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Yellowstone Ranch Preserve

753  +/-  Acres 

Private Marina

Whiskey Jug Cabin

Waterfront location on Hebgen Lake

Bordered by Forest Service Land 

2 miles from Yellowstone National Park

Yellowstone Ranch Preserve is being 
offered in its entirety for the first time at 
$19,500,000

Contact us to schedule a tour. 
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News from our publisher, Outlaw Partners

BY ERSIN OZER
OUTLAW PARTNERS MEDIA AND EVENTS 
DIRECTOR

Starting with the current winter 
2015 issue of Mountain Outlaw 
magazine, Outlaw Partners’ flagship 
publication is available digitally as an 
app on Apple’s Newsstand. 

It’s easy. Open Newsstand, search for 
“Mountain Outlaw,” and subscribe 
for free – you are now exploring life, 
land and culture from the heart of 
the Greater Yellowstone region from 
your iPhone or tablet.

For our advertisers, this means your 
ads can be fully interactive on this 
platform, with unlimited options 
to incorporate digital features. 
Imagine someone watching a video 
of your products, for example, or 
being redirected to your reservations 
page simply by tapping your ad. It’s 
empowering.

For readers, this means more content 
and the option to click or swipe ads 
and key stories published in the 
magazine. It gives readers a platform 
to view more in-depth and behind 
the scenes coverage. As I like to say, 
“The Internet doesn’t have a word 
limit.”

Check out the current digital issue 
and watch the video expansion of 
the story, “Walk On,” about Willie 
Nelson’s son Lukas and his band 
Promise of the Real; the Wagner 
Skis video explaining the virtues of 
customized skis; and the Baldface 
Lodge short – just by clicking on the 
story or ad. 

Like what you see and want your ad to 
be interactive? 
Email ersin@theoutlawpartners.com 
and we’ll take care of the rest.  

1MOUNTAINexplorebigsky.com

FREE

WINTER 2015

EXPLORING LIFE, LAND AND CULTURE FROM THE HEART OF THE YELLOWSTONE REGION

LUKAS 
NELSON 
AND PROMISE OF THE REAL 
                     walk on  

BIOMIMICRY
LINKING BIOLOGY & BUSINESS

GEAR: 
MAVERICK
MAKEOVER

WINTERKEEPER: 
40 YEARS IN YELLOWSTONE

First Descents 
in Antarctica

MOUNTAIN

I have fond memories of getting a new pair of skis 
as a child: the excitement of choosing boards at the 
local ski swap and the immediate pride of ownership 
I felt knowing these skis were mine. One year my 
skis had a previous owner’s name engraved on them 
and my father keenly filled in the existing letters 
with melted crayon wax and then wrote my name on 
the skis. 

Today, the world of custom gear is upon us. The 
ability to order custom sporting equipment is 
quickly evolving, ranging from orthotics in running 
shoes to fitted golf clubs. Why not custom skis?  

Based in Telluride, Colorado, Wagner Skis produces 
full-custom, made-to-order boards. The skis are 
all manufactured independently in the company’s 
nearby Placerville manufacturing facility, head-
quartered in a repurposed gas station that is wholly 
powered by solar and wind energy.

“It’s similar to having a ski boot fitted properly 
where it completely changes the experience,” says 
company founder Pete Wagner. “Wholly custom 
skis tailored to each skier can vastly improve on-
snow performance.”

Wagner Skis has turned the industry’s product 
development cycle upside down with its Skier 
DNA design software engineered by Wagner, who 
produces more than 1,000 custom skis per season 
that start at $1,750 and top out at more than $2,500 
per pair. 

And no two pairs of Wagner Skis are the same. Indi-
viduals can complete the Skier DNA profile online 
in 10 minutes, choosing performance attributes 
including base and core materials, flex, torsional 
rigidity, edge materials, length and shape. 

EXPLORE

WAGNER’S 
CUSTOMIZED 
SKIS
BY ERIC LADD

Through his rapid-response manufacturing method, Wagner 
creates a ski dialed into each customer’s ability level, terrain pref-
erences and on-mountain aspirations in less than eight weeks. 

“There are two types of skiers who are super fans of our skis,” 
Wagner said. “Those that want something premium and unique 
to set them apart; and core skiers, guides and on-mountain pro-
fessionals who want a tool that will help them perform at their 
best in big mountain conditions.”  

My Wagner skis arrived last season and upon opening them I 
was happy to see that, yes, my name was engraved on the top-

sheet. No need for crayon wax.

Name: Jon Hemingway
Hometown Ski Areas: Crystal Mountain, Washington, and 
Big Sky, Montana
Years skiing: Almost 50. I ski 50-60 days per year.
Ski Dimensions: Length (cm): 185; Tip-Waist-Tail (mm): 
144-107-129
Details: Off-piste rockered tip for easy turn initiation and 
float; all-mountain tail design with traditional camber un-
derfoot and a sugar maple/aspen core with titanal layers 
for a stable ride and great edge hold 
Stiffness: Medium. Calibrated for height, weight and skier 
preferences

Describe the Wagner ski interview and design process:  
It was a cross between a job interview and buying a sports 
car, taking most of an hour. Pete wanted to know where I 
skied, how I skied, the purpose of the skis he was design-
ing, what skis I enjoyed in the past and why.

We narrowed the focus to a ski that would perform well 
on the chalky steeps at Big Sky, with a bomber base and 
edges, and the ability to still perform well on corduroy, 
powder and crud. It had to handle my weight and allow 
me to really direct it while still being quick from edge to 
edge.

First reaction and review of the skis:  
At our home, we have an arsenal of great modern skis 
that we choose based on conditions. I didn’t think skis 
could get any better, until I got my pair of Wagners.
They arrived during a dry pattern, but were quick edge to 
edge and had held great on firm snow. When we finally 
got on chalky steeps they were rock solid and quick, and 
floated nicely during spring powder dumps.

We still have the arsenal of skis, but they get used by our 
guests. The Wagners are my everyday ski in all conditions, 
except early season. And when I hit my first big rock, I was 
relieved to find only edge scratches I could buff out with 
a stone.

How would you describe the ski you had built: 
Mine. I don’t even let my sons use them.

A WAGNER SKIS OWNER DESCRIBES 
THE CUSTOMIZING PROCESS

96 MOUNTAIN explorebigsky.com PHOTOS COURTESY OF WAGNER SKIS

“IT’S SIMILAR 
TO HAVING 
A SKI BOOT 
FITTED 
PROPERLY 
WHERE IT 
COMPLETELY 
CHANGES THE 
EXPERIENCE.”

Jon Hemingway testing his Wagner skis at Baldface Lodge, 
British Columbia. PHOTO BY NICK DAMOND

Scroll through images

Watch videos

Zoom into read text

Read, swipe, scroll, zoom, tap …
Mountain Outlaw magazine on Apple’s Newsstand
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BSSD School Board Canidates
Mail-in ballots due May 5

I filed for Big Sky School District school board candidacy 
because I care deeply about the schools and the community 
I’ve called home for 12 years. When the district needed 
leadership for a high school, I stepped up. I’m stepping for-
ward again because the board needs an experienced person 
who knows the district and the community. 

My relationship with Ophir began in 1996 when I volun-
teered as the superintendent’s consultant on experiential, 
place-based, and adventure programming; these remain 
hallmarks today.

During my tenure as superintendent in Big Sky, we de-
signed curricular programs that dramatically raised student 
achievement. I served the community while the high 
school was legislated, voted, bonded, and built.  This saves 
taxpayers more than a million dollars annually.

School trustees are responsible for maintaining open com-
munication between school and community, promoting 
sound fiscal practices, designing legal and logical policies, 
hiring the best staff, and evaluating the superintendent. I 
have these skills.

I served on the performing arts center design team and 
capital campaign, and I’ve successfully authored grants for 
the district. My husband and I started a college scholarship 
program for LPHS seniors, raising $35,000 in its first year.  

As Big Sky grows – and the district along with it – it’s 
important that our schools inspire students, parents and 
community members. I have a track record of making Big 
Sky proud.  

Anne Marie Mistretta

My father was in the Air Force, so my early life was spent 
moving around the world. I grew up in the Department 
of Defense Dependents Schools system, widely consid-
ered to be one of the best in the world, and later attended 
universities in Switzerland, England and New York. After 
a successful, 20-year leadership career, my son and I moved 
from Baltimore, Md. to Big Sky in July 2014. 

As president of the Big Sky Parent Teacher Organization 
this year, I’ve blended experience, new ideas and respected 
traditions as our board continued the mission of enhancing 
the student and staff experience in the Big Sky School Dis-
trict. As co-chair of the 35th annual Pie Auction, I helped 
raise record funding with the lowest percentage of expenses 

ever. With an incredible team of volunteers, I learned that 
our diverse community is what makes Big Sky awesome – 
this diversity should be reflected on our school board.

As a trustee I will bring a balanced opinion, objective 
analysis and thoughtful consideration to every situation. 
I’ll work with the school board to continue our district’s 
success while demonstrating transparency and maintaining 
effective, two-way communication with the community. 
I will advocate for programs that directly support staff 
development, instruction that challenges our students, and 
long-term budget management so our kids can continue to 
make Big Sky proud.

Sandi Cunnigham

As a 15-year resident of Gallatin County, I have watched 
Big Sky grow and evolve into the community it is today. 
After working three seasons in Big Sky, I purchased a 
home in the area and relocated permanently in 2013. The 
position of school board trustee is an opportunity for me 
to contribute to this community.

Since moving to Big Sky, I’ve become involved with 
community organizations, serving on committees and vol-
unteering for events both inside and outside of the school. 
Through volunteerism and as a member of the workforce 
I’ve interacted with area families, all who have valuable 
opinions, experience and contributions for continuing the 
success of the school district. These interactions provide 

information that I will use to guide discussions and deci-
sions as a trustee.

BSSD is fortunate to have strong, established educational 
programming, which speaks to the community’s ongoing 
commitment to the district, students and staff. While it’s im-
portant to support and enhance this programming and foster 
a positive learning environment, this must be supported by 
sound board administration and business management.

I’m a critical thinker and problem solver and subscribe to pro-
active planning for the greatest level of success. As a trustee, I 
will focus on the present and future needs of the district and 
seek community-wide input and involvement in planning 
and decision-making.  

Dawn Smith

The main reason I moved to Big Sky was for the school, 
because education is of utmost importance to me. As a 
graduate of Columbia University’s Barnard College, I 
understand the opportunities a great education can offer. 
Big Sky School District offers children the best in both 
academics and real world experience.
 
However, BSSD is at a crossroads. As a long-time 
substitute teacher for BSSD, I’ve seen first hand what 
works, as well as what doesn’t. Unprecedented growth 
has yielded unexpected changes, both good and bad. A 
few of the positives have been increased programming 
and sports opportunities, and a few negatives are 
overcrowding and increased costs. 

My background as a financial analyst on Wall Street, 
advertising executive in New York City and compensa-
tion analyst for School District 51 ($120 million budget, 
over 21,000 students) in Grand Junction, Colo., make me 
uniquely qualified to serve as a school board trustee. I’ve 
dealt with tough budget issues in each of my previous 
occupations and will fight for increased transparency, 
including public forums on issues such as the recent failed 
levy.

Ultimately, as a mother of three children enrolled in 
BSSD, I want to ensure that all our children are prepared 
to be responsible and employable members of society. 

Kim Gunderson

Having been a resident of the Big Sky community for 
roughly 20 years, I felt it was time to give back and was 
elected as a Big Sky School Board Trustee in 2012. Big Sky 
is a wonderful community and it’s been great to connect 
with so many people in this area, both professionally and 
personally.  

I’ve been fortunate to serve the last three years as a school 
board trustee and would love to continue serving. My 
first term as trustee has been a great learning experience to 
date, and I’m running again because I want to continue to 
help the Big Sky School District make good decisions and 
make sure that community members’ voices are heard. I 

also have a personal interest, because next year I will have 
two boys enrolled at Ophir Elementary School. Matthew 
will be in fourth grade and Jack will be entering kinder-
garten – I want to be involved in the decision-making 
process moving forward. 

I’ve always been proud to say that my kids attend Ophir 
School, and I’ve been proud to say that I’m on the Big Sky 
School District School Board. I hope to have this opportu-
nity again.

Matt Jennings

The Big Sky School District’s annual school board election will be held Tuesday, May 5, by 
mail ballot. Five candidates – Sandi Cunningham, Anne Marie Mistretta, Dawn Smith, 
Kim Gunderson and Matt Jennings – are applying for the position of trustee. Two will be 
elected to serve as trustees for three-year terms to represent BSSD.
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BY JOSEPH T. O’CONNOR
EXPLORE BIG SKY MANAGING EDITOR

CHICAGO – A Lone Peak High School senior is 
guaranteed at least $20,000 in scholarship assistance 
to one of the top colleges in the country. Now a 
finalist for an Elks Foundation scholarship, Trevor 
House beat out more than 19,000 students who 
applied from across the country.

House, who will attend Stanford University in 
the fall, was named one of 20 finalists for the 
Elks National Foundation Most Valuable Student 
scholarships. 
“I got an email the last week of March [and] stood 
there in shock for a minute,” said House, 18. “My 
mom thought something was wrong. I was just super 
pumped.”

Each finalist will receive at least $20,000 in 
scholarship money, according to an Elks National 
Foundation press release. During an upcoming 
weekend in Chicago, that money could more than 
double.

From April 24-26, House will join the other finalists 
in the Windy City where they will compete for six 
scholarships ranging from $30,000 to $50,000. While 
judges will take into account contestants’ ability to 
relate to their peers and others during the weekend, in 
the end it comes down to a 20-minute interview with 
the national committee. 

House says Big Sky’s 
support played a major 
role in his success.

“We have such a 
tight and unique 
community,” said 
House, pointing to 
blood drives and 
decorating Big Sky for 
LPHS’ homecoming 
as examples of his 
involvement in the 
area. “We’re trying to 
create an identity for 
ourselves. It’s small-
town America making 
a difference.”

But House helped himself, as did the rest of the 
field. “They boast an average GPA of 4.283 on a 4.0 
scale, collectively volunteered for 278,591 hours 
throughout high school, and are all leaders in their 
communities,” the press release said. “Trevor House 
stood out as one of the best among this accomplished 
group.”

LPHS Program Coordinator Brenda Yahraes called 
House’s tenacity his strong suit.

“Trevor consistently beats the odds,” Yahraes wrote 
in an email, highlighting Stanford’s admission rate of 
5 percent. “His odds of getting the Elks Scholarship 

were 1 in 20,000. It is persistence and dedication. 
LPHS is so proud of Trevor and his hard work.”

House says this determination is a matter of ignoring 
the odds and attempting a task even in the face of 
adversity. He leaves some advice for next year’s 
graduating class.

“Apply for anything,” said House, also an avid sports 
fan. “Never doubt yourself. It’s like Wayne Gretzky 
said: ‘You miss 100 percent of the shots you don’t 
take.’ I gave it a shot.”

Contest winners will be announced on April 30 at 
elks.org/enf.scholars.

Local student awarded $20,000 scholarship with chance 
at $50,000

Lone Peak High School senior Trevor House beat out more than 19,000 students nationwide for a $20,000 schol-
arship through the Elks National Foundation. He is visiting Chicago, Ill. from April 24-26 for a chance at $50,000. 
PHOTO BY ANNA MIDDLETON
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What is a bad habit we have today that 
we’ll be surprised by in 20 years?

A MODERN TAKE ON A CLASSIC VIEW

To learn more, contact us at 406.209.3069 or info@thefairwaysatbigsky.com

The NEW Fairways, ONLY 8 units available, placing you steps from 
the tee box and minutes from Big Sky Resort’s world-class skiing.

Rachel Boutsikaris, Big Sky, Mont.
Personal banker, Big Sky Western Bank

“I’d say definitely technology. Yes, it’s helped 
our lives but it’s also inhibited us. It’s sort of that 
double-edged sword. Socially, we interact less. 
Rather than stopping at a gas station to ask for 
directions or look around at our surroundings to 
find out where we are, we’re glued to a screen.”

Philip Kedrowski, Gallatin Canyon, Mont.
Owner, Red Leaf Engineering

“Driving the huge trucks that I’m also guilty of – 
consuming way more than our fair share of fossil 
fuels.”

Dana Dunaway,Three Forks, Mont.
General contractor, Dunaway Development

“I don’t think we’ll be doing this: holding cell 
phones up to our heads, because 20 years ago, very 
few people had them. Now everyone has one. There 
will be something else.”
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BOZEMAN – Bozeman Deaconess Health Services announces the Big Sky 
Medical Center Job Fair will take place on Thursday, April 30, from 4-7 p.m. in 
Big Sky. The fair will be held at the Big Sky Medical Center Interim Corporate 
Office, at 33 Lone Peak Drive in Town Center.
 
Human Resources representatives from BDHS will be on hand to share informa-
tion about positions available for registered nurses; medical assistants; labora-
tory and radiology technicians; receptionists and patient representatives; and in 
environmental services.
 
