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“The secret of life is honesty and fair dealing. If you can fake that, you’ve got it made.”

POWDER!

Big Sky Chamber 
tackles traffic

WHAT IS THIS PUBLICATION?

Explore Big Sky is the local newspaper for Big Sky, Montana, and 
a news and lifestyle journal for the Greater Yellowstone Region. 

Explore Big Sky is a voice for Big Sky, keeping relevant topics 
at the forefront; while educating, engaging, and exploring 
Southwest Montana.

media@theoutlawpartners.com  |   406.995.2055   |   explorebigsky.com

Frequency

EVERY 2 WEEKS
Our 2 week shelf-life allows for extensive 
exposure for our advertisers.

Annual Readership

OVER 1 MILLION

Readership per issue

Mailed to subscribers in all 
50 states; including primary 
addresses of second home 
owners in Big Sky, MT

WHAT:

WHY:

49,500

CORRECTION: EBS misidentified the player in the Big Horns basketball photo that ran in the last issue of the paper. The 
player pictured was Frankie Starz, rather than Eddie Starz, as had been reported. EBS regrets the error.
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Mozart and Indians
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White Buffalo 
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39 Swift Bear
Offered for $3,582,000

39 Swift Bear Road is a stunning, one of a kind 5 bed 6 bath custom Durfeld log home in the Cascade Subdivision 
of Big Sky’s Mountain Village!  This exceptional ski in/ski out mountain home sits on 1.572 acres with a year round 
stream and is adjacent to open space.  Main house contains 3 bedrooms and 3.5 baths.  In addition there is a 1,500 
square foot guest apartment with 2 bedrooms 2 baths plus a loft.  Also has Tulikivi Finnish soap stone fireplace, 
gourmet chef ’s kitchen, custom designed furnishings, outdoor hot tub and a beautifully landscaped yard!

180 Thomas Moran Drive - Big EZ Estates
Offered for $2,350,000

A custom built 4 bedroom/5 bath residence with over 5,000 square feet that encompasses the best that Big Sky has 
to offer.  A handsome home located in a natural private setting that is still just a short drive to all the amenities 
offered at Spanish Peaks Mountain Club. (ski/social membership is available with this property).  A luxurious 
Montana home that sits on 19 pristine acres located in the Big EZ Estates offering expansive mountain views that 
go on for miles.

Martha has been in real estate in Big Sky, Montana for approximately 20 years and she’s been a 
full time resident since 1988!  She’s an entrepreneurial spirit and is  Founder, Broker and Owner 
of Montana Living ~ Big Sky Real Estate – the top luxury boutique real estate firm in Big Sky, 
Montana.  Her experience includes brokering the sales, marketing and launch of resort, residential, 
commercial and ranch sporting properties .  Call Martha now and utilize her grass roots knowledge 
of Big Sky for purchasing or selling your real estate.

M artha Johnson   O w ner  |  Broker

Martha@BigSkyRealEstate. com |  406.580.5891

Elkridge 33
Offered for $6,400,000

862 Elk Meadow Trail, an elegant 6 bed, 9bath Spanish Peaks Mountain Club ski in/out country manor perfect 
for entertaining! Spectacular mountain views will be appreciated from every room of this majestic home.  This 
residence is approximately 9,000 square feet and has 6 en suite bedrooms allowing comfort for both family and 
guests. Home theater, cigar room, chef ’s kitchen, private office with hidden door to master bedroom, 3 laundry 
rooms, large outdoor hot tub, and a recirculating creek that circles the home are just some of the features of this 
one of a kind property!  Club membership required.

M artha Johnson  

O w ner  |  Broker

Martha@BigSkyRealEstate. com |  406.580.5891

Yellowstone Preserve
Offered for $39,900,000

Yellowstone Preserve is a collection of 9 homesites totalling 1580 acres with 2.5 miles of adjacent boundary with 
Yellowstone Club, 1.2 miles of the Southfork of the Gallatin River and over a mile of adjacent border with National 
Forest - all accessed off the private YC road.   Recreate on your own property with private access into Gallatin 
National Forest. You can build an executive retreat or family compound and put the remaining densities into a 
conservation easement or sell each parcel individually - own it privately or pull together a consortium of your 
friends.

Anceney Ranch
Offered for $6,900,000

An original homestead in Big Sky and one of the finest sporting properties available in Montana, Anceney Ranch 
sits on 83 prime acres of forest, springs and meadows. With almost a mile of the legendary Gallatin River frontage 
and multiple spring-fed trout ponds, this is the ideal place for the fishing enthusiast.  The land is surrounded on 
three sides by the Gallatin National Forest. Anceney Ranch has 7 total bedrooms and 6 total baths with a main 
house, guest cabin and a caretakers’ home along with a horse barn. There aren’t enough adjectives to describe how 
incredible this property is!

This information is subject to errors, omissions, prior sale, change, withdrawal and approval of purchase by owner. All information from sources deemed reliable, but not guaranteed by Montana Living - Big Sky Real Estate, independent investigation is recommended. For 
properties being purchased at Spanish Peaks Mountain Club approval for membership is required prior to closing. If you are currently working with another real estate agent, this is not intended as a solicitation.  Montana Living is a registered trademark of Newwest LLC.  

307 Wildridge Fork
Offered for $3,950,000

A fully furnished 6 BR, 6.5 BA home that will absolutely blow you away!   With a prime location in Spanish Peaks 
Mountain Club, one can revel in 6,550 square feet of exquisitely decorated space that offers an open living room 
with gas fireplace and a dining area where you will enjoy spending leisure time with family and friends. A large 
chef ’s kitchen with dual dishwashers will make meal preparation and party hosting a joy.

ON THE COVER: 
Outlaw Partners Director of Sales E.J. Daws hams it up near Baldface Lodge, British Columbia. PHOTO BY ADRIAN MORIN
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EBS STAFF 

BIG SKY - A double tanker truck hauling approx-
imately 31 tons of liquid asphalt – a petroleum 
product used in road construction – crashed off 
Highway 191 Jan. 25 south of Big Sky.

The southbound tanker veered into the west ditch 
near mile marker 37 before coming to rest on its 
passenger side. The tanker was the only vehicle 
involved in the accident and Montana Highway 
Patrol Trooper Marcus Cook said road conditions 
did not appear to be a factor.

Cook said the driver was uninjured and would be 
cited for careless driving. 

The Big Sky Fire Department managed the inci-
dent as a hazardous materials scene. According to 
the initial report given to Shasta Steinweden, an 
environmental enforcement specialist with the 
Department of Environmental Quality, approxi-
mately 50 gallons of liquid asphalt leaked out of 
the second tank and into the ditch. The tanker was 
removed later that night. 

The Gallatin River is on the east side of the high-
way where the accident occurred and Cook said he 
didn’t see any culverts by which the liquid asphalt 
could directly reach the river. “It looks like it’s 
staying contained in the west ditch.”

According to Steinweden, trucking company 
Johnny B Transport would be tasked with clean up. 

“They’ll need to remove the material and any con-
taminated soils and then do sampling to show that 
they’ve removed the material,” she said.

A double tanker hauling liquid asphalt for the 
same Idaho Falls, Idaho-based company went off 
Highway 191 two miles north of the Jan. 25 inci-
dent on Dec. 11, 2014.

