best they can in a super challenging situation.”

Gallatin County is currently in a high community transmission status for the COVID-19 
virus and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommend that everyone should 
wear a mask in public, indoor settings. The Delta variant of COVID-19 is more contagious 
than the original strain, according to the CDC, and some data suggests the variant causes 
more severe illness in unvaccinated people. According to data released by the American 
Academy of Pediatrics on Sept. 16, “child cases have increased exponentially, with over 
925,000 cases in the past four weeks.” 

BSSD sued over school mask mandate

Students sit at desks with physical barriers in place 
during the 2020-21 school year. For the 2021-22 school 
year the Big Sky School District School Board voted 
on Aug. 24 to return to 100 percent in-person learning 
with a mask mandate in place. The district is now a 
defendant in a lawsuit against school mask mandates 
that also includes Bozeman School District No. 7 and 
Monforton School District No. 72 as defendants. PHOTO 
BY BRITTANY SHIRLEY 
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Ophir Elementary School welcomes four  
new staff members

BY GABRIELLE GASSER

BIG SKY – On Aug. 30, students and staff returned to school with 100 
percent in-person learning. Students came back to the same classrooms but 
with some new faces including both incoming students as well as four new 
Ophir Elementary School staff members.

Kinsey Carney
First Grade Teacher

Kinsey Carney is originally from sunny San 
Diego, California, where she and her husband 
split their time between the city and Mammoth 
Lakes. She worked for Mammoth Unified and 
the Town of Mammoth Lakes as a substitute 
teacher and a recreational gymnastics instructor. 

Carney says she hopes to bring the open mind and creative attitude that 
she developed while teaching abroad in Asia to her new position  
at Ophir.

Backpacking, hiking, skiing, gardening and yoga are just a few of Carney’s 
many hobbies. She is new to Big Sky and looks forward to becoming 
more involved in the community and other organizations.

Mariel Elleman
Fourth Grade Teacher

Mariel Elleman hails from the Dayton, Ohio  
area and she graduated last spring from  
Wright State University where she studied 
elementary education. 

“In my new position as a fourth-grade teacher, 
I hope to build on the foundation of Ophir 

Elementary School’s commitment to inquiry based learning and outdoor 
education,” she wrote in an email to EBS.

Some of her hobbies include hiking, skiing and reading mystery/survival 
novels. Her favorites are by the author Kristin Hannah, who wrote “The 
Great Alone.”

Elleman said two life dreams of hers are to work with kids and to live in 
the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. She expressed immense gratitude to 
be able to live and work in Big Sky.

Jackson Bollard
Fifth Grade Teacher

A Montana native, Jackson Bollard is from 
Helena, Montana, and he lives in Bozeman. 
Before coming to teach at Ophir, Bollard worked 
as a paraprofessional in Bozeman.

Bollard says he hopes to bring creativity and a 
desire to learn to his new position.

His hobbies include hunting, fishing and exploring Montana. Bollard 
said he enjoys any time spent outdoors.

“I couldn’t be any more excited to be at Ophir Elementary!” he wrote in 
an email to EBS.

Mary Jo Thompson-Butler
K-5 Music, Art and HE Lead Learner

When the Big Sky School District called former 
substitute Mary Jo Thompson-Butler to offer  
her a job, she was happy to say yes to Ophir 
without hesitation. 

Thompson-Butler brings years of education and 
experience to the positions she now fills including 
a Bachelor of Fine Arts, Masters of Education, 
ORFF certification, and AMS I/T & EC  
Full Certifications.

Growing up in a musical family, Thompson-Butler said she morphed 
from an athlete and musician into a dancer who sings. She is looking 
forward using her years of experience performing, choreographing, and 
directing to work on Ophir’s winter performance with the WMPAC 
team slated for Dec. 10.

Hiking and horseback riding are two of Thompson-Butler’s favorite 
hobbies. Currently, she is dedicated to building the school’s Specials 
Program by providing Ophir’s students with enriching ARTS and 
HE connections to their Units of Inquiry as designed in the IB 
Transdisciplinary Curriculum, as well as the Montana State Standards, 
and the National Center for the Arts Standards.

“I hope my students develop confidence in their artistry and the 
perspective that they can stretch their creative spirits as far as they can 
imagine,” Thompson-Butler wrote in an email to EBS.
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Water and sewer board 
annexes LMLC, housing trust 
project into district
After months of review, housing 
project will advance 

BY BELLA BUTLER
BIG SKY – The Big Sky County Water and Sewer District board voted at a Sept. 21 
meeting in favor of annexing a workforce housing project into the district, concluding a 
monthslong debate. 

In a 4-3 vote, district board members approved the latest of three ordinances after passing 
the ordinance’s first reading at an Aug. 24 meeting. 

The ordinance adopts into the water and sewer district the RiverView affordable housing 
project, a collaborative effort between Lone Mountain Land Company and the Big Sky 
Community Housing Trust. It also grants the housing trust 25 single family equivalents, or 
SFEs, to its portion of the project—25 of 100 units—upon the completion of the district’s 
new wastewater treatment plant or Aug. 1, 2023, whichever comes first. 

With this step behind them, the housing trust can continue pursuit of $6.7 million in tax 
credits to fund the majority of its portion of the development. Guarantee of service by the 
August 2023 date was crucial for the housing trust, which would be liable for getting the 
project online within a certain timeframe if awarded the tax credits. 

The board, however, grappled with the possibility of compromising available SFE capacity 
to current properties in the district should they seek them down the road and the new 
facility upgrades aren’t completed on time. 

AE2S engineer Scott Buecker shared a graph at the Sept. 21 meeting that projected 
SFEs would be unavailable by spring of 2024 if hookup demand continued on its current 
4 percent growth rate. The projection was an amendment to one shared at the Aug. 24 
meeting, during which Buecker stated capacity would run out by late summer 2023. 

“Annexation of the property was a vital step in the process,” BSCHT Executive Director 
Laura Seyfang wrote in a statement to EBS after the meeting. “We know this was a tough 
issue for the Board and appreciate their concerns.”

Among the dissenting were board president Tom Reeves along with board members Bill 
Shropshire and Dick Fast.

“I’m concerned about the precedent we’re setting,” Fast said during the meeting, referring 
to annexation requests without guaranteed capacity. 

Board members Peter Manka, Brian Wheeler, Mike Wilcynski and Mike DuCuennois 
remained steadfast in the support they voiced for the ordinance at the Aug. 24 meeting, all 
voting in favor. 

At the beginning of the meeting, Reeves reported that a letter of public comment had been 
received on Sept. 19 questioning why DuCuennois, an employee of Yellowstone Club,  
had not declared a conflict of interest on the annexation issue. Lone Mountain Land 
Company and the Yellowstone Club are both subsidiaries of Boston-based CrossHarbor 
Capital Partners. 

“Its [sic] long been my personal belief Mr. DuCuennois’s presence on the Board of 
BSCWSD is to benefit Cross Harbor Capitol - his employer - and his voting on important 
matters has been a conflict of interest ever since the day he grabbed a seat years ago,” 
the letter stated. The author further suggested that DuCuennois’ participation in the 
annexation discussion and decision is a “glaring example.”

Reeves said the board had requested a legal opinion in August, ahead of receiving the 
public comment, from the district’s general counsel, Susan Swimley, on DuCuennois’ 
potential conflict of interest. 

When asked for comment, Swimley provided EBS with letters she had written to the 
district stating her opinion. In her letter addressed to district Executive Director Ron 
Edwards and dated Aug. 23, 2021, Swimley determined that based on an interview with 
DuCuennois and additional information provided to her, DuCuennois had no “financial or 
pecuniary dependency that would preclude [him] from participating in the board’s work” on 
the annexation matter. 

She further advised that DuCuennois “stress that his mind is not closed on the matters at 
hand and that he listens impartially to the information presented as well as public comment 
made on each of the issues before participating in discussion and decision.” 

The board had requested a similar opinion from Swimley in March 2021 for board member 
Wilcynski, an employee of Moonlight Basin, another subsidiary of CrossHarbor Capital 
Partners. At the time, Swimley offered the same opinion that she stated for DuCuennois. 
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BY GABRIELLE GASSER
BIG SKY – New stadium lights installed around the Big Sky School District’s upgraded outdoor 
stadium have inspired both support and opposition from neighbors and the greater community.
 
The four lights, 70 and 80 feet tall, were installed in August as a feature of the school’s two-phase 
$23.5 million-project improving its outdoor athletics stadium (see page 20). Though the lights 
exceed the height limit of 30 feet for a flat roof or 33 feet for a pitched roof set by the Board of 
County Commissioners, a legal exemption allowed for the school to bypass the zoning regulation.
 
Five complaints regarding the new lights were submitted to the Gallatin County Compliance 
Department via email between Aug. 31 and Sept. 7. 

“Not only are [the lights] an eyesore, they are not in compliance with County or HOA 
restrictions, which they are part of,” wrote one complainant who resides in the Porcupine Park 
neighborhood. “The lights will be a source of distracting light pollution and potentially a safety 
hazard for motorists on Highway 191/Gallatin Road and the surrounding area.”

Megan Gibson with the Gallatin County Compliance Department sent an investigation letter to 
BSSD Superintendent Dustin Shipman on Sept. 10 informing him of the complaints filed with 
the county. Gibson said her department will be taking no further action on the complaints until 
after public hearings regarding the matter are held.

In anticipation of an extensive public comment period, according to Shipman, the school board 
held its Sept. 14 meeting in the Ophir Elementary School Gym. Many parents, students, athletes 

and coaches filled the room and spoke up in support of the new athletic facility. Out of 14 public 
comments shared, 13 were in support of the new athletic facility. The sole other comment was in 
opposition to the school’s recently implemented mask mandate.

Mother of former and current BSSD students and resident of the Porcupine Park neighborhood 
Gena Gaub was one of the 13 commenters to offer her impassioned support of the new 
infrastructure.

“It’s very frustrating to me as a neighbor to have the neighborhood around the school at odds with 
the school,” she said. “I feel like as a community, we should support the growth, be excited for the 
growth, whether that be financially or emotionally, and when those lights flip on everyone should 
be heading down to the field to support our youth.” 

No one who submitted oppositional comment to the county shared comment at the school  
board meeting. 

On Aug. 31, BSSD submitted an application for an exemption on the height of the lights to the 
Gallatin County Planning and Community Development Department demonstrating that the 
lights meet all other zoning regulations.

According to Montana Code, when an agency proposes to use public land contrary to local zoning 
regulations, a public hearing shall be held. The code also states that once the hearing is held, “The 
board shall have no power to deny the proposed use but shall act only to allow a public forum for 
comment on the proposed use.”

On April 30, 2021, Montana Legislature passed House Bill 0496, which revises this law, giving 
boards the power to act on proposed uses that they review. This change will take effect on Oct. 1, 
2021. For all applications submitted prior to the change, they will still be reviewed under the rules 
and regulations in place at the date of submittal. 

The first hearing on BSSD’s application will take place on Oct. 4 at 9:30 a.m. at the Big Sky 
Water and Sewer District office where the Big Sky Advisory Committee will consider it and hear 
public comment. The second is on Oct. 14 at 9 a.m. with the Planning and Zoning Commission 
at the community room in the courthouse in Bozeman. 

At the Oct. 4 meeting, the advisory board can listen to public comment but will not be able to 
take action, according to board member Steve Johnson.

New school stadium lights take heat
Despite opposition, several people offer support for new facility at 
school board meeting

The Gallatin River Task Force will

pay you to upgrade your water-

using household fixtures to more

efficient models.

Start saving today by visiting

gallatinrivertaskforce.org/indoor-rebates 

or calling (406) 993-2519.

Save Water. 

Save Money. 

Save the Gallatin.

Funding for the Big Sky Water Conservation program provided by  

The four lights erected around the new turf field at the Big Sky School District are the object of 
five complaints submitted to the Gallatin County Compliance Department. PHOTO BY GABRIELLE 
GASSER
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BY MIRA BRODY

BOZEMAN – On any given winter day, but particularly after a fresh dusting of 
snow, hordes of children and adults alike fly down Peets Hill one after another 
on brightly colored sleds, rectangles of cardboard, Tupperware lids and skis. 
After the adrenaline tapers and the passengers hop off their rides, they’ll jump 
to their feet and rush up the incline to do it all over again, a continuous loop 
until exhaustion or hunger sets in.

Much like the cyclical athleticism involved in traversing the community’s 
beloved park, the proprietor of Burke Park is now working on closing the loop 
on the historic space’s evolution. 

With the chance to purchase 12 contiguous acres on the park’s southern 
boundary, the Gallatin Valley Land Trust is now asking for the help of the 
community to raise the $1.6 million needed to secure the sale and fund park 
upgrades. They have until January to reach their goal.