Applicants are welcome to bring a resume and can complete a BDHS applica-
tion during the Job Fair or mail it in at a later date. Those attending will receive 
descriptions of all open jobs.
 
“As we get nearer to completion of the Big Sky Medical Center, we look forward 
to meeting job candidates in Big Sky who can offer high-quality and compassion-
ate care,” said Rick Harden, BDHS Director of Human Resources, who added 
that hiring will continue through fall. “We expect training to begin in late sum-
mer or early fall so our staff are ready to provide the type of quality healthcare 
available across Bozeman Deaconess Health Services.”
 
Big Sky Medical Center is slated to open in late fall. It will feature a physician 
clinic, imaging services, lab services, a surgery procedure area, a four-bed inpa-
tient unit, five beds in the emergency department, and one observation bed.
 
Visit bigskymedicalcenter.com or call Bozeman Deaconess Human Resources at 
(406) 414-5421 for more information.

Big Sky Medical Center 
now hiring
Job fair to highlight positions in 
seven disciplines

NOW OPEN

Located on Ousel  Fa l l s  Road in 
Big  Sky Town Center 

CREIGHTONBLOCKGALLERY.COM |  (406) 993-9400

Simon Gudgeon, “Falcon,” Bronze, 32 x 20 x 11

CONTEMPORARY COLLECTION

Creighton Block

On April 11, Bozeman’s Jens Anderson was killed in an avalanche on the north 
side of Beehive Peak, north of Big Sky. 

A memorial service will be held at Bozeman’s Journey Church at 1794 East 
Baxter Lane on Saturday, April 18 at 3 p.m. All are welcome and a reception at 
the church will follow. Anderson was a talented landscape photographer and a 
number of his works will be printed and displayed at the service. Prints will be 
available for purchase with the intention of funding a book of his photographs.

Memorial Service for Jens Anderson
Saturday, April 18 at 3 p.m.
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explorebigsky.com

Tales and travel in the Greater Yellowstone Region

Explore Yellowstone features fascinating tales, useful travel information 

and recommended activities in and around Yellowstone National 

Park for both tourists and locals. In partnership with the Yellowstone 

Park Foundation, the magazine will be one of the only publications 

distributed in the Park in addition to the surrounding gateway towns. 

K-2 Terrific Kid of the Month – 
Second grade student Garin Staudt 

Garin Staudt is an exceptional second 
grader who deserves recognition. 
Among his many positive character 
traits is patience. Garin’s calm and 
gentle approach in the classroom 
provides a strong example that his peers 
are quick to follow. We are very lucky 
to have Garin as a part of our school 
community!

3-5 Terrific Kid of the Month – fifth 
grade student Kassidy Boersma 

The grades 3-5 selection for patience/
calmness student is Kassidy Boersma. 
She is an excellent student who always 
strives for success. One of her best 
qualities within the classroom is her 
ability to work well with all of her 
classmates. The ability to work well 
with all personality types requires 
patience and calmness at times, and 
Kassidy exemplifies these traits. 

Ophir Middle School Student of 
the Month – eighth grade student 
Rowan Merryman 

It is with great pride that the middle 
school announces Rowan Merryman 
as the student of the month for March. 
Rowan exemplifies patience with 
her friends, peers and schoolwork. 
Her persistence and overall attitude 
is worth recognition and we as a 
staff are quite pleased with her hard 
work and dedication this school year. 
Congratulations Rowan and keep up 
the good work! 

Lone Peak High School Student of the 
Month – 11th grade student Griffin 
Schumacher  

Patience is maintaining your cool while 
letting another finish a statement with 
which you disagree. Patience is waiting to 
see what will happen with the stocks you 
purchased in a stock market simulation 
– instead of selling them as soon as they 
drop just a little bit in price. Patience is a 
skill required to work well with others on 
the basketball court and in the classroom. 
Patience is Griffin Schumacher! Con-
gratulations Griffin, on being honored as 
LPHS student of the month.

BSSD Terrific Kids/Students of the Month: March
BIG SKY – As part of its Student of the Month/Terrific Kids of the Month pro-
gram, the Big Sky School District honored four students in March for their ability 
to show patience and calmness to classmates and teachers.

Teachers choose two “terrific kids” from kindergarten through fifth grades and 
two “students of the month” in middle and high school, recognizing them based 
on a different theme every month.

An announcement is made over the intercom, and the students are called into the 
office to be congratulated. In addition, the k-5 honorees are rewarded with a burg-
er from The Corral, and the chosen middle and high school students get pizza from 
Blue Moon Bakery.



Help Enrich the lives
of Big Sky Kids!

Want to be a “Camp Angel”?
Please donate today & send a Big Sky youth to camp!  

Women In Action provides access 
and support to programs that   

improve the well-being of children 
and families in our under-served 

rural Big Sky community.

Women In Action–Camp Angels
PO Box 161143
50 Meadow Village Drive, Suite 204
Big Sky, MT 59716

Please complete this form & send your donation to: 

I WANT to be a Camp Angel!
Name  __________________________________
Phone __________________________________
Address_________________________________
E-mail __________________________________
$10____  $25____ $50____ $100____ Other____

(406) 209-7098info@wiabigsky.org

Women In Action offers winter and summer camp              
scholarships to children of local families who meet financial 

criteria set forth by Heathly Montana Kids standards. 
These camps provide children with a place to explore new 

adventures, learn fundamental skills, and provide a safe and 
positive environment to grow and expand their potential.  

Or Donate Online at: www.wiabigsky.org

  
 

3 Rivers Customer Appreciation Day  
in Big Sky, MT

 
Saturday, August 1, 2015

Lunch served from NOON - 2:00p.m.

Deadline for submitting bids to  
3 Rivers is May 1, 2015  

For details, contact 
Susan Wilson  

1.800.796.4567  
ext 4133

Accepting Bids for Picnic Catering

Brett Evertz
Real Estate Loan Officer

55 Lone Peak Drive | Big Sky, Montana

O: 406.556.3214 | C: 406.629.0132 
bevertz@bigskybank.com    NMLS #523473

Member FDIC   Equal Housing Lender
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MSU NEWS SERVICE

BOZEMAN – Exactly one year after the “Wankel T. rex” left Montana for 
Washington, D.C., the Museum of the Rockies opened a new permanent exhibit 
featuring a towering dinosaur from northern Montana, and six Tyrannosaurus rex 
skulls.

“The Tyrant Kings” exhibit opened April 11, in the Siebel Dinosaur Complex of 
Montana State University’s museum in Bozeman.

Visitors can see a real, fossilized T. rex skeleton that’s approximately 12 feet tall 
and 38 feet long. Called “Montana’s T. rex,” the skeleton is approximately 60 
percent real bone and one of the most complete specimens ever discovered. It’s 
the only T. rex skeleton to have been found with floating ribs in its abdominal 
cavity. It would have weighed nearly seven tons when it lived 65 million years 
ago.

The exhibit includes a time-lapse video of how museum staff assembled 
Montana’s T. rex, as well as a series of T. rex skulls from Montana, ranging from 
one of the smallest ever found at 13.5 inches long, to the largest one in the world 
at 60 inches long. 

With the opening of the exhibit, MOR administrators said the museum joins 
an elite group of museums around the world that display actual T. rex skeletons 
instead of replicas or casts.

“The science and research behind this exhibit is remarkable,” MOR Executive 
Director Shelley McKamey said in a press release. “It’s every bit as impressive as 
the exhibit itself.”

Montana’s T. rex was discovered in 1997 near the town of Fort Peck, thus its 
original name of “Peck’s Rex.” The U.S. Department of Agriculture transferred 
ownership to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, which then named the 
Museum of the Rockies as the repository. Montana’s T. rex entered the museum’s 
paleontology collection in 1998. It’s the first mounted, real-bone skeleton to be 
displayed from America’s Public Trust. 

“The people of Montana, as well as the entire country, now have a T. rex 
specimen that is owned by them and displayed for them,” McKamey said. “The 

exhibit not only fulfills a promise made by MOR to all of Montana, but also the 
mission of MOR to inspire life-long learning and advance knowledge through 
collections, research and discovery.”

The Wankel T. rex, which left the MOR on April 11, 2014, is on loan to 
the Smithsonian Institution for 50 years. It will be the centerpiece of a new 
paleontology exhibit that’s scheduled to open in 2019 in the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of Natural History. It’s predicted that at least 7 million people 
a year will view the Wankel T. rex.

Kathy Wankel of Angela, Mont., discovered her namesake dinosaur in 1988 on 
federal land near the Fort Peck Reservoir in northeast Montana. Twenty-six years 
later, the 65-million-year-old T. rex headed for Washington, D.C. in a customized 
Federal Express truck.

The Museum of the Rockies is currently open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday, and noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Summer hours – when the museum is open 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily – begin on Memorial Day.

Real fossilized T. rex featured in new MOR exhibit

Museum of the Rockies chief preparator Bob Harmon (left), and fossil preparator Carrie Ancell, paint the sections 
of a T. rex skull that have been manufactured to fill in between actual fossil bone. PHOTO BY ABBEY NELSON

BY SEPP JANNOTTA
MSU NEWS SERVICE

BOZEMAN – Montana State Univer-
sity’s student newspaper, the 120-year-
old Exponent, will soon have its entire 
archive available on the Internet.

Exponent Editor Nicole Duggan said 
the move to a fully digital archiving 
system is thanks to funding approved 
in early April by the Associated 
Students of MSU Senate, and ongoing 
cooperation from the staff at MSU’s 
Renne Library, where some 3,200 
issues of the paper are housed in mi-
crofilm.

The first edition of the Exponent was 
published on May 30, 1895, and con-
tained a front-page story about James 
Reid, who would become president of 
MSU, then known as Montana Agri-
cultural College. A year later, an issue 
or two of the Exponent were included 
in a time capsule that officials laid 
in the cornerstone of Montana Hall, 
under construction at the time.

“We like to say that the Exponent is 
literarily the cornerstone of campus at 
MSU,” Duggan said. “So we’re really 
excited about this project. It will make 
the shared history of ASMSU and 
MSU accessible in a way that it was not 
previously.”

Duggan said students would begin this 
summer with the process of digitizing 
the microfilm archives and moving 
them onto a webpage that will house 
the collection.

The best part, Duggan said, is that the 
new archives will be searchable, some-
thing that should be helpful to MSU 
alumni that are looking for stories 
about their times on campus. As it is 
now, anyone looking to delve into old 
Exponents needs to visit Renne Library 
and scroll through the microfilm.

“You wouldn’t believe the number of 
phone calls I get where someone says, 
‘I was on the baseball team in 1977. 
Can you send me every edition of the 
Exponent with me in it?’” Duggan 
said. “And I have to tell them that we 
can’t help them.”

Duggan said she and others on the Ex-
ponent team have pursued this project 
since library officials approached them 
last fall about building a digital archive 
of those issues that were already avail-
able as searchable PDF files. It seemed 
to make sense to bring the rest of that 
history into the digital age, Duggan 
said.

Cassia Wagner, the incoming Exponent 
editor, said she hopes the project will 
be completed by the end of the 2015-
2016 academic year.

MSU’s student newspaper 
digitizing 120 years of archives

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK

Visitors eager to experience early 
spring in Yellowstone National Park 
can now travel by car to two of the 
park’s iconic locations starting. Road 
segments from West Yellowstone and 
Mammoth Hot Springs to Old Faithful 
and the Grand Canyon of the Yellow-
stone opened for the season at 8 a.m. 
on April 17.    

As an added incentive for spring visi-
tors, park entrance fees will be waived 
April 18-19 to kick off National Park 
Week. 

Each spring, Yellowstone National 
Park plow crews clear snow and ice 
from 198 miles of main road, 124 miles 
of secondary roads and 125 acres of 
parking lots inside the park to prepare 
for the summer season. Park crews also 
clear 31 miles of the Beartooth High-
way outside Yellowstone’s Northeast 
Entrance.

Additional road segments in the park 
will open during May as road-clearing 
operations progress. The road from 
the park’s North Entrance at Gardiner, 
through Mammoth Hot Springs to the 
Northeast Entrance at Silver Gate and 
Cooke City, Mont., is open all year.

Visitors should be aware that spring in 
Yellowstone is unpredictable and often 
brings cold temperatures, high winds 
and falling snow – temporary road 
closures are also possible with little 

or no advanced warning. Even cleared 
sections of roads can be narrow and 
covered with a layer of snow, ice and 
debris. Visitors should use extreme 
caution when driving as road clearing 
operations can be ongoing at any time 
throughout the park. 

Due to the snow present in the park’s 
interior, walking on trails or on board-
walks through thermal areas may also 
be difficult to navigate for some time. 

Bears have emerged from hibernation 
in the Greater Yellowstone area and 
are on the hunt for food. If you plan to 
hike, ski or snowshoe in the park you 
are advised to stay in groups of three 
of more, make noise and carry bear 
spray. Yellowstone regulations require 
visitors to stay 100 yards from bears 
at all times and advise drivers to park 
in pullouts and stay in their vehicles 
when viewing roadside bears. 

Very limited visitor services will 
be available during the next several 
weeks. The Mammoth Temporary 
Visitor Center, Old Faithful Visi-
tor Education Center (VEC) and the 
Canyon VEC lobby with information 
desks will be open daily. The Canyon 
VEC exhibits and theater will open 
April 24. 

Visit nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit, or 
consult the park newspaper you receive 
at the entrance station for more infor-
mation. 

Yellowstone roads open to vehicles
Spring conditions exist
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BY MICHAEL WRIGHT
UM SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM LEGISLATIVE NEWS SERVICE

HELENA – After wrangling over rules, the last remaining bill to expand 
Medicaid at the 64th Montana Legislature appears to be headed to the 
governor’s desk.

Senate Bill 405, sponsored by Sen. Ed Buttrey, R-Great Falls, expands 
Medicaid to people earning up to 138 percent of the federal poverty level. 
It accepts federal money available under the Affordable Care Act, asks 
some on Medicaid to pay premiums for their coverage, and creates job-
training programs for recipients through the Department of Labor.

A House committee heard the bill early in the week and gave it a “do not 
pass” recommendation, meaning it couldn’t be debated on the floor unless 
60 representatives voted to do so. House Minority Leader Chuck Hunter, 
D-Helena, objected on the House floor, saying the bill was one of their 
“silver bullets,” referring to a deal cut at the beginning of the session 
that gave Democrats six chances to bring bills to the House floor with 51 
votes.

Hunter sent a letter to House Speaker Austin Knudsen, R-Culbertson, 
before the bill’s hearing that designated it as one of their silver bullets, 
and Hunter argued that because of the letter, the “do not pass” report was 
improper.

That led to a two-day rules fight that ended up going Hunter’s way. A 
simple majority vote sent the bill to the House floor with support from 
Democrats and moderate Republicans. 

Supporters of Medicaid expansion said the bill would provide much 
needed coverage, offer the poorest Montanans a boost out of poverty, and 
keep rural hospitals open by reducing uncompensated care costs.

Rep. Frank Garner, R-Kalispell, said he supports the bill because it can 
help people out of poverty, and incentivizes people to work harder. He 
added that the bill covers important groups of people, including veterans.

Opponents argued it will cover “able-bodied, childless adults” and gives 
them access to care over those who are supposed to be on Medicaid, the 
poorest of the poor.

The bill passed 54-42 and will now head to Gov. Steve Bullock’s desk.

Senate passes increased budget

After adding more than $20 million in spending, the Senate passed House 
Bill 2, the state budget.

The bill lines out approximately $4 billion in general fund spending over 
the next two years. With Senate amendments, it spends about $23 million 
more than the version passed by the House last month. 

“The bill has moved itself toward a better condition at every stage of the 
journey,” said Sen. Llew Jones, R-Conrad, the chair of the Senate Finance 
and Claims Committee that added most of the spending increases.

“Improvements were certainly made on the Senate side,” Bullock said, 
though he added there were still more things he’d like to see added to the 
bill.

One of the parts of his budget proposal that hasn’t been funded is the 
$37 million for “Early Edge,” the plan to expand preschool. The program 
would be voluntary for both schools and students.

Sen. Brad Hamlett, D-Cascade, tried one amendment to fully fund the 
program, saying full discussion on the program hadn’t happened yet.

“This is a priority with the administration,” Hamlett said. “And we need 
to have the discussion.”

Jones, who led the subcommittee that handled the education portion 
of the budget, opposed the amendment saying it wasn’t proven to be 
completely effective and mostly helps “at-risk” students and larger school 
districts.

The amendment failed along party lines 29-21. Hamlett brought a second 
amendment that would have partially funded the program, which also 
failed along party lines.

In addition to the $23 million added to the 2016-2017 budget, a Senate 
committee also added about $24 million to cover deficits in the 2014-
2015 budget, usually included in a different bill that was killed by the 
House last month. That money will prevent furloughs in some state 
offices and budget shortfalls for schools.  

The bill will now go to a House and Senate conference committee to 
hammer out final details before it’s sent to the governor.