On May 4, 2015, a truck carrying more than 
70,000 pounds of fertilizer spilled the contents 
of its second trailer on the bridge over the Taylor 
Fork near mile marker 40.

Double tanker crashes on 
Highway 191, spills hot oil

MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE & PARKS

HELENA - Montana’s 2016 hunting and fishing 
licenses went on sale Feb. 1, under a new fee struc-
ture passed by the state legislature. Licenses are now 
available at all Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
license outlets.

This year, as a prerequisite to buying any state hunt-
ing license, sportsmen must purchase a new “base 
hunting license.” It will cost $10 for residents and 
includes the hunting access enhancement fee that 
was a separate $2 charge last year. The base hunting 
license was created in lieu of adjusting license fees 
for individual species.

A season-long Montana resident fishing license will 
increase by $3 this year to $21. Fishing licenses will 
no longer be sold in combination with a conserva-
tion license – which is required for any hunting or 
fishing license purchase. The resident conservation 
license costs $8 for all ages.

Under the new structure, most licenses that were 
free or discounted in 2015 will be charged at half of 
the standard license cost. Previously, free licenses or 
a variety of discounted prices were offered to some 
youth, seniors and disabled sportsmen. 

In 2016, only military recognition and block 
management cooperator combination licenses will 
remain free. FWP is reimbursed by the state general 
fund for military recognition licenses, and block 
management cooperators provide hunting opportu-
nities for all sportsmen.

The new fee structure will also standardize the 
definition of youth as those between 12 and 17 
years old. This language replaces a number of age 
categories.

The price of all other resident tags, licenses, drawing 
fees and permits will remain the same as in 2015.

Fees change for 2016 
hunting licenses 

EBS STAFF

BIG SKY – U.S. Sen. Jon Tester of Montana took 
time out of a busy schedule at the end of January 
to visit with community and hospital leaders at 
the recently opened Big Sky Medical Center. 

Tester and his staff on Jan. 30 met with BSMC 
Board of Directors members Taylor Middleton 
and Loren Bough, along with hospital administra-
tor Tracy Reamy, and toured the facility.

BSMC began accepting patients on Dec. 12, 2015, 
and as of Jan. 30 witnessed 390 emergency room 
visits, which would have been transported to 
healthcare facilities in Bozeman. The Big Sky facili-
ty also performed 43 MRIs over that time period.

“Big Sky is growing rapidly, and fortunately, 
folks saw to it to build a medical center that can 
meet the need of the community today and well 
into the future,” Tester said. “Smart planning 
like this is not only necessary to providing basic 
services, it’s critical to recruiting businesses and 
creating jobs in our state.”

Big Sky’s population grew by 89 percent between 
the 2000 and 2010 censuses. 

Sen. Tester visits Big Sky’s 
new medical facility

Big Sky Fire Department manages a Jan. 25 hazardous materials incident 
involving a double tanker. PHOTO BY AMANDA EGGERT

EBS STAFF

The Lone Peak High School football team hosted 
its second playoff game in school history this 
fall, and rolled the Bridger Scouts, 82-32. While 
they fell 67-0 to the Savage Warriors in the 
second round, that didn’t stop the Big Horns from 
cleaning up state accolades that were announced 
in January. 
  
Nine of the 15 Big Horn varsity letter winners 
were honored as Academic All-State, meaning 
they earned a 3.5 grade point average or better. 
Bridger Babcock and Eddie Starz were also named 
to the All-State team for their accomplishments 
on the field, and Chase Samuels won All-
Conference accolades.

The nine Big Horn football players named 
Academic All-State for the 2015 season: Liam 
Germain, Devin Quinn, Evan Redmon, Chase 
Samuels, Holden Samuels, Eddie Starz, Bridger 
Babcock, and Zach Cone.

Big Horn football players 
honored 

EBS STAFF

BIG SKY – At 3:26 a.m. on Feb. 3, the Big Sky Fire 
Department responded to a structure fire discov-
ered by a passing snowplow operator on 21 Prim-
rose Lane.

Jeremy Clack was driving near Buck’s T-4 when 
he smelled smoke and started looking for a fire, 
according to BSFD Chief William Farhat. Once 
Clack identified the single-story residence on fire, 
he called 911 and alerted the occupant.

“She was not aware it was going on until Jeremy 
pounded on the door and got her out,” Farhat said. 
“He really did a nice job helping out.”

Farhat said the occupant, who was uninjured, 
smelled smoke but wasn’t aware of the fire’s 
extent. She had smoke detectors, Farhat added, but 
the fire was located in the attic above the first-floor 
detectors, so they didn’t go off.

The fire started in the attic area of the house near 
the chimney, Farhat said, but could not confirm its 
cause. The house suffered significant damage.

“This is a good reminder that everyone should 
have their chimneys professionally cleaned and 
inspected [to ensure] there’s no damage or other 
issues,” he said.

About 20 firefighters from BSFD and the Yellow-
stone Club Fire Department responded with three 
fire engines and a water tender. The Gallatin Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office also assisted in the response. 

Snowplow driver discovers 
house fire
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1 A  R E D  C LO U D  LO O P
This immaculate four bedroom, three bath cabin sits directly 
on the White Otter ski trail and offers panoramic views. This 
charming log cabin boasts vaulted ceilings, a well-appointed 
kitchen, a dramatic rock fireplace in the living room and gas 
fireplace in the spacious family room, two decks, a private hot 
tub, and a 1 car garage. Sold fully furnished and turn-key, this 
cabin has never been rented and offers every upgrade that the 
developer offered at the time of construction! MLS#: 210799  

O f f e r e d  a t  $ 8 8 5 , 0 0 0

L i s t i n g  Ag e n t :  S a n d y  R e v i s k y  |  4 0 6 . 5 3 9 . 6 3 1 6

3 B L AC K  M O O N  R O A D
This beautiful ski-in/ski-out mountain home is situated on a 

premier lot with amazing views and mature trees providing 

privacy. At 3,161 +/- square feet, the four bedrooms plus bonus 

room, three bathrooms and newly remodeled kitchen provides 

plenty of space for entertaining guests.  MLS#: 210098 

O f f e r e d  a t  $ 1 , 3 7 5 , 0 0 0

L i s t i n g  Ag e n t :  J a c k i e  M i l l e r  |  4 0 6 . 5 3 9 . 5 0 0 3

147 N I G H T H AW K  F O R K
Enjoy panoramic views of the Spanish Peaks, Lone Mountain 
and the Gallatin Range from this cabin in the heart of Spanish 
Peaks Mountain Club. This six bedroom, eight bath residence is 
within walking distance to the Club House, pool and numerous 
amenities. The home includes three indoor fireplaces, natural 
stone slabs, hardwood floors, several decks, two living rooms, 
outdoor hot tub and Wolf/Subzero appliances and is being 
offered fully furnished. MLS #: 204265

O f f e r e d  a t  $ 2 , 3 9 5 , 0 0 0
L i s t i n g  Ag e n t :  A n i a  B u l i s  |  4 0 6 . 5 8 0 . 6 8 5 2

2 H I G H  P O I N T  D R I V E
Nestled near the base of Lone Mountain, this stand-alone 
Pinnacle Condominium offers stunning views and incredible 
ski access to both the base areas of Big Sky Resort and 
Moonlight Basin. There are three master suites and a bunk 
room, four and a half baths, a security and entertainment 
system, gourmet kitchen, large deck, hot tub, and an attached 
garage. Offered fantastically furnished, turnkey. MLS#: 207204 

