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“By what you get, you make a living; what you 
give, however, makes a life.” – Arthur Ashe

In this special section, Explore Big Sky is honoring not-for-profit 
organizations in our region. The idea is to remind us to give, and that 
these charitable groups give their time, work and love to a cause they 
believe in.

This is the second Guide to Giving nonprofit issue. We made the first 
one last November to critical acclaim, and realized none of us can be 
reminded too frequently that we live not to take, but to give.

“We believe in the mission,” said Eleanor Barker, executive director 
for the nonprofit Children’s Museum of Bozeman. “And the reason 

there are so many nonprofits in the area is that there are so many 
worthy missions.”

EBS has included a number of these worthy vocations in the follow-
ing pages. Feel free to contact any of the nonprofit agencies here to 
volunteer your time or to donate. As part of our community, each of 
these charities needs our support.

“[Nonprofits] are a vital component to our community,” Barker said. 
“A conduit for community members to move the needle on issues 
that are important to them.”

Take your time perusing this nonprofit section. Then give your time 
to one of these stellar organizations. – Joseph T. O’Connor



Explore Big Skyexplorebigsky.com34  April 18 - May 1, 2014 NONPROFITS

There are hundreds of miles of trails to enjoy 
around Big Sky. You can get away from it all 
and still be close to the important stuff. Like 
prescription medication. Or over-the counter 
remedies for scraped knees or sunburns. Stop 
by the Bozeman Deaconess Pharmacy at Big 
Sky for all that and then some. We’re right 
here in the neighborhood. And easier to find 
than an ousel on the trail to Ousel Falls.

WHEN THE  TRAIL  TAKES AN UNEXPECTED TURN,

WE’VE  GOT THE  REL IEF  YOU’RE  LOOKING FOR.

Weekdays from 10 am–6 pm, April 21–July 1

(406) 993-9390
bozemandeaconess.org/pharmacy 
Meadow Village Center ::  36 Center Ln., Suite 2

S H E L LY  B E R M O N T

Unique, handmade jewelry

Extensive selection of  South Sea & Tahitian pearls

Exotic stones, raw diamonds, fine silver and 18-22 karat gold

Pr iva te  appointments  and t runk  shows ava i lab le .
she l l ybermont .com

B I G  S K Y,  M T  |  P A C I F I C  P A L I S A D E S ,  C A

p i c k  y o u r 
p e a r l s .

Big Sky Bird Rescue is a nonprofit organization (501 
(c)(3) application pending) dedicated to the rescue, 
refuge and rehabilitation of orphaned, sick or in-
jured wild birds for their eventual release back into 
their natural habitat. 

BSBR promotes responsibility and respect for living 
beings and the environment by building commu-
nity awareness, involvement and education. 

The organization specializes in songbird rescue, 
but also facilitates the placement of waterfowl and 
raptors in rehabilitation centers including Helena’s 
Flyaway Foundation and Bozeman’s Montana Rap-
tor Conservation Center, BSBR’s fiscal sponsor.

As BSBR awaits final approval from state and federal 
agencies for wildlife rehabilitation permits, the 
group is working with other organizations to ensure 
that all birds brought in receive proper care.

Most of the birds BSBR sees are brought in by con-
cerned community members who found the birds 
orphaned or displaced from their nests; injured by 
cars or windows; illegally shot; poisoned; or sick 
and unable to fly. 

Many “finders” unsuccessfully seek help for the 
bird through a number of avenues before reaching 
BSBR. Early identification and capture of an injured 
bird is critical to its successful rehabilitation. 

This rehabilitation process ranges from short-term 
refuge to involved medical procedures or surgery, 
followed by months of post-surgical rehab. The 
BSBR facility provides 24-hour, hands-on care, 

which Executive Director Mava Hurd believes is the 
reason for the organization’s above average, success-
ful release rate of more than 60 percent.

This spring, BSBR will launch an awareness cam-
paign about how to find help for injured birds.

Big Sky Bird Rescue is supported by George and Kym 
Rapier. BSBR needs public financial support as well as 
many items including game meat, towels and sheets. 
To donate or volunteer to help with bird care, or if you 
find a bird in need of help, call (406) 993-9303 or 
(908) 247-1477. Visit bigskybirdrescue.com for more 
information.