Michael Wright is a reporter for the Community News Service at the 
University of Montana School of Journalism. He can be reached at michael.
wright@umontana.edu. Follow him on Twitter @mj wright1.
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Lawmakers advance Medicaid expansion, state budget

Supporters of Medicaid expansion said the 
bill would provide much needed coverage, 
offer the poorest Montanans a boost out of 
poverty, and keep rural hospitals open by 
reducing uncompensated care costs.
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BY TYLER ALLEN
EXPLORE BIG SKY SENIOR EDITOR

BIG SKY – Frank and John Craighead were 
catalysts for the National Wild and Scenic Rivers 
Act after they successfully fought a dam proposal 
on northern Montana’s Middle Fork of the Flathead 
River in the late 1950s. 

The brothers, famed conservation biologists in the 
Greater Yellowstone ecosystem, began advocating 
for a comprehensive system to protect the nation’s 
rivers, and President Johnson signed the act into 
law in 1968. In 1976, the Middle, North and South 
forks of the Flathead – along with 149 miles of the 
Missouri River – were protected under the law.

There hasn’t been a Montana river mile federally 
protected since.

A coalition called Montanans for Healthy Rivers 
is hoping to change that, and has identified about 
500 miles on roughly 50 rivers in the state that are 
eligible for Wild and Scenic designation. Montana 
has nearly 170,000 miles of rivers and 368 of those 
are currently protected. 

In order to be recognized under the Wild and 
Scenic Act, a river must be free flowing and 
demonstrate one remarkable value – having 
exceptional scenery, fishing, wildlife or recreation 
opportunities, for example. Each river in the 
national system is administered with the objective 
of protecting the values that caused it to be 
designated.

“We have some of the last, best free-flowing, clean 
and cold rivers in the U.S., yet hardly any of them 
are protected with permanent river conservation,” 
said Charles Wolf Drimal, River Conservation 
Associate for the Greater Yellowstone Coalition, 
which is part of the steering committee. “We have a 
monumental opportunity here in Montana to unite 
the business community, sportsmen community, 
private landowners, and conservationists on one 
issue – healthy rivers.”

The coalition started about five years ago and 
along with GYC, includes American Rivers, 
American Whitewater, the Clark Fork Coalition, 

Trout Unlimited, the Pacific River Council and 
Backcountry Hunters and Anglers.

The group also has the support of more than 150 
businesses and sportsmen’s groups around the 
state, according to Mike Fiebig, American Rivers 
Associate Director of the Northern Rockies Region.

“We think now is the time to start asking 
Montanans what rivers they’d like to protect for 
future generations,” Fiebig said. “We’re lucky 
enough to have a fairly intact set of rivers, in fairly 
good condition, which many other states do not.”

Montanans for Healthy Rivers holds meetings, 
roundtables and one-on-one discussions around 
the state, ahead of a citizens proposal they plan 
to release in late April or early May. The Gallatin 
River is being considered under the proposal and a 
roundtable was held on Jan. 27 at Lone Mountain 
Ranch in Big Sky. The discussion brought together 
business leaders, property owners, community 
members and local nonprofits.

“[The roundtable] was really helpful … It’s hard 
to imagine anybody would find issue with the 
designation,” said Marne Hayes, director of an 
organization that advocates on behalf of the 
state’s public lands, called Business for Montana’s 
Outdoors.

“We always take the stance that the outdoors in 
Montana give businesses added value,” Hayes said. 

Business for Montana Outdoors polled nearly 200 
businesses in every county of the state last year. 
The organization found that 70 percent of those 
polled attributed the “Montana outdoor lifestyle” 
to locating or expanding their business in the state, 
according to its website, and that 73 percent believe 
Montana can protect its land and water resources 
and have a strong economy at the same time.

“We’re totally behind it and look at it as an 
insurance policy,” said Paul Robertson, General 
Manager at LMR. “The number one economic 
driver [in Big Sky] is the quality of the river. When 

we look at our business model we want to know 
that the environment will be in the same condition 
it is now … that’s why people come to Big Sky.”

Kristin Gardner, Executive Director of the Gallatin 
River Task Force (formerly known as Blue Water 
Task Force), was also at the January meeting, and 
when American Rivers contacted her organization 
last winter to solicit community outreach about the 
proposal, she welcomed the opportunity.

“Having the designation [on the Gallatin] will add 
an extra layer of protection,” Gardner said. “There 
is that hope that once it has [Wild and Scenic] 
designation people might value it differently.”

GRTF hosted a showing of “DamNation” – a 
documentary about dam removal in the U.S. and 
its positive effects on river ecology – at the Warren 
Miller Performing Arts Center in July. Aaron 
Pruzan, owner of Rendezvous River Sports and 
Jackson Hole Kayak School in Jackson, Wyo., spoke 
about the positive economic effects that the Wild 
and Scenic designation of the Snake River has had 
on his community.

In spring 2014, Montanans for Healthy Rivers 
hired two independent polling services – one 
conservative and one liberal, according to Drimal 
– to gauge public feedback on the proposal. More 
than 400 Montanans were asked about the added 
value of rivers to their lifestyle – 85 percent believe 
healthy rivers are important to the economy and 
their way of life, and 75 percent believe the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act is valuable and should be 
used in the state. 
 
“This shows Montanans are intimately connected 
to our rivers,” Drimal said.

After the citizen proposal is released this 
spring, Montanans for Healthy Rivers will host 
community meetings around the state before 
refining it into a federal legislative proposal.

“We want to hear what Montanans have to say,” 
Fiebig said. “We want to advocate for the protection 
of rivers that local communities also want 
protected.”

Montana group pushing for Wild and Scenic river designations

A fisherman tosses a fly into the Gallatin River in mid-March. The Gallatin is one of the rivers being considered for Wild and Scenic designation under a citizens proposal being drafted by Montanans for Healthy Rivers. 
PHOTO BY WES OVERVOLD



ROCKY MOUNTAIN ELK FOUNDATION

Event proceeds bene� t elk, other wildlife, their habitat and our hunting heritage

MAY 5TH    4:30pm    MSU STRAND UNION BUILDING

For more information call 
Becky Arbuckle (406) 285-3819 
or email tfemt@aol.com 

Scan for event details

hours.
Sunday 1-5p.m.
Monday 10a.m.-6p.m.
(Toddlers Storytime 10:30 a.m.)
Tuesday 4-8p.m.
Wednesday 4-8p.m.
Closed Thursday-Saturday

Public Computers 
available here. All are 

welcome.

Located at the north end 
of Ophir School

bigskylibrary.org

Toddler Storytime
Mon. 4/20 & 4/27

at 10:30 am
Everyone is welcome!

Announcements

“Sustainer”  30x40

Creighton Block Gallery
33 Lone Peak Drive
Big Sky, MT
406.993.9400

Paula Pearl
Capturing the Spirit of Life
paulapearl.com

Represented by:

IICRC CERTIFIED FIRM • 24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES

BIG SKY’S RESTORATION & 
TEXTILE CLEANING SPECIALIST SINCE 1988

Our Mission:To provide the best possible service 
to our clients through education, experience, 
courtesy, honesty and professionalism.
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BOZEMAN – With the advent of Redbox and 
online streaming services like Netflix and On 
Demand in the past decade, movie stores began 
rapidly disappearing nationwide. 

In January 2014, DISH Network announced that its 
subsidiary Blockbuster would be closing all of its 
remaining U.S. retail stores and distribution centers. 

“This is not an easy decision, yet consumer demand 
is clearly moving to digital distribution of video 
entertainment,” said Joseph P. Clayton, DISH 
president and chief executive officer in a press 
release. 

Despite this trend, some independent film stores 
have managed to offer customers something they 
can’t get with the click of a button. And with 
loyal fan bases, they’re not just surviving – they’re 
thriving. 

Movie Lovers, Bozeman’s only independent 
movie store, is more than a means of accessing 
entertainment. It’s a space where folks can slow 
down for a minute and interact with others. 

“[People] like the ritual of coming to their bricks 
and mortar store,” said owner Jill Joyce. “They love 
the clerks and having conversations with other 
customers. Netflix is very convenient, but it’s very 
isolating – it doesn’t have a community or culture 
around it.” 

Located at the intersection of West Main Street 
and South 23rd Avenue in the University Square 
Shopping Center, Movie Lovers opened in 1984 
under the name “Tape King.” As inventory 
transitioned to DVD’s, former owner Doug Aita 
changed the name to reflect that shift. 

Rumors of the store’s 
closing circulated last 
year as Aita prepared 
for retirement. 
However, longtime 
customer Joyce stepped 
in and purchased the 
store on April 1, 2014, 
to preserve the space 
she and so many others 
had come to adore.

“Movie Lovers is a 
really vibrant store and 
financially solvent,” 
Joyce said. “It appears 
it’s going to be that way 
for years to come.”

Although Joyce 
enjoys a good flick, she 
attributes the store’s 
success primarily 
to the clerks whose 
knowledge brings 
customers back time and again. 

“It’s nice to have an actual conversation with 
somebody and discuss the movies because you 
can think outside the box, as opposed to what the 
machine or Internet suggest,” said Brad Van Wert, 
35, who’s been renting at Movie Lovers for 10 years 
– as long as Tyler Hanson’s been working there. 

As a passionate movie buff, Hanson, 32, spends a lot 
of time inside, watching films. The store offers him 
a social outlet and a place to connect with others, 
using his expertise to help customers make movie 
choices. 

“It’s really cool to be able to express your love for 
your favorite thing and share it with people who are 
less tuned in,” said Hanson, adding that he often 
makes recommendations to patrons who don’t have 

time to browse the aisles, but still want to watch a 
quality film. 

“Building trust with customers is what it is,” he 
said. “We do the hard work so they don’t have to. 
People can skip the process of research.”

The store’s demographic is as broad as its selection, 
with older customers who have been renting for 
years; MSU film students who admire the extensive 
catalog and intelligence of the staff; parents who 
come to teach their kids how to make choices and 
peruse the aisles; and younger teens whose worlds 
are just starting to expand. 

Jim Burt, who’s celebrating his 13th year as a Movie 
Lovers clerk, says his favorite part about the job is 
conversing with shoppers on a range of topics, not 
just movies.  

“There are a lot of educated and well-informed 
people who come in here, so it’s a blast to talk to 
[them],” Burt said. “I’ve gotten to known them so 
well over the years.”

Now more than ever, Burt says, the store is like a 
library. 

“There’s a lot of history here – a lot to do with 
culture,” Burt said. “The current thoughts of 
humanity are on display. It’s important not just for 
entertainment, but for education.”

A space for learning and shared experiences, Movie 
Lovers has a strong following in Bozeman that 
seems to be growing. Joyce believes there will 
always be a place for physical media. She compares 
her store to Country Bookshelf, a successful 
independent bookstore on Main Street that has 
broad community support. 

“Our world’s so disconnected,” Joyce said. “It’s all 
about convenience. You come to a place like this, 
and you realize that [connection] is what you’re 
longing for.”

Bozeman’s Movie Lovers offers more than films

This is Tyler Hanson’s 10th year working as a clerk at Movie Lovers. He says movies have been the one constant in his life that never gets old. 

Owner Jill Joyce says Movie Lovers isn’t trying to offer the cheapest or most convenient option. Rather, they aim to 
provide customers with a rich, worthwhile experience. 

 



J O I N  T O D AY
877.818.9111    

summitairambulance.com

MEMBER 
BENEFITS

Dad’s life saved

$65 per year

No out-of-pocket 
expenses

L O O K I N G  F O R  A  N E W  CA R E E R ?  Big Sky Medical 

Center’s Job Fair is coming to Big Sky on Thursday, April 

30, 4 pm-7 pm. The job fair will take place in the Big Sky 

Interim Corporate Office in the Town Center, 33 Lone Peak 

Dr., Suite 203.

We’ll be taking applications for the following positions/areas.

Housekeepers

Lab Techs

Patient 

Representatives

Radiology Techs

Receptionists

Registered Nurses

Medical Assistants 

(for Clinic)

Hiring will begin in June and continue through the fall. For 

more information call Bozeman Deaconess Human Resources 

at 406-414-5421 or go to bigskymedicalcenter.com. We look 

forward to working with you!

It’s not just a 
daydream if you 
decide to 
make it your life

- Train
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BY JOHANNE BOUCHARD
EXPLORE BIG SKY BUSINESS COLUMNIST

On April 1 we began 
the second quarter 
of the fiscal year. It’s 
an opportune time to 
check the pulse of your 
business, no matter 
how small it might 

be. One area deserving special attention during 
this evaluation should be how you’ve attended to, 
served and engaged with your customers to create a 
loyal relationship. 

It’s wise to step back and reflect on how 
your business ranked according to customer 
expectations, and whether it delivered an optimal 
client experience. Even if your bottom line is 
showing all the signs of growth and success, never 
assume what your customers’ expectations are, or 
their satisfaction level. You need to reach out to 
them, and ideally more than once a year.

Businesses successfully grow when they attract 
customers best suited for their services and 
products, and retain this clientele. As owners 
and leaders, you benefit by ensuring that your 
employees understand your goals and objectives 

in serving these patrons, because they’re often the 
main interface with your customers.

Don’t assume anything about your customers’ 
experience, since anything could affect the reputation 
of your business. Here’s a list of questions to ask during 
your business evaluation:

Are you targeting the right people?
Defining the attributes of your ideal customers is key 
to determining who fits the right profile for what you 
market and sell. Genders, age groups, type of work they 
do, leisure activities and approach to making decisions 
about purchasing are a few examples. 

It’s less costly to maintain relationships and get repeat 
purchases from an existing, satisfied customer than 
to gain new ones. You typically need to educate new 
customers about your products and services, while 
existing customers shouldn’t require the time to 
explain what you do and why. In the process of building 
your customer base, it’s important to identify the 
attributes of your optimal clientele.

Are you fostering loyalty?
Creating loyalty is as simple as taking the time to thank 
customers when you greet them or when they make a 
purchase, and it’s important to send personalized emails 
for special events. Everyone in your business needs to 
be clear about how you intend to build loyalty. 

Do you continually track customer satisfaction?
Don’t assume anything about the level of customer 
service you deliver. Reach out to your customers and 
solicit their feedback, and ask the ones you know best 
how your business is being perceived and how you 
compare to the competition.

Do you empower and engage your customers as your 
advocates?
Don’t shy away from asking for referrals and 
testimonials to use in promotions when your 
customers feel comfortable supporting you.

Businesses are built with consumers in mind. Making 
it clear to your staff that awareness and response to 
customer satisfaction are priorities that will serve 
you well. Taking the time to reach out to satisfied 
customers and soliciting their feedback will promote 
loyalty and give you valuable insights. Contacting 
less-satisfied customers to learn their views can help 
you make educated business choices, and may convert 
some into repeat visitors. 

In this era of Yelp and other online reviews, nearly 
everyone has a mobile phone in their pocket at all 
times. Make sure these devices are an asset and not a 
liability, by keeping your customer-satisfaction game 
sharp!

Know your customers

 
 

Johanne Bouchard, a former high-tech marketing executive, is 
a leadership advisor to CEOs, executives and entrepreneurs, as 
well as an expert in corporate board composition and dynamics. 
An avid skier, Bouchard and her husband have a second home in 
Big Sky. See more at johannebouchard.com.
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BY TAYLOR-ANN SMITH
EXPLORE BIG SKY GRAPHIC DESIGNER

BOZEMAN – Lauren Caselli prides herself on helping women conceive, plan and 
execute business events. Her company, Lauren Caselli Events, focuses on a niche 
market of female entrepreneurs whose businesses are primarily online, and who 
want to host live events. 

Caselli hosted the inaugural 
“Boss Lady Bash” on April 
7 at The Lark motel, and 
40 female entrepreneurs 
from the area attended. 
Participants split into 
various groups each with 
a facilitator, and the ladies 
discussed their struggles 
and successes. 

“I created the Boss Lady 
Bash [as] a space for women 
who were just like me at 
that plateau stage, and to 
bring them an opportunity 
to connect with fellow 
women in a comfortable 
atmosphere,” Caselli said. 
“It’s about the joy and 
struggles – mostly struggles 
– of owning a business and 
still living your everyday 
life.” 

To get to know the attendees, Caselli built a survey prior to the event and 
organized the groups based on participant compatibility and on which 
individuals might learn the most from each other. Attendees were also asked 
to create momentum for the event by posting on their Instagram account 
about why they love being business owners.

Caselli found her calling while working in the wedding and events industry 
for five years in New York City. After years of planning extravagant, 
high-end conferences and retreats, she decided that the industry was “too 
corporate” for her and took time off to spend a summer working for Alpengirl 
– an overnight adventure camp for young girls – in Montana during 2012. 
It was during this trip when she fell in love with the state’s slow and simple 
lifestyle, which led her to move to Bozeman in September of that year.

Caselli spent the next two years struggling to start Lauren Caselli Events 
and find her identity in the industry. She attributes her success to meeting 
inspiring, supportive women in the Bozeman community who shared her 
struggles as business owners. Caselli says she was overwhelmed by their 
supportive advice, willingness to listen, and desire to help her gain clientele. 
It’s within these friendships that Caselli realized she wasn’t alone and wanted 
to help alleviate that stress for others. 