O f f e r e d  a t  $ 1 , 4 9 5 , 0 0 0

L i s t i n g  Ag e n t :  M a r y  W h e e l e r  |  4 0 6 . 5 3 9 . 1 7 4 5

S H O S H O N E  CO N D O  #1920
Located in Big Sky Ski & Summer Resort’s Mountain Village 
Center, this fully furnished condominium offers ease of 
ownership. The Shoshone Condominium Hotel is next to the 
slopes and offers ski storage, an exercise center, pool and 
laundry facility on the premises. Restaurants, shopping and 
ski rental services are in immediate proximity. Relax by your 
fireplace, watch the skiers on Andesite Mountain and enjoy the 
view. MLS#: 203151

O f f e r e d  a t  $ 2 3 5 , 0 0 0

L i s t i n g  Ag e n t :  Ly n n  M i l l i g a n  |  4 0 6 . 5 8 1 . 2 8 4 8

N O R T H  F O R K  R O A D
Rarefied air and panoramic views! Tract 2A-1A and 2A-1B are 
very unique opportunities to own very large parcels in Big 
Sky. Tract 2A-1A consists of 196.907 acres, which is bordered 
by Tract 2A-1B at 246.925 acres, in the North Fork Subdivision. 
Both parcels abut U.S. Forest Service and provide privacy 
and expansive views making for a perfect place to build your 
retreat. Gallatin County Zoning is RC-SF 20. MLS #: 201276
 & 201277

 S t a r t i n g  a t  $ 2 , 1 4 0 , 0 0 0
L i s t i n g  Ag e n t :  M i c h a e l  T h o m a s  |  4 0 6 . 5 8 1 . 2 4 0 0

T B D  TA LU S  T R A I L
Beautiful and private, these parcels are located in the 
Porcupine Park Subdivision. Lot 40, at 6.34 acres plus an 
additional 22.58 acres of open space, and Lot 39, at 13.16 acres 
and accompanied by 8.87 acres of open space, give way to 
sweeping views to the south and east to the Gallatin Range 
and Porcupine Drainage. Mature, old-growth trees provide a 
beautiful backdrop for these very easy building sites. MLS #: 
206620 & 206648

S t a r t i n g  a t   $ 7 4 5 , 0 0 0
L i s t i n g  Ag e n t :  M i c h a e l  T h o m a s  |  4 0 6 . 5 8 1 . 2 4 0 0

1 C  R E D  C LO U D  LO O P
Fantastic Powder Ridge cabin with convenient ski-in and out 
access from the adjacent White Otter ski lift. Offered fully 
furnished and turn-key, this property provides a ski locker, 1 
car detached garage, wood burning rock fireplace in the great 
room and propane fireplace in the lower level family room, a 
gaming system, flat screen TV’s, and a 6-7 person hot tub at 
the walk-out level. Excellent rental history and the ski access is 
unparalleled.  MLS#: 210193 

O f f e r e d  a t  $ 9 7 5 , 0 0 0

L i s t i n g  Ag e n t :  M a r y  W h e e l e r  |  4 0 6 . 5 3 9 . 1 7 4 5
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From an economic perspective, Big Sky is negatively 
impacted by the many commuting workers who can’t 
find housing here. Who should be responsible for 
providing workforce housing in Big Sky?

It seems expected that a resort town like Big Sky should experience affordable 
housing problems. Indeed, we all seem to use the excuse that it’s even worse 
in Jackson, Wyo. or Colorado’s Vail and Aspen. 

But Big Sky in the ‘90s was a much more balanced ski town. I remember 
enough housing to go with the jobs that accompanied running this 
magnificent place. The unfortunate lesson we could have learned – and 
hopefully still can – is that other resorts messed up by not planning for more 
affordable housing.  

Since there is so much development to come in the next 10 years, how about 
we get this in motion now?  

As small business owners of the Wrap Shack, we are constantly struggling to 
find employees. The first major hurdle is finding them housing. Businesses 
such as ours, the Blue Moon Bakery and the Hungry Moose Market and Deli 
do have some housing available, and we are small businesses compared to 
what’s to come. If we’re looking ahead to deal with future employee issues, 
why aren’t the bigger businesses?

Why is there going to be $1 billion of growth in Big Sky, but none, or very 
little of it, marked for affordable housing? The foundation of keeping this 
town an outstanding place for outdoor recreation relies on its workers. If 
the major developers want to have success, affordable housing should be 
viewed as true infrastructure, and should be built along with these massive 
developments. 

If 11 future hotels are built along with countless more restaurants and retail 
shops, who will be here to pour the Perrier?

Karen Macklin and Don Mattusch
Big Sky 

Letter:
Affordable housing essential to 
Big Sky’s future

Taylor Middleton, Big Sky, Mont
General Manager, Big Sky Resort

“An affordable housing solution is not going to 
be resolved at one moment with one silver bullet. 
The solution is going to be ongoing and it’s going to 
come from a combination of many things including 
public and private partners, land- use planning, 
creative funding, creative construction types and 
transportation. 

Follow up: Are there any promising solutions in 
the works?

Through community partnerships, we’ve built 100 
multi-bedroom condominiums, probably about 400 
beds. If history is any indication of the future, there 
will be more housing solutions put on the market 
by Big Sky Resort and other employers.”   

Lynne Anderson, Big Sky, Mont.
Co-owner, Country Market

“I don’t know that anybody should have to provide 
it. I do believe the community as the whole – if 
they want to be a community – needs to figure out 
a way to have it available to the workforce … What 
we’re doing is exporting all our wealth because [our 
workers] are coming here, they’re earning their 
wages, and they’re spending them somewhere else. 
We can’t build a vibrant community under those 
economic terms.”

Cheryl Ridgely, Bozeman, Mont.
Chief Strategy and Business Development Officer, 
Bozeman Health

“I can’t speak for the rest of the community, but as 
an employer of a hospital providing essential ser-
vices to the community, making sure that staff find 
housing in close proximity to the hospital is a very 
valuable thing. We were able to find almost all of 
our employees in Big Sky, which is terrific, but we 
know that likely is not going to be the case moving 
forward [so} we purchased additional land [near Big 
Sky Medical Center] … in order to build housing 
units in the future.”

EBS received a number of comments on our Facebook 
page after posting the story “Affordable housing: Big 
Sky’s ‘No. 1 issue’” that first appeared in the Jan. 22 
edition of the newspaper. 

We reached out to the Facebook commenters requesting 
permission to print their reactions in this edition of 

EBS, and below are two responses from readers who agreed to go on record. 
Comments were edited for clarity, brevity and newspaper style.

“We worked in Big Sky for three months and had to camp out on the job 
because the cheapest short term rental was over $4,000 a month! The one 
thing that jumped out in the article is the $100,000-plus they wasted on a 
housing study. 

All you need to do is go into any restaurant or other low-wage-paying 
establishment and talk with the employees. Most of the ones I met were 
also living in their cars or camped out in tents. This was in October, 
November and December!”

Ken Miller
Missoula 

“Unless the big money of developers, realtors, and incoming deep pocket 
purchasers want affordable housing for the workers, it isn’t going to 
happen. 

[This is] a local example of big money destroying the working class in 
Montana and beyond.”