Big Sky Bird Rescue 

Sennents: Baby nighthawks rescued and released by Big Sky Bird Rescue. PHOTO COURTESY OF EMILY JOHNSEN
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In 1988, a group 
of like-minded 
Big Sky residents 
came together 
with an idea: 
to bring world-
class arts and 
music to the 
growing resort 
community. 

That summer, the Miami New World 
Symphony performed in the Meadow 
Village, and the following year the 
organization – then called the Big 
Sky Association for the Arts – was 
granted federal nonprofit status.

Now called the Arts Council of Big 
Sky, the group is celebrating its 25th 
anniversary of bringing music and 
arts to the mountains. What started 
as a purely volunteer-driven group is 
now a full-fledged dynamic organiza-
tion with one full time and two part 
time staff members, along with a 
dedicated board and volunteer base. 

This summer, ACBS will bring 13 
events to Big Sky – all but one of 
them free – and programming is 
continually expanding to meet the 
needs of this burgeoning mountain 
community. 

Over the years, ACBS has sup-
ported the Big Sky community 
in a number of ways, including 
purchasing instruments for Ophir 
School’s string program, and invit-
ing artists to the school for uplift-
ing and inspiring performances for 
the next generation.

ACBS also produced two sold-out 
concerts at the Warren Miller Per-
forming Arts Center this winter 
and held an art auction that gener-
ated more than $50,000 in original 
artwork sales – something unprec-
edented in Big Sky. Next Decem-
ber, the organization is bringing 
Montana Ballet’s “Nutcracker” to 
Big Sky. 

The Arts Council is proud of 
what’s been accomplished in the 
past 25 years, and is excited for the 
future, said ACBS Director Brian 
Hurlbut. 

To be a part of that future – wheth-
er by making a donation, joining 
the board of directors, or volun-
teering – please call (406) 995-
2742 or visit bigskyarts.org.

The Arts Council of Big Sky is sup-
ported by Creighton Block Gallery. 

Arts Council of Big Sky

Jason Isbell performing at last summer’s Music in the Mountains summer concert 
series. PHOTO COURTESY OF ARTS COUNCIL OF BIG SKY
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Happy Hour 4 - 7 p.m. -  2 for 1 wells and drafts
Nightly Dinner Special - $7
Drink Specials all night every night
karaoke/open mic night - every wednesday 9:30 pm

A   collection   of   
Alpine   Home   
Decor   &   Chalet   
Style   Antiques

MANY   MORE   ITEMS   AND   MUSEUM   AT 

VintageWinter.com

25%

of
f 

Standing   ski   
coat   rack

USE PROMO CODE:

OUTLAW

Big Sky Community Corp.’s mission 
is to promote, acquire, preserve and 
maintain land, parks, trails and ease-
ments for use by the Big Sky commu-
nity and the general public. 

BSCC manages 83 acres of public park-
land and more than 13 miles of public 
trails.  

A number of community-driven 
programs and committees have formed 
under the BSCC umbrella including 
the Big Sky Tennis Association, Camp 
Big Sky, Crail Ranch Conservators, Big 
Sky Softball League, Big Sky Disc Golf 
League, Big Sky Natural Resource Coun-
cil, Big Sky Parks Committee, and Big 
Sky Trails Committee.  

BSCC programs operate primarily 
through dedicated volunteers and do-
nors, allowing the organization to offer a 
variety of recreational opportunities and 

programing that serve Big 
Sky residents and visitors.
 
BSCC is working on a 
number of exciting proj-
ects for summer 2014. 

The group will begin with 
construction on five miles 
of new trails near Big Sky 
Town Center and will 
continue to map a route 
for an additional three 
miles of trail to be built in 
summer 2015. The Com-
munity Park will host a 
record number of softball 
players this year, as well 
as several new team sports 
including flag football and 
kickball. 

The Big Sky Natural 
Resource Council is 
heading a Bear Smart 
effort to educate residents 
and visitors, and manage 
human-bear conflicts in 
Big Sky. Camp Big Sky 
is expanding to accom-
modate a wider age group 
and co-hosting school productions with 
Big Sky Broadway. Online registration 
for camp will be offered on the BSCC 
website in mid-May. 

In addition, Crail Ranch plans to build 
a new structure on their property, and 
will host tours on weekends throughout 
the summer.