Chet Work, GVLT’s executive director, calls this opportunity a “full circle” for 
the nonprofit organization, and “the start of what we hope is a new era  
for GVLT.”

It’s a circle that began in 1892 when GVLT founder Chris Boyd, for whom a 
portion of the trail system within the park is named, negotiated the purchase 
of the park’s existing 41 acres. Before Boyd’s intervention, the land was plotted 
for 612 homes, a development with the intention of making the sleepy town of 
Bozeman appear bigger and more attractive to business owners.

Today’s sale, with the breakneck speed of real estate and development in the 
valley, looks a bit different. The 12 private acres were listed by the owner 
in early July. After missing out on an initial offer, Work said the landowner 
reached out to GVLT after the original buyer, a developer, had fallen through, 
giving the organization a couple days to organize a plan for securing the 
purchase—a window that is not usually granted to land trusts.

On Aug 27, GVLT launched a robust fundraising campaign, “Peets’ Final 
Piece.” Although the land itself cost $1.2 million, Work says GVLT’s goal of 
$1.6 million includes the cost of planned trail upgrades, benches, overlooks, 
possible ADA accessibility upgrades and staffing. 

If successful, GVLT plans to transfer ownership of the parcel to the City 
of Bozeman, which will be better situated to maintain it, Work says. With 
the possibility of working with some larger donors—the Mysun charitable 
foundation has already pledged to match all gifts between $1,000 and $15,000 
up to $50,000—they’ll reevaluate their need near the end of September.

“Beyond a dog park or a walking place [Burke Park] has a lot of meaning to 
people,” Work said. “I think that it’s very personal to this community and I  
think that the major donors that have engaged with us so far have reflected  
on that.”

“I’m amazed by the excitement of this project,” Work continued. “Our hope is 
that it opens the eyes to the community of the value of having a well-funded, 
well-staffed, talented land trust to keep our ear to the ground and get in front  
of these.” 

To understand the importance of Peets Hill to the community of Bozeman, 
it helps to take a look back at its former uses. John M. Peets, for whom the 
prominent hill at the north end of the park is named, was an early Gallatin 
Valley resident, grocer and dairy farmer. It is rumored that the white warming 
hut at the bottom of the hill was where Peets would store feed for his dairy 
cows. John’s son, Earl, took over his father’s dairy business, but was forced to 
close after a typhoid outbreak negatively impacted the valley’s economy. Earl 
offered to donate the 40 acres to the City of Bozeman, but unconvinced that the 
town’s population would ever reach that far, the city declined.

A year later, Capt. Edmund Burke Jr., at once Gallatin County attorney and a 
member of the Montana Legislature, bought the land and although the Burke 
family used it as a horse pasture, people continued to sled, run, bike and walk 
their dogs in the open space.

Today, Burke Park and Peets Hill, once slated for 612 homes, is now the most 
popular trail in GVLT’s Main Street to Mountains trail system, home to 220 
species of plants as well as local wildlife including fox, deer and raptors, and 
a sanctuary for local recreationists, including nearby hospital workers and 
residents of the neighboring Knolls assisted living facility. Work says he has 
even heard of people getting engaged up there.

Preserving these coveted open spaces is becoming more of a challenge for 
organizations like GVLT, Work says, and in order compete with developers, 
the land trust must be able to respond to offers within 24 hours, and have full 
market value on hand—a near impossibility right now.

“Our goal is to grow ourselves to an organization that can be reactive at least in 
securing the most important properties in this county, regardless of how quickly 
the market is working,” Work said.

Working to secure this parcel, Work asserts, is right at the core of GVLT’s 
mission to acquire and conserve habitat and trails. Since their inception in 1990, 
the land trust has secured 50,000 acres of land, and not without the help of  
the community.

“We’re really excited about [Peet’s Final Piece] and our board and staff are really 
hopeful,” Work said. “We have confidence that we can do this, but that really 
depends on the community.”

You can donate to Peets’ Final Piece at gvlt.org/in-pursuit-of-peets-hill/. If you’re 
interested in making a leadership level gift, contact Justin Barth at justin@gvlt.org. 
The Mysun Charitable Foundation will be matching donations of $1,000-$15,000 
for Peets Hill up to $50,000.

REGIONAL

The hill with ‘a lot of meaning’
Peets’ Final Piece looks to expand beloved Bozeman park

Burke Parks where the new parcel meets the current park boundary. PHOTO BY MIRA BRODY

A Bozeman Daily Chronicle newspaper clipping from an unknown date shows Peets Hill 
and Al Albelin, one of many residents who advocated to protect the original 41 acres from 
development when the landowner at the time, Ed Burke Sr. decided to sell. PHOTO BY LYNN 
ISRAEL COURTESY OF THE GALLATIN HISTORY MUSEUM
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News from our publisher, Outlaw Partners

The path to inclusion: Catching up with Rob Balucas

BY MIRA BRODY

LOS ANGELES, Calif. – For Rob Balucas, qualifying for the Kona full 
IRONMAN World Championship race was more than standing on the 
triathlon’s biggest stage as a paratriathlete—it was about making the path of 
inclusion for paratriathletes easier to travel.

Balucas had recently taken up training toward competing in triathlons when, 
on Sept. 5, 2015, while mountain biking in Marin County, California, he 
crashed. His injuries included a broken collarbone, cracked ribs, collapsed 
lung and fracture in his lumbar spine, rendering him a paraplegic, and 
forever changing his life.

Refusing to give up, Balucas began a rigorous rehab and training routine 
and began competing in triathlons with the help of a handcycle and 
race wheelchair. Today, he not only trains in the paratriathlete division 
of IRONMAN, but also speaks candidly about his crash, recovery and 
adaptive, athletic journey, including when he joined Outlaw Partners, 
publisher of EBS, last January for a riveting talk at TEDxBigSky.

With qualifying for Kona as his goal, Balucas competed in the handcycle 
division at the IRONMAN 70.3 in Lubbock, Texas, this past June. Despite 
a few hiccups—he and his wife Erika Chau, made the last minute decision 
to drive, forgoing the chaos that is pandemic air travel, and then it rained 
on the course the night prior, rendering all of his equipment soaking wet—
Balucas arrived and competed against two other handcycle racers for a total 
time of 5:57:20.

Balucas came in third—just one place short of qualifying for Kona—but 
there was a communication mix-up. Usually, the first and second place 
handcyclers are offered a qualifying place at Kona, and the others are offered 
a spot in the Utah half IRONMAN. While congratulating the athletes on 
the podium, the race directors this time only offered the Kona spot to the 
first place winner.

Knowing full well this was not communicated to his fellow athletes, Balucas 
did what he’s been doing since that crash in 2015—reaching toward athletic 
goals and striving to advocate for paratriathletes like himself.

“I didn’t like what it meant for people in our division,” Balucas said of the 
mix-up. “I am able to do this with relative ease because of people who came 
before me, because I was following a path already set, and I want to do that 
for people who come behind me.”

After some investigating, Balucas found that his fellows in the handcycle 
division felt similarly that they had been misled. After all, this would forfeit 
one handcycle athlete from representing the Americas at Kona this fall. 
After reviewing Balucas’ concerns, the Lubbock IRONMAN race directors 
admitted their miscommunication and opened one more slot for Kona. 
After confirming that the second place handcycle athlete before him didn’t 
want the spot, reality sunk in for Balucas—he was going to Kona.

“I felt a full shock through my entire body, including the half I can’t feel,” 
joked Balucas. “It was half excitement, half ‘Oh my gosh what have I gotten 
myself into.’ It was validating.”

Although Kona has been postponed from Oct. 9 to Feb. 5, 2022, due to 
pandemic concerns, Balucas remains optimistic and diligent about his 
training schedule. He calls swimming his ‘Achilles heel’ and hopes to get his 
swim pace down to an hour and 40 minutes, which means putting the time 
in to shave some time off of his current pace.

“I’m in the best shape fitness and endurance-wise I’ve ever been in, and I’m 
working on maintaining and increasing that,” Balucas said. “I worked hard I 
did the best that I could and I’m about to get to the Big Dance.”

The Big Dance, not only being one of two representatives for paratriathletes 
in the Americas at the full Kona IRONMAN, but also advocating for those 
who follow in his path, making it easier for those who have overcome their 
disabilities and still strive to achieve their athletic goals.

Rob Balucas and his wife, Erika Chau, attend the IRONMAN 70.3 in Lubbock, Texas, in June. This race 
qualified Balucas for the Kona full IRONMAN. PHOTO COURTESY OF ROB BALUCAS

Balucas’ race wheelchair (above) allows him to adaptively compete in the running portion 
of a triathlon and he uses a handcycle (below) for the biking portion. PHOTOS BY SCOTT 
FLATHOUSE
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BY GABRIELLE GASSER

BIG SKY – Local pro golfer Dorsey Addicks is having her best season ever with 
a recent 14th place finish at the Four Winds Invitational in South Bend, 
Indiana, earning her a current standing of 85 on the official Symetra Tour 
Money List. 

Addicks, 26, is both training hard and playing hard as she travels around the 
U.S. to compete in as many tournaments as she can, all while living out of 
her 20-foot Airstream trailer.

To date, Addicks has already logged over 20,000 miles of driving across the 
U.S. in her golf career and she has been living out of her Airstream since 
January of 2021. According to her father, Rich Addicks, Dorsey “is the only 
one traveling and living full time out of a travel trailer on the Symetra Tour.”

The Symetra Tour is the official qualifying tour of the Ladies Professional 
Golf Association Tour and is currently in its 41st competitive season. The 

nearly eight-month tour prepares the world’s best young women professional 
golfers for a successful career on the LPGA Tour, a goal Dorsey has had her 
sights set on since college.

As an elementary student in Atlanta, Georgia, Dorsey had half-days of 
school on Fridays and would spend her afternoons taking golf lessons with 
a group of boys. On family vacations to Big Sky growing up, Dorsey said 
golfing with her dad and brother solidified her interest in the sport but it 
wasn’t until her freshmen year of high school that she picked it up again.

A desire to play golf in college led Dorsey to set aside her other two sports 
and dedicate the rest of her high school athletic career to golf.  

Her commitment paid off: Dorsey played on the Seattle University golf 
team, where she graduated in 2017 before going pro in 2018.

Now, Dorsey uses Big Sky, where her parents reside, as her home base, 
traveling for six months at a time and returning home for six months. 
This nomadic lifestyle is not new to Dorsey, who spent a lot of time during 

SPORTS
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LPHS sports take new field pg. 20
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Local golfer logs her best season ever on LPGA qualifying tour
Dorsey Addicks travels cross-country in an Airstream on her journey  
to the pros

Dorsey Addicks is logging her best professional golf season ever and she currently ranks 85 on the official Symetra Tour Money List. PHOTO BY RICH ADDICKS
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college and summers traveling with her dad in his own Airstream trailer to 
different amateur events. During the pandemic, Rich and Dorsey brought 
the Airstream back into service so Dorsey could travel safely to tournaments 
and continue competing.

Rich, a retired photojournalist, dedicated his 2020 summer to traveling with 
Dorsey on her third pro season and the two were able to stay healthy and 
safe. In July of 2020, Dorsey bought an Airstream of her own.  

Dorsey said she had always wanted to buy a van but it had never made 
enough logistical sense for her to pull the trigger. With one season of 
nomadic lifestyle under her belt and a cost-justified plan in place for 2021, 
Dorsey was able to make her dream a reality.

“It’s a great opportunity and this is really the only time in your life where 
you can basically live on the road and make no money and be okay,” she said.

Dorsey says there are many benefits to this mode of travel including never 
having to unpack, being able to cook for herself and creating a sense of 
consistency while she travels cross-country.  

“I like to say it doesn’t matter where in the country we are. I’m home,” 
Dorsey said.

The sense of home Dorsey refers to comes not only from her trailer, but also 
from the comradery that she enjoys with the other athletes on the Symetra 
Tour. There are 144 girls that go to each tournament, a group Dorsey 
describes as “one big family.”

“We’re all working towards the same goal,” she said. “We’re all competitive 
with one another, but we’re also on the road for 20 weeks out of the year and 
so you build this family in this community.”

One example of that community in action was at the South Bend 
tournament where Dorsey recalled one athlete had all of her clubs stolen. 
Upon hearing the news, the rest of the athletes there didn’t hesitate to pitch 
in and give her any spare clubs they had on hand.

“We all really want to see each other do well,” Dorsey said.

The ultimate goal for these athletes is to earn their LPGA card, an 
accomplishment not earned by many that requires hard work  
and dedication.

“This was the first year where I really felt like I really truly could get my 
card on the LPGA, so for me that’s really exciting,” Dorsey said of her 
longtime goal. 