Jasmine Snyder, owner of Whipped Confections, attended the event as a local 
sponsor and facilitator. Snyder said she was excited by the number of people 
she met, especially those in non-creative fields that offered her advice she 
wouldn’t otherwise seek. 

“I love what Lauren is doing by creating a networking event for those that 
typically dread the idea,” Snyder said. “We were able to come to the table 
with the good, bad, and ugly stories of owning our business because that’s the 
reality of it.” 

Boss Lady Bash is Caselli’s passion project and one she hopes to continue. She 
wants to break down competition between local businesses to further develop 
community bonds, she says.

“Being generous and helpful only betters your business,” Caselli said. “And 
the more generous we all are, the more we’ll succeed as business owners.”

BUSINESS

‘Boss Lady Bash’ brings female entrepreneurs together

32 MARKET PLACE, MEADOW VILLAGE, BIG SKY  (406) 995�4522

BIG SKY’S ONLY FULL-SERVICE WORKOUT FACILITY
OPEN 5 A.M.-10 P.M. 7 DAYS A WEEK
DAY, WEEK AND YEAR-LONG MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE
VISIT OZSSAGE.COM/GYM.PHP FOR DETAILS

Lauren Caselli shares her endeavors in the business world at the 
inaugural Boss Lady Bash. 
PHOTOS COURTESY OF CITIZEN LUCIDA PHOTOGRAPHY

Female entrepreneurs from the Bozeman area gathered at The Lark to talk about their businesses and gain insight 
from fellow attendees. 
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River Runs Through It * / Yellowstone Club / 7 bedrooms, 10 bathrooms  /  13,349 SQ FT. / $13,000,000

Doc’s Holiday*
Yellowstone Club
6 bedrooms, 6 bathrooms 
8,120 SQ FT. 
$8,200,000

208 Andesite*
Yellowstone Club
5 bedrooms, 6 bathrooms 
6,312 SQ FT. 
$5,900,000

214 W. Pine Cone Terrace
Aspen Groves
4 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms 
4,268 SQ FT. 
$1,500,000

Lot 332 Upper Cedarview* / Yellowstone Club /  4.6 ACRES / $4,400,000

Lot 144A Pumice*
Yellowstone Club
2 ACRES
$1,950,000

Cascade Lot 287A
Big Sky Mountain
1.04 ACRES
$529,000

Joy Road Lot 3
Big Sky Mountain
6.83 ACRES 
$415,000

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

LUXURY LAND

LUXURY HOMES



With the 2015 winter season coming to an end many of you 
reading this are probably preparing for a little off-season R&R. 
Or if you are in Big Sky enjoying the tail end of the ski season 
consider some time on the river. Fishing has been great and 
should continue to be through late April into March.

Baetis, midges and Little Black Stones are still the bugs DuJo-
ur on the Gallatin. The dry fl y fi shing has been great on cloudy 

Brought to you by Jimmy Armijo-Grover, General Manager

Locals Fishing Report from Gallatin River Guides
BWO Biot Cripple

Dirty Bird Hare’s Ear

Silvey’s Adult Midge

Quigley’s Drowned Midge

days and challenging to non-existent on sunny days. On sunny 
days look for shady sections of the river to fi nd more fi sh on 
top. Try Wilcox’s Lowriders, Para Adams, Sparkle Compara-
duns and BWO Cripples in 16-18, Silvey’s Adult or Hatching 
Midges in 18-20 or a CDC Cluster Midge on the surface. 9’ 5x 
Leaders and plenty of fl y powder are recommended for these 
little guys.

Nymphing has changed a bit on the Gallatin with the return 
of dry fl y fi shing. Believe it or not, Pat’s Rubbers Legs haven’t 
been the go-to fl y. Anglers have been fi shing lighter rigs with 
Dirty Bird Hare’s Ears, Prince Nymphs, Pheasant Tails, Green 
Machines, Quigley’s Drowned Midges, worms and eggs all on 
relatively short leaders with little weight. Stick to shallower 
riffl es, heads of runs and even pocket water. Cover some water 
until you fi nd good numbers of fi sh feeding.

Fishing on the Yellowstone and Madison Rivers has also been 
fun and is fi shing similarly to the Gallatin. Some great dry 
fl y days when the conditions are right and pretty consistent 
nymph fi shing. On the Lower fi sh more soft hackle patterns, 
Czech style nymphs, Crayfi sh, etc. or big Prince Nymphs, Pat’s 
Rubber Legs and Woolly Buggers on the Yellowstone.

In the not too distant future we’ll start seeing good numbers of 
Mother’s Day Caddis, so get your caddis box in order!

Tight lines and wet hands!

Since ’84. Fine Purveyors of Fly Fishing Awesome-ness.

GEAR. GUIDES. HONEST INFO.
Serving Big Sky, Yellowstone Park, and Southwest Montana

montanafl yfi shing.com • 406-995-2290
Pat Straub; Montana licensed outfi tter #7878

Visit our blog for good things: BigSkyFishBlog.com

WIlcox’s Lowrider

20 Acre Gallatin Club Homestead Parcels // Starting at $175,000

Call Today for Real Estate & Membership Information
3200 Nixon Gulch Road • Manhattan, MT • Real Estate Sales & Concierge 406.284.3200 • GallatinClub.com

Gallat inClub.com

R E A L  E S TAT E  F O R  T H E  O U T D O O R  E N T H U S I A S T.
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April 28	

Seeley-Swan HS Invitational @ Seeley-Swan	
9:00 a.m	

April 30 	

Three Forks HS Invitational @ Three Forks	
10:00 a.m.	
							     
May 6	

*Possible Gardiner HS Meet @ Livingston	
TBD	

May 11-13	

State C Golf Championships @ Shelby                  
TBD

LONE PEAK HIGH SCHOOL 
GOLF SCHEDULE / 2015 SEASON

*Junior Varsity Golf Meets TBD based on Participation 
Numbers and Meet Availability - Departure Times/Locations/
Bus - TBD

BY TYLER ALLEN
EXPLORE BIG SKY SENIOR EDITOR

BOZEMAN – The Lone Peak High School golf teams brought their irons 
north to Bridger Creek Golf Course in Bozeman on April 14. The boys’ 
team placed third out of 13 squads, and the girls took fourth in a field of 
nine, at the Manhattan High School Invitational.

Junior Charlie Johnson shot a 79 – his lowest round in tournament play – on 
his 17th birthday. Seniors Quinn and Trevor House scored an 80 and 81 
respectively, and freshman Liam Germain qualified for the state tournament 
with a 107. It was the first round of 18 holes Germain had ever played, after 
two practices this spring.

Senior Teyha Braun, who shot an 88, paced the Lady Big Horns, and senior 
Janie Izzo scored a round of 110 – both qualified for states at the Boulder 
High School Invitational in Helena on April 9. Junior Katie Reid qualified 
for states in Bozeman with a 116 – girls must shoot a 120 or below in tourna-
ment play to qualify – and sophomore Saylor Tatom just missed qualifying 
with a round of 126, the second 18-hole round in her young career.

“I recruited quite a few pros in the area … that have been working with the 
kids,” said first year Head Coach David Hardwick, who is also the Director 
of Lodge and Golf Operations at the Yellowstone Club. 

Greg Wagner and Mike Wilcynski from Moonlight Basin and Jenny Wil-
cynski from the Yellowstone Club have all offered their services to the high 
school golfers this season. Hardwick said he’s also recruiting Tim Phelps 
from Spanish Peaks Mountain Club. The team has been practicing on the 
golf simulator at Lone Peak Brewery, Bozeman’s Black Bull golf course and 
the Big Sky Resort driving range, retrieving their own balls.

The LPHS golf teams take a week off for spring break and return to action 
Tuesday, April 28 at the Seely-Swan High School Invitational.

Big Horn golf in full swing

contact  outlaw Partners (406) 995-2055 
or media@theoutlawPartners.com

bus wraPs available  - Target 
thousands of local consumers including Resort 
employees, permanent residents, MSU Students 
and 300,000 seasonal tourists

let mobile 

advertising 

drive business 

to you!

The 2015 Lone Peak High School golf teams at Bozeman’s Bridger Creek Golf Course on April 14. Top (L-R): Charlie 
Johnson, Trevor House, Assistant Coach Tate Tatom, Quinn House and Liam Germain. Bottom (L-R): Saylor Tatom, Tehya 
Braun, Katie Reid, Janie Izzo and Dee Pruiett. PHOTO BY DAVID HARDWICK
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April 24 		   Townsend Tournament @ Townsend HS				             TBD

April 25		   Townsend Tournament @ Townsend HS				             TBD

April 30 		   Philipsburg Matches @ Philipsburg HS		          	                      11:00 a.m.

May 7 		   Philipsburg Matches @ Philipsburg HS	  			              TBD

May 8 		   Southeast B-C Divisional Tournament @ TBA 			    TBD

May 9 		   Southeast B-C Divisional Tournament @ TBA 			    TBD

May 14 		   State B-C Tennis Championships @ Great Falls			    TBD

May 15 		   State B-C Tennis Championships @ Great Falls			    TBD

May 16		   State B-C Tennis Championships @ Great Falls			    TBD

LONE PEAK HIGH SCHOOL 
TENNIS SCHEDULE / 2015 SEASON

*Additional Tournaments or Matches may be added to the Schedule based on availability and team needs*

DATE LOCATION TIME

BIG SKY – The Big Sky Softball League’s preseason meeting is scheduled for May 
5 at the L&K Real Estate office, located above Grizzly Outfitters in the Town 
Center’s RJS Tower Building. 

Season details will be outlined at the meeting, including information on how to 
sign up. People interested in starting teams are encouraged to attend, and teams 
must register for the league no later than May 10. 

The Big Sky Softball League is co-ed and the season runs from June through the 
end of August, with games played at the Big Sky Community Park. It’s the com-
munity’s largest organized sport with over 500 participants annually. 

Players who aren’t on a team but are interested in joining the league, can email 
bigskysoftball@gmail.com and request to join a squad. All other softball ques-
tions can be sent here as well.  – M.W.

Big Sky Softball League up to bat
Pre-season meeting scheduled May 5

It was a close game between Black Bear and the Yellowstone Club at the 2014 tournament. PHOTO BY MARIA WYLLIE



BIG LIFESTYLE
Big Sky

BHHSMT.COM | 406.995.4060 | 55 LONE PEAK DRIVE | BIG SKY TOWN CENTER

SPANISH PEAKS CLUB #23 E
$679,000 • #200659 • Call Stacy or Eric

3 br, 3 ba furnished end unit 2,548± s.f.
Gourmet kitchen, S.S. appliances, granite
Private side entry; groomed ski trails by complex.
Complex pool, club house, exercise room.  

50 CLIFF MANOR
$1,770,000 • #203027 • Call Don

4 bd, 5 ba, 5,212 +/- s.f., 1.54 +/- acres
Custom Gallatin River home w/ 2 master suites
Gourmet kitchen combined w/ great room
East side virtually all windows looking at river

HILL CONDO #1298
 $155,000 • #203265 • Call Marc

2 bd, 1 ba, 668 +/- s.f. Hill condo
Loft Hill Condo offers high ceilings, expanded living
Wonderful opportunity for Big Sky home ownership
Located in the Mountain Village area

BLACK OTTER ROAD, SILVERBOW CONDO 31
$220,000 • #202413 • Call Marc

2 bd, 1 ba, 800 +/- s.f., Meadow Village condo
Adjacent to Arnold Palmer designed golf course
Wood F/P;  patio extends living area, pool access
Enjoy the Town Center, close to restaurants, groceries

An independently owned and operated broker member of BRER Affi liates, Inc. Prudential, the Prudential logo and Rock symbol are service marks of Prudential Financial, Inc. and its related entities, registered in many jurisdictions worldwide. Used under license with no other affi liation of Prudential. Equal Housing Opportunity. All information contained herein is derived from sources deemed 
reliable; however, is not guaranteed by Prudential Montana Real Estate, Managing Broker, Agents or Sellers. Offering is subject to error, omissions, prior sales, price change or withdrawal without notice and approval of purchase by Seller. We urge independent verifi cation of each and every item submitted, to the satisfaction of any prospective purchaser.

    DON PILOTTE BROKER, GRI, RRS, SFR 406.580.0155 | STACY OSSORIO BROKER 406.539.8553 | ERIC OSSORIO BROKER 406.539.9553
TONI DELZER SALES ASSOCIATE 406.570.3195 | MARC LAUERMANN SALES ASSOCIATE, ABR, SFR 406.581.8242

Land Listings:

Residential:

BEAVER CREEK WEST, LOT 13
$499,000 • #195161 • Call Don

20 +/- acres, lot 13 w/ spectacular views
Located on a gentle slope, private driveway
Ideal for a new home, well is drilled
Short distance to NFS land/Trails

LOST TRAILS, TRACT 8
$778,000 • #200670 • Call Don

20 +/- acres, sunny, south-facing building site
Between Mountain and Meadow Villages
Spectacular views all around
Community water system with fi re fl ow

1214 SILVERADO TRAIL
$2,600,000 • #202031 • Call Stacy or Eric

5 br, 4 ba, furnished 6,663± s.f.
4.7± wooded acres, Gourmet kitchen
3 car heated garage, massive covered porch
Expansive views of Spanish Peaks and Lone Mtn

NORTH FORK, COS 1740, TRACT 2C
$975,000 • #199007  • Call Stacy or Eric

20 +/- acres on private access gated North Fork Rd
Direct creek frontage, beautiful building site
Adjacent to Lone Mountain Ranch trails
Triple Triangle Ranch; Agent owned 

LITTLE COYOTE ROAD, LOT #37
$239,000 • #200028 • Call Stacy or Eric

.28 +/- acres Meadow Village lot
Flat south facing lot backing to green belt
Easy walk to park, tennis courts, restaurants
In the heart of Meadow Village; Community W/S

149 FOURPOINT RD, ANTLER RIDGE LOT
$225,000 • #202467 • Call Don

.35 +/- acre ridge lot, great building site
Views of Lone Mtn, Yellow Mtn, and canyon
One of the fi rst lots sold when initially offered.
Rolling hillside topogra with community W/S

PRICE REDUCTION

PRICE REDUCTION



register today
for the upcoming 

community cleanse: 
May 6-19

406-993-2510  •  169 Snowy Mountain Circle  •  Big Sky, Montana

santoshabigsky.com

Bringing you closer to Santosha (contentment) today...

yoga
massage

acupuncture

chiropractic
ayurveda

thai massage

10-11am
All Levels Adult 

Ballet

5-6:15pm
All Levels Yoga

8-8:45am
Sound Bath 
Meditation

9-10:15am 
All Levels Yoga

6-7:15pm
All Levels Yoga

7-8am 
All Levels Yoga
8:15-9:15am 

Pilates
9:30-10:45am 
All Levels Yoga
5:30-6:15pm
Sound Bath 
6:30-8pm

All Levels Yoga

6-7am
All Levels Yoga

9-10:15am 
All Levels Yoga 
5:30-6:30pm
Gentle Yoga

7-8am
All Levels Yoga
8:15-9:15am

Pilates
9:30-10:45am
All Levels Yoga

8:30-9:30am
Level II Yoga

10-11:30am
Amrit Yoga

5:30-7:30pm 
The Practice 

(1st and 3rd Friday 
of the Month)

9-10:15am
All Levels Yoga

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

WINTER SCHEDULE

WE DELIVER 406.995.2305
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 7AM-10PM
CHECK OUT OUR MENU: 
BIGSKYBLUEMOONBAKERY.COM
LOCATED IN WESTFORK PLAZA MALL  
BIG SKY, MONTANA

TRY A BENNY FOR BREAKFAST
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BY SCOTTIE WILLIAMS
EXPLORE BIG SKY CONTRIBUTOR

BIG SKY – Big Sky Resort and the Subaru Freeride Series 
canceled the final stop of the season, March 24-27 on the 
Headwaters Cirque venue, for the safety of the competi-
tors. Leading up to the scheduled competition, southwest 
Montana experienced unseasonably warm temperatures 
and received little snow, making conditions undesirable 
for riders and SFS officials. 

With the final two series stops being canceled – including 
the Alyeska, Alaska event – due to snow conditions, the 
champions were crowned based on their performances at 
Snowbird, Utah and Telluride, Colo. Big Sky’s Chance 
Lenay, a 26-year-old Lone Peak Tram operator, took third 
place in the SFS men’s snowboard division during this 
abbreviated season.

Lenay moved to Big Sky from Gig Harbor, Wash. in 2007. 
He’s been competing at a high level for four years and 
has pursued podiums on the Subaru Freeride Series and 
the North Face Masters of snowboarding. Lenay began 
competing in 2011, finishing second in the Headwaters 
Runoff. Four years later he now shares the podium with 
Canadian Jonathon Pennfield and Harrison Fitch of Salt 
Lake City, Utah, in third place for the 2015 SFS overall 
point standings. The SFS is now one of the most presti-
gious big mountain competitions in the U.S.

“I am beyond stoked with the third place finish,” Lenay 
said. “The podium finish, honestly, re-instilled my 
confidence in competing. I am more motivated than ever 
to throw down next season and go for a [Freeride] World 
Tour spot.”