Pat Wilson 
Bozeman

Social media reaction to 
affordable housing story
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BY TYLER ALLEN
EBS SENIOR EDITOR

BIG SKY – On Jan. 19, a westbound vehicle was 
stopped at the entrance to Roxy’s Market on Lone 
Mountain Trail when a van rear-ended the car, 
sending it into oncoming traffic. The three-vehicle 
accident resulted in minor injuries to two of the 
drivers who were treated at the Big Sky Medical 
Center. 

Big Sky Fire Department Chief William Farhat 
pointed to a lack of turn lanes on the highway. 

“If there was a middle lane, [the driver] would have 
been able to [turn safely],” Farhat said.

More than 30 community members gathered in 
the Big Sky Chapel basement on Jan. 27 to address 
traffic hazards of Lone Mountain Trail such as the 
Jan. 19 incident, and other transportation issues in 
Big Sky. 

This was the first of three identical meetings 
organized by the Big Sky Chamber of Commerce – 
the other two were held Feb. 3 and 4 after EBS went 
to press –and it was apparent traffic is a significant 
community concern. 

Kitty Clemens, the chamber’s executive director, 
opened the discussion by explaining that the purpose 
of this effort was to get feedback from the members 
of this unincorporated community, “because we 
don’t have a city hall we can all check in with.” 

Clemens described how Big Sky’s main 
transportation arteries – Lone Mountain Trail 
and Highway 191 – are under the control of the 
Montana Department of Transportation because 
they’re state and federal highways, respectively. 

A presentation by the Western Transportation 
Institute’s David Kack followed Clemens’ opening 
remarks. 

With funds from its travel corridor resort tax 
appropriation, the chamber spent “no more than 
$5,000,” according to Kack, hiring WTI to conduct 
this initial information gathering for the Big Sky area.

Kack referenced the Jan. 22 article in this newspaper 
titled “Affordable housing: Big Sky’s ‘No. 1 issue’” 
and said transportation is probably “issue 1-A.” 

He described the complexities of solving traffic 
issues in an unincorporated community that spans 
both Gallatin and Madison counties. “When there’s 
an issue in Big Sky who do I go talk to? There’s not a 
city commission that’s addressing this,” Kack said. 

Big Sky taxpayers are paying nearly $540,000 in 
road taxes to Gallatin County and $700,000-plus 
to Madison County, according to Kack. None of 
that money sent to Gallatin County – and very 
little of the Madison County revenue – is being 
reinvested in road construction or maintenance in 
Big Sky, he added. 

A request would need to be made to both counties to 
ask MDT for an area transportation plan that would 
be conducted by a private consultant firm and paid for 
by funds from both counties and MDT. A project of 
any significance on Highway 191 or Lone Mountain 
Trail would need to be added to MDT’s Statewide 

Transportation 
Improvement Plan. 

The STIP is updated 
every year, and 
currently outlines 
all of the major 
construction projects 
planned statewide 
through 2019. Right 
now, there are no Big 
Sky projects on the 
document. 

“What David is 
talking about gives us 
a road map for a 20-
year vision,” Clemens 
said. “To get projects 

qualified you need a long-term vision.”

After the presentation, the meeting broke into two 
focus groups led by Kack and his WTI colleague 
Patrick McGowen. Large maps of the area’s roads 
were spread out on tables and attendees were asked 
what and where major traffic issues exist. 

Big Sky resident Steve Johnson suggested installing 
“No Left Turn” signs on all Lone Mountain Trail 
intersections without protected turn lanes. 

For traffic heading westbound from Highway 191 to 
Town Center that would include the intersections 
at the Big Sky Medical Center and Roxy’s Market, 
funneling traffic to Ousel Falls Road and eastbound 
on Town Center Avenue.

“That’s not practical as a business owner,” said John 
Romney, a Big Sky Town Center developer. 

Many in attendance suggested installing a center 
– or “suicide” – lane on Lone Mountain Trail, that 
would offer protected turning for both directions of 
traffic along the entire stretch of road from 191 to 
Town Center. 

McGowen said that installing a traffic signal at 
Lone Mountain Trail and Ousel Falls Road would 
have a ripple effect, slowing down vehicles in both 
directions. 

“If you built 1,000 units of affordable housing [in 
Big Sky] it would take 1,000 cars off the road,” 
McGowen added.

Greg Hunt, who spends half the year in Big Sky and 
the other half in Hong Kong, lives in the Firelight 
neighborhood on Ousel Falls Road and says the 
traffic in Big Sky spoils his enjoyment of the area. 

“What about incorporation? I don’t know who 
[runs] anything here,” Hunt said.

After the meeting concluded, Clemens talked about 
what a lack of incorporation means for the Big Sky 
Chamber of Commerce.

“Our chamber does a little more because we end 
up project managing [since] there’s no city staff,” 
Clemens said, adding that transportation is one leg 
of a three-legged “place-making” stool that includes 
housing and open space.

Clemens said traffic in Gallatin Canyon and Lone 
Mountain Trail is at “carrying capacity right now,” 
and if Big Sky doesn’t have safe, dependable roads, 
community businesses could see a negative effect 
on the number of customers from Bozeman and 
elsewhere in Gallatin County.

“We have to think about repeat business,” she said. 
“The best customers are the ones you already have.”

WTI hopes to present recommendations to the 
chamber board in March, according to Kack.

Community meetings attempt to address Big Sky traffic issues 

A Jan. 19 accident on Lone Mountain Trail near the Roxy’s Market entrance involved three vehicles and resulted in minor injuries to two of the drivers 
who were treated at the Big Sky Medical Center. PHOTO BY JOSEPH T. O’CONNOR

WTI’s David Kack (center) fields concerns about traffic issues from Big Sky residents at a Jan. 27 meeting hosted 
by the Big Sky Chamber of Commerce. PHOTO BY TYLER ALLEN
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BY AMANDA EGGERT
EBS STAFF WRITER

BIG SKY – A lack of nearby fire departments 
able to assist the Big Sky Fire Department, 
multiple calls coming in at once in a large 
district, and the importance of enforcing 
fire codes for new construction were among 
topics discussed at BSFD’s master plan 
presentation Jan. 21.

During the second half of 2015, Emergency 
Services Consulting International collected 
data, observed the department’s daily 
operations, and incorporated that material 
into a 141-page document of findings and 
recommendations for both current and 
projected needs. 

Lane Wintermute, a senior associate with 
Wilsonville, Ore.-based ESCI, presented 
those findings to approximately 35 
community members at the Big Sky Water 
and Sewer District meeting room.

Wintermute said that - with the exception of 
the Yellowstone Club Fire Department - Big 
Sky is a long way from other departments 
available to contribute manpower and 
resources for emergency response. 

“It’s a very unique situation and it really 
challenges the fire department,” he said.

BSFD Chief William Farhat said that the 
fire district boundary is 57 square miles, but 
the department actually responds to a much 
larger area because there’s no one else to 
respond. 

The size of the district factors into another 
area of concern: concurrent calls, or calls that 
come in at the same time. BSFD is able to 
finish responding to a call without another 
one coming in about 85 percent of the time; 
the other 15 percent, they’re forced to juggle 
two or three calls with limited resources. 

“If you’re in Spanish Peaks [Mountain Club] 
and you need to drive to Moonlight, well 

that’s 20, 25 minutes. It takes forever to 
get there and that’s hard to deal with for a 
department,” Farhat said. 