The road to obtaining the card is long and the first step, which Dorsey 
hopes to achieve by the end of this year’s Symetra Tour on Oct. 10, is 
finishing in the top 80 on the Money List. These top 80 athletes are able to
 

get into every 2022 pro event, creating more chances at a top-10 finish.  
At the end of each season, the top 10 finishers receive their LPGA card. 

Dorsey has been improving steadily since her rookie season and she referred 
to herself as a “late bloomer.” 

“I feel like I have lots of room I can improve,” she said, “and that’s really 
exciting because I haven’t reached my full peak potential, and a lot of these 
girls have already peaked. So, for me I’m really excited about the trajectory 
of my career and every year I’m just getting a little bit better and it’s going in 
the right direction.”

Her father and biggest fan shares her optimism. Dorsey’s golf journey is like 
climbing a mountain, he said. The closer you get to the top, the harder it is 
to climb.

“Dorsey’s golf journey started later than most of her 
peers,” Rich said. “But her talent and willingness to 
work hard and make sacrifices have paid off, and this 
year the view has gotten much better,” he said.

Rich complimented Dorsey’s mental game saying that 
has been her biggest improvement this year.

“Golf is always trying to tell you you’re not very good, 
but Dorsey has learned to tune that out and play 
with confidence, patience and trust,” he said. “It is the 
hardest part of golf, and if you can figure it out and 
know yourself, you will achieve your goals.”

The 2021 Symetra Tour is nearing its end with just 
three tournaments left before the championship. Right 
now, Dorsey is en route in the Airstream to her next 
stop on the tour, Prattville, Alabama, where she’ll play 
Sept. 17-19. It takes her longer to get to events than 
if she flew, but Dorsey said she doesn’t mind and has 
even been able to visit some places she otherwise never 
would have seen.

“It’s been a great adventure and I’m enjoying it a lot,” 
she said.

SPORTS

Addicks lives and travels in her 20-foot airstream trailer while on the Symetra Tour, the official 
qualifying tour of the LPGA. PHOTO BY RICH ADDICKS

Addicks has been improving steadily since her rookie season and refers to herself as a “late bloomer.” PHOTO BY RICH 
ADDICKS PHOTO BY RICH ADDICKS
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BY AL MALINOWSKI 
EBS CONTRIBUTOR

BIG SKY – During a night of firsts at the new Lone Peak High School Big Horn 
field, the LPHS Big Horn football team couldn’t capture the first they cherished the 
most, their first win of the season. The Park City Panthers’ (3-1) experienced roster, 
which boasts 14 juniors and seniors, took early control of the game and handed the host 
Bighorns (0-3) a 52-14 defeat.

Lone Peak established initial momentum with a miscue. Freshman Big Horn punter 
Bridger Flores bobbled a snap just enough on the first possession of the game that he 
decided to abandon the punt and run the ball. The miscue became good fortune as 
Flores wasn’t tackled until he had advanced the football deep into Panther territory to 
the Park City 16-yard line. However, Lone Peak was unable to convert that momentum 
into points and turned the ball over on downs.

On the ensuing drive, Park City methodically marched the ball down the field. The Big 
Horn defense forced multiple third downs but were unable to stop the Panther offense. 
The Panther possession resulted in senior Jacob Gauthier punching the ball across the 
goal line on a quarterback sneak from the one-yard line on third down. Gauthier then 
found junior Wyatt Hamilton on a short pass for a successful two-point conversion to 
give the Panthers an 8-0 lead.

Over the next several minutes Park City would capitalize on several Big Horn mistakes 
to add to their lead. On the first play after receiving the kickoff, Big Horn sophomore 
quarterback George Helms was unable to corral a wayward snap, turning the ball back 
over to Park City.  Six plays later, Gauthier hit senior Taetin Kindsfather on a third 
down, play-action rollout pass (PAT Failed) to increase the lead to 14-0.

Park City employs a “squib kick” strategy on kickoffs, choosing to concede better 
starting field position to their opponent rather than kicking it deep and allowing their 
best returner to handle the ball. On the subsequent kickoff, their strategy continued the 
Panther’s momentum, as the Big Horns failed to fall on the kickoff along the sideline. 
Park City recovered and three plays later capitalized as junior running back Stockton 

Zimdars scored on a 12-yard inside run that he broke out to the left sideline. The 
Panthers led 20-0 after a failed PAT.

Park City scored two additional touchdowns in the second quarter on a Zimdars run 
and a pass from Gauthier to sophomore Jed Hoffman to take a 36-0 lead into halftime. 
Lone Peak also lost its top running back, sophomore Pierce Farr, near the end of the 
second quarter, due to an injury.

Park City showed no letdown in the second half, with Zimdars running the kickoff back 
for a 70-yard score, and later junior Holder Stepper scoring on a 4-yard run.  

Lone Peak found some success in the fourth quarter, with Helms finding Flores on a 
post route for a 20-yard touchdown for the Big Horn’s first score on their new field. On 
their next possession, Helms scored from the 2-yard line with a quarterback sneak on 
fourth down. Flores ran for the 2-point conversion to end the scoring at 52-14.

After the game, Big Horn first-year head coach James Miranda praised the efforts of 
his short-handed squad, with three starters who missed all or significant portions of the 
game. Miranda mentioned the efforts of Flores, who “has the ability to impact the game 
at this level.” Miranda also recognized Helms, who played quarterback in middle school, 
but had to quickly learn the offense due to injury. Helms is the fourth quarterback to 
play for Lone Peak in their first three games this season.

Next week the Big Horns will prepare to travel for a Friday night game against the 
Sheridan Panthers at 7 p.m. This game was originally scheduled to be played last week 
but was postponed while Sheridan experienced a temporary school closure due to 
COVID-19.  

Last season, Lone Peak lost a close contest with Sheridan 21-16. This season, the Big 
Horns will face a much improved 3-0 Panther squad that is currently listed at No. 9 in 
the Montana 8-man football rankings.

The Ophir Miner middle school football team (1-1) will also visit the Sheridan 
Panthers next Friday at 4 p.m. The Miners are looking forward to getting back to action 
after their scheduled games the last two weeks were postponed.  

L P H S  s p o r t s
t a k e  n e w  f i e l d

BY GABRIELLE GASSER
BIG SKY – The energy at the new Lone Peak High School turf field was at a fever 
pitch the evening of Sept. 17 as the varsity boys soccer team took the field to play their 
first home game of the season and the first game ever on the turf. The stands filled with 
students and parents wearing white and cheering the Big Horns on all evening. 

Following the boy’s game versus the Laurel Locomotives, the Lady Big Horns varsity 
soccer team took the field against the Lady Locomotives. The Big Horns football team 
closed out the excitement with a night game lit by new stadium lights against the Park 
City Panthers.

The new synthetic turf field is made up of two inches of synthetic grass fiber and infill 
laid over a pad system. It is a National Federation of State High School Associations

Montana High School Association full regulation field with markings for both eight-
man football and full-size high school soccer.

According to Cristie Tate, V.P. of Tate Management and representative for the district 
in the construction projects, K-12 students will be able to use the field during the school 
day, and the facility will host all school related practices and games during all weather 
conditions. There will also be flexibility for community usage for local sports teams and 
activities according to Tate.

“This new facility is going to be a real asset for our students, student athletes and the 
entire community,” wrote Superintendent Dustin Shipman in an email to EBS. “To 
have facilities of this quality in rural Montana is just a real testament to the support the 
school district has from the community. Just simply awesome for our kids.”
Read on for a full recap of LPHS volleyball match on Sept. 16 as well as football and 
soccer games on Sept. 17.

Big Horn football team defeated by Park City Panthers

The new synthetic turf field at BSSD is made up of two inches of synthetic grass fiber and infill laid over a pad system. PHOTO BY JED EASTERBROOK/TARKETT SPORTS-FIELDTURF USA INC.
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BY BELLA BUTLER
BIG SKY – In a match that swung on a pendulum of back-and-forth momentum, the 
Lone Peak High School varsity volleyball team lost on Thursday night to the Shields 
Valley Rebels in four games, bringing their conference record to 1-3. The Bough-Dolan 
Athletic Center was high energy all evening as the team vied point for point against the 
older Rebels. 

Early in the first game, both teams struggled to pull ahead 
as they got into a groove of setting up each play and 
finishing with a kill on the other side of the net. A solid 
dig by LPHS junior libero Jessie Bough—one of her seven 
for the night—helped junior setter Emily Graham set up 
senior middle blocker TJ Nordahl up for a kill, showing the 
level of execution the Big Horns would find sporadically 
throughout the rest of the match. 

Still, the Big Horns struggled the entire match to side-out 
immediately after a lost point, letting the Rebels answer 
with runs of their own. As the home team, half comprised 
of underclassmen, tightened their shoulders and lingered 
on the previous play, the Rebels would take advantage, 
often putting the ball in the hands of strong hitters like 
junior Jaeli Jenkins and senior Morgan Fairchild. 

“It’s no secret that volleyball is huge in momentum and 
there’s always really huge swings back and forth in high 
school sports,” said assistant coach Bailey Dowd, who led 
the Big Horns from the bench with head coach Ellen 
Wolferman currently out. “Clearing our minds each play 
and resetting the tone that we have control over the game 
is what the girls really need to think about. And when we 
have the momentum, we need to try and keep it longer by 
making our serves and playing some really good defense.” 

The Big Horns had their own comebacks, with well-placed 
deep serves by Bough and junior defensive specialist Haley 
Houghteling, and powerful swings at the net and from 

behind the 10-foot line by junior outside hitter Maddie Cone, re-energizing the Big 
Horns at several critical points. Cone led the Big Horns in kills and blocks with seven 
and three respectively. 

Sophomore middle blocker Ella Meredith and freshman right-side hitter Claire 
Hoadley brought height to the Big Horns front row, putting up two blocks apiece. With 
more strategy than force, Meredith placed the ball in the Rebels’ uncovered center court 

at opportune moments, following Cone in kills with five. 

After losing the first game 27-25 and the second game 
25-22, the Big Horns fought hard to pick off the third 
game from the Rebels and stay in the match. Dowd, a calm 
presence from the sideline, called a timeout with the Big 
Horns down 22-21. The Big Horns stepped back on to the 
court with tempered nerves, executing the next play with 
a big kill by Cone. Toward the end of the third game, the 
student section began filling up, elevating the energy to 
help earn the team a win. 

The Big Horns came out composed in the fourth game, 
setting the tone with a couple blocks to shut down the 
Rebels’ Jenkins. The Rebels answered with a quick set to 
Fairchild and other plays the Big Horns hadn’t been forced 
to defend the whole match. Still, the Big Horns’ back row 
showed fight, not letting a ball hit the floor without an 
attempt at digging it up. The Big Horns lost the fourth 
game 25-18. 

The Big Horns junior varsity team lost to the Rebels in 
three games. The young team made up almost entirely of 
freshmen is showing improvements from the beginning 
of the season, but the Rebels bested them in their ability 
to set up plays more consistently and deliver tougher balls 
across the net. 

The Big Horns will head into their next conference game 
against Lima on the road on Sept. 24 and will play at home 
against Twin Bridges on Sept. 25 at 1 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. 

SPORTS

BY GABRIELLE GASSER

BIG SKY – On Sept. 17, the boys’ soccer team defeated the Laurel Locomotives in a 
high-energy game while the Lady Big Horns fell to the Lady Locomotives in a  
tough matchup.    

The evening marked the first home games of the year for 
the Big Horns soccer teams on the new turf field. The 
energy was high with athletes from the volleyball and 
football teams filling the stands to cheer on their peers. 

“The men’s soccer team was excited and honored to be the first team 
to play on the new field,” wrote Head Coach Tony Coppola in an 
email to EBS. “The school and entire student body were at 
a fever pitch.”

The boys team took the field first at 3 p.m. coming 
into the game with confidence after having already 
defeated the Locomotives 2-1 on Sept. 7. 

Throughout the game the crowd stayed engaged, letting the refs 
know when they made unpopular calls. On the field, the Big Horns 
did a great job of communicating with their teammates and mostly 
played offence down on the Locomotives end of the pitch. 

Junior LPHS captain Max Romney scored the first goal on the 
new turf when he followed up a free kick by sophomore Cash 
Beattie, putting the Big Horns up 1-0 early in the first half.  
Big Horns sophomore Colter Smit scored the second goal, also  
in the first half, off a huge punt from sophomore goalkeeper 
Sawyer Wolfe. 

Some good footwork by Beattie and freshman Finn McRae 
helped the Horns to control play.

The Locomotives answered the Big Horns’ lead in the 
second half with a goal of their own, briefly swinging 
the momentum in their favor. However, the Big 
Horns shut the Locomotives down for the rest 
of the game allowing no more goals.

“The boys were excited, I was excited and it felt great to get the win over Laurel,” 
Coppola said. “Going into the game Laurel was ahead of us in the Eastern conference 
standings and to keep our playoff hopes alive we needed the win.”