 Big Sky Community Corp. is supported 
by Big Sky Resort. Visit 
bsccmt.org to learn more information.

Big Sky Community Corporation

BSCC: BSCC events and recent projects at Big Sky Community Park. PHOTO COURTESY OF BSCC 
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The Blue Water Task Force is a local 
nonprofit dedicated to protecting and 
preserving the health of the Gallatin 
Watershed. In order to accomplish 
this, BWTF runs four programs: 
Community Water Quality Monitor-
ing, Water Resource Assessment, 
Watershed Restoration, and Commu-
nity Education.

Under the Community Water Qual-
ity Monitoring program, volunteers 
have been collecting and analyzing 
water quality and aquatic insects in 
the Gallatin Watershed since 2000. 
The data is used to assess and track 
the health of the Gallatin River and 
its tributaries.

Digging a bit deeper, the Water Re-
source Assessment program conducts 
more in-depth scientific assessments 
in the watershed, aiming to answer 
questions such as, “How healthy is 
the river?” and,  “Are there areas of 
the watershed that could be restored 
to improve its condition?”

Through the Watershed Restoration 
program, BWTF is tackling water 
quality problems found through 
these monitoring and assessment 
programs. Projects slated for the 
upcoming year include, among oth-

ers: restoration on the Upper West 
Fork to reduce nitrogen and algae; 
improvements to river access sites in 
the Gallatin Canyon; installation of 
the community stormwater conserva-
tion garden at Ophir School; and the 
Trout-Friendly Landscaping program. 

Tying it all together, the Community 
Education program aims to educate 

the public on local water resource 
issues. BWTF strives to cultivate a 
community that protects and pre-
serves the Gallatin River’s health. 

Summer Events:
July 2: Wild and Scenic Designation 
discussion followed by DamNation, a 
film that chronicles a growing move-
ment to tear down obsolete dams

July 26-27: The Big Sky Fly Fishing 
Festival

BWTF is supported by L&K 
Real Estate. More information on 
these events as well as volunteer 
opportunities, water reports and real-
time stream flow data is available at 
bluewatertaskforce.org.  

Blue Water Task Force
T a s k   F o r c e

blue water
G a l l a t i n  W a t e r s h e d

BWTF volunteers collecting water quality data in April to assess and track the health of the Gallatin River. 
PHOTO BY BWTF DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR

CHECK 
OUT OUR 
CANS!
BIG SKY RESORT’S 40TH ANNIVERSARY 

RETRO RED ALE 
& LPB’S CLASS V AMBER ALE

Find it in Big Sky, take it anywhere.

LONEPEAKBREWERY.COM • (406) 995-3939
48 MARKET PLACE, MEADOW VILLAGE CENTER, BIG SKY, MT

VOTED ONE OF TOP 10 
SKI RESORT BREWERIES 
BY USA TODAY!
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**Programs subject to change. See dealer for details.
1 BLOCK NORTH OF HUFFINE ON COTTONWOOD & FALLON

582-5555
RAM

RAM

BILLION AUTO PLAZA  
BOZEMAN, MT

EvERyONE pAys 
INvOICE

WWW.billionautogroup.com

pLUs yOU GET ALL AvAILABLE REBATEs!
Chrysler • Dodge • Jeep • Ram

EvERy DAy ON ANy NEW

LOWEsT pAyMENTs IN MONTANA!
2014  RAM QUAD CAB 4X4

$199
*Express Lease, 24 mos., 10k miles/yr., $2630 Down, OAC

See dealer for details. Like model shown.

per month*

New

$199
2014  JEEP CHEROKEE 4X4

*Latitude Lease, 24 mos., 10k miles/yr., $2400 Down, OAC.
See dealer for details. Like model shown.

per month*

New

2014  JEEP PATRIOT 4X4

*Latitude Lease, 24 mos., 10k miles/yr., $3270 Down, OAC. 
See dealer for details. Like model shown.

New

2014  JEEP GR. CHEROKEE

*Laredo Lease, 24 mos./10k miles/yr., $2030 Down, OAC
See dealer for details. Like model shown.

per month*

New

$99$99per month*

4X4

$199$199 $299$299
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The Children’s Museum of Bozeman 
enriches the community by engag-
ing children and adults in the magic 
of shared learning and discovery. 
Founded in 2001, CMB has grown 
into one of the city’s main museum 
attractions and is visited by more 
than 20,000 children and fami-
lies each year.