The department staffs four firefighters on 
an average shift. Farhat said this typically 
means calling in full-time firefighters to 
work overtime hours.

According to Wintermute, Big Sky 
firefighters spend an average of 1 hour and 21 
minutes on an average call. The department 
reaches incidents within 15 minutes 
approximately 80 percent of the time.

“Twenty percent of our calls take us more 
than 20 minutes to get to? That’s a really high 
number. That’s bad,” Farhat said, adding that 
the department needs to look into ways to 
bring response time down. 

Options might include more staff and 
staffing the second station located in Big 
Sky Resort’s Mountain Village, which is 
currently used for equipment storage and as a 
meeting place for personnel.

“At some point in the future, that facility is 
going to need to be staffed and it’s probably 
going to need to be modified,” Wintermute 
said, adding that residential and sleeping 
quarters for crew would likely need to be added.

Wintermute also said code enforcement on 
new construction is “hugely important” 
because once a structure has been built, it 
becomes the responsibility of BSFD “for the 
rest of its life, until it falls down.

“You need to make sure these large, high-risk 
buildings with a lot of people in them do not 
catch fire,” he said, “because if they do, you 
might not be able to put them out, quite frankly.”

Farhat said he does what he can to enforce the 
fire code, but there’s little time to do so, and 
his approach has centered on education. 

“If we choose to strongly enforce [the fire 
code], the county attorney is overloaded. We 
can use [BSFD’s] private attorney ... and I try 

to plug that hole, but there’s just not enough 
time in the day to do that,” he said.  

The BSFD board of trustees understands the 
department is shorthanded in that regard and 
resources for building review are tight all the 
way around, Farhat said. There’s one state 
building inspector assigned to this area, and 
one building code plan reviewer statewide, 
he added.

Other topics of conversation included the 
department ladder truck - which is currently 
located at the unstaffed station in Mountain 
Village – and how the opening of the Big Sky 
Medical Center has impacted the department. 

Farhat said transporting medical patients 
to BSMC rather than driving all the way to 
Bozeman has helped him keep resources in 
Big Sky.

The BSFD board of trustees will use ESCI’s 
findings to guide its policies the next 10 to 
15 years.

Wintermute ended his presentation by 
urging Big Sky to make use of the plan. 

“That’s probably the most important 
conversation to have now – now that you 
have it, what are you going to do with it? We 
really don’t like to see these master plans 
gather dust.”

Fire department master plan highlights areas of concern

The family docTor is in, in Big sky

(406) 995-6995   |   bozemanhealth.org   |   334 Town Center Avenue, Big Sky

You’ll find a Family Medicine Clinic at Bozeman Health Big Sky Medical Center, where our providers will coordinate care 
and help keep you and your family healthy.

“It’s a very unique 
situation and it 
really challenges the 
fire department.”



JUST LISTED - SADDLE RIDGE #D-3
- Adjacent to the Moonlight Lodge, easy walk

- 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths w/ beautiful furnishings

- Hot tub on balcony with gorgeous views

- Great vacation rental with easy ski access

$569,000 |  MLS 210636

SPANISH PEAKS CLUB #15
- 2,969+/- sf, 3BR/3BA, large family room 

- Spacious kitchen with large windows

- Beautiful finish work throughout

- Attached garage with great storage space

$625,000  |  MLS 209628

Becky & Jerry Pape - Broker/Owners
406-995-4848 (Office next to the Exxon) | 888-830-4883 (Toll free)  

406-995-4883 (Anytime) | www.triplecreek.com

SOLD

BIG HORN 11
- 1,595 sf 3BR/3B ski-in/ski-out condo

- End unit with extra windows

- Attached single car garage

- Best priced and beautifully maintained

 FURNISHED $432,000 |  MLS 209966

BIG HORN 66
- 3BR/3B 1,595 sf chalet w/ one car garage

- Beautifully upgraded & close to Poma Lift

- Granite countertops and tile

- Close to mountain shops & restaurants

FURNISHED  $525,000  |  MLS 207791

NEW LISTING - FIRELIGHT CONDO 7D
- ONLY 2BR/2B 1,092+/- sf condo listed

- Open floor plan w/ gas fireplace & breakfast bar

- Master suite w/ walk-in closet & double vanity

- Fully furnished with ideal location

$249,000  |  MLS 210724

PRIME CANYON COMMERCIAL  

- 2 commercial buildings located on 1.027 acres

- Building #1 has 3,230 sq. ft.

- Building #2 has 5,808 sq. ft.

- Great Investment with a good cap rate

$1,399,500  |  MLS 204402

28 NORTH - MOTIVATED SELLER
- 11.29 acre lot located just below Mtn Village

- Head-on views of ski runs

- Just minutes from the ski hill

- Short ride to Meadow amenities

$749,000 |  MLS 194811

FIRELIGHT CHALET 361  

- 2,136 sf - 3 bedroom, 3 bath chalet

- End unit with extra windows

- One car attached garage

- Close to Ousel Falls park and trails

 FURNISHED   $379,900  |  MLS 203720

MEADOW VILLAGE - LOTS 23 & 24

- 2 side-by-side .25 acre lots with million dollar views

- Located in the heart of Meadow Village above       

  Little Coyote Road

- Purchase one or both & build home on .5 acres

$168,900 EACH  |  MLS 188524 & 188525

CASCADE LOT - TBD WHITE OTTER RD
- .96 acre Cascade Lot on White Otter Rd 

- Nearby stream and borders greenbelt

- Ski-in/ski-out access on groomed trails

- Spectacular views of Lone Mountain

$499,500  |  MLS 210281

LAKE FRONT MANOR - LOT 6
- 1.04 acres in a 7 lot subdivision

- Overlooks Hebgen Lake

- Well in place & approved septic

- Private community dock

$299,000  |  MLS 170691

LADIGO/MONTANA RANCH - LOT 8
- 160 acre tract halfway between Boz. & Big Sky

- Gated ranch with horse facilites & riding trails

- Full-time ranch manager

- Borders Ted Turner’s ranch on 2 sides

$1,525,000  |  MLS 199541

BUCK RIDGE RANCH - LOT 32A
- 39.66 acre tract that allows horses

- Direct access to Forest Service land

- Total privacy above a gated road

- Captivating views

$900,000  |  MLS 156618

BEAVER CREEK - 20 ACRES
- 20 acre tract with a well & corral in place

- Sweeping views of the pristine watershed

- Gated road insures privacy & quiet living

- You & your horses will love this tract!