Lenay has been fine-tuning his snowboarding skills on 
Lone Mountain since Big Sky Resort and Moonlight 
Basin merged in 2013. He spent previous years hiking the 
Headwaters Cirque with daily dedication, giving him an 
advantage during competitions held on the north-facing 
venue. When Big Sky and Moonlight became one resort, 
Lenay changed jobs from a Headwaters chairlift operator 
to Big Sky’s tram. 

After spending very little time on the south face of Lone 
Mountain in the past, Lenay says he improved his skills 
by finding new lines with creative features all over the 
mountain, and they’ve made him a better rider.

After sending a large air in the direction of the high-ener-
gy crowd, Lenay finished 16th in early February at Snow-
bird. In March at Telluride, Lenay rode in control during 
both days of competition, and launched one of the biggest 
airs of the final day, landing in fourth place. 

The final two stops of the season were each canceled a 
few days prior to the scheduled start of the events, where 
Lenay would have been battling for second place overall, 
with first place already secured by Pennfield.

Family and friends encouraged Lenay throughout the 
season, cheering him on at home through the live, online 
broadcasts. 

“Being able to watch him express his talent and passion 
while competing, is both a gift to me and an emotional 
roller coaster,” said Chance’s mother Cyndi Lenay. “I 
probably don’t even breathe until the next day [after the 
competitions].”

Lenay says he appreciates Big Sky’s Lift Operations 
Manager Ross Smethurst for allowing him the time off 
to pursue his passions, as well as the rest of his support 
network.

“I can’t go without also thanking my mom Cyndi, my 
girlfriend Amy Viers, and my wonderful family, as well as 
the Big Sky community for all their support,” Lenay said. 

Lenay lands third on SFS tour

Chance Lenay airs it out on the north side of Big Sky Resort. PHOTO BY NILES GREY JERAN

Lenay picks his way through the Headwaters Cirque during the 2014 Subaru Freeride Series competition. PHOTO BY MITCH CASEY
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BY JACKIE RAINFORD 
CORCORAN
EXPLORE BIG SKY HEALTH COLUMNIST 

It’s becoming common 
knowledge that 
meditation is good for us. 
The Western medicine 
powerhouse Mayo Clinic 
in Rochester, Minn. 
states on their website 
that meditation may help 

manage everything from anxiety disorders and 
asthma, to cancer, depression and heart disease, 
among others.
	
The beauty of meditation is that it’s free, has no 
negative side effects, and can be done just about 
anywhere, anytime and by anyone. But many 
Americans have issues embracing this potent 
remedy, and the reasons are varied. 

We’re taught at an early age that being successful 
members of society means we need to be busy. We 
often publicize our overwhelming schedules and 
stressed-out minds with pride – for many these are 
status symbols. Sitting still and doing absolutely 
nothing goes against the glorified overachiever 
way of life. If you fit into this category, consider 

that famous overachievers Kobe Bryant, Arianna 
Huffington and Oprah Winfrey all meditate.

For many of us, it’s also outside of our cultural 
comfort zone. Chanting “Om,” focusing on our 
breath and stilling our thoughts can seem just plain 
weird. And for what reward? It certainly doesn’t 
offer the instant gratification that a steak, glass of 
wine, or bowl of ice cream does.

Also, who has the time for such an intangible 
chore? Why add another thing to an already 
overwhelming to-do list?

If you’re interested in mediation but relate to these 
obstacles or others, I have a seven-second solution 
for you that could help get you on your way.

It’s a new app called “7 Second Meditation.”

This free app, created by Bozeman resident Justin 
Chapweske, sends you a reminder on your phone or 
computer every day at a time you set. For me, that’s 
at 5 p.m. I use it then in lieu of a glass of happy-
hour spirits. 

A recent message it delivered to me: “Take a breath 
– this experience is perfectly pure, regardless of 
your judgments – smile.” I took a breath, then 
observed my environment as perfectly pure. I let go 

of any judgment and smiled. It took seven seconds 
to create a new and better frame of mind.

Will this app bring me everlasting enlightenment? 
That’s unlikely, but it’s a small step in the right 
direction.

This plan differs from other daily meditation 
practices I’ve attempted in that it’s doable for me 
right now. It fits into my schedule, it’s easy and I 
enjoy it. So while it’s not the most exceptional way 
to meditate, it’s better than all the other attempts 
I’ve made because I actually do it. 
 
Am I getting health benefits from it? Without 
having neurofeedback or blood work done to prove 
it, I know it feels good mentally and in my nervous 
system. My answer is a resounding, “Yes.”

Give it try, and let me know what you think.

Find the “7 Second Meditation” app at 
7secondmeditation.com or in your app store.

Jackie Rainford Corcoran is an IIN Certified Holistic 
Health Coach, an NASM Certified Personal Trainer, 
a public speaker and health activist. Contact her at 
jackie@thetahealth.com, or find more information at 
thetahealth.org.

Seven seconds to a better frame of mind

BY SCOTT MECHURA
EXPLORE BIG SKY FOOD COLUMNIST

As anyone in the 
hospitality industry 
knows, the workweek is 
far longer than 40 hours. 
Chefs have known this for 
decades. 

This is not to say that 
fellow hospitality peers 

don’t share the same schedule, because most of the 
time they do. It’s common to hit the 40-hour mark 
with a couple days left to go in the week. 

In today’s society, professionals have increasingly 
demanding work lives and schedules as well. There 
simply aren’t enough hours in the day for work, 
families and personal lives. But aside from the 
physical time spent at our jobs, what about the time 
spent on our jobs?

When I travel with friends on vacation, by about the 
fourth or fifth day the shine wears off and they start 
talking about all the work piling up when they return 
to the office. It feels good to realize in those moments 

that there essentially is no work stacking up for me 
when I return to the kitchen. 

As chefs we realize, historically, that work stays at 
work. Our industry has a clear beginning and end to 
the day. Sure there’s some pre-vacation prep work to 
be done, but after all we can’t take the ovens home 
with us, right?  

Thanks (thanks?!) to smartphones, laptops, and our 
society demanding immediate satisfaction, we’re 
connected 24-7, and it’s increasingly easy to take our 
work home with us. Why should I sit in an office 
working on my staff’s schedule or writing a special 
menu while years of humming hood fans in the 
distance slowly deteriorate my hearing? I can bring 
my laptop home and work on a menu or my schedule 
for the week. But should I? 

In the days before smartphones were commonplace, 
a previous employer once upgraded me from a 
mobile phone to a Blackberry. I had it about an hour 
or so and was still trying to figure out its nuances 
when I received my first email from my boss. It 
simply read, “Congratulations, you are now never 
off.”

Unless you’re an NFL quarterback like Payton 
Manning, who seems to constantly study his craft, 
most of us try to achieve balance in our lives. My 
workplace is a steady beehive of activity. Even a slow 
day isn’t slow, and there’s constantly something to do. 

But it’s the unplugging that allows me to then plug 
back in more effectively. It took me a long time and 
some “encouragement” from my wife to figure this 
out. And I’m a better person for it. 

I believe it’s important to set some company (or 
personal, if you are self-employed) ground rules for 
being “off” from work. We can take our work home 
with us, but is it worth the time spent working in our 
own home environment? There’s a reason one is called 
work and the other is called home. 

Until I decide one day to bring one of Buck’s ovens 
home with me, I intend to keep it that way.

Scott Mechura has spent a life in the hospitality industry. 
He is a former certified beer judge and currently the 
Executive Chef at Buck’s T-4 Lodge in Big Sky.

Congratulations, you are now never off [work]

Amuse-bouche refers to an appetizer, and by French translation means, “to entertain the mouth.” 
It offers a glimpse into what you should expect from a meal. Also it’s free, compliments of the chef.
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A LOOK AT SIMPLE, 
HEALTHY SOLUTIONS FOR 
EVERDAY MEALS

Better Baking

Smarter carbs

Healthier proteins

smarter snacks

APPLESAUCE FOR SUGAR
Using applesauce in place of sugar can give the 
necessary sweetness without the extra calories 
and, well, sugar. One cup of unsweetened 
applesauce contains about 100 calories, while a 
cup of sugar can pack in more than 770 calories.

Tip: Sub applesauce for sugar in a 1:1 ratio, but 
for every cup of applesauce you use, reduce the 
amount of liquid in the recipe by 1/4 cup.

EVAPORATED SKIM MILK FOR CREAM
It’s the same consistency with a fraction of the 
fat. Evaporated milk tends to have a bit more 
sugar (only about 2 grams), but the major drop 
in fat content is well worth the switch. 

Tip: This substitute is an even swap.                          
1 cup cream = 1 cup evaporated milk

SPAGHETTI SQUASH FOR PASTA
Roasted and pulled apart with a fork, 
spaghetti squash is a great low-carb and 
lower-calorie substitute for pasta. One squash 
will yield between two and three servings.

CORN TORTILLA FOR FLOUR TORTILLA
Half the calories and fat make these an easy 
switch. A standard 6-inch corn tortilla 
contains about half the fat and calories and 
a quarter the sodium of a similar-sized flour 
tortilla.

PROSCIUTTO OR PANCETTA FOR BACON
Opting for a few slices of prosciutto or pancetta 
can help cut both calories and fat. While bacon 
has about 70 calories and 6 grams of fat per 
two slices, prosciutto has just 30 calories and 4 
grams of fat in an equally weighted sample.

BISON FOR BEEF
Higher in B vitamins and lower in fat, bison is a 
great substitute for the red meat standard.

HOMEMADE TRAIL MIX
The problem with most trail mixes? They 
pack in the sugar-filled, candy-coated choco-
late and dried fruit. Instead, make your own 
trail mix with unsalted nuts and dark choc-
olate bits (lower in sugar), which are high in 
free-radical-fighting flavonoids.

CINNAMON FOR CREAM & SUGAR 
Cutting out the cream and sugar in favor 
of a sprinkle of cinnamon can cut up to 70 
calories per cup. Plus, cinnamon is shown to 
help boost metabolism.

http://greatist.com/health/83-healthy-recipe-substitutions
http://www.myfitnesspal.com/food/calorie-chart-nutrition-facts
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/topics/food-safety-education/get-answers/food-safety-fact-sheets/meat-preparation/focus-on-bison/ct_index
http://www.livestrong.com/article/491512-does-cinnamon-increase-metabolism/

Sources:

BOZEMAN 
What Can You Change w/Consciousness?
Friday, April 17
Bozeman Public Library, 6:15 p.m. 

Musician Wellness Night
Thursday, April 23
Health in Motion Physical Therapy + Wellness, 5:30 p.m. 

Healthcare Connections Mobile Health
Tuesday, April 28
Bozeman Public Library, 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Free healthcare screenings, vaccinations and info. 

Roadmap of Tomorrow
Montana Nutrition Conference
Tuesday, April 28 – Wednesday, April 29
Grantree Inn, 7 a.m.  

Mindful Families Program
Sundays, 5 - 6:15 p.m. through May 10
Bozeman Dharma Center
Explore mindfulness exercises and Buddhist concepts with 
children ages 5-12, with a parent or caregiver. This 8-week 
session runs March 22 – May 10. Drop in to any or all. 

BIG SKY
Community Cleanse
May 6-19
Santosha Wellness Center

Designed by Taylor-Ann Smith



Gallatin
Motor CoMpany

31910 East FrontagE rd.
BozEman, mt 59715 • (406) 586-1771

BozEman-suBaru.com
new ownership • Great service • same location

visit our website for all new & used specials!

Best Price: $28,8469424 • 3.5L, V6,
Auto, AWD, 46k
miLes

2010 lexus rx350

Best Price: $5,990s44382A • fueL
efficient, hAtch-
bAck, 100k miLes

2007 TOYOTA YArIs

Best Price: $16,806cL6742 • 6k
miLes, LeAther

2013 VW PAssAT s

Best Price: $16,443cL6805A • GLs,
43k miLes, AWD

2010 HYuNDAI TuCsON

Best Price: $20,526c6789b • sPort,
6cYL, Lift, WheeLs,
26k miLes

2012 JeeP WrANgler

Best Price: $12,156h75024A • 57k
miLes

2013 HYuNDAI elANTrA

Best Price: $15,966V31210b • GLs,
AWD, 67k miLes

2011 HYuNDAI sANTA Fe

Best Price: $7,440s45229A •
LimiteD

2001 suBAru legACY

Best Price: $19,488s45336A • V6,
LeAther, AWD,
88k miLes

2010 gmC ACADIA slT

Best Price: $14,951
h76022A • Lim-
iteD, 52k miLes,
LeAther

2013 HYuNDAI elANTrA

Best Price: $18,184V32086A • 84k
miLes, mAnuAL

2011 suBAru OuTBACK

Best Price: $26,817
s45303A • LimiteD,
LeAther, sunroof,
17k miLes

2012 suBAru OuTBACK

Best Price: $11,950s45390A • V6,
sunroof, AWD,
81k miLes

2009 DODge JOurNeY sxT

Best Price: $13,950s45299A • 4cYL,
hAtchbAck, 26k
miLes

2012 sCION xD

Best Price: $22,9346802 • LeAther,
heAteD & PoWer
seAts, 35k miLes

2013 FOrD esCAPe sel

EvEry cErtifiEd PrE-ownEd subaru offErs: 7 year/100,000 mile powertrain warranty • $0 DeDuctible on stanDarD plans • factory-backeD coverage • carfax vehicle history report • anD more!

Best Price: $13,490s45305A • Auto,
V6, nAV., LeAther,
sunroof, 56k miLes

2008 NIssAN AlTImA sl

Best Price: $22,440
s44388A • 3.6r,
LimiteD, Auto, 41k
miLes

2011 suBAru TrIBeCA

Best Price: $22,800AWD, turbo, 24k
miLes!

2013 VW TIguAN

New
Ar
riv

Al

Best Price: $13,969s45436b • xrs,
nice tires, 61k
miLes

2009 TOYOTA COrOllA

Best Price: $13,652s45286A • 5
Door, 1.5L, 4cYL,
52k miLes

2013 HONDA FIT

Best Price: $10,899V32118A • mAnuAL,
neW GAskets
100k miLes

2007 suBAru FOresTer

We are a

Best Price Store!

Best Price: $7,980s45460b •
LimiteD, 116k
miLes

2000 suBAru OuTBACK

New
Ar
riv

Al

Best Price: $24,921s45435A • sPort,
ALLoYs, LeAther,
21k miLes

2013 HYuNDAI sANTA Fe

New
Ar
riv

Al

Best Price: $12,480c6824A • 4 Door,
4x4, tires, 5cYL,
104k miLes

2007 CHeVY COlOrADO

New
Ar
riv

Al



31910 East FrontagE rd. BozEman, mt 59715 • (406) 586-1771 • bozeman-subaru.com

With
sunroof

You have the go-anywhere capability of a Subaru, along with X-MODE™ and a surprisingly spacious upgraded interior. It’s the most
fuel-efficient midsize crossover in America11 at 33 mpg.3 The all-new 2015 Subaru Outback® is bound by nothing.

Built to take you
to the place you’ve
never been.

Subaru, Forester, Legacy and Outback are registered trademarks. 12014 Top Safety Picks include the 2015 Subaru Forester. 2EPA-estimated hwy fuel economy for 2015 Legacy 2.5i models. Actual mileage may vary. 3EPA-estimated hwy fuel economy for 2015 Outback 2.5i models. Actual mileage may vary.
4EPA-estimated hwy fuel economy for 2015 Subaru Forester 2.5i CVT models. Actual mileage may vary. 7PZEV emissions warranty applies to only certain states. See your retailer for complete information on emissions and new car limited warranties. 8Based on IHS Automotive, Polk U.S. total new light vehicle
registrations in the model years 2004 through 2013 (through October 2013) in the Non-Luxury Traditional Midsize Sedan segment for models that have been on the U.S. market for the entire ten-year time period. 11Based on EPA-estimated hwy fuel economy for 2015 model vehicles within the IHS Automotive,
Polk Non-Luxury Midsize CUV segment. 12Based on manufacturer-reported interior volumes according to the EPA’s Midsize Car class as of 7/1/14.

retail: $22,769

$22,132*

s45406, flf-11

sedans and wagons
available now!

* advertised price does not include tax, title or documentation fee. advertised price not available
With special financing. cannot be combined With other offers. see dealer for details.
offer ends 4/30/15.

retail: $27,315

$26,319*
9 to choose from
at this price or less!

s45386, fff-13

With all Weather
package

* advertised price does not include tax, title or documentation fee. advertised price not available
With special financing. cannot be combined With other offers. see dealer for details.
offer ends 4/30/15.

retail: $28,823

$28,093*
s45386, fdd-11

* advertised price does not include tax, title or documentation fee. advertised price not available
With special financing. cannot be combined With other offers. see dealer for details.
offer ends 4/30/15.

31910 East FrontagE rd. BozEman, mt 59715 • (406) 586-1771 bozeman-subaru.com

Gallatin Subaru
(Part of Gallatin motor comPany)

new ownership • Great service • same location

offerinG
Our Best Pricing!
check our Website bozeman-subaru.com
to see all of our inventory!