The Big Horns delivered with a 2-1 victory for the evening and improved their record, 
win-loss-tie, to 3-2-1 for the season. 

The Lady Big Horns took over the pitch at 5 p.m. to face off against the  
Lady Locomotives.

Starting off with high energy fueled by cheers from the crowd, sophomore 
Astrid McGuire scored the first goal of the game three minutes into the first 
half. The Lady Locomotives answered with two rapid goals of their own and 

maintained the momentum and set the pace the rest of the game. 

Play was largely focused down on the Lady Big Horn’s end of the pitch with 
junior goalkeeper Josie Wilcynski making some great saves and missing some 
tough shots by the Locomotives. 

It was a tough evening for the Lady Big Horns with senior Carly Wilson 
being injured in the first half and Wilcynski taking a big  
knee to the ribs during a save right at the end of the second half.  
Both Wilson and Wilcynski returned to the field to finish the game 
with the crowd voicing lots of support for Wilcynski for her brave play 

despite her injury. 

The evening was marked by some standout performances by Wilson and 
Wilcynski as well as some great kicking by junior Skylar Manka and 
solid defense by junior Avery Dickerson.

It was a tough game with emotions running high and the Lady  
Big Horns ultimately fell to the Lady Locomotives 10-1. The  
Lady Bighorns are still looking to snag a W in their regular 
conference play.

Both teams competed in Frenchtown on Sept. 18. The girls got 
their first win of the season 4-1 against the Lady Broncs 

and the boys fell 2-0.

LPHS Varsity soccer teams split games against Laurel

Lone Peak volleyball falls to Shields Valley in tight game

Junior libero Jessie Bough serves in the Lone Peak High 
School varsity volleyball team’s match against Shields Valley. 
OUTLAW PARTNERS PHOTO

Senior Carly Wilson kicks the ball 
out of Big Horn territory during 

the girls’ Sept. 17 game against the 
Laurel Lady Locomotives. PHOTO 

BY GABRIELLE GASSER
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BY GABRIELLE GASSER

TOWNSEND – Shouts of encouragement fill the air and several pairs of women 
dominate the routes on the Winter Wall at Hellgate Gulch near Townsend as their 
peers cheer them on from below. Each woman in view sports a green wristband, a  
subtle cue that they are all connected by a common purpose: to build a community of 
female climbers.

This birds-eye view from the top of Winter Wall was Kristen Neithercut’s favorite part 
of the first ever Montana Women’s Climbing Festival which ran Sept. 10-12.

Neithercut was one of four women who banded together to make the festival a reality. 
Joining her in leadership were Anju Samuelson, Becky Switzer and Karly Rager Priest. 
A desire to create a more tight-knit community for female climbers in Montana drove 
the idea for the festival.

“The goal of coming together was to encourage women not only to continue in their 
growth as a climber, but encourage growth as a friend, a spouse, a mother or a sister,” 
Switzer wrote in an email to EBS. “There are so many ways we use climbing as an 
analogy for life; the more we work to overcome challenges and difficulties in climbing, 
the more confidence and clarity we gain.”

Organizer Samuelson was inspired by the same goal. 

“I knew there’s all these great women out there but they wouldn’t really … meet each 
other randomly at the crag,” said organizer Samuelson. “I just really liked that idea 
to have all these women coming together and even new women just meeting them, 
because it is so hard in Montana to just meet randomly people at the crag.”

The organizers secured permits from the Forest Service this past winter and worked on 
planning the festival all summer. About 40 participants attended the festival along with 
10 to 12 instructors and volunteers, all women. Attendees varied from young climbers 
just getting into the sport to local icons like Meg Swanson, who put up a lot of the 
routes at Hellgate Gulch. 

Women at the festival spent the weekend attending clinics, climbing, and most 
importantly, building community. Throughout the two days, climbers also got to hear 
from a roster of accomplished speakers. 

The festival was put on entirely by volunteers and almost $1,000 was raised and 
donated to the Inge Perkins Scholarship a fund offered in partnership with Montana 
Mountaineering Association in memory of local climber Perkins who passed away in 
2017. The scholarship provides financial assistance to female rock climbers in Perkins’ 
home state of Montana. 

“Seeing everyone together on the first night of the event was a beautiful thing,” Switzer 
said. “Our state is so big that we tend to develop little islands of people that correspond 
with major cities and climbing areas. Triangulating in one location, Hellgate, was the 
perfect solution to try and make travel easier on everyone. It was refreshing to come up 
with a venue and a structure that provided a welcoming environment for everyone.”

Four speakers presented as part of the festival’s programming.  
On Friday, Sept. 10, Steph Bonucci, environmental engineer, 
spoke about Native American History at Hellgate and Lorca 
Smetana, a resilience teacher, gave a talk titled Resilience in  
the Mountains.

“The first night when everybody got there, we did some 
programming, and had some people speak, and it created an 
environment for vulnerability and also acceptance of us as women 
and us navigating risk as women,” Neithercut said. “We had a 
woman speak about resiliency and resiliency for females in the 
mountains and what that means. And I think that that helped  
set the tone for the rest of the weekend in that we’re all out 
here to build community and climb hard or not climb hard  
and connection and community was the thread that held 
everything together.”

For some attendees, these talks added even more value to their 
experience of the festival expanding the focus beyond climbing.

“I would say Lorca’s talk was really memorable for me,” said 
Jeannie Wall, participant, presenter and co-founder of women’s 
online climbing forum Broad Beta. “It really pivoted my 
experience into one of a richer, fuller experience of wanting to get 
to know different women there, being more open. For me making 
climbing the least important of the things that I was there for.” 

Wall used the opportunity to introduce the women in attendance 
to Broad Beta as a place where they can post their stories and 
connect. The vision for this new forum, according to Wall, is to 
“embolden women through our shared stories” and create a safe 
space for women to share with each other openly.

On Saturday, Sept. 11, Anne Gilbert Chase, Patagonia Alpine Climbing Ambassador, 
gave a talk titled the Power of Female Partnerships followed by Kate Rutherford, 
Patagonia Alpine Climbing Ambassador, who gave a talk titled Understanding the 
Environmental Impact of the Climbing Industry.

“What made the festival really unique is seeing that in different women, the little peaks 
that they had, the little pearls that they took home or the sparkle in their eyes that you 
hadn’t seen before for some reason or the epiphany that one of us might have had in 
different ways for different reasons,” Wall said. 

Both Neithercut and Samuelson are confident that the festival will continue into the 
future, possibly with a new venue.

“I think that being able to create these spaces for women is important,” Neithercut said. 
“Festivals and gathering places for people that identify as underrepresented [are] so 
important. And whether that’s in any field, but feeling underrepresented and being able 
to use whatever resources you have to build community around it, I think is  
really important.” 

SPORTS

First Montana Women’s Climbing Festival a success
Women gather in Hellgate Gulch to climb, build community

Women gather in Karly Rager Priest’s “Overcoming the Fear of Falling” clinic. PHOTO BY SETH LANGBAUR

Anne Gilbert Chase explores a route in the Hellgate Gulch climbing area. PHOTO BY 
SETH LANGBAUR
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BY GABRIELLE GASSER
MONTANA – With hunting season underway, its important to stay astute and safe--
both for hunters and other recreationists. Archery hunting season in Montana opened 
on Sept. 4 with a closing date dependent on the animal being hunted. After archery 
season closes, the general season will begin. 

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks provides rules and regulations as well as safety 
recommendations for a safe and bountiful hunting season that should be heeded by 
anyone heading into the outdoors. 

For hunters, this means having the proper education, permits and equipment, and 
knowing how to safely use and maintain that equipment. Another consideration to keep 
in mind is that hunters are out in bear country and should be prepared for a  
bear encounter.

Morgan Jacobsen, information and education program manager for Montana FWP 
Region 3, emphasized the importance of harvesting an animal properly and packing 
it out quickly. He also recommended that hunters visit fwp.mt.gov/cwd to become 
fully informed about Chronic Wasting Disease, a disease found in deer, elk and moose 
populations that damages portions of the brain typically causing progressive loss of body 
condition, behavioral changes and death. CWD likely spreads between animals through 
body fluids either via direct contact or indirectly through environmental contamination 
of soil, food or water.

To date there have been 456 positive samples of CWD across Montana since Montana 
FWP began testing in 2017.

According to Jacobsen, it’s important to know the rules. “So that means know what and 
where and when your license allows you to hunt, so make sure you’re in the right place 
at the right time hunting the right animal,” he said.

If anyone has questions about hunting regulations Jacobsen encourages them to call 
FWP at (406) 444-2535 for more information.

He also noted that it’s important for anyone who observes a wildlife crime or any 
suspicious activity to report it to the poaching hotline at 1-800-TIP-MONT.

Read on for some safety tips for hunter and outdoors enthusiasts during hunting season 
as well as the dates that seasons open this year for different game animals.

Ad donated by supporters for open land   |   mtlandreliance.org    |   406.594.1570

Do you love Montana’s open landscape? 
Help support protecting it in perpetuity.

Contact Jessie Wiese at jessie@mtlandreliance.org for more information

Montana hunting season opens for 2021
5 Safety Tips for Hunters:
1. Check hunting equipment and maintain 

it properly.
2. Clearly identify your target  

before shooting.
3. Tell someone where you will be hunting 

and when you will return. 
4. Carry a first aid kit. 
5. Dress properly and be prepared for the 

worst possible conditions.

5 Safety Tips for Non-Hunters:
1. Wear bright clothing and make yourself 

more visible.
2. Get an orange vest for your dog if  

he/she accompanies you. 
3. Make noise by whistling, singing or 

carrying on a conversation as you walk to 
alert hunters to your presence.

4. Know when hunting seasons are. 
5. Be courteous. Once a hunter is aware of 

your presence, don’t make unnecessary 
noise to disturb wildlife.

GAME SEASONS HUNTING DISTRICT 360:

ANTELOPE
Archery Season:  
Sept. 4 – Oct. 8
General Season:  
Oct. 9 – Nov. 14

BIGHORN SHEEP
Archery Season:  
Sept. 4 -14 
General Season:  
Sept. 15 – Nov. 28

MULE DEER
Archery Season:  
Sept. 4 – Oct. 17

WHITE-TAILED DEER
Archery Season:  
Sept. 4 – Oct. 17
General Season:  
Oct. 23 – Nov. 28

ANTLERED BUCK MULE DEER 
General Season:  
Oct. 23 – Nov. 28 

ELK
Archery Season:  
Sept. 4 – Oct. 17
General Season:  
Oct. 23 – Nov. 28

Moose
General Season:  
Sept. 15 – Nov. 28

WOLF
Archery Season:  
Sept. 4 -14 
General Season:  
Sept. 15 – March 15, 2022
Trapping:  
Nov. 29 – March 15, 2022
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BY AMANDA EGGERT 
MONTANA FREE PRESS

This story was originally published by Montana Free Press on  
montanafreepress.org.

HELENA – On opening day of Montana’s expanded wolf-hunting season, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service said it has decided to conduct an in-depth status 
review to determine whether state management plans aiming to aggressively 
reduce wolf populations threaten the 
recovery of gray wolves.

The agency now has a year to conduct 
a further review of the species using 
the best available science to determine 
whether listing under the Endangered 
Species Act is warranted.

The process was initiated this summer 
when environmental groups asked the 
agency to relist the animals through 
two separate petitions. The groups 
filed the petitions after lawmakers 
in Montana and Idaho passed laws 
that encouraged aggressive population 
reduction by broadening the methods 
hunters could use to harvest wolves and 
expanding the trapping season.

In a release about the decision, the 
agency wrote that the two petitions 
presented “substantial information that potential increases in human-caused 
mortality may pose a threat to the gray wolf in the western U.S.” and that the 
“new regulatory mechanisms in Idaho and Montana may be inadequate to 
address this threat.” The two other options before the agency included denying 
the petition, which would have maintained the status quo, or implementing an 
emergency relisting, which was what the environmental groups had asked for.

For now, existing management plans in Idaho and Montana will not be 
impacted by the agency’s review, according to FWS spokesperson Joe 
Szuszwalak, which means current hunting regulations in those states will remain 
in effect. 

“FWP looks forward to working with the USFWS on the review they’re 
undertaking and will provide them with any information they need. Montana 
has successfully managed wolves for more than a decade and can continue to do 
so in a fashion that keeps their numbers at sustainable levels above minimum 
thresholds,” FWP spokesperson Greg Lemon said in an emailed statement.

Measures passed by Idaho and Montana lawmakers this spring drew 
intense scrutiny at both the state and federal level, with Montana’s 
legalization of snaring, expanded trapping season and hunter reimbursement 
proposals collectively garnering more than 2,200 comments, most in opposition.