“We offer tremendous hands-on 
learning opportunities for kids 
of all ages and their families,” 
said Eleanor Barker, the muse-
um’s executive director. “Exhib-
its like the Bernoulli Blower, the 
Bubble Builder and the Magnetic 
Marble Run are always popular 
with the little ones, and this year 
we’re launching STEAMlab, a 
cutting-edge, educational lab for 
older kids interested in high-tech 
tools and materials.”

The museum offers daily pro-
grams, after school clubs, sum-
mer science camps, and family-
friendly activities throughout the 

year. “With the support of this gener-
ous community, our museum can be 
a beacon for children and families for 
many years to come,” Barker said.

The Children’s Museum of Bozeman is 
supported by Penny Lane Home Build-
ers. Visit cmbozeman.org or call (406) 
522-9087 for more information.

Children’s Museum of Bozeman

Laney needed someone in her life who 
could act as a friend, a mentor and a 
sibling figure. She’s a very mature little 
girl and just needs someone to be a kid 
with. 

Big Brothers, Big Sisters’ 
Big Sky branch was 
lucky enough to have 
Blythe Beaubien ap-
ply as a Big Sister and 
instantly knew she and 
Laney would be a perfect match. 
Upon their first meeting, they were 
fast friends and already talking 
about ideas for weekly outings.  

They’ve been matched for eight 
months now and have enjoyed 

cooking classes, ice skating and ski-
ing, but most of all they love a nice 
cup of hot chocolate together. 

 “[It’s been] very reward-
ing,” Beaubien said. 
“Laney is a ray of sunshine 
and I truly enjoy spending 
time with her each week.”

Big Brothers, Big Sisters 
is supported by Lone Pine 

Builders and The Fairways at Big Sky. 
Contact Jolene Clark at (406) 855-6544 
or jolene.clark@bbbs-gc.org for more 
information. BBBS is currently tak-
ing applications for both mentors and 
students at bbbs-gc.org.

Big Brothers, Big Sisters

Since 1982, Eagle Mount Bozeman has 
been bringing freedom, strength and 
joy to children with cancer and people 
living with disabilities.

Through therapeutic 
and adaptive recre-
ation, and with the help 
and support of a gener-
ous community, Eagle 
Mount provides a world 
of adventures – skiing, 
horseback riding, swimming, camping, 
rock climbing, kayaking, cycling, fishing 
and more. 

Set under the beauty of Montana’s leg-
endary big sky, the nonprofit focuses on 
people’s abilities, while gently support-
ing their disabilities. 

Founders General Robert C. Mathis, 
USAF (ret.), and his wife, Greta Gay 

Mathis, envisioned a place where people 
with disabilities could enjoy Montana’s 
recreational opportunities.

Inspired by the courage, patience, and 
determination of the 
people they served, the 
Mathises created not 
only recreational pro-
grams, but also a spirit 
of service that encour-
ages able-bodied, skilled 

volunteers to assist those with special 
needs.
 
Eagle Mount is funded exclusively 
with private donations, and no one is 
ever turned away if they can’t afford 
services.

Eagle Mount Bozeman is supported by 
Inn on the Gallatin. Visit eaglemount.org 
for more information.

Eagle Mount Bozeman

contact  outlaw Partners (406) 995-2055 
or media@theoutlawPartners.com

bus wraPs available  - Target 
thousands of local consumers including Resort 
employees, permanent residents, MSU Students 
and 300,000 seasonal tourists

let mobile 

advertising 

drive business 

to you!

BIG SKY’S RESTORATION & 
TEXTILE CLEANING SPECIALIST SINCE 1988

Our Mission:To provide the best possible service to 
our clients through education, experience, courtesy, 
honesty and professionalism.