7 brand promises
• one low price, plain and simple, always
• relaxed shoppinG experience
• affordable financial solutions for today and your future
• real cash value for your trade
• the riGht vehicles at the riGht time
• you can't buy a wronG vehicle
• dependable service to meet your schedule

It’s not just a sedan, It’s a subaru!

more foresters arrIvIng daIly!

retail: $25,190

$24,368*
s45439, fad-11

* advertised price does not include tax, title or documentation fee. advertised price not available
With special financing. cannot be combined With other offers. see dealer for details.
offer ends 4/30/15. **environmental protection agency estimate, WWW.fueleconomy.gov

standard aWd, touchscreen
radio, backup camera, heated
seats, 36mpg hWy**

huge subaru Inventory to choose from!

large selectIon of subaru outbacks!



the     cave
Spirits & Gifts

END-OF-SEASON LOCALS’ 
CLEARANCE SALE 

ALL LIQUOR, WINE AND BEER 25% OFF!!
YES, YOU READ THAT CORRECTLY, 25% OFF FOLKS...COME IN AND STOCK UP.

+ 50-75% OFF ON SHIRTS, JEWELRY & GIFTS

LOCATED IN TOWN CENTER AT THE CORNER OF LONE MOUNTAIN 
TRAIL AND OUSEL FALLS ROAD

MONTANA STATE
LIQUOR STORE

BIG SKY’S
FULL SERVICE LIQUOR STORE BEER & 

WINE

(406) 995-4343  OPEN MON.-SAT. 10-8, SUN. 10-6

THURSDAY, APRIL 16-SATURDAY, APRIL 18

“I come to the Big Sky Town Center 
for the shopping and galleries”

-Katie, outside the Marketplace Building

The BIG SKY TOWN CENTER is the natural gathering place in Big 
Sky, Montana -  with restaurants, galleries, grocery stores, a movie 
theater and shopping, this is where Big Sky comes together.

WHERE BIG SKY COMES TOGETHER

bigskytowncenter.com

Located in Big  Sky Town Center
33 Lone Peak Drive

CREIGHTONBLOCKGALLERY.COM |  (406) 993-9400

Greg Woodard, “Ghost Rider,” Bronze, Edition of 21

Creighton Block
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BY ANDREW GRAHAM
EXPLORE BIG SKY CONTRIBUTOR

When the global architecture firm 
HOK turned to nature for design 
inspiration, Biomimicry 3.8’s team of 
world-class architects and engineers 
went to work.

This Missoula-based company 
combines for-profit consulting with 
not-for-profit advocacy to advance the 
field of biomimicry; solving human 
problems by replicating the adaptive 
mechanisms found in nature. The 
“3.8” in the company’s name refers to 
the 3.8 billion years life is believed to 
have existed on Earth, forming myriad 
solutions at evolution’s design table.

“Companies are trying to mimic what 
nature does because it’s efficient, saves 
them energy, it’s good for PR, and 
because it's cheaper,” says Robyn Klein, 
a biologist and research analyst for 3.8. 

Examples of biomimicry abound, and 
were present in industry before the 
term itself. Klein points out that one 
of the earliest industrial applications 
of biomimicry is Velcro, which was 
invented by a Swiss engineer who 
noticed the way plant burrs stuck to his 
dog. 

A more modern example is found in an 
office complex in tropical Zimbabwe. 
The building’s self-cooling system 
is inspired by termites that design 
their mounds to maintain a constant 
temperature, even as outside air temps 
swing from hot desert days to cold 
nights. The result is a building that uses 
90 percent less energy than those of 
similar size, according to 3.8’s website.

When a new client comes to 
Biomimicry 3.8 – and past business 
includes Coca-Cola, Boeing, Dupont, 
Nike and Shell, to name a few – the 
first step is to establish a challenge for a 
researcher like Klein to focus on.

With HOK, the challenge was to look 
at a biome, or particular ecosystem type, 
for lessons that could be applied to 
architecture. The Biomimicry 3.8 team 
chose to study temperate broadleaf 
forests, found all over the world.

Studying the designs and systems 
a forest uses to manage itself comes 
naturally to biologists; translating that 
knowledge for engineers and architects 
isn’t so easy.

“Part of the difficulty is that the 
language of biology is all around 
the organism and how the organism 
functions in its environment … The 
language of business doesn’t talk 
like that at all,” says Jakki Mohr, 
a University of Montana Regents 
professor of marketing who has 
researched biomimicry’s success in 
business culture. 

“We have to walk over to the middle 
of that bridge,” Klein says. “We’re 
handing them our translation of science 
so that they don’t have to do it.”

----------------------------------------------

Klein gets a little breathless 
when she describes biomimicry’s 
possibilities, and a question such as 
what companies she most admires 
for sustainability (Patagonia) can end 
in a discussion of how to rework our 
agricultural system. 

For the last seven years, Klein 
has helped 3.8 use biomimicry to 
solve problems, like one of HOK’s 
challenges – how building designers 
deal with rainwater. 

“We take that challenge and we 
biologize it. For example, with water 
we looked at the temperate broadleaf 
forest and we [examined] how water 
works in that forest,” Klein says, 
adding that this led them to beaver 
dams. “But they’re leaky dams, they 
don’t hold everything back. Nature’s 
been around 3.8 billion years, and 
figured out that a leaky dam is best.” 

Leaky dams slow water flow 
without building up pressure. The 
biologists were not suggesting 
that the architects put dams on the 
roofs of their buildings, but instead 
recommending the “design principle” 
of a series of upstream barriers to 
slow water’s flow. 

In this case, according to Klein, the 
architects and biologists discussed 
how to site buildings in order of 
height, so that rainwater could run 

Biomimicry
The link between biology and business

How natural organisms inform building design: Because of biomimicry, the Eastgate building in Harare, Zimbabwe 
utilizes a ventilation system inspired by the mounds of a desert termite, Odontotermes transvaalensis. 
PHOTO BY DAVID BRAZIER Continued on pg. 34

First annual Shedhorn Ski Mo  p.45
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from the tallest, down. If the concept worked, a system could be put in place to 
temper water to a trickle by the time it reached street level, mimicking a series 
of leaky beaver dams. 

HOK put this concept into practice in 2012 when designing a new building 
in Maryland for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The 
slanted roof moves rainwater along its length, slowing its flow with a series of 
barriers.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In the quest for a more sustainable world, biomimicry gets a lot of hype 
for its widespread potential. In January 2014, the Fermanian Business and 
Economic Institute reported that by 2030, bio-inspired developments could 
account for $425 billion of the U.S. gross domestic product. And $65 billion 
could be saved through the pollution mitigation found in most biomimetic 
technologies.

Mohr called the assessment a best-case scenario of the field’s future, but one 
that “really lays the landscape for what the ecosystem of biomimicry could 
look like if it really does gain traction.”

When Klein was asked if she sees biomimicry as the solution to industry’s 
environmental problems, she answers with a question of her own: “What 
would nature do?”

“Nature doesn’t reach just one solution,” she says. “We need lots of solutions. 
We need to collaborate.” And then she is off, breathlessly describing the 
ecosystem role played by the apple tree.   

Andrew Graham is pursuing a master's degree in Environmental Science 
Journalism from the University of Montana. He enjoys the campus full of topnotch 
researchers, not to mention its backyard full of mountains.

This article first appeared in the winter 2015 edition of Mountain Outlaw 
magazine.

Termite towers like the one above led Eastgate’s architect, Mick Pearce, to a building design that pushes heat 
up and out, through the large chimneys shown in the photo below. The Eastgate building maintains a constant 
temperature, saving on energy costs. PHOTOS BY DAVID BRAZIER

NOAA’s National Center for Weather and Climate Prediction in College Park, Maryland, an example of how HOK 
used the beaver-dam solution by constructing a slanted roof to slow rainwater using barriers. ILLUSTRATION BY 
THOMAS KNITTEL/HOK; PHOTO BY ALAN KARCHMER

Continued from pg. 33
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BY BRAD BAUER
EXPLORE BIG SKY CONTRIBUTOR

With the snow barely clinging to your yard 
or hiding in the shade, it’s hard to think about 
summer wildfires. But as with most things, a little 
forward thinking can go a long way. Whether you 
hang your hat in a cabin deep in the woods or a 
house in the open valley, keep wildfire in the back 
of your mind.  

Providing a level of home safety from wildfire 
– whether a grass or forest – is a great excuse to 
evaluate the health of the trees you cherish for 
summer shade and winter shelter. Wherever you 
live, now is an ideal time to see how your trees 
fared during the winter. Did your evergreens suffer 
from broken tops or browning of needles? How 
about your deciduous trees? Without summer 
leaves, you can easily see if your deciduous trees 
have broken branches or need pruning.  

While evaluating your trees’ health and developing 
a plan to remedy any problems, consider actions 
that can improve the forest’s health and your 
property’s resistance to wildfire. Around your 
house and other structures, you can do some simple 
tasks with basic tools such as a bow saw and hand 
pruners. 

Pruning low branches around the house is a great 
place to start. Focus your efforts on evergreens 

and remove lower 
branches from 
either the first 12 
feet or one-third 
the height of the 
tree, whichever is 
a lesser distance. 
This creates space 
below trees where 
a fire is less likely 
to climb into 
treetops.
  
While you have 
the bow saw and 
pruners out, think 
about removing 
the smaller conifer 
trees mixed in 
with your larger trees. This bit of thinning creates 
space and healthier trees by freeing more water and 
nutrients for the trees that you leave. If you thin 
enough, you could reduce the risk of a wildfire 
moving from tree to tree.  

How about those deciduous trees in your yard 
– what can you do with them to help the forest 
health and improve wildfire safety? 

No matter if the tree is a deciduous or evergreen, 
providing space between your home and trees will 
help improve your home’s wildfire safety. Dead 
trees leaning over a road may become barriers 

during an emergency, and by removing them 
you’re providing the remaining trees with more 
space to grow and be healthy.  

Brad Bauer is an MSU Extension – Gallatin County 
Natural Resource Extension Agent who focuses on 
natural resources management, education, and 
outreach. 

Every forest, yard and windbreak is different 
and MSU Extension – Gallatin County can help 
you evaluate and discuss your options. Financial 
assistance is also available. Call them at (406) 388-
3213 or stop by their office at 201 West Madison 
Avenue, Suite 300 in Belgrade.

Forest health and wildfire safety

Comprehensive healthcare for all ages.

At Gallatin Family Medicine, 
your health is our business. 
From sick care to vaccinations 
to wellness checks and injury 
care, we’re here for you. And, 
now we’re proudly affiliated 
with Bozeman Deaconess Health 
Services. Call us today.

gallatinfamilymedicine.com
406.995.3111  ::   Big Sky, MT

Before and after a clearing treatment at a home outside of Bozeman – with the treatment the landowner was able to 
improve their view, the health of their forest, and reduce wildfire risk. PHOTO BY BRAD BAUER



Open 6:30am to 8pm  •  406.995.4636

• Located in the Meadow Village Center  
next to Lone Peak Brewery

• Delivery Service
• Pre-arrival Fridge & Cupboard stocking

O�ces in Bozeman, Big Sky, Livingston & Ennis
ERA Landmark Real Estate

Offices in Bozeman, Big S ky, Livingston & Ennis

Let us share our passion for Big Sky, our local expertise and real estate 
knowledge with you. Our company has a 39-year history of satisfying clients’ 
needs, and our strength lies in the quality and dedication of our associates.

ERA Landmark Big Sky  |  406-995-3444  |  36 Center Lane, Big Sky, MT 59716
Robyn Erlenbush CRB Broker Owner  Each office independently owned and operated.

ER ABigSky.com

Katie Gill
Big Sky Office Manager

995-3444

Kirk Dige
Broker

406-580-5475

Mitch Furr
GRI, Broker

406-580-9392

Ron Tabaczka
Sales Associate

570-8105

Daniel Delzer
Broker

406-580-4326

Maggie Biggerstaff
CRS, GRI, RSPS, Broker

406-580-6244

Ron Seher
Sales Associate

580-3363

Katie Haley Grimm
CRS, RSPS, CIPS, Broker

406-580-3444

Robyn Erlenbush
Broker Owner
406-56-5052

A   collection   of   
Alpine   Home   
Decor   &   Chalet   
Style   Antiques

MANY   MORE   ITEMS   AND   MUSEUM   AT 

VintageWinter.com

25%

of
f 

Standing   ski   
coat   rack

USE PROMO CODE:

OUTLAW



Nordic Hot Tub
We service what we sell! 

Spa sales to fit your budget
Pool and spa care after the sale
Custom maintenance plans

Spa covers and custom lifts
Lots of accessories for your spa
Special orders available

(406) 995-4892 • NordicHotTub@aol.com
47520 Gallatin Rd. • Big Sky, MT 59716

www.BigSkyHotTubs.com

This is how Big Sky gets
into hot water.

LTDrealestate.com | 406.995.2800

REAL, LOCAL KNOWLEDGE THAT WORKS FOR YOU.

Scan to go to our website

2115 Little Coyote 
4 bedroom/4bath
$549,000 MLS #201505

Elk Ridge Ranch Lot 28
39 +/- acres
$399,000 MLS #197670

271 Village Center @ Big Sky Resort
Studio/1 bath
$299,000 MLS #148787

With over a decade of high-end residential-design at her eponymous 
firm, Abby Hetherington and team have passed their extensive  expertise 
and unrivaled taste into the persona of the Architect's Wife. 

In this 3,000-square-foot store, modern meets the mountains with a 
curated collection of furniture, lighting, rugs, accessories, and art. Snag a 
coveted piece on the spot or work with knowledgeable sta� to utilize an 
extensive fabric, flooring, and wall-covering library for custom projects. 

The Architect’s Wife is always available, but better in person.
architectswife.com
hello@architectswife.com   
23 w. babcock, bozeman
p: 406.577.2000  
hours: 10am-6pm monday-saturday

Full interior design services available with Abby Hetherington Interiors.
p: 406.404.1330
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CLOSING DAY AT BSR

EVENTS CALENDAR

PLANNING AN EVENT?   LET US KNOW!  EMAIL  MARIA@THEOUTLAWPARTNERS.COM, AND WE’LL SPREAD THE WORD.

FRIDAY, APRIL 17 – 
THURSDAY, APRIL 30

*If your event falls 
between May 1 and May 
15 please submit it by 
Friday, April 24 

  BIG SKY
FRIDAY, APRIL 17
Live music @ Whiskey Jack’s
Kent Johnson, 3:30 p.m.
Cure for the Common, 9:30 p.m. 

Lauren Regnier & Jeff Bellino
Carabiner, 4-6 p.m. 

Mike Haring
Chet’s Bar, 4:30 p.m. 

Live Music
Ousel & Spur, 9-11 p.m. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 18
Keely’s Ski Camp for Girls
Big Sky Resort, 9 a.m. (and Sun.)

Dos Equis Apres Ski After Party
BSR Village Plaza, 5 p.m. 

Lone Mountain Trio
Carabiner, 4 & 8:30 p.m.

Après Music
Choppers, 5:30 p.m. 

DJ Shawn
Black Bear, 9 p.m. 

Bottom of the Barrel
Whiskey Jack’s, 9:30 p.m. 

Riot Act 
Broken Spoke, 10 p.m. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 19

Keely’s Ski Camp for Girls
Big Sky Resort, 9 a.m. 

On Mountain Church Services
Lone Peak Triple Chair, 1:30 p.m. 
Six Shooter Chair, 3 p.m. 

Mediocre Trio
Broken Spoke, 10 p.m. 

MONDAY, APRIL 20
Karaoke
Black Bear, 10 p.m. 

Electric Sunday
Broken Spoke, 10 p.m. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 21
Taco Tuesday
Black Bear, 4 p.m. 

Open Mic
By WOM, 10 p.m.  

MONDAY, APRIL 27
Service Industry Night
Lone Peak Brewery, 6-8 p.m. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 28
Taco Tuesday
Black Bear, 4 p.m. 

Open Mic
By WOM, 10 p.m.  

THURSDAY, APRIL 30
Big Sky Medical Center Job Fair
33 Lone Peak Drive
BSMC Interim Office, 4-7 p.m. 

 Bozeman
FRIDAY, APRIL 17
13th annual Orchid Show
Gallatin Valley Mall, 12 p.m. 

Junk2Funk: Recycled Fashion 
Show
The Emerson, 7 p.m. 

Bingo Night
The Baxter, 7 p.m. 

Jacob Cummings
Wild Joe’s, 7 p.m. 

Tony Furtado Trio
Filling Station, 7 p.m. 

The Bent Bones
Faultline North, 7 p.m. 

Equus
MSU Black Box Theatre, 7:30 p.m. 

Tales from the Verge:
“Exposed”
The Verge, 8 p.m. 

The Max
Eagles, 9 p.m. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 18
Northern Lights Trading Co. 
Boat Swap
Gallatin Co. Fairgrounds, 8 a.m.

Bike Swap
Gallatin Co. Fairgrounds, 9 a.m.

13th annual Orchid Show
Gallatin Valley Mall, 10 a.m.

Record Store Day
Cactus Records, 10 a.m.