$349,000  |  MLS 192327

PRICE REDUCED

 MOTIVATED SELLER

JUST LISTED - 91 PAINTBRUSH   
- Custom 3,304+/- sf log home w/ 4 car garage

- Family friendly with 4BR/Office/2.5BA

- Large outdoor fireplace

- Within walking distance to Big Sky schools

$785,000  |  MLS 210321

NEW LISTING - BLACK EAGLE #8 

- 3,744+/- sf  3BR/3.5BA w/ great ski access

- Best streamside location, sold furnished

- Just steps to all the mountain amenities

- Incredible views of Lone Mountain 

$1,995,000  |  MLS 210575



BUDGET AMENDMENT PROCLAMATION BIG SKY SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 72 
GALLATIN COUNTY, MONTANA 

At a regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of Big Sky School District No. 
72, Gallatin County, Montana, held January 21, 2016 at 5:30pm in the MS/HS 

Conference Room, the following resolution was introduced:

WHEREAS, the Trustees of Big Sky School District No. 72, Gallatin County, 
Montana, have made a determination that as a result of an unanticipated 
enrollment increase, the District’s General Fund budget does not provide 

sufficient financing to properly maintain and support the District for the entire 
current school fiscal year; and 

WHEREAS, the Trustees have determined that an amendment to the General Fund 
budget in the amount of $62,015.98 is necessary under the provisions of Section 20-

9-161(1), MCA for the purpose of operating and maintaining the District, and 

WHEREAS, the anticipated source of financing the budget amendment 
expenditures shall be additional state assistance, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees of Big Sky School District 
No. 72, Gallatin County, Montana, proclaims a need for an amendment to the 

General Fund budget for fiscal year 2015-16 in the amount of $62,015.95 for 
the purpose identified above, and BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of 

Trustees of Big Sky School District No. 72, Gallatin County, Montana, will meet at 
5:30pm in the MS/HS Conference Room on February 17, 2016 for the purpose 

of considering and adopting the budget amendment.

the     cave
Spirits & Gifts

BIG SKY’S
FULL SERVICE LIQUOR STORE
UNIQUE Shirts

Hats
Books
JewelryMONTANA GIFTS

JOIN OUR MONTHLY WINE CLUB AND 

ENJOY MEMBER DISCOUNTS!
CALL US OR STOP IN TO SIGN UP •  (406) 995-4343

OPEN MON.-SAT. 10-8, SUN. 10-6

Located in TOWN CENTER at the 
corner of LONE MOUNTAIN TRAIL and OUSEL FALLS ROAD

MONTANA STATE
LIQUOR STORE

BEER & 
WINE

Call us or stop in to sign up 

THE 
RAM’S HORN

hours.
Sunday 1-5p.m.
Monday 10a.m.-6p.m.
(Toddlers Storytime 10:30 a.m.)
Tuesday 4-8p.m.
Wednesday 4-8p.m.
Closed Thursday-Saturday

Public Computers 
available here. All are 

welcome.

Located at the north end 
of Ophir School

bigskylibrary.org

Toddler Storytime
Mon. 2/8 & 2/15, 10:30 am
Bring your little ones!

Announcements

BY DUSTIN SHIPMAN
BSSD SUPERINTENDENT

“The Ram’s Horn” is a regular column by Big Sky 
School District Superintendent Dustin Shipman, offer-
ing news and insight from the district. 

In this column, I will describe some of the partner-
ships that the Big Sky School District has capitalized 
on to impact our students’ growth and development, 

both intellectually and artistically. 

This year, we formed a partnership with “Hatch,” a network of innovators 
and thinkers who are among the best in the world at what they do. Our first 
relationship with Hatch was student participation during their annual confer-
ence at Moonlight Basin last summer. Our students were able to participate in 
workshops and network with Hatch members from all over the world and the 
Ostinato Project was one result of the conference. 

Led by Warren Miller Performing Arts Center Artistic Director John Zirkle, 
the Ostinato Project provides a platform for our students to work with world 
famous composer Phillip Sheppard and producer Russell Spurlock. We are 
able to communicate with these experts in their field via Skype and email, and 
give the students an opportunity to create music while also experiencing how 
music is edited and recorded. 

Hatch has also exposed our students to Missoula-based writer Elke Govert-
sen, owner and writer for the parenting magazine “Mamalode.” Govertsen 
spent a day with our students during an assembly prior to more formal 
meetings with students about their writing projects. Both of these Hatch 
partnerships have exposed our students to people who are at or near the top of 
their industry. We hope Hatch becomes a long-term partner and continues to 
encourage innovation and passion in Big Sky students. 

Zirkle is also leading the “1st Chair Project,” which is a partnership between 
the school district and Montana State University music students, who visit 
the school weekly to perform with our kids. Big Sky students are able to 
hear and see others performing their instruments at a high level, providing a 
unique learning opportunity. 

While these are two of our key partnerships, we have many others with com-
munity members here at the school. Jill Bough and Tori Pintar are working 
with our students through Art Café, a lunchtime program hosted on campus 
for all of our high school students. Barbara Rowley also volunteers her time 
to lead our students in sophisticated theater productions. 

Any partnerships the school can initiate and cultivate are important for our 
kids as they navigate the challenges they face as young learners. If you wish to 
partner with the school in any way, please come see us. We are always look-
ing for opportunities to expose our kids to people they can learn from and be 
inspired by.
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STORY AND PHOTOS BY JOSEPH T. O’CONNOR
EBS MANAGING EDITOR

BOZEMAN – A new book written by 

Renaissance man and Montana native Robert 

Staffanson is more than a memoir penned with 

the wit, humor and knowledge inherent in 

those who have lived fascinating lives. It’s an 

evolutionary tour de force.

“Witness to Spirit: My Life with Cowboys, 

Mozart and Indians” follows Staffanson from his 

parents’ ranch along the Yellowstone River in 

eastern Montana, to the Springfield Symphony 

in Massachusetts, and back to The Treasure State 

where he founded the American Indian Institute 

in Bozeman.

The book’s title, Staffanson says, was a group 

effort between his daughter Kristin Campbell 

as well as film producer Pam Roberts, a close 

friend and creator of Rattlesnake Productions in 

Bozeman.

“It’s about the spirit in vastly different 

environments,” said Staffanson, who turned 

94 last November. “And I was there. I was the 

witness.”

The book is divided into three sections called 

“movements,” which highlight three major 

themes: Cowboys, Music, and Indians. And 

these three movements in Staffanson’s life 

are nothing less than inspiring, according to 

Bozeman writer Todd Wilkinson, who wrote the 

book’s introduction.

“What Bob has done is led by example on how to 

live an ethical and meaningful life; how to stand 

and act on one’s own convictions,” Wilkinson 

said. “If you look at the arc of his life … there’s 

nobody who has lived a life like that. In that 

sense, he’s an original American.”

“Witness” opens with Staffanson learning to ride 
his first horse as a 4-year-old cowboy in eastern 

Montana, and about 
the stories of Native 
Americans that older 
cowboys told in the 
late 1920s. 

At a young age, 

Staffanson became 

enamored with the 

American Indian 

way of life. Indeed, 

it would lead him 

back to the Montana 

of his youth in what 

would become the 

third movement in 

his book.

While attending 

the University of 

Montana School 

of Music, where 

he studied classical 
conductors including 
Bach, Brahms, Beethoven and Mozart, Staffanson 
married Ann, his high school sweetheart. 

In 1950, the couple moved back to the eastern 
part of the state, where Staffanson taught music 
classes then founded the Billings Symphony 
before moving in 1955 to conduct the Springfield 
Symphony in Massachusetts.

To Staffanson the writer, music acted as the 
thread to connect the varying movements, and 
was, as he calls it, “fulfilling.” In the book’s 
second act, Staffanson writes of this critical 
component in his life.

“I believe great music is a primal force. It takes 
us beyond the confines of our world into realms 
of pure spirit: a harbinger of what may be ahead 
for us.”

What lay ahead were profound changes sparked 

during summer return trips to Montana. During 

these vacations, Staffanson began forming strong 

relationships with American Indians, as well as a 

deepening interest 

in human rights. 