IICRC CERTIFIED FIRM • 24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES

Exploring the complex properties of soap 
bubbles at the Children’s Museum of Bozeman. 
PHOTO BY LAURA PRINDIVILLE 
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R A R E  O P P O RT U N I T Y  AT  T H E  B A S E  A R E A  O F  Y E L L OW S TO N E  C L U B

5 BEDROOM, 5 BATHROOM, 2 POWDER ROOMS  •  SKI IN, SKI OUT

6000 +/-  SQ. FT.  •   $8,950,000
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 United Luv Project Inc. is a nonprofit 
organization started by a young man 
during his battle with cancer, and its 
mission is 
to provide 
iPads for 
patients to 
use while 
undergoing 
treatment. 

Ryan Eaton 
was diag-
nosed with 
Synovial Sar-
coma at age 
25. Having 
spent count-
less hours in hospitals and treatment 
centers, Ryan quickly learned there 
were limited options to pass the time. 
He also realized many patients were 
fighting the battle alone, and felt that 
iPads could help.

Patients use the iPads to connect 
with friends and family, or simply to 
pass the time, taking their minds off 

what’s going 
on around 
them.

Ryan lost 
his battle 
with cancer 
in 2013, but 
his family 
continues 
to carry on 
his mission. 
United Luv 
Project Inc. 
has placed 

over 130 iPads into the hands of can-
cer patients throughout Montana. 

United Luv Project Inc. is supported by 
Pella Windows and Doors. Visit unit-
edluv.com or facebook.com/unitedluv 
for more information.

United Luv Project Inc.

Big Sky Rotary Club
The mission of Rotary International is to provide service to 
others, promote integrity and advance world understand-
ing, goodwill, and peace through its fellowship of business, 
professional, and community leaders.

The Big Sky Rotary Club is supported by Nordic Hot Tub. 
Visit clubrunner.ca/bigsky for more information. 

Morningstar Learning Center
Morningstar Learning Center’s mission is to fill a critical 
void in Big Sky’s basic community infrastructure by pro-
viding quality, affordable care in a place-based learning 
environment through preschool and daycare programs. 
As the only full-time, year-round licensed childcare 
provider in Big Sky, Morningstar serves the needs of 
more than 50 families and provides support to more than 
30 local businesses.    

Mornngstar Learning Center is supported by Anderson Enterprises. Visit morning-
starlearningcenter.com for more information.

“Hoof Beats”

Paula Pearl
Capturing the Spirit of Life

33 Lone Peak Drive
Big Sky, MT
406.993.9400

406.586.6850 
paulapearl.com

Represented by 
Creighton Block Gallery

“� e Rookie”  36x48, oil on canvas“Moose Marsh” 

Big Sky, we ARE your pet store!
At the bottom of the canyon in Four Corners 

Food. Fun. Freedom.
27 Pioneer Way

Bozeman, MT 59718
406.209.8272

www.bozemandogco.com

Mention this ad, and 
receive a 15% discount on 
your purchase in store. 
One time offer, no exclusions
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Executive Director - Mava Hurd   |   T: (406) 993-9303  M: (908) 247-1477   |   bigskybirdrescue.com

Young adult raven, Wyatt Earp, recovering from 
extensive surgery to repair a broken wing from a 
gun shot

Head Volunteer, Janie Izzo at BSBR, comforts 
a sick baby crow

BIG SKY BIRD RESCUE
A LOCAL NONPROFIT SONGBIRD RESCUE AND REHABILITATION ORGANIZATION

VOLUNTEER

Baby cowbird, magpie and robin - three of the 40 baby 
birds that BSBR helped to raise and release back into the 
wild last year

SUPPLIES
Game meat/marrow bones 
Bird cages/dog crates 
Bird seed
Towels
Sheets
Medical supplies
Paper towel
Printer paper

SERVICES
Facilities preparation 
Woodworking
Building perches
Website design
Bird photography 
Power washing

our wish list:

Enjoy the rewarding pleasure of feeding baby birds or tiding up their nest 
box, preparing their special diets or taking injured or baby birds out in their 
cages for their daily sun bath. Do you travel to Bozeman frequently? Join 
our network of bird transporters and when a bird needs picked up we will 
contact you for your availability. Big Sky Bird Rescue (BSBR) needs your 
help. Please call to apply as a volunteer.

We are a publically funded organization. Your donation will fund 
the rescue/transportation, medical treatment and medications; 
housing and equipment, food and supplies for birds like Wyatt Earp 
the raven who is a victim of human induced injury.