After Montana Gov. Greg Gianforte signed into law proposals that expanded 
the trapping season, removed bag limits, authorized reimbursement for wolf 
harvests, and legalized neck snares and bait-aided and night hunting, the 
pressure campaign shifted. Comments poured into the inboxes of Montana Fish 
and Wildlife Commissioners and federal agency heads, including U.S. Interior 
Secretary Deb Haaland and U.S. Forest Service leadership, which was asked to 
ban wolf trapping in wilderness areas. The latest request came in the form of 
a letter submitted by dozens of tribal leaders asking Haaland to place wolves 
back on the endangered species list due to concerns about states’ management 
policies for wolves.

On Sept. 15, the opening day of Montana’s wolf hunting season, and several 
weeks past the 90-day window FWS had to evaluate the Center for Biological 
Diversity’s relisting petition, the agency decided a closer look at state 
management of wolves is warranted.

Andrea Zaccardi, senior attorney at the nonprofit Center for Biological 
Diversity, said, “It’s been a pretty nonstop effort” that has included action from 
more than 25,000 of the organization’s members.

“I think it just shows that people around the country are pretty outraged as to 
what’s going on,” she said.

Zaccardi said she offered comment at the Montana Fish and Wildlife 
Commission meetings where commissioners weighed 2021 wolf hunting 
regulations and was dismayed to see commissioners disregard the 
recommendations of Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks staff biologists on a 
number of proposals, including night hunting and the use of snares on  
public lands.

“We need to revisit how wildlife decisions are made in the states and the 
makeup of commissions that are making those decisions,” she said. “It was 

pretty clear that the trappers had the 
state’s ear and the commission was 
going to do whatever the trappers 
wanted and ignore everybody else. It’s 
been extremely frustrating.”

“It’s tragic — and perhaps not 
coincidental — that this finding 
comes on the same day that the state 
of Montana has unleashed hunters to 
kill hundreds of wolves throughout 
the state, including on the edge of 
Yellowstone National Park,” WildEarth 
Guardians Executive Director John 
Horning said in an emailed statement. 
WildEarth Guardians is one of the 
groups that filed the later petition. 

FWP drew up regulations for the 
2021-2022 season that allow individuals 
to take up to 10 wolves per season 
through a combination of hunting 
and trapping. In a departure from 

previous wolf-hunting regulations, hunting with bait is now allowed, as is using 
artificial lights and night vision scopes when hunting for wolves on private land. 
There’s a provision in the regulations that initiates commission review once 450 
wolves have been harvested with potential for “rapid in-season adjustments” to 
regulations. If harvests exceed a threshold set for each of seven management 
regions, that also triggers commission review. Region One has the highest such 
threshold with 195 wolves. Review is also required if a grizzly bear or lynx is 
captured in a wolf trap or snare.

Idaho’s regulations don’t include daily or seasonal limits, and establish a 
year-round trapping season on private lands. Pursuing wolves with hounds, 
all-terrain vehicles and snowmobiles is allowed. Existing regulations allowed 
for hunter reimbursement for harvest — characterized by critics as a bounty 
— but the new law goes a step further and authorizes the state to pay private 
contractors to kill wolves.

The Montana Trappers Association and Rep. Paul Fielder, R-Thompson Falls, 
who sponsored the bills extending the wolf trapping season and legalizing neck 
snares for wolves, had not responded to a request for comment by press time on 
Sept. 15 afternoon.

Gianforte posted a statement about the decision on Facebook Wednesday 
afternoon alleging federal overreach into the state’s wildlife management plans.

“Montana has been effectively managing our wolf population for years, and 
we don’t need Washington coming in and second guessing our science-based 
approach. Montana’s new regulations have been carefully crafted and reflect our 
commitment to ensuring a sustainable wolf population in the state,” he said.

Zaccardi added that the Center for Biological Diversity has filed a notice of 
intent to sue Idaho and Montana over the states’ new trapping regulations. They 
say neck snares and expanded trapping regulations present a threat to grizzly 
bear and lynx recovery. Both animals are protected under the Endangered 
Species Act and share habitat with gray wolves.

The agency is expected to conclude its status assessment of gray wolves early 
next summer.

Billings native Amanda Eggert covers environmental issues for MTFP. Amanda is 
a graduate of the University of Montana School of Journalism who has written for 
Outside magazine and Outlaw Partners. At Outlaw Partners she led coverage for  
the biweekly newspaper Explore Big Sky. Contact Amanda at aeggert@
montanafreepress.org.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to explore relisting  
the gray wolf

On Sept. 15, the opening day of Montana’s wolf hunting season the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
decided that a closer look at state management of wolves is warranted. PHOTO BY FEDERICO 
DI DIO PHOTOGRAPHY ON UNSPLASH
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BY DAVID O. WILLIAMS 
WRITERS ON THE RANGE

It was 1952 when the cities of Aurora and 
Colorado Springs first started gobbling up 
water rights in a remote, high mountain valley 
on the state’s Western Slope. The valley is 
called Homestake, and now those same cities 
want even more of its pure water.

In western Colorado, where only about 20 
percent of Colorado’s population lives, all water tries to flow toward the 
Pacific Ocean. On the east side, where most people live, water flows to 
the Atlantic. To bring the water from the west side to the east side of the 
Rockies requires lots of money and lots of pipelines. 

But money isn’t much of a barrier when your population is exploding:  
Colorado Springs, with 478,961 residents, and Aurora, with 386,261, 
need more water. And they aim to get it even if it must cross under the 
Continental Divide and damage a fragile and ancient wetland called a “fen” 
in the process. 

The new reservoir the two cities plan to build would be 5 miles downstream 
from their existing Homestake Reservoir, and called Whitney Reservoir 
after a creek that flows into Homestake Creek. There’s also a Whitney Park 
within the nearby Holy Cross Wilderness Area, which could lose some-500 
acres if the new reservoir goes through.

But protesters are already active, and conservation groups are threatening 
lawsuits. Meanwhile, the cities have already quietly begun test drilling at four 
possible dam sites on U.S. Forest Service land along Homestake Creek. 

Obstacles, however, are popping up. The Forest Service says it won’t even 
consider a reservoir proposal that shrinks a wilderness area, and the cities 
would have to get that approval from both Congress and the White House.

The U.S. congressman for the district, rising Democratic star Joe Neguse, 
has also made it clear he doesn’t support shrinking a designated wilderness 
or damaging wetlands. Local leaders are also chiming in: “A Whitney 
Reservoir would irreparably change and harm our community,” said Minturn 
Mayor John Widerman and Red Cliff Mayor Duke Gerber, who co-wrote 
a letter to the Forest Service. Both represent small towns dependent on 
tourism and outdoor recreation.

State Sen. Kerry Donovan, a Democrat who grew up in the nearby ski town 
of Vail, also wrote the Forest Service to oppose the dam: “I cannot express 
how sternly the citizens of my district … oppose water diversion projects to 
Front Range communities.”

Another issue, and for some it’s the most critical, is the fate of valuable “fen” 
wetlands that would be destroyed by a dam and reservoir. “This is one of the 
finest wetlands we can find on our forest — it’s unbelievable,” White River 
National Forest Supervisor Scott Fitzwilliams told Aspen Journalism in 
2019. “You can mitigate, but you can’t replace 10,000 years of work.”

Nor can you turn the clock back to 1952, when Colorado’s population was 
1.36 million, compared to 5.7 million today, and the global land and ocean 
temperature was 1.52 degrees Fahrenheit cooler. Climate change, scientists 
say, will cause the Colorado River to lose up to 31 percent of its historical 
flow by 2052. That prediction was a factor in a recent, first-ever federal water 
shortage declaration. 

“When Colorado Springs and Aurora got their water right, the [Holy Cross] 
wilderness wasn’t there and wetlands at that time were something we were 
just filling in,” said Jerry Mallett, president of the local conservation group 
Colorado Headwaters. “Since then [wetlands] have become an extremely 
valuable resource because of what they can do for groundwater recharge, 
addressing climate change — all kinds of things.”

Then there’s the issue of Kentucky bluegrass, Colorado’s landscaping 
groundcover of choice. Kentucky gets more than 50 inches of rain a 
year compared to the Front Range average of 17, so why pump western 
Colorado’s high-elevation water through the Rockies for lawns?

Colorado photographer and conservationist John Fielder, who says he’s 
been just about everywhere within the nearly 123,000-acre Holy Cross 
Wilderness Area, wants people to just look at his images of the fen wetlands 
along Homestake Creek, and then ask themselves these questions:

“Is anything more sublime and fertile and life-giving than a 10,000-or-
more-year-old fen wetland? You can’t “mitigate” the loss of ancient wetlands 
by creating a manmade wet place somewhere else. No more water to the 
Front Range.”
 
David O. Williams is a contributor to Writers on the Range, writersontherange.
org, a nonprofit dedicated to spurring lively conversation about the West. He is a 
freelance writer and journalist, realvail.com, who lives near Vail, Colorado.

It’s time to stop shipping water across the Rockies

If two towns in Colorado were allowed to build a new reservoir to meet their increasing water needs it would damage fragile wetlands like the Homestake Creek wetlands. PHOTO BY JOHN FIELDER 
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BY TODD WILKINSON
EBS ENVIRONMENTAL COLUMNIST

I can’t help it. Whenever I’m driving down 
Gallatin Canyon on U.S. Highway 191 
between Bozeman and Big Sky, I try to 
forget the stress that comes with navigating 
this over-traveled road. I try to mentally 
blot out what our manic desire to possess 
nature has done and is doing to the spirit of 
Montana and the Gallatin River.

What I do is let my thoughts drift into the message conveyed by Rod 
Crossman’s paintings. Crossman is considered one of the finest “sporting 
artists” in America and he’s placed in the category only because he is 
so impactful in communicating the spirit of angling rivers and wing-
shooting field scenes.

I think of Crossman because I became familiar with his work back when 
I was in my 20s, a long time ago, and we each professed our love for the 
rivers of Greater Yellowstone.

To appreciate Crossman’s magic, think about your greatest fishing 
memory, the one that like a fine Scotch whisky only gets better with age. 

You know the one I am talking about; it hovers in your mind as an 
eternal perfect day. No sound attached, only a certain quality of light. 
You know you can’t physically reinhabit it because the essence is fleeting, 
though it’s precisely the vision’s elusiveness that makes you want to reach 
out and touch it even more. 

Such a memory certainly doesn’t include the crowds of today and there 
is no whiff of worry that somehow the dramatic growth in the area will 
cause leaky septic systems or that a water treatment plant will grow 
beyond capacity and spill effluent into the Gallatin making the river a 
sacrifice to the gods of growth.

It’s been said that in a Crossman painting the viewer’s eye can see into 
the sweet hereafter and back. To the artist, rivers are holy.

“My painting style is about capturing the moment just before or just after 
an experience that changed me in some profound way,” Crossman says, 
“the emotion and memory of that time. It may have been something that 
opened my eyes to a thing I’d never noticed or filled me 
with awe or woke me to a different kind of reality.” 

Like visitations in dreams from people in our past, 
Crossman believes the spiritual presence of shared 
places and moments continues in nature. 

“As humans, we all share similar emotions and some 
experiences,” he says. “Persistent memories keep  
coming back when our senses are touched by something 
familiar. It might be a smell, a color, a reflection in the 
water, the sound of the wind in the trees. In my work 
I’m trying to evoke those things. I think that’s why  
in some ways what I’m seeking is a dreamlike or 
ethereal quality.”

In describing where he finds inspiration for the 
aesthetic effects of his work, he told me: “One… I am a 
wade fisherman. When I’m at least waist deep or more 
in the water, there is a sense of weightlessness. When 
the laws of gravity don’t apply any longer it’s easier to 
believe in something impossible happening. Hope or 

hopefulness needs that kind of belief. I guess wading helps me see more 
clearly and feel more completely a part of the stream too.”

Crossman alludes reverentially to the scale of nature and the balming 
therapeutic impact going afield has—of how it has been a wellspring  
for euphoria and a cathartic refuge for shedding grief after he’s lost  
loved ones.  

“Rivers, streams and the creatures that live in them induce such a sense 
of wonder and awe within me,” he says. “When we experience awe and 
wonder it makes everything else around us bigger and ourselves smaller. 
For me, this is a way to help overcome the cynicism, doubt and fear that 
so easily creeps into our everyday lives.”

Why does protecting nature matter? Crossman says those who only see 
rivers as commodities or mere window dressing need to wake up.

“I believe the invisible things of this world are the eternal and that the 
visible things are temporary. The selfless things we do for others is how 
to make the world a better place,” Crossman says, noting that advocating 
for the protection of nature is part of that. “I’m not holding myself up 
as great example of that. In fact, for most of my life I think I’ve been a 
selfish person. But over the years I’ve wanted more and more to invest my 
life more in those kinds of eternal things.”