In 1970, after 

deciding to leave 

conducting and 

big-city life for a 

return to Montana, 

Staffanson suffered 

a kinked bowel 

related to stress 

from the fraught 

decision. Strong 

doses of antibiotics 

caused him to lose 

most of his hearing. 

Music would never 

be the same for him.

The next year, Robert and Ann moved to Helena 

with their daughter Kristin. In 1977, the Crow 

Nation hosted a meeting at the headwaters of 

the Missouri River, and the American Indian 

Institute joined with the Traditional Circle of 

Indian Elders and Youth to form the Two Circles. 

The Bozeman-based nonprofit aims to celebrate 

American Indian heritage and bring about a greater 

understanding of America’s native peoples.

Less than a mile east of the American Indian 

Institute, at a Bozeman Public Library book reading 

on Jan. 22, Staffanson signed copies of his book for 

fans, and answered questions. Wilkinson was the 

first speaker to introduce Staffanson, and spoke 

about helping the author put the book together.

“Here’s a 94-year-old guy being recognized 

in front of his community for living an 

extraordinary life,” Wilkinson said. “This is an 

honoring ceremony for the most remarkable man 

I’ve ever met.”

After introductions by Wilkinson and longtime 

American Indian Institute affiliate José Lucero, 

Staffanson rested his arms on the podium, and his 

piercing blues eyes gazed out over the full house.

He read excerpts from his book, entertaining the 

crowd with witty prose and raising more than a 

few comments from the spiritual context of the 

reading. One line in particular, one that opens the 

prelude to “Witness,” unearths a deeper context 

of Staffanson’s story:

“A friend asked me, ‘Did you choose your life?’ 

My answer: ‘No, life chose me.’”

Staffanson just decided to write it down.

Witness
New book weaves themes of extraordinary life

Robert Staffanson signs copies of his book, “Witness to Spirit” at the Bozeman Public Library prior to a 
reading on Jan. 22. 

José Lucero (at left), longtime participant with the American Indian Institute, and Todd Wilkinson, who wrote the 
introduction to “Witness to Spirit,” wait to introduce Staffanson to a full house.



Diamond Pendants

Available exclusively at:
Rhinestone Cowgirl, 32 Town Center Ave 

JP Woolies in the Mountain Mall at Big Sky Resort

Now featuring the work of legendary nature photographer Thomas D. Mangelsen
“First Light – Grizzly Bear” 30x45, Framed Print
Town Center, Big Sky, Montana | creightonblockgallery.com

Creighton Block
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The AGENCY Insurance Division

INSURING 
YOUR ASSETS
• auto
• business
• home

www.AgencyInsDiv.com
Licensed in AZ, CA, IA, ID, FL, MT, NY, NV         PH: 406 993 9242

 AGENCY Insurance Division

www.AgencyInsDiv.com

LOCAL COURIER SERVICE
Now Serving Big Sky

406-579-9123
or

406-570-1122

Twice A Day Monday - Friday

Weekend Delivery Available

For Pricing & To Schedule Call

Affordable delivery to & from Bozeman to Big Sky!

�

�

 
 

Big Sky Business Services 
and Sean & Wanda McCarthy 

would like to say: 
 

Thank You 
to all our wonderful customers over 

the past 15 years that helped make us 
successful. It has been a pleasure to 

serve you. Now it’s time for us to 
move on to new adventures. 

 

We have sold our business to Agata Morrill 
from West Yellowstone where she owns a 
print shop.  Printing will now be offered 

here in Big Sky to go along with the 
shipping services. 

 

We believe she will be an asset to the 
community and we hope you support her. 

 

Thanks again, Sean & Wanda 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

BOZEMAN – On Jan. 28, Yellowstone National 
Park and the Acoustic Atlas at Montana State 
University Library announced the launch of the 
Yellowstone Collection, a curated compilation of 
field recordings and a developing podcast series 
highlighting America’s first national park. 

The growing audio collection aims to create 
new ways to experience the animals, landscapes 
and people of the area, by offering a free online 
archive of natural sounds, interviews and radio 
stories focused on the Greater Yellowstone 
Ecosystem.

The Acoustic Atlas was founded in 2013 and 
includes recordings from throughout the Western 
U.S. The Yellowstone collection builds on its 
mission to document the sounds of regional 
ecosystems. 

“Montana State University Library launched 
the Acoustic Atlas because there are relatively 
few natural sound collections at libraries, and 
even fewer focusing on the Greater Yellowstone 
Ecosystem,” said Kenning Arlitsch, dean of the 
MSU Library. “We could not be more excited to 
share the sounds of Yellowstone through our 
archive.” 

In addition to 
expanding the natural 
sounds collection 
at MSU, the field 
recordings will be 
used as a foundation 
in creating sound-rich, 
podcast-style audio 
pieces that tell the 
stories of research and 
issues in YNP. The 
audio stories, which 
visitors and followers 
can listen to online, will 
highlight the rich, but 
changing, soundscapes 
of the area, chronicle 
some of the research 
taking place in the 
Greater Yellowstone 
Ecosystem and spotlight key voices in the region. 

“It’s kind of like public radio for Yellowstone 
National Park. I hope these stories build 
perspective and advance our conversations about 
science and the complexities of preservation 
in Yellowstone,” said project producer and 
Yellowstone National Park correspondent 
Jennifer Jerrett. “[This year] marks the National 
Park Service Centennial, so it seems fitting to stop 
and listen – to really listen – and reflect on the 
meaning of parks and preservation in America.”

The project is supported in part by Montana 
State University, the Yellowstone Association, 
the Yellowstone Park Foundation, and by a grant 
through the Eyes on Yellowstone program, which 
is made possible by Canon U.S.A., Inc. This 
program represents the largest corporate donation 
for wildlife conservation in the park. 

Audio from the partnership can be accessed 
at nps.gov/yell/learn/photosmultimedia/
soundlibrary  and acousticatlas.org.

Yellowstone launches audio project with MSU

Jennifer Jerrett records at Mammoth Terraces in Yellowstone National Park. PHOTO BY NEAL HERBERT 
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BY JOHN S. ADAMS
MONTANA FREE PRESS

HELENA – Thousands of newly uncovered 

documents and recently filed court records 

bolster the already mounting evidence 

tying the anti-union National Right to 

Work Committee to the political activities 

of conservative nonprofit groups accused 

of improperly coordinating Republican 

legislative primary campaigns in Montana.

Emails, documents, and affidavits recently 

obtained by Montana’s commissioner of 

political practices paint a detailed picture 

of how the national anti-union group 

oversaw the activities of American Tradition 

Partnership, the group at the center of 

allegations of illegal third-party influence in 

Montana Republican primary campaigns in 

2008, 2010, and 2012.

The National Right to Work Committee 

is a 501(c)(4) “social welfare” group that, 

according to the IRS, should not engage 

in “direct or indirect participation or 

intervention in political campaigns on behalf 

of or in opposition to any candidate for public 

office.”

Tens of thousands of pages of emails obtained 

by Montana Commissioner of Political 

Practices Jonathan Motl show a link between 

top NRTWC officials and political campaign 

activities in Montana.

A former NRTWC employee said in a sworn 

affidavit filed in Helena District Court that 

NRTWC staff was relocated to Montana to 

work on the 2010 primary campaign and that 

Dimitri Kesari, the political director of the 

national organization, oversaw their work. 