Bobcat Brewfest
Bobcat Stadium, 11 a.m. 

Children’s Author Event w/
Karen Sackett
Country Bookshelf, 1 p.m. 

Annual Texas Hold ‘Em Tourn.
Mixers Saloon, 2 p.m. 

Worldwide Vegan Bakesale
The Ellen, 3 p.m. 

Bridger Bucks Banquet
Grantree Inn, 5 p.m.

Ava Swanson & Friends
Wild Joe’s, 7 p.m.

Equus
MSU Black Box Theatre, 7:30 p.m. 

Pinky and the Floyd
Willson Auditorium, 8 p.m. 

Brothers Comatose
Filling Station, 9 p.m. 

The Max
Eagles, 9 p.m. 

Western Skies
Mixers Saloon, 9 p.m. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 19
Permaculture Design Series
Broken Ground, 10 a.m. 

Tom Robinson (harp)
Co-op, 10:30 a.m. 

13th annual Orchid Show
Gallatin Valley Mall, 11 a.m. 

Bells of the Bridgers Concert
Bozeman United Methodist 
Church, 3 p.m. 

Open Mic
Haufbrau, 10:30 p.m. 

MONDAY, APRIL 20
Pints for a Purpose:
Friends of Hyalite
Bridger Brewing, 5 p.m.

Trivia Night
Bacchus, 8 p.m. 

Open Mic
Haufbrau, 10:30 p.m. 

Bubba Sparxxx
The Zebra, 8 p.m. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 21
Pecha Kucha Night
The Ellen, 6:30 p.m. 

Opera and Aria Night
Blacksmith Italian, 6:30 p.m. 

Shana Falana
Wild Joe’s, 7 p.m. 

Student Composers Concert
Reynolds Recital Hall, 
7:30 p.m.

Chris Cunningham
Bacchus, 8 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22
Pecha Kucha Night
The Ellen, 6:30 p.m. 

Horns! Ensemble Concert
Reynolds Recital Hall, 
7:30 p.m. 

Neko Case
The Emerson, 8 p.m. 

Sim-Bitti
Colonel Black’s, 10 p.m. 

Open Mic
Haufbrau,10:30 p.m. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 23
“An Evening of Song and 
Dance”
The Emerson, 6:30 p.m. 

Trout Lecture
Museum of Rockies, 7 p.m. 

Kalyn Beasley
Lockhorn Cider House, 7 p.m. 

Jason Aldean
Brick Breeden Fieldhouse, 

7:30 p.m. 

Leon Russell
The Ellen, 8 p.m. 

Jill Cohn
Bacchus, 9 p.m. 

#comedygate
Standup comedy
The Zebra, 9 p.m. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 24
A History of Vaccination in MT
Museum of the Rockies, 1 p.m. 

Physics Trivia 
Wild Joe’s, 6 p.m. 

Bozeman Hawkers Fundraiser
The Emerson, 7 p.m. 

Radio Theater Double Header
“Strade & Holmes” &
“True Tales of the Old West”
Live From the Divide, 7 p.m. 

Rocky Horror Picture Show
The Verge, 8 p.m. 

Comstock Lode
Eagles, 9 p.m. 

Quenby & West of Wayland
Mixers Saloon, 9 p.m. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 25

Earth Day Event
Bozeman Cleanup Day

Clean up around town 
and then celebrate!

Bogert Park, 8:30 a.m. 

COWSPIRACY
The Ellen, 7 p.m. 

POND SKIM
Registration 

@ Clocktower, 11 a.m.
 

Ambush Headwall 
@ BSR, 3 p.m. 
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Dave Landsverk
Co-op, 5 p.m. 

Sithens & the Permians
Wild Joe’s, 7 p.m. 

Radio Theater Double Header
“Strade & Holmes” &
“True Tales of the Old West”
Live From the Divide, 7 p.m. 

Rocky Horror Picture Show
The Verge, 8 p.m. & midnight

Comstock Lode
Eagles, 9 p.m. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 26
Open Mic Night
Haufbrau, 10:30 p.m. 

MONDAY, APRIL 27
Autumn Electric
Wild Joe’s, 7 p.m. 

Trivia Night
Bacchus, 8 p.m. 

Open Mic Night
Haufbrau, 10:30 p.m. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 28
Headwaters Academy Spring 
Performance
The Emerson, 6:30 p.m. 

Gamelan Sekar Gunug
Reynolds Recital Hall, 
7:30 p.m. 

Slowmo Joe
Bacchus, 8 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29
Sim-Bitti
Colonel Black’s, 10 p.m. 

Open Mic 
Haufbrau, 10:30 p.m. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 30
Le Vent du Nord
The Ellen, 8 p.m. 

Dan Dubuque
Bacchus, 9 p.m. 

Livingston & 
Paradise Valley

FRIDAY, APRIL 17
Big Ol’
Murray Bar, 9 p.m. 

Strangeways
Chico Saloon, 9:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 18
Aran Buzzas
Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m. 

Donkey Basketball
Park High School, 5:30 p.m. 

Paul Ray
American Legion, 5 p.m. 

Ticket Sauce
Murray Bar, 9 p.m. 

Strangeways
Chico Saloon, 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 19
Old Time Fiddle Jam
American Legion, 2 p.m. 

MONDAY, APRIL 20
Bluegrass Jam
Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m. 

Open Mic Night
The Mint, 8 p.m. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 21
Beer for a Cause:
Payton Foundation
Katabatic Brewing, 4 p.m. 

Taco Tuesday w/Swingley Jazz
The Mint, 6:30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22
Danny Bee
Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m. 

Bingo Night
The Mint, 6 p.m. 

Aaron Banfield
Murray Bar, 8:30 p.m. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 23
Pint Night
Murray Bar, 8 p.m. 

Scotty Nelson
The Mint, 9 p.m. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 24
Taste of Livingston
Park Co. Fairgrounds, 
6:30 p.m. 

Livingston’s Got Talent Show
Park High School Rec Plex, 
7 p.m. 

Heather Lingle Band
Murray Bar, 9 p.m. 

Groovewax
Chico Saloon, 9:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 25
Yellowstone River Cleanup
Yellowstone River, 8 a.m.

Depot Railroad Swap Meet
The Depot, 9 a.m.

Tammy Hauer
Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m. 

StrangeWays
The Mint, 9 p.m. 

Montana Deluxe
Murray Bar, 9 p.m. 

Dave Walker Band
Murray Bar, 9 p.m. 

Groovewax
Chico Saloon, 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 26
Far Afield Concert
Absaroka Winds
Livingston Library, 3 p.m. 

Crazy Mountain Express
American Legion, 2 p.m. 

MONDAY, APRIL 27
Bluegrass Jam
Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m. 

Open Mic Night
The Mint, 8 p.m. 

Jay’s Lounge
Murray Bar, 8:30 p.m. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 28
Beer for a Cause:
Livingston Bicycle Club
Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m. 

Taco Tuesday w/Swingley Jazz
The Mint, 6:30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29
Open Range
Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m. 

Bingo Night
The Mint, 6 p.m. 

Dan Tedesco
Murray Bar, 8:30 p.m. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 30
Business After Hours
Elks Lodge, 5:30 p.m. 

Paul Lee Kupfer
Murray Bar, 8:30 p.m. 

West Yellowstone
FRIDAY, APRIL 17
Yellowstone’s West Entrance 
Roads Open to Motorized Travel

SATURDAY, APRIL 18
National Parks April Free Fee 
Days

“You Do the Lookin, We Do the 
Cookin”
Annual Park Opening Free 
Dinner
First Baptist Church, 5:30 p.m. 

MONDAY, APRIL 20
Karaoke Night
Wild West Saloon, 8:30 p.m. 

MONDAY, APRIL 27
Karaoke Night
Wild West Saloon, 8:30 p.m. 

Yellowstone's West 
Entrance roads will 
open for vehicles 
on a staggered 

schedule as follows:

April 17: Mammoth to 
Old Faithful; Madison to 

West Entrance; 
Norris to Canyon.

May 1: Canyon to Lake; 
Lake to East Entrance 

(Lake is one mile south 
of Fishing Bridge).

May 8:Lake to South 
Entrance; West Thumb to 
Old Faithful (Craig Pass); 

Tower to Tower Fall.

May 22: Tower Fall to 
Canyon (Dunraven Pass); 

Beartooth Highway.
	

Please note: The road 
between the North and 
Northeast entrances 
is open to wheeled 
vehicles year-round

Big Sky Little League
Kindergarten - 5th grade

First practice: 
May 5, 4:00 p.m. at Community Park Softball fields

Registration: 
Contact Darcy: darcy@hpmmontana.com

More Information: 
Contact John: mjromney@gmail.com

Montanans have observed Earth Day since 
its inception in 1970. These events and 
celebrations have taken many forms, from 
festivals and fairs to quiet observations. A 
statewide list of Earth Day community events 
and celebrations can be found online at deq.
mt.gov/dir/earthday.mcpx. 

The Department of Environmental Quality 
along with SMART Schools will host 
informational displays in the Capitol Rotunda 
on Wednesday, April 22 from mid-morning 
through early afternoon. 

Earth Day: April 22  / Earth Week: April 19-25
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BY BLYTHE BEAUBIEN
LONE MOUNTAIN RANCH PR MANAGER

BIG SKY – Nick Steen has been honing his culinary skills at Big 
Sky’s Lone Mountain Ranch since 2013. Steen, LMR’s Executive 
Chef, will return to his Billings roots this spring for the Montana 
State University-Billings Foundation’s Wine and Food Festival, 
May 11–16 at multiple locations in Billings. 
 
Steen, a Billings native who was named one of the 2014 Top 10 
Chefs in the Northwest by “The Culture Trip” website, will 
headline the week’s opening event on May 11 at 6 p.m., at The Rex 
in historic downtown Billings. The theme of the guest chef dinner 
is “Modern Montana” and will showcase new cooking techniques 
as well as flavors reminiscent of Montana’s culture. Steen will 
partner with David Maplethorpe, Executive Chef at The Rex, for an 
evening of culinary indulgence for a cause. 

This is the 23rd year for the MSUB Foundation’s Food and Wine 
Fest and last year’s event raised $311,000. The foundation advances 
the goals of MSUB through the solicitation, investment, and 
stewardship of financial support for the university. The foundation 
also promotes philanthropy, campus and community partnerships, 
and educational opportunities. 
 
“This event has grown significantly throughout the years, and I am 
honored to take part in something that gives back to the university 
and the surrounding community” Steen said. “I’m really excited 
to show the unique style of cooking that I’ve learned in various 
restaurants to the foodies in my hometown.”  
 
Visit winefoodfestival.com to learn more about the MSUB 
Foundation’s Food and Wine Fest and to purchase tickets. 

LMR chef headlines MSU-Billings Wine and Food Festival

Lone Mountain Ranch Executive Chef Nick Steen was named among the top 10 chefs in the Northwest by culture website, “The 
Culture Trip.” PHOTO BY DONNIE SEXTON
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All information given is considered reliable, but because it has been supplied by third parties, we cannot represent that it is accurate or complete, and should not be relied upon as such. These offerings are subject to errors, omissions, and changes including price or 
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Own your home for the same monthly cost or less than renting!

Cedar Creek #45 | Big Sky, MT 145 Karst Stage Loop | Gallatin Canyon

*All rental and purchase prices are estimates for qualifying buyers or renters obtained by industry sources.  Monthly costs for ownership assume 20% down payment, 4% interest rates and 
include P&I, Escrow taxes and insurance and HOA dues.  Monthly rent prices are based on current average per room rent rates in the area and vary by owner and property management firms.

Offered at: $429,000

Call us today to assist you on your 
way to home ownership!

RENT VS. OWN

Offered at: $229,000

REDUCED PRICE

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms

868 SQ FT

Walking distance to Big Sky 
base area

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms

2,288 SQ FT

Located on the Gallatin 
River with great views

BIG SKY – Fashion for a cause hits the runway at the annual Pediatric Cancer 
Fundraiser Fashion Show, “Derby and Tea for the Bozeman 3,” at the Hilton 
Garden Inn on May 2 from 12-2 p.m. 

Hosted by Coravelli Modeling Agency, the fundraiser will feature a lunch 
prepared by Chef Ty Sloan of Big Sky Resort; Kentucky Derby viewing with 
a contest for the best Derby hat; and a raffle and silent auction. 

Event proceeds will benefit The Bozeman 3, a nonprofit supporting Gallatin 
Valley children diagnosed with cancer. The Bozeman 3 was inspired by three 
kids with three different cancers and united by one home, Bozeman. 

At 4-years-old, Allistaire Anderson was diagnosed with Acute Myeloid 
Leukemia; Caden Shrauger was diagnosed with High Risk Neuroblastoma at 
age 6; and Stella Blue Woods was diagnosed with Anaplastic Wilms Tumor at 
age 7. 

“As a cancer survivor myself, during a couple of treatments with the children, 
I realized those kids are, and always will be, heroes. Big heroes,” said Denise 
Coravelli, owner of Coravelli Modeling Agency. 

“One of CMAs missions was to do a major fundraiser every year,” Coravelli 
said. “We just didn’t know what for and I wanted to keep it local. Once we 
found out about Caden, Allistaire, and Stella Blue, it was a no brainer.”

Call (406) 599-9550 for event tickets or more information.

Cancer fundraiser fashion 
show at Hilton Garden Inn 
May 2

HELP WANTED

Hungry Moose Market and Deli 
Hiring now for spring/summer and beyond. Entry level and Management 
positions. P/T or F/T with potential for growth and benefits. Housing 
available. Applications online: hungrymoose.com 406-995-3045

Precision Lawn Care
Full time lawn maintenance job in Big Sky. Seeking individuals with 
strong work ethic who want to spend the summer working outside. 40 
hours/week with option of working four 10’s. Pay starts at $12/hour with 
opportunity for raise DOE. Call for details. (406)-579-2245

$10
This space could be yours for only

Email media@theoutlawpartners for more 
information or to submit your classified 



FIND RELIEF 

(406) 995-BUDS  

www.montanabuds.com/big-sky 

Bridger Canyon Masterpiece
40.24± acres, 4 bd, 8 ba, 10,923± sf 
home, 5 fireplaces, wine room, home 
theater, bar, Incredible craftsmanship  
and attention to detail

Bridger Canyon Masterpiece, Bozeman

$7,800,000 | #183385

© 2014 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are 
registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

  DON PILOTTE, BROKER | 406.580.0155 | RANCHMT.COM

Lost Trail Retreat, Big Sky
20± acres, mid-mountain location
Outstanding building site with mtn 
views Community water system

$778,000 | #200670
Diamond Bar 7, Big Timber
2,062± acre productive ranch, 5 reservoirs,  
irrigated cropland,  owner’s residence, 
hand’s home & live water

$3,995,000 | #199289
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COME STAY. COME EAT.

HOURS
Open Thurs.-Mon., 7:30 am-3pm, Closed Tuesday and Wednesday
InnOnTheGallatin.com | 406.763.4243 | info@innonthegallatin.com

HEARTH PR

BOZEMAN – Premier French-
Canadian band Le Vent Du Nord is 
performing at The Ellen Theatre 
in Bozeman on April 30. Known 
for blending traditional Québécois 
roots music with modern sounds 
of Montreal’s fiercely independent 
youth, the ensemble subverts 
old traditions to make powerful 
statements about Québec today. 

Since Le Vent Du Nord’s founding 
in 2002, the quartet has racked up 
several prestigious international 
awards, including two JUNOS, two 
Canadian Folk Music Awards, one 
Grand Prix du Disque Charles Cros, 
and Artist of the Year at Folk Alliance 
International’s annual gala. 

Têtu, the band’s eighth album, was 
released March 31 and buzzes with 
heavy grooves while leaving room 
for good times, smiles and honesty. 
It proves that Le Vent du Nord is 
dedicated to making exceptional 
music and holding steadfast 

to their roots while remaining 
uncompromising in their identity as 
movers and shakers in the tradition.

From the opening atmospheric “Noce 
Tragique,” to the biting politics of 
“Confédération,” to the moving 
“Pauvre Enfant,” the new opus 
contains 15 tracks covering politics, 
love and satire, plus a number of foot-
stomping dance tunes. 

The band couples stripped-down a 
cappella singing with sophisticated 
arrangements including a string 
quartet, and their music is getting 
sharper, more refined, and more 
thoughtful.

“Le Vent du Nord are the genuine 
article: a vibrant, big-hearted slice 
of Québec, happy banter and all,” 
reported the Glasgow-based Herald 
Scotland newspaper in January. “It 
would be a stony-hearted listener 
indeed who wasn’t charmed.”

Visit theellentheatre.com for tickets.

Québec quartet Le Vent Du 
Nord to perform in Bozeman

PECHA KUCHA BOZEMAN

BOZEMAN – Pecha Kucha (“peh-
chak-cha”) was created by a Tokyo 
architectural firm in 2003 as a means 
for anyone with a passion or a vision – 
designers, artists, inventors, architects, 
adventurers, and entrepreneurs – to 
share their ideas with the community.

Events are now held in more than 800 
cities around the world, and Pecha 
Kucha returns for the 15th time to The 
Ellen Theatre in Bozeman April 21-22. 