Crossman hopes his paintings will cause some to put down the rifle rod 
or real estate listings for a moment and become more appreciative of 
what produces exceptional habitat for other creatures to survive.  

“If we could see the others’ story, if we could see the invisible, it could 
make the world a better place,” he explains. “This is part of the reason 
why the world needs art. It helps us see, it opens us to the unseen and 
eternal parts of ourselves and others. It helps navigate the endless 
mysteries. I love what one of my favorite writers Richard Rohr says 
about mystery: ‘A mystery isn’t something we can’t know; it’s something 
endlessly knowable.’”

Todd Wilkinson is the founder of Bozeman-based Mountain Journal and is 
a correspondent for National Geographic. He authored the book “Grizzlies 
of Pilgrim Creek,” featuring photography by Thomas D. Mangelsen, about 
famous Jackson Hole grizzly bear 399. Wilkinson’s cover story on renowned 
actress Glenn Close appears in the summer 2021 edition of Mountain  
Outlaw magazine.

ENVIRONMENT & OUTDOORS

Crossman transports us into 
the light of appreciating a river

Artist Rod Crossman is considered one of the finest “sporting artists” in the country. Visit rodcrossman.com to 
see more of his art. IMAGE COURTESY OF ROD CROSSMAN 
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BY MIRA BRODY

BIG SKY – Gibbous is the word to describe the phases in a moon cycle 
during which the moon is transitioning between being full and new. It is 
also the name of the new kinetic art sculpture that will soon replace the 
current sculpture, Menhir, in the roundabout on Town Center Avenue. 

While Menhir, donated and created by Bozeman artist Zak Zakovi, will be 
removed the week of Sept. 20, the stone and steel piece the community has 
come to love in the Town Center roundabout is not disappearing entirely—
it’ll soon after find a new home as the first piece in Big Sky’s new  
Sculpture Trail.

The trail will take off from Wilson Plaza and head south toward the Ousel 
Falls trailhead, creating a connection between those two community spaces. 
Along the trail there will be a series of sculptures that will increase over the 
years. The Arts Council’s education and outreach director, Megan Buecking, 
calls it, “A place to grow our public art collection.”

Once it takes shape, the Sculpture Trail will be part of a future partnership 
between the Big Sky Community Organization and the Arts Council of 
Big Sky as well as Big Sky Town Center, to bring more public art to Town 
Center and the area’s trails.

Menhir was installed at the roundabout in 2008 and over the years, 
Buecking says, the community has come to recognize and appreciate the 
roundabout’s impressive, 13-foot high feature, even as Town Center has 
grown around it. She hopes in its new trailside location, admirers can get 
more intimate with the piece and appreciate its intricacies for years to come.

“Having public art that’s accessible really helps people feel that they have 
a sense of place, and that they are a part of it,” Buecking said. “When it’s 
accessible, they can be interacting with it in a more meaningful way than 
just driving by really quick and just glancing at it.”

BSCO’s Parks and Trails Director, Adam Johnson, says although the 
trail is still in the preliminary stages of planning and dependent on area 
development, that they look forward to working with the Arts Council to 
see what other sculptures can be added along the trail.

While the Sculpture Trail takes shape, the Arts Council is turning its efforts 
toward getting Gibbous installed in early October. Gibbous artist Pedro 
de Movellan, who is an innovative contemporary sculptor based on the 
East Coast, has been working with the Arts Council to design his piece, 
which will move with the breeze and frame Lone Mountain in its circular 
features. In fall of 2019, de Movellan came out to view the space where the 
installation will go, and will return for its unveiling on Oct. 9.

Two months ago, the Arts Council launched a campaign to raise $250,000 
for the installation of Gibbous, and as of Sept. 13, the campaign is nearly 
complete. All of the funds raised to date are from private donations, 
according to the Arts Council’s development director, Katie Alvin. 

Individual donors have contributed 85 percent of the total so far with the 
remaining 15 percent coming from businesses including Lone Mountain 
Land Company, On Site Management and Locati Architects.

Arts Council board member and chair-elect Trux Emerson and his wife, 
Durbin, spearheaded the arrival of Gibbous and have been leaders in its 
fundraising campaign. De Movellan is also a great addition to the Arts 
Council’s other public arts pieces, a program Buecking says, is integral to the 
identity of Big Sky.

“It’s totally free and just a part of your daily life—you don’t have to make a 
plan to enjoy it, it can just be a part of your day like when you go get coffee 
or something,” Buecking said. “Especially with some of the artists we have, 
these are museum-quality artists.”

As for the new Sculpture Trail, the Arts Council is looking to involve the 
community in how it takes shape, including a community vote, calls for 
art, art education programs and residencies where artists come to Big Sky 
to create new works on site. They are also always looking for community 
members with a passion for public art to join the Public Art Committee.
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New art piece to grace Town Center roundabout
Arts Council  imagines ‘Sculpture Trail’

The Menhir sculpture that has resided in the Town Center roundabout since about 2008, 
and will soon move to the new sculpture trail. PHOTO BY MIRA BRODY

A mock up of how Gibbous, a kinetic sculpture by Pedro de Movellan, will appear once 
installed in its new location in the Town Center roundabout. PHOTO COURTESY OF THE ARTS 
COUNCIL OF BIG SKY
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TBD BEAVER CREEK WEST LOTS 23 & 24
GALLATIN CANYON

40± ACRES  |  FORESTED LAND  |  $1,950,000
DON PILOTTE 406.580.0155

21 SITTING BULL ROAD, UNIT #1313
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WARREN MILLER PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

BIG SKY – Long known for its innovative winter season, which brings 
world-class performances to Big Sky from late December through March 
each year, the Warren Miller Performing Arts Center is expanding its 
offerings into the fall off-season, after a wildly successful initial run in 
2019. The center announced its three-show fall season this week, which 
heavily features family programming.

“Our center is designed to serve the local Big Sky community, and that’s 
never more apparent than during the fall season,” said John Zirkle, 
executive director of WMPAC. “We know that it’s a quiet time of year, 
and we want to provide weekend entertainment options for families while 
we wait for ski season to start.”

This year, the fall season is made up of three performances. The first, on 
Saturday, Oct. 9, is The Joshua Show, the brainchild of master puppeteer 
Joshua Holden and his musical partner, Jeb Colwell. The performance 
features a down-in-the-dumps sock puppet named Mr. Nichols, who 
needs some cheering up and motivation from an array of whimsical 
friends. Joshua Holden has been described as “a modern-day Mr. Rogers 
with hipster appeal,” and the show is uplifting and entertaining for young 
children and parents alike.

The next show in the lineup is the Venezuelan singer Nella, who took 
home the Best New Artist award at the 2019 Latin Grammys. On 
Saturday, Oct. 23, she performs on the WMPAC stage. Her music is 
rooted in the minimalist traditions of Venezuelan folk, but incorporates 
modern sounds and inspiration. Her voice is show-stopping and smoky.

“Nella radiates stage presence,” said Zirkle. “She sings in Spanish, but 
even if you don’t understand a word of Spanish, her music is undeniable 
and compelling.”

Magician and illusionist Arthur Trace rounds out the WMPAC fall 
season, with a performance on Saturday, Nov. 6. Billed as the Artful 

Deceiver, Arthur Trace wows audiences with incredible sleight of hand. 
He has appeared on TV’s Masters of Illusion and Penn and Teller: Fool 
Us. More than simply deft with shell game tricks, Trace was described by 
The Chicago Tribune as “one of magic’s bona fide superstars,” and has 
performed in seven countries, in addition to all over the U.S.

The lineup of fall programming also complements the center’s 
community offerings, which will see classes and workshops on the stage 
four nights a week. These will include community theater, dance classes 
with Jennifer Waters, improv classes with comedy veteran Michelle 
Borden and community theater.

For tickets and more information, visit warrenmillerpac.org.

WMPAC announces 2021 fall season lineup

Venezuelan singer Nella will grace the stage of WMPAC for their fall season. PHOTO COURTESY OF THE WARREN MILLER PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

OPEN DAILY 10AM - 6PM “MONTHLY DISCOUNTS”
COME IN FOR DISCOUNTS

99 Town Center Ave. Unit A7
406.995.4705



CLASSIFIEDS
NOW HIRING
Experienced Siders, Framers, Trim Carpenters, Laborer and 
Job Supervisor Wanted for a Big Sky custom home builder. 
F/T position with benefit pkg.

Seasonal employment also available. Wage D.O.E. Vehicle, References, and a back-ground 
check required. Please email resume to: brian@bigskybuild.cm

NOW HIRING
CARPENTERS NEEDED!
Laborer, Apprentice, Journeyman & Lead Carpenters 
who know their trade, yet still like to learn & teach others. 
Medical 100%, Dental, Commute $Pay, PTO, 401k, Tool 

Loans, FUN Company Events and an awesome Team Culture await you! Limited Employee 
Housing may be available.  

Send your resume to hr@blueribbonbuilders.com or fill out an application and Tool Checklist 
at https://blueribbonbuilders.com/employment/

NOW HIRING
RMR seeking experienced construction laborers  
and carpenters to work in Big Sky.   
Resumes to lou@rmrgroup.net

NOW HIRING
Seeking a highly motivated person to join our Wastewater 
Treatment Operations staff at the Big Sky County Water & 
Sewer District in Big Sky, MT. The successful applicant will 

work in the existing treatment facility but will operate the new Water Resources Recovery 
Facility currently under construction. 

Full-time career opportunity with excellent benefits including full medical and dental 
coverage, paid vacation and sick leave, participation in Montana Public Employee Retirement 
System, and a work vehicle. Wage: $60,000 to $80,000/year depending on experience and 
qualifications. A full job description can be viewed at bigskywatersewer.com/jobs/. Submit a 
cover letter and resume to wsd363jobs@gmail.com. Equal Opportunity Employer.

UNDER CONTRACT
Ece Walkup 

sales@bigskyprintandship
(406) 995-7884

Andrew Robin
peakcreativedesign@gmail.com

(406) 581-4997

PEAK CREATIVE

LOCATED AT 235 SNOWY MOUNTAIN CIRCLE 

Graphic Design

B+W & Color Copies

Business Cards

Envelopes

Rack Cards

Brochures

Post Cards

Laminating

Posters

Menus

Bulk Mailing

and MORE!

Whatever you set your mind to. We do it all!

We pack. We print. We get ship done.
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BIG SKY EVENTS CALENDAR
Friday, Sept. 24 – Thursday, Oct. 7

If your event falls between Oct. 8 and Oct. 21, please submit it by Sept. 29 by emailing media@outlaw.partners

DO YOU THINK YOU MIGHT HAVE A DRINKING PROBLEM?
Contact A.A. - We’re alcoholics helping other alcoholics stay sober. 

 Call 1-833-800-8553 to talk to an A.A. member or Get the Meeting Guide app or  
Go to aa-montana.org for virtual and face-to-face meeting times and locations

Friday, Sept. 24
Friday Afternoon Club: Mathias
Blue Buddha Sushi Lounge patio, 6 p.m.

Film: TGR’s Stoke the Fire
Emerson Center for the Arts, 6 p.m.

Live music: Brian Stumpf
Tips Up, 9 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 25
Bike Your Park Bozeman
Gallatin County Regional Park, 9 a.m.

DREAM Buddy Walk
Gallatin County Regional Park, 9 a.m.

Film: TGR’s Stoke the Fire
Emerson Center for the Arts, 6 p.m.

Sunday, Sept. 26
Morningstar’s 15th Birthday Bash
Town Center Plaza, 4 p.m.

Monday, Sept. 27
Montana Conservation Voters Education Fund tour
MAP Brewing, 5 p.m.

Motherless Daughters Meet Up
Bozeman Public Library Labyrinth, 6 p.m.

Virtual Book Club
Country Bookshelf Facebook, 6 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 28
Riverside Meet & Greet with Michelle Vered
4500 Gallatin Road, 5 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 29
Big Sky Fall Market
Town Center Plaza, 5 p.m.

The Basics of the Fall cleanse
Santosha Wellness Center, 7 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 30
Big Sky Serenity Seekers Al-Anon meeting
All Saints Chapel at 4 p.m.

Big Sky Thursday Night Ride
Grizzly Outfitters, 5 p.m.

Live music: AFROMAN with FilthyFamily
El Camino Bar, 6:30 p.m.

Live music: Zander Chovanes
Tips Up, 9 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 1
Big Sky Community Cleanup & Recycling Day
Softball Pavillion, 3 p.m.

Live Music: Ryan Acker
Tips Up, 9 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 3
Live Music: Dead Sky
Bozeman Hot Springs

Tuesday, Oct. 5
American Legion BINGO
Riverhouse BBQ & Events, 5:30 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 7
Big Sky Serenity Seekers Al-Anon meeting
All Saints Chapel at 4 p.m.