DONATE

DONATE SUPPLIES 
& SERVICES
We are busily preparing for baby season and need a number of supplies 
you may have on hand or services you may be able to provide. 
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Big Sky Youth Empowerment
The Big Sky Youth Empowerment Project Inc. was incorporated 
in 2001 to meet the demand for creative programs targeting high 
school-aged, at-risk youth. Founded by Pete MacFadyen (avid 
snowboarder, fly fisherman, and Licensed Clinical Professional 
Counselor), his frustrations with traditional counseling models 
provided a catalyst for the creation of BYEP.  byep.org

BIG SKY YOUTH
EMPOWERMENT

Jack Creek Preserve Foundation
The Jack Creek Preserve Foundation is dedicated to giving people 
a deep appreciation for the importance of conserving wildlife and 
their habitat by providing a wide array of educational opportuni-
ties focused on the positive values of wildlife management, land 
stewardship and hunter conservationists.  jackcreekpreserve.org

HAVEN
HAVEN is committed to reducing the incidence and minimizing 
the impact of domestic abuse on families and communities. The 
group provides emergency shelter, crisis intervention, ongoing 
support, referrals, and education.  havenmt.org

American Prairie Reserve
Our mission is to create and manage a prairie-based wildlife 
reserve that, when combined with public lands already devoted 
to wildlife, will protect a unique natural habitat, provide lasting 
economic benefits and improve public access to, and enjoyment 
of, the prairie landscape. americanprairie.org

Friends of the Gallatin National 
Forest Avalanche Center

The Friends of the Gallatin National Forest Avalanche Center 
helps support the GNFAC through fundraising and education 
efforts.  mtavalanche.com

Gallatin Roller Girlz
Our mission is to empower individuals through the sport of 
roller derby. Through intensive training, competitive activi-
ties, and community involvement, Gallatin Roller Girlz 
strives to embody specific core values, including hard work, 
motivation, perseverance, respect for cultural diversity, and 
continuous personal development. grgderby.com

Bozeman Deaconess Health Services
Bozeman Deaconess Hospital is a Joint Commission 
accredited, licensed Level III trauma center, located 
in Gallatin County. The organization’s mission is to 
improve community health and quality of life. By 

2016, BDHS hopes to be a leading integrated health system, ranked in the top 10 
percent in the nation.  bozemandeaconess.org 
 

Are your windows And doors 
leAky, drAfty or inefficient? 
 
Pella windows & doors makes replacing your 
windows and doors easy. 
 
Beginning with an in-home consultation, a Pella 
expert will help you select the right solutions for 
you and your home. 
 
whether it’s a bay window, patio door or 
replacement windows, let your Pella expert 
manage your project from start to finish so you can 
fall in love with your home all over again. 
 
come meet your Pella expert at your local Pella 
windows & doors showroom today, 1001 oak st., 
ste. 108, Bozeman.

406-587-5944 pellaMT.com

Pella Windows & Doors 
proudly supports 
United Luv

0% APR
InteRest fRee fInAncIng foR 6 months*

otheR teRms AvAIlAble

*The Pella Windows and Doors Visa card issued by Wells Fargo Financial Bank is a 
dual-line credit card. Special terms of no-interest option until December 2014 apply to 
transactions charged with approved credit to the Pella Windows and Doors line of credit. 
Regular monthly payments are required during the special-terms period. The no-interest 
option means there is no interest if the purchase is paid in full within the special-terms 
period; otherwise, interest accrues from the date of purchase at the regular APR. For 
newly opened accounts, the regular APR for transactions is 27.99%. All APRs may vary.

A better
view

Heart of the Valley Animal Shelter
The mission of Heart of the Valley Inc. is to 
compassionately shelter the lost and surren-
dered pets of Gallatin and Madison val-
leys, and to enhance the lives of people and 
companion animals through pet adoption and 
education.  heartofthevalleyshelter.org

Outlaw Partners (publisher of this newspaper) supports these nonprofits, among others.



8247 Huffine Lane • Bozeman • (406) 587-7227
Serving Montana since 1999   •   www.sleepcity.com 

A+

Scan with a smart phone

The Original Air Bed

S L E E P  Y O U R  W AY  T O

better health
Restore your energy with a good night's sleep.

48 months interest free financing
up to 

*Ask sales associate for details.

for the 
price of a KING QUEENKING