Designed as a fast-paced, social get-to-
gether, presenters can only show 20 
images or slides, each for 20 seconds 
– for a total of 6 minutes, 40 seconds. 
The 20x20 format was designed to 
prevent creative types from going on 
for too long, and it offers a structured, 
but relaxed way for people to showcase 
their work. 

Featured presenters this spring in-
clude Laurie Kerzicnik on the allure 
of spiders; Billy McWilliams – owner 

of Bozeman-based Erotique – with a 
PG-rated presentation on sex in Boze-
man from 1981-2015; and Jeff Schlabs 
with “Just Wing It” – a discussion on a 
life jumping from high places, culmi-
nating in a wingsuit jump from 10,000 
feet in Glacier National Park.

Topics from other presenters range 
from Montana State University Bobcat 
football and a 2-wheeler biker chick, to 
the history of ceramic arts in Montana 
and a story about the “Montana ethic.” 

Each presentation will be featured both 
nights, and Broad Comedy stars and 
local personalities Cara Wilder and 
Missy O’Malley will each emcee one 
night. 

Doors open at 6:30 p.m., with the first 
presentation starting at 7:20 p.m. Visit 
pecha-kucha-bozeman on Facebook, or 
email pechakuchabozeman@gmail.com 
for more information. Advance tickets 
are available online at theellentheatre.
com, as well as at the box office and 
door, space permitting. 

Spiders, sex and jumping off 
mountains 
Pecha Kucha returns to the Ellen Theatre 
April 21-22



The 2014/15 Winter Season wouldn’t happen without the generous support of many: 
let’s give them all a much deserved round of applause.

Hungry Moose Market & Deli
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BIG SKY – The first annual Shedhorn Ski Mo race brought 26 elite athletes to 
Big Sky Resort on April 11. The ski mountaineering course pitted racers against 
Lone Mountain’s big mountain terrain, and whipping winds that were gusting 
up to 70 mph. The 16-mile course involved nearly 9,000 feet of vertical gain, 
descents down the Big Couloir, Doby’s Couloir and the Headwaters Cirque, as 
well as an ascent up the Kirchner Cliffs on a fixed line.

“The first climb [up Alto Ridge] was intimidating with the wind,” said Tom Goth 
from Salt Lake City, Utah. Goth placed first with a time of 3 hours, 57 minutes 
and 19 seconds. “I think it’s a really well-laid out course. The Big [Couloir] was 
skiing incredible.”

This year’s event was by invitation only, but race directors hope it will be a yearly 
event, opening registration to the general public next spring.

“We have always wanted to celebrate the grandeur of Lone Mountain, with an 
event that encompasses skier ability and endurance,” said Big Sky Resort ski 
patroller Noah Ronczkowski in a press release. The event was the brainchild of 
Ronczkowski and fellow patroller Casey Heerdt.

Second-place finisher J. Marshall Thomson from Crested Butte, Colo., said he 
competes in 15 or 16 ski mountaineering events every winter and was impressed 
with the course.

“I’ll be back,” Thomson said.  – T.A.

First annual Shedhorn Ski Mo impresses competitors

Adventurers and Scientists for Conservation staff and friends man an informational table at the Shedhorn start/
finish line. ASC is a nonprofit that mobilizes the outdoor community to gather and share scientific data, driving 
conservation worldwide. The ASC crew came up from Bozeman to manage the race’s three on-mountain aid 
stations. PHOTO BY EMILY WOLFE

Fourth-place finisher David Hoffman rips the skins off his skis at the top of Lone Mountain. 
PHOTO BY MIKE QUIST KAUTZ/ADVENTURERS AND SCIENTISTS FOR CONSERVATION

Janelle Smiley (left) and Gallatin National Forest Avalanche Center forecaster Eric Knoff prepare to descend the 
Big Couloir. PHOTO BY MIKE QUIST KAUTZ

First-place female finisher Michela Adrian braves the gusty winds on top of Lone Mountain. 
PHOTO BY MIKE QUIST KAUTZ
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STORY AND PHOTOS 
BY PATRICK STRAUB 
EXPLORE BIG SKY FISHING COLUMNIST

April showers bring 
May flowers – but 
April also brings Blue 
Winged Olives, spring 
stoneflies, March 

Browns and Drakes, and the renowned Mother’s 
Day caddis hatches. For me, April means the skis 
are put away, I’m in daily communication with 
guides and fly shops for local information, and 
the potential for epic river days truly exist. 

As Big Sky takes a breath at the end of ski season, 
hardcore anglers welcome the unofficial start of 
dry-fly fishing. The high-mountain snowmelt 
stays put, for now at least, and pre-runoff 
conditions exist on most local rivers, an ideal 
recipe for hatches and hungry trout seeking tasty 
surface meals. 

Here are the hatches to be matching over the next 
few weeks: 

Blue Winged Olives. This is a general term for 
an olive-bodied mayfly with blue wings. Blue 
Winged Olives – or “BWOs” if you want to sound 
like an expert – make up the family Baetidae. 
That’s Latin for “What you don’t need to know to 
catch fish.” BWO nymphs are abundant in most 
of our area rivers.  For springtime angling, fish 
BWOs in sizes 14-16. They hatch midday, and 
sometimes later in the afternoon if the previous 
night was cold. 

If the forecast calls for an overcast, calm and 
drizzly day, expect a very good hatch. BWOs 
appear like miniature sailboats on the surface, and 
with a light drizzle, they’re less able to dry their 
wings off and stay on the water’s surface. Myriad 
patterns exist for all stages of BWOs; however, in 
spring a well-presented Parachute Adams usually 
gets the job done.

Skwala, nemoura, capnia, and black stoneflies. 
For years, fishermen on the west side of the 

state have known about the early season skwala 
stonefly emergence. Only recently have anglers 
in our region been turned onto it. Although 
our early season stoneflies aren’t out as long as 
those in warmer parts of the state, these offer an 
opportunity to anglers wishing to cast bigger dry 
flies. 

Skwala stoneflies are size 10-14 and a dark-
bodied pattern is the best imitation. Nemoura 
stoneflies are small, and best imitated with a 
black to reddish-black fly in a size 16-18 – I like 
a Royal Stimulator or a Stimi-Chew Toy. Capnia 
stoneflies are similar to nemoura, and often 
referred to as “snow flies” because they tend to 
hatch during spring snowstorms. 

March Browns and Drakes. Although not as 
common as BWOs and caddis, these bugs are 
noteworthy,  large mayflies. Often in size 10, 
they hatch sporadically on most of our rivers. 
Similar to BWOs they hatch later in the day, but 
typically not in a large emergence. Drakes in 

April will most likely be gray, as the green ones 
appear later in May or June. Most larger Parachute 
mayfly patterns in size 10 and 12 will work. 

Mother’s Day caddis. We are weeks away from 
Mother’s Day, but the fish don’t know that. Plus, 
with our warmer-than-average spring, caddis on 
our local rivers might pop sooner than expected. 
The Mother’s Day caddis hatches on the Lower 
Madison and Yellowstone rivers are well-known 
events, but they’re very difficult to plan for 
– like most hatches, they’re entirely weather 
dependent. Because it’s dam controlled, the Lower 
Madison is less susceptible to runoff than the 
Yellowstone, making the caddis hatch a little 
easier to fish.

On the Yellowstone, warm weather is a blessing 
and a curse. Warm water temperatures are 
needed to kick-start the hatch; however, runoff 
commences if it’s too warm. The ideal scenario 
on the Yellowstone sees daytime highs in the 
mid to upper 60s F – even a day in the 70s – but 
nightly lows must hover around freezing. I prefer 
fishing a two-fly rig for most early season caddis 
situations and will tie a higher-floating fly first, 
such as a Goddard caddis or a Bloom’s HiVis, 
trailed with any CDC emerger pattern – my 
favorite is a CornFed Caddis. 

With ski season coming to a close and Big Sky 
going into snooze mode for a few weeks, dry fly 
anglers will rejoice in the available opportunities. 
Our spring hatches are also ideal for those 
needing a break – most hatches occur midday or 
later, so there’s plenty of time for extra sleep, or 
one more cup of Joe before heading out. 

Pat Straub is the author of six books, including “The 
Frugal Fly Fisher,” “Montana On The Fly,” and 
“Everything You Always Wanted to Know About 
Fly Fishing.” He and his wife own Gallatin River 
Guides in Big Sky and along with a business partner, 
operates a guide service on the Missouri River. 

The Eddy Line
Get your (dry) fly on

Trout eating little dry flies is arguably the most enjoyable aspect of fly fishing our area waters. For the next few weeks most of our local streams will 
produce hatches of Blue Winged Olives and caddis. 

Smaller waters, like the Gallatin River and DePuy’s Spring Creek (pictured here), are a small dry fly anglers dream. 
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big sky beats

American Life in Poetry: 
Column 525
BY TED KOOSER, U.S. POET LAUREATE

Here’s a fine poem about two generations of husbands, by Pauletta Hansel of Ohio.

Husbands 
By Pauletta Hansel

My mother likes a man who works. She likes
my husband’s muddy knees, grass stains on the cuffs.
She loved my father, though when weekends came
he’d sleep till nine and would not lift
his eyes up from the page to move the feet
she’d vacuum under. On Saturdays my husband
digs the holes for her new roses,
softening the clay with peat and compost.
He changes bulbs she can no longer reach
and understands the inside of her toaster.
My father’s feet would carry him from chair
to bookshelf, back again till Monday came.
My mother likes to tell my husband
sit down in this chair and put your feet up.

American Life in Poetry is made possible by The Poetry Foundation (poetryfounda-
tion.org), publisher of Poetry magazine. It is also supported by the Department of 
English at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Poem copyright ©2011 by Pauletta 
Hansel from her most recent book of poems, “The Lives We Live in Houses,” (Wind 
Publications, 2011). Poem reprinted by permission of Pauletta Hansel and the pub-
lisher. Introduction copyright © 2015 by The Poetry Foundation. The introduction's 
author, Ted Kooser, served as United States Poet Laureate Consultant in Poetry to 
the Library of Congress from 2004-2006.

BY MARIA WYLLIE
EXPLORE BIG SKY ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Find out what tunes we’re bumping! In “Big Sky Beats,” Explore Big Sky staff and 
guests talk soundtracks for winter in the Rockies, and guests can share what they 
listen to when they shred. 

Now in its 16th year, Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival has evolved from 
an Indie festival known for shining the spotlight on lesser known, independent 
bands, to a mainstream music event drawing fans from across the globe. 

Located in the small southern California town of Indio, Coachella is consid-
ered the official kickoff to festival season and takes place over two consecutive 
weekends in April. Weekend one of the 2015 event took place April 10-12, and 
weekend two is April 17-19. 

With an event capacity of 99,000, Coachella brings in big bucks for event produc-
er Goldenvoice, which has dibbs on the venue through 2030. 

Festival headliners this year included classic rock act AC/DC, rapper Drake, and 
eccentric rock-N- roller Jack White. An eclectic mix of hip-hop artists, DJ’s, and 
alternative acts also decorated the bill, featuring Tame Impala, Alabama Shakes, 
Ratatat, Nero, Florence and the Machine, and DJ Snake, among others.

After streaming some of weekend one, it’s clear every act came to throw down. 
Songs from a few of their performances are listed below – take a listen and you 
might just want to join next year’s pilgrimage to Indio. 

	 1. “Gimmee All Your Love,” Alabama Shakes
	 2. “Lean On,” Major Lazer (feat. MO & DJ Snake)
	 3. “Satisfy,” Nero
	 4. “Ice Princess,” Azealia Banks
	 5. “Baptism by Fire,” AC/DC
	 6. “Hey Nineteen,” Steely Dan
	 7. “Poor Rambler,” Sturgill Simpson
	 8. “Let It Happen,” Tame Impala
	 9. “Temporary Ground,” Jack White
	 10. “Cream on Chrome,” Ratatat 
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For Explore Big Sky, the Back 40 is a resource: a place where we can delve into subjects 
and ask experts to share their knowledge. Topics include regional history, profiles of local 
artists and musicians, snow and avalanche education, how-to pieces for traditional or 
outdoor skills, and science.

Noun: wild or rough terrain adjacent to a developed area   Origin: shortened form of  “back 40 acres”

STORY AND PHOTOS BY ERIC KNOFF
EXPLORE BIG SKY CONTRIBUTOR

Spring skiing can be some of the best of the season. 
Good snow coverage, warmer weather and more 
predictable snow stability – at times – can lead to 
unmatched conditions. But spring can also hold 
avalanche hazards not encountered during the 
colder days of winter. 

As snowpack and weather transition into warmer 
and wetter patterns, there are a number of variables 
to pay attention to. 

Two factors that influence stability are terrain and 
aspect. Typically, loose, wet avalanches occur earlier 
in spring days on southerly aspects due to the 
impact of solar radiation. This type of instability 
then moves to east-, west- and potentially north-
facing slopes as the day progresses. 

Using different aspects to your advantage is a great 
way to enjoy spring riding conditions and avoid 
rising instability. However, changing aspect isn’t 
always a surefire way to avoid unstable conditions. 
Numerous other factors influence snowpack 
stability in springtime.     

One significant factor is temperature. As temps 
warm above freezing, surface layers of the snowpack 
begin to melt. If temperatures drop below freezing, 
this process is slowed, allowing the snowpack to 
adjust to these changes. However, a large influx 
of free-moving water can be introduced into the 

snowpack if temps 
stay above freezing 
for multiple days 
in a row. This can 
create widespread 
instability 
and dangerous 
avalanche 
conditions.  

I typically don’t 
trust a snowpack 
that hasn’t 
experienced a 
freeze in the last 
48 hours or longer. 
This is especially 
true if it’s the first 
time of the season 
the snowpack 
is enduring a 
prolonged period 
of above-freezing temperatures – both day and 
night. I also don’t trust wet snow that’s deeper than 
my boot top, which is a clear indicator that surface 
conditions are becoming unstable and wet-snow 
avalanches are likely in steep terrain.     

If temperatures stay above freezing for an extended 
period of time, the snowpack can become isothermal 
– when the entire snowpack reaches 32 F. In 
isothermal conditions, the structural integrity of 
the pack begins to break down, making wet-snow 
avalanches likely. Typically during spring skiing, 
it’s best to get an early start when the snowpack is 
frozen and stable, and be off the slopes by the heat 
of the day.   

The season’s snowpack structure also plays a 
significant role in springtime avalanche danger. A 
major contributing factor to springtime avalanches, 
particularly wet-slab avalanches, is the presence 
of buried, persistent weak layers. PWLs include 
depth hoar, surface hoar and near-surface facets. The 
presence of PWLs can produce dangerous conditions 
months after these layers form and are buried. 
Depth hoar, or faceted snow near the ground, is the 
most notorious weak layer for producing large wet-
slab avalanches. 

Fortunately, none of these PWLs exist in the 
snowpack this spring, mainly due to the region’s 
above-average temperatures and below-average 
precipitation this winter. PWLs are formed under 
strong temperature gradients, which are typically 
created during long cold snaps. Without prolonged 
periods of cold weather, the snowpack wasn’t 
plagued by buried, persistent weak layers.    

But springtime avalanches still occur without buried 
PWLs. A common problem during warm spring 
weather is wet, loose avalanches, or sluffs. This 
form of avalanche is typically less dangerous than 
wet slabs. However, sluffs can entrain large volumes 
of snow capable of carrying and sometimes burying 
a skier or rider. 

Wet sluffs generally start at a single point, but fan 
out as they move downhill. In steep terrain, these 
avalanches can travel long distances and pick up 
significant volume and speed. During the right 
conditions, this type of avalanche can travel into 
lower angle or flat terrain, and you must be aware 
of your terrain selection when traveling beneath 
avalanche-prone slopes. 

Wet-snow avalanches in spring typically occur during 
prolonged periods of warm and dry weather. This 
is generally the opposite of mid-winter avalanches, 
which tend to occur after periods of heavy snowfall. 

If you’re planning on spring riding, pay attention to 
changing snowpack and weather conditions. Staying 
current on snowpack structure and temperature 
fluctuations is the best way to stay on top of – rather 
than being buried under – the snow during the spring 
riding season.

Eric Knoff is an avalanche forecaster for the Gallatin 
National Forest Avalanche Center. He’s been a public 
forecaster for the past six years, and an avalanche 
forecaster during the Going-to-the-Sun Road plowing 
operation in Glacier National Park the past four springs.

Spring in the backcountry
A look at late season snow conditions 

Heavy amounts of new snow followed by multiple days of above freezing temperatures produced large wet slab avalanches 
along the Garden Wall in Glacier National Park. 

Point releases are a tell tale sign that instability is on the rise. This 
type of slide usually originates around rocks or trees and fans out as 
it moves down hill. Although not as dangerous as wet slab avalanches, 
point releases can entrain large amounts of snow capable of carrying or 
burying a skier or rider. 

This large loose, wet avalanche occurred on the west face of Mount Gould 
in Glacier National Park. Multiple days of above freezing temperatures in 
May 2011 produced a widespread natural avalanche cycle in this area. 