Networking in Nature with Prospera
Sourdough Trail, 4 p.m.

Featured event:  
TGR’s Stoke the Fire
Emerson Center for the Arts and Culture
Friday, Sept. 24 & Saturday, Sept. 25
Ready for snow? Teton Gravity Research is binging it early to the Emerson  
Center for the Arts and Culture for the Stoke the Fire kickoff party. TGR’s newest 
feature length ski and snowboard film will be shown at both early and late shows  
on Friday and Saturday, offering a family-friendly event as well as a “rowdy” late  
night show. As always, there will be athlete appearances and prize giveaways from 
Sierra Nevada, YETI, The North Face, Atomic and Volkl.
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Providing exceptional service to buyers and sellers of Big Sky properties for 25 years.  

Let me be your community connection.
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STACY OSSORIO 

Broker, Private Office Advisor
406-539-8553

stacyossorio.evrealestate.com
stacy.ossorio@evrealestate.com

TRUST EXPERIENCE

2350 Two Gun White Calf Road | Big Sky, MT
Sweetgrass Hills | Lone Mountain Views 

 +/- 1 Acre
3 Bedrooms | 3.5 Bathrooms | +/- 3,512 sqft 

$2,599,000 | MLS# 357928 

2100 North Fork Road | Big Sky, MT
5-Structure Private Compound | +/- 9,000 sqft on 

+/- 20 Acres
Main House | Guest House | Caretakers Quarters 

50-Car +/- 12,000 sqft Garage To House Your Toys! 
$12,000,000 | MLS# 355935 

25 Crail Ranch Unit #25 | Big Sky, MT
Prime Location  | Meadow Village 

3 Bedrooms | 2.5 Bathrooms | +/- 2,742 sqft 
$1,775,000 | MLS# 360177 

B I G  S K Y ’ S

T E X T I L E  C L E A N I N G 
S P E C I A L I S T

I ICRC CERTIFIED FIRM

4 0 6 . 9 9 5 . 2 8 1 1

Carpet Cleaning • Soil & Stain Protectants • Spot Cleaning
Upholstery Cleaning • Leather Cleaning

Fine Area Rug Cleaning • Tile & Grout Cleaning
Hardwood Floor Cleaning & Conditioning • Odor Removal

S I N C E  1 9 8 8
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BY MIRA BRODY

BIG SKY – Six years ago, Bozeman Health Big 
Sky Medical Center opened its doors to the Big 
Sky community, offering expert care to full- and 
part-time residents as well as visitors to Big Sky. 

The hospital offers 24/7 emergency medical care, 
runs a medical inpatient unit, diagnostic imaging 
center, laboratory services and a retail pharmacy. 
The primary care clinic offers both family 
medicine and behavioral  
health services.

Taylor Rose, director of clinical services and 
operations at BSMC, has not only been at the 
hospital’s helm navigating the COVID-19 
pandemic, but also adapting services to the 
exponential growth in the area. EBS spoke with 
Rose about his work in the community, and what 
brought him here in the first place.

The following answers have been edited 
for brevity.

Explore Big Sky: First, tell me a little about 
yourself, how did you end up in Big Sky?
Taylor Rose: As an avid fly fisherman and outdoorsman, I had been looking for a place 
to raise my family. I was looking for a location that had good schools and access to 
outdoor activities located in the intermountain West. As a hospital administrator by 
profession, I had hoped to find a small hospital that I could be part of and be part of the 
community. When I first visited Big Sky, I immediately noticed the feel of the town and 
how it reminded me of Park City 20 years ago. Growing up in Salt Lake, I spent many 
summers in Park City and I absolutely love the culture of mountain towns. Big Sky fit 
the bill for everything I was looking for as a place to raise my family, so we made the 
leap and moved to Big Sky in March 2020. 

EBS: What is your role with BSMC and how did you f irst become involved?
T.R.: Bozeman Health recruited me away from my role as the administrator of a 56-bed 
hospital in the Puget Sound region of Washington. After living in the Pacific Northwest 
for years and missing the wide-open spaces and uncrowded nature of the intermountain 
West, when the opportunity to run the hospital in Big Sky presented itself, I jumped at 
the opportunity. I serve as the director of operations and clinical services.

EBS: Can you give me a little background on how the hospital in Big Sky came to be?
T.R.: Bozeman Health opened the first pharmacy in Big Sky in 2004. Soon after that 
in 2005, Bozeman Health purchased the land where the hospital now sits. In 2013 the 
Big Sky community came together and discussed the options for bringing a hospital to 
Big Sky. Bozeman Health came forward with a proposal and a plan that supported the 
community and would be able to grow with the town and demand. In December 2015 
Big Sky Medical Center opened its doors with 24/7 emergency department, primary 
care, lab, imaging, and pharmacy services. We have an amazing care team, and together 

with great support from our local community, it’s 
been a joy to see the medical center grow over 
these past nearly six years.

EBS: Why do you believe it is in integral resource  
for those in Big Sky? How has it met need in the area 
so far?
T.R.: Having a hospital located in Big Sky is a 
game changer for the community and an important 
aspect for those looking to bring their families 
and live here. Having access to the services we 
offer locally versus having to drive an hour or 
more to get those basic healthcare needs met helps 
locals feel more confident in making the move to 
establish their lives in Big Sky. There are also the 
obvious advantages of having the hospital here 
locally when there are medical emergencies in the 
Big Sky and West Yellowstone areas. I can say 
without a doubt that having a hospital in Big Sky 
has saved many lives by getting people care faster, 
closer to home. 

EBS: Do these needs and the way BSMC meets them 
change as the community grows?
T.R.: Since our opening in 2015, Big Sky Medical 
Center has added extended clinic hours (later 
appointments and Saturday availability), behavioral 

health services, ultrasound imaging, doubled our inpatient bed capacity, and increased 
the acuity of patients we are able to treat and care for in our hospital. Much of this has 
been made possible by a generous local donor community.

As we look to the future we see a lot of opportunity to continue to meet the needs of 
the community. We are currently underway to bring skilled nursing facility services to 
Big Sky in the form of a swing bed program. This service will allow us to have patients 
who need longer term care after being discharged from any hospital in Montana, to 
receive that care locally in Big Sky. We are also working to increase our resources and 
be able to keep more patients in our inpatient medical unit that are treated in the 
emergency department and need a hospital admission. We hope to be able to keep more 
inpatient admissions. 

EBS: What are some notable ways BSMC has partnered with the community during 
COVID-19?
T.R.: Big Sky Medical Center has been a partner with the community since the 
beginning. With the support and donations of our generous community, we were able 
to build out four additional inpatient rooms to address the needs of a surge of patients 
needing care. We partnered with the Big Sky Relief organization to provide nursing 
and contact tracing for the surveillance testing program. We have administered all of 
the COVID-19 vaccinations for Gallatin County in Big Sky. We have brought in three 
behavioral health providers with weekly clinic days in Big Sky to help address mental 
health needs. We are also the only local COVID-19 testing site and offer testing seven 
days a week through our drive-thru testing process.

EBS: Is there anything else that we should know about BSMC?
T.R.: Big Sky Medical Center is proud to be a part of the Big Sky community. The care 
team at BSMC takes great pride in the care they provide. I have never worked with such 
a wonderful team who cares so deeply for their patients. Big Sky is lucky to have the 
doctors, nurses, ancillary service staff, and support staff here to care for them. All of our 
staff have come together during the COVID-19 pandemic and faced the challenge head 
on with a great attitude. We are truly grateful for their dedication and service. 

EBS: What is the best advice or a quote that helps you through your daily work?
T.R.: I do like the saying, “One day at a time” as I continue in my new role and as we all 
persevere through the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

Making it in Big Sky: Bozeman Health Big Sky Medical Center

I can say without a doubt that having a hospital  
in Big Sky has saved many lives by getting people  

care faster, closer to home.

– Taylor Rose, director of clinical services and operations, 
Big Sky Medical Center

”
“

The Big Sky Chamber of Commerce is a 501 (c)(6) nonprofit, membership organization
(Est. 1986)

As the VOICE of Business, the Big Sky Chamber CHAMPIONS a healthy 
economy and works collaboratively to CONVENE community stakeholders 

as a CATALYST to improve the overall quality of life in the region.

406.995.3606 | BIGSKYCHAMBER.COM

ANNA@BIGSKYCHAMBER.COM

Join Today!
MAKING IT IN BIG SKY IS BROUGHT 
TO YOU BY THE BIG SKY CHAMBER

OUR COMMUNITY. OUR BUSINESS. 

Taylor Rose is the director of clinical services & operations at Big Sky 
Medical Center. PHOTO BY GABRIELLE GASSER
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Amuse-bouche refers to an appetizer, and by French translation 
means, “to entertain the mouth.” It offers a glimpse into what you 
should expect from a meal. Also it’s free, compliments of the chef.

AMUSE-BOUCHE

Open 6:30am to 8pm  •  406.995.4636

• Located in the Meadow Village Center  
next to Lone Peak Brewery

• Delivery Service
• Pre-arrival Fridge & Cupboard stocking

www.countrymarketofbigsky.com

DON PILOTTE, BROKER  |  406.580.0155  |  RANCHMT.COM

©2021 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. 

BEAVER CREEK WEST
Big Sky

40± acres. Forested land directly 
adjacent to National Forest land! 
Incredible views once the home 
site is established. A feeling 
of remoteness but within 15 
minutes of Big Sky Town Center. 
Gentle slopping forested hillside 
with several building sites. $1,750,000  |  #349480

ZY BROWN RANCH RD
Big Sandy

25,000± acre ranch near Big 
Sandy, MT.  18,124± acres deeded 
and over 8,000± acres BLM and 
State lease the ranch is a 650 
cow calf pair and had 5,000± 
tillable acres plus a 30+ year 
outfitting history for trophy mule 
deer and big horn sheep hunts.$17,450,000  |  #360321

BY SCOTT MECHURA
EBS FOOD COLUMNIST

Strawberries aren’t actually berries.
The common strawberry we find in the grocery store 
today is actually a cross between a variety from Chile 
and another variety from the eastern U.S. While berries 
are flesh grown from the ovary of a plant, strawberry 
flesh is a growth from the receptacle outside the ovary, 
and the little seeds you see on the exterior of the fruit 
are the actual ovaries.

Oh, how times change.
There is a crustacean and mollusk we regard as so decadent that they often find 
themselves on special menus to ring in the new year, but were once regarded as 
trash. I’m talking about the lobster and the oyster. 

Both were so plentiful that European settlers threw them back when caught in 
nets and Native Americans used them for fertilizer because both peoples found the 
flavor of them deplorable.

The Italian job.
If someone asked you what the most stolen food in the world was, you might guess 
something like beef or perhaps caviar, but I bet you wouldn’t guess cheese.

Cheese is both expensive and easy to steal. So much was stolen from the U.S. last 
year that the stolen good equaled the weight of 127,000 cars. Some cheese heists are 
incredibly organized, like in 2017 when a group of 10 Italian men organized a theft, 
with help from the inside, of over $110,000 in Italian parmesan.  

Eating healthy will cost you.
Anyone who knows me knows I could write a book on this topic and  
probably should. 

Aside from something I recently wrote about called the “bliss point,” most people 
purchase processed, or what we call “junk food” because not only is it relatively 
inexpensive, but it can be significantly less expensive than fruits, vegetables, fish  
and meats. 

Do a comparison the next time you are pushing your cart up and down the aisles 
and you’ll see just how inexpensive, and how many coupons you can find for 
processed foods. 

What’s perfect for some may not be for others.
Honey is one of the planets most perfect foods. If handled properly, it can last over 
5000 years, beating out even a Twinkie as one of the most shelf-stable edibles.

Honey, particularly raw honey, has spores in it that can cause the botulism bacteria 
to produce. All of the good bacteria in a baby’s digestive tract aren’t fully grown yet, 
and while our adult digestive systems can easily thwart off these spores, a baby’s 
cannot. This can lead to lack of muscle control, particularly respiratory muscles and 
can be quite serious in some cases. 

So, although it is good to get your kids to embrace honey rather than processed 
sugar, be sure not to do so too young!

What a beautiful hue that chicken is.
Grocery store expiration dates are a huge area of uncertainty, in that they aren’t 
always accurate. Although sometimes this is for nefarious reasons, it is also because 
our state and federal regulations aren’t always in sync or consistent. 

In addition to confusion or grey area with regards to expiration dates, one occasional 
practice is to add the smallest amount of food coloring to foods, particularly 
proteins, to “maintain” a proper healthy color. 

This does not mean someone is rubbing red or pink food coloring on the outside 
of a steak, but it does mean that when beef, pork or chicken is diced or ground, it is 
possible that there may be a tiny amount of food coloring mixed in for aesthetic.
My advice, particularly with chicken, is to adhere to the expiration dates and not 
push your luck.

Food and eating is a complex thing, but being armed with knowledge is always your 
best defense. 

Scott Mechura has spent a life in the hospitality industry. He is an executive chef,  former 
certif ied beer judge and currently the multi-concept culinary director for a Bozeman based 
restaurant group.

Foods that aren’t always 
what they seem
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American Life in Poetry
BY KWAME DAWES

Jehanne Dubrow’s finely crafted sonnet, her own “simple machine,” 
reminds us so well of that moment, full of contradictory emotions, when 
the things we think are “unfailing”, fail us. She reflects on the fear of 
having to put aside an old, cherished thing to acquire what she calls “clean 
and bright” things. In the end, time wins. The poem is from a collection of 
sonnets recently published in her book, Simple Machine: Sonnets.

[“Sometimes we wonder what 
unfailing means…”]
BY JEHANNE DUBROW

Sometimes we wonder what unfailing means
when nothing’s warrantied to last. Our car
breaks down among the clay-red hills, ravines
unmarked. Nowhere, New Mexico. We’re far
from cities that we know. It takes three days
to tow our brokenness across the state,
driving half-speed and braking for delays,
the detours up ahead. I navigate.
You drive. I tell you, I want clean and bright,
to trade in clattering and rubberneck
for speed or just fidelity. The light
is leaking from the sky, our trip a wreck.
You say, repairing engines is an art—
all of these small devices split apart.

FUN

“If we learn nothing else from 
this tragedy, we learn that life 
is short and there is no time  
for hate.”

—Sandy Dahl, wife of Flight 93 
pilot Jason Dahl, in Shanksville, 
Pennsylvania, in 2002

BIG SKY 

BEATS
Elvis Presley’s historic 
performance on the  
Ed Sullivan Show

BY MIRA BRODY

On Sept. 9, 1956, Elvis Presley teamed up with the Ed Sullivan Show, 
which signed the King of Pop onto an unprecedented $50,000 contract for 
three appearances. Sixty million viewers tuned in that night (82.6 percent of 
TV viewers at the time), causing 
the show’s ratings to skyrocket. 
Presley, 21 at the time, performed 
“Don’t Be Cruel,” Little Richard’s 
“Ready Teddy” and “Hound 
Dog.” He also sang “Love Me 
Tender,” from his movie of the 
same name, which he was filming 
at the time. Variety reported that 
it was potentially the first time an 
album had sold out before it was 
even released.

Corner 
Quote
Corner 
Quote
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BY JESSIANNE CASTLE

The percussion of barking dogs rang across the landscape, echoing off the rock 
outcropping ahead. I could hear their distinct voices, Bay’s throaty bellow and 
Rooster’s sing-song howl. My husband, Ryan, was already up there and I didn’t 
want to miss those first moments at the tree. I sprinted uphill, cursing the head 
cold wreaking havoc on my nose and chest, slowing me down.

A few steps farther and I heard the crack of branches and a cacophony of barks. 
The cat jumped, I thought, scurrying faster. But then I stopped, the barks getting 
closer all on their own.

That’s when I saw her. 

The mountain lion dove down the hillside above me and I realized I stood 
directly in her path. My feet froze, my heart pounded, as boundless eyes and 
tawny fur rushed toward me. I watched her fly, hardly touching the snow-covered 
ground. She was coming so fast, all I could do was watch. In the last moment, I 
remembered to step aside as she barreled past. I’m sure I could have touched her 
had I reached out a hand.

Seconds later, the dogs came bellowing behind with Ryan quick on their heels. 

“She jumped,” he said, and together we skirted down the hill to find her again 
treed by the dogs.

Ryan made quick time loading his gun with a carbon dioxide cartridge and 
biopsy dart. He brought it to his shoulder and aimed steady on her hip. With a 
loud punch, the dart shot some 30 yards up into the lodgepole pine; it found its 
target in the muscle and quickly fell to the ground. The lion didn’t even move.

We scrambled to the base of the tree and found the orange dart settled in the 
snow, a tiny sample of muscle tissue and hair safely trapped inside.

This pursuit was part of a follow-up study near Phillipsburg, Montana, 
conducted last winter by biologists for Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks. 
Wildlife managers were interested in further understanding mountain lion 
behavior and population estimates in Granite County, and Ryan was one of five 
houndsmen hand-picked for the job.

Assigned to a specific area each day of the study, the handlers were tasked with 
tracking mountain lions and collecting tissue samples for later DNA analysis, or 
aiding biologists with radio collaring.
_________

Lions are like secrets—seldom are they seen or heard. They are stealthy, hiding 
amid trees and tucked into dark corners of rocky cliffs. 

Unlike elk or wolves, they’re exceedingly difficult to spot from the air, and seeking 
a lion without dogs could turn into hundreds of miles on the trail as dispersing 
males—young adults leaving their mother’s territory—have been known to travel 
as far as 500 miles in search of a new territory. 

For these reasons, many researchers looking to better 
understand the mountain lion work closely with 
houndsmen and houndswomen. 

Dan Stahler is a wildlife biologist in Yellowstone 
National Park who oversees the park’s wolf, elk and 
cougar projects. He has managed the cougar program 
since 2014 and wants to know how many cats there 
are in the park’s northern region, what they eat, and 
how they’re responding to wolves and changing  
elk numbers.

Using cutting-edge GPS technology, the cougar team 
is learning about the energetics of mountain lions and 
wolves with iridium accelerometer GPS collars. These 
units are used to detect kill sites and record habitat 
use, and also identify behaviors like resting, traveling, 
hunting and feeding. 

The collar measures the animal’s body position along 
its three main body axes—vertical, horizontal, and 
forward and back. This activity data can be compared 
with results from captive cougar studies to measure 
caloric expenditures, allowing biologists to study the 
energetic costs of being a wild carnivore.

“If we have baseline information on their basic 
energetic requirements, we can monitor that and 
see how they respond to broad spectrum changes in 
environment, climate or human impacts,” Stahler said. 

In addition to predicting an individual’s response to 
change, GPS collaring and DNA sampling is allowing 
Greater Yellowstone biologists to place family groups 
on the map and understand how they disperse, better 
predict what wildlife corridors need to be conserved, 
and count how many cougars are on the landscape.

As an alternative to dogs, biologists can also capture 
lions with snares or box traps, but Stahler said he still 
prefers hounds. “I’ve found it’s a very safe, effective 

For Explore Big Sky, the Back 40 is a resource: a place where we can delve into 
subjects and ask experts to share their knowledge. Here, we highlight stories from 
our flagship sister publication Mountain Outlaw magazine.

Noun: wild or rough terrain adjacent to a developed area   Origin: shortened form of “back 40 acres”

BACK 40

Chasing Secrets
Montana leads the way in using hounds for cougar conservation

Yellowstone National Park biologist Dan Stahler assesses the teeth of a tranquilized lion that was captured using dogs. 
Teeth measurements can be used to help with aging estimates.  PHOTO COURTESY OF DAN STAHLER/NPS
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way to capture,” he said, adding that traps can catch the wrong animal—and 
with the high density of carnivores in Yellowstone, a trapped animal can 
quickly become a target.

“There is certainly some level of stress and energetic costs that a lion 
experiences during the chase from dogs and humans,” Stahler said. “This is the 
case for any animal that experiences potential threat from an encounter with a 
predator or competitor who disrupts normal activities and behaviors.”

Stahler added that the actual time a cougar is chased—from the time the 
hounds catch up to it to the time when it climbs a tree—is relatively short. 
And once treed, he said, the cats tend to resume normal breathing rates and 
take on a relaxed body posture.

“Tens of thousands of years of interacting with competitors like wolves has 
likely shaped this adaptive response from treed cats,” Stahler said. 

__________

This unique relationship between scientists and a dedicated user group is 
played out across North America, and the scientists, as well as the people 
running their dogs, describe the partnership as transformative. 

“I’ve always found that I learn a lot from the houndsmen. They have their pulse 
on what’s going on in the local environment,” Stahler said. “I really enjoy that 
relationship with these salt-of-the-earth people who are also passionate about 
wildlife. We all have the same end goal. That is to live and recreate in a place 
where we can enjoy wildlife.”

Ryan has been trailing cats in Montana’s Gallatin and Paradise valleys for 
nearly six years, averaging between 20 and 30 treed mountain lions each year. In 
that time, he has harvested just one. “I do it for the dogs,” he said, adding that 
pursuing cougars is a small glimpse into the wild that few have the opportunity to 
see. “It’s the only way you can follow in the footsteps of a wild animal, a predator, 
and be a part of what it’s done.”

Dave Ausband, a carnivore specialist for 
Idaho Fish and Game, described the skill it 
takes to work with dogs, calling it a lifestyle 
rather than a hobby. He said biologists need 
the skill of a good hound handler.

“It’s not like snowmobiles and trucks. We 
don’t just have hounds sitting around the 
office that we use,” he said, adding that 
dogs can track this species that has evolved to be nearly scentless, even if there 
isn’t a physical paw print in the snow or mud. “Humans are going to have a hard 
time finding a lion hiding in the brush.”

Somewhat unique among state agencies, the large carnivore section of Wyoming 
Game and Fish is able to keep dog work in-house. Dan Thompson, the carnivore 
supervisor, is one of several biologists who answer to the houndsmen call.

Thompson grew up in Iowa, where he got an early exposure to running 
coonhounds in his youth. But it wasn’t until he came to Wyoming and was 
working on his Ph.D. that he first got a taste of chasing cats. His doctoral work 
looked at the ecology of cougars in the Black Hills of Wyoming and South 
Dakota, and hounds were a necessity.

“We’ve got a lot of things changing—increasing [lion] distribution across North 
America, and we’ve got an increase in the number of wolves. Any information on 
mountain lions can help us understand how to better manage them,” he said. “For 
their work and compassion, nobody does more for the mountain lion than the 
houndsmen. They want to see lions on the landscape.”

__________

A cat of many names, the mountain lion, cougar or puma is often recognized by 
biologists as a conservation success story in North America. After Puma concolor 
was nearly eradicated in the U.S. by a bounty system in the first half of the 

1900s, numbers are steadily increasing. In 
Montana alone, wildlife officials estimate 
there are between 5,000 and 6,000 lions 
roaming the hills and forests.

This conservation success is largely due 
to houndsmen, says Jim Williams, the 
FWP regional supervisor for northwest 
Montana and the author of the new book 
Path of the Puma. Williams has over 25 

years of experience working as a wildlife biologist, specializing in pumas—his 
preferred name for the cats—from Canada’s Yukon Territory to Tierra del Fuego 
in Argentina and Chile. 

Williams said houndsmen fought the bounty system and later advocated for 
mountain lions to receive game animal status, which put a season and regulations 
on their harvest and gave law enforcement the authority to prosecute poachers. 
“The houndsmen have been integral to the recovery of the mountain lion,” he 
said. “They live for their hounds and the mountain lions.”

The story doesn’t end when lion numbers increase, though. It carries on for 
perpetuity, and it is the management decisions that are made today that could 
influence the species’ trajectory in the future.

Jay Kolbe, an FWP biologist in White Sulphur Springs, 
Montana, is the main author of the state’s new mountain lion 
monitoring proposal, which is available for public review until 
January 11. 

This new plan would incorporate advanced modeling 
projections and annual mountain lion surveys in order to 
precisely predict the number of mountain lions in Montana. If 
approved, contracted houndsmen will conduct routine surveys in 
various areas of the state and collect muscle tissue samples with 
biopsy darts. This tissue sampling would be used to identify 
cougars using DNA, indicating travel patterns and ensuring 
they aren’t counted twice on census reports.

Montana is the first state to develop such a comprehensive 
monitoring strategy, Kolbe said, though he added that 
Washington state is developing something similar, and he hopes 
neighboring states will be inspired to adopt comparable plans.

“Before now, we had no effective and accurate method to 
estimate mountain lion population trends,” he said. “Wildlife  
is managed in trust by the state agencies. We have a 
responsibility to ensure that those species under that trust are 
managed sustainably.”

A version of this story was originally published in the Winter 2018 
edition of Mountain Outlaw magazine.
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  For their work and compassion, 
nobody does more for the mountain 

lion than the houndsmen. They want to 
see lions on the landscape. ”

“

Researchers believe cougars climb trees as an evolved response to being chased by wolves. Often, when pursued by 
hounds, a lion climbs a tree very quickly, sometimes minutes before the dogs appear. PHOTO BY RYAN CASTLE

Mountain lions are known for their elusive character, which has led many biologists to rely on 
houndsmen and their tracking hounds to study these apex predators. PHOTO BY RYAN CASTLE
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