Emails provided to Motl show that National 

Right to Work Executive Director Jedd 

Coburn was in regular communication with 

the groups doing political work in Montana, 

and provided text for candidates’ campaign 

materials.

Motl said this latest trove of information is 

significant because it proves ATP was not 

acting as an independent-issue advocacy 

organization, as the groups claimed, but 

was instead part of a massive, coordinated 

campaign machine funded by an out-of-state 

organization with the goal of changing the 

makeup of the Montana Legislature.

“Christian LeFer was here as a field operative 

for National Right to Work. Once you get 

there, then National Right to Work’s central 

role is more apparent,” Motl said. “I don’t 

think you can underestimate the significance, 

or the threat, that a coordinated, funded, 

centralized corporate takeover of candidates 

poses [to elections].”

Motl said in 2008, when Western Tradition 

Partnership first emerged on the scene 

in Montana, and in 2010 when the group 

changed its name to American Tradition 

Partnership, most people, including a 

previous commissioner of political practices, 

believed the group was an independent 

entity.

“You can see from looking at all of these 

documents that it wasn’t,” Motl said.

A spokesman for the National Right to Work 

Committee did not 

return multiple 

phone calls or emails 

seeking comment 

for this story. 

LeFer, who was the 

director of Montana 

Citizens for Right 

to Work and ran two 

political nonprofits 

in Montana, also did 

not respond to email 

inquiries.

According to a U.S. Senate lobbying 

disclosure database, NRTWC spent more 

than $42 million between 1999 and 2016 

lobbying the Senate to pass a national “Right 

to Work” bill. Dimitri Kesari was one of the 

group’s top lobbyists in Washington, D.C., 

during most of that period. 

Montana is one of the few Western states 

without a right to work law. Such laws 

prohibit labor unions from requiring 

employees to join the union or pay dues as a 

condition of employment.

LeFer’s Montana nonprofit group WTP made 

national headlines in 2012 when Frontline 

and ProPublica reported about boxes 

of documents that revealed how the 

organization coordinated with Republican 

legislative candidates.

WTP is also the group that successfully sued 

the state in 2011 and eventually overturned 

Montana’s 100-year-old ban on corporate 

spending in elections.

Former staffers and interns who worked for 

WTP, its successor group ATP, and Christian 

and Allison LeFer, the Colorado couple who 

ran those organizations and a host of other 

political groups, turned over thousands of 

emails to Motl as part of an investigation 

leading up to a civil lawsuit.

Motl is suing Bozeman Republican Rep. Art 

Wittich in Helena District Court, alleging 

Wittich broke Montana campaign finance 

laws by accepting illegal corporate campaign 

contributions. Motl alleges WTP/ATP and 

other groups provided coordinated campaign 

services to Wittich and other conservative 

Republican candidates at little or no cost to 

the candidates.

Wittich has denied the allegations, saying he 

paid for the services he was provided. He has 

accused Motl of engaging in a “political witch 

hunt.”

That case is scheduled to go to jury trial 

March 28.

Motl made the email documents available for 

inspection by reporters in response to a series 

of public information requests from the 

Montana Free Press and the Bozeman Daily 

Chronicle.

Many of the email highlights come from 

Andrew O’Neill, a staffer who worked on 

graphics and website design on behalf of 

WTP/ATP and the various campaign services 

corporations run by the LeFers.

A review of the emails indicates O’Neill was 

deeply involved in the day-to-day operations 

Documents detail Right to Work’s involvement in 
Montana elections

“I don’t think you can underestimate 
the significance, or the threat, that 
a coordinated, funded, centralized 
corporate takeover of candidates 
poses [to elections].”
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 5 night/6 day trips
boundaryexpeditions.com

On your cell phone

2.5 hrs 0 hrs

Screen time

9 hrs 0 hrs

Commuting

1 hr 0 hrs

Just 5 hours from Big Sky lies one 
of the finest river trips in the world.

time to plan your summer vacation

of the organizations centered on GOP legislative campaigns. The 

emails indicate O’Neill and other WTP/ATP staffers had regular 

communication with the LeFers and high-level NRTWC officials 

surrounding the campaigns of Republican legislative candidates.

In one of the emails, a document details the offerings of a turn-key 

campaign operation called Smart Simple Campaigns which reads: 

“EVERYTHING BELOW WE DO FOR INVITEES IS FREE OR AT 

COST.”

In another email, Christian LeFer invited 26 Republican legislative 

candidates to candidate training seminar in Bozeman.

“Your campaign’s effectiveness and your ability to recruit volunteers, 

and fundraise will immensely benefit, money-back guaranteed,” the 

email states, adding, “Please do not forward…”

Motl said that is the main problem with the operation: The NRTWC-

affiliated groups in Montana provided services and labor to certain 

candidates without disclosing what was done or how much was spent. 

In some cases, the documents show, those groups gave away those 

services for free.

“The significant thing for Montanans is that in the 2010 Montana 

Republican primary elections, there was a group that consistently 

sought privacy with the candidates it was working with,” Motl said, 

“and provided those candidates services that were compensated by 

paid, professional staff with the payment being from the National 

Right to Work Committee to those staff people.

“Those paid staff provided sophisticated, targeted voter ID lists for the 

legislative districts that candidates were running in. They provided 

walking lists for the candidates. They did graphics for the candidates; 

they built websites. And the candidates didn’t pay for it.”

The Montana Free Press is a statewide, independent, nonprofit 

source for in-depth Montana news, information, and analysis. Visit 

montanafreepress.org to access more than 2,000 pages of emails from 

more than 14,000 submitted to Motl.

continued from pg. 14

Jonathan Motl, Montana Commissioner of Political Practices, pours through email documents linking the 
National Right to Work Committee to political campaign activities in Montana. PHOTO BY JOHN S. ADAMS/
MONTANA FREE PRESS
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Check out our new menu--more vegetarian options, sharing plates and the Rainbow wild game you love!

Fantastic hand crafted cocktails, award-winning wine selection, local Montana beers.

Reserve your place along the river today! Just 5 miles south of Big Sky turn off on Hwy 191.

406-995-4132  |  Big Sky, Montana  |  WWW.RAINBOWRANCHBIGSKY.COM
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(406) 209-7098info@wiabigsky.org

AVAILABLE COUNSELING SERVICES IN BIG SKY

Women In Action has partnered with Alcohol and Drug Services of 
Gallatin County in Bozeman to offer a full spectrum substance abuse 
program in Big Sky.

 Services provided:
• Chemical dependency evaluations
• ACT/Prime for Life education classes
• Outpatient therapy group treatment

All services are based on a sliding fee or adaptable to income needs

To learn more or make 
an appointment, call the 

ADSGC office in Bozeman at 
406.586.5493 or the Big Sky 
counselor at 406.580.6012

To learn more or
make an appointment,

call the MSU 
Human Development Clinic’s

Big Sky Counselor at 
406.570.3907

Women In Action, in partnership with the Montana State University 
Human Development Clinic, provides the Big Sky community access to 
mental health counseling services.

Services provided :
• Idividual & group counseling
• Couple, child, & family therapy
• Career counseling
• Skills & development workshops
• Consultation & referrals

Substance Abuse Counseling

Community Counseling

www.wiabigsky.org

Located at: 47855 Gallatin Road, Unit #1—Big Sky, MT
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BY AMANDA EGGERT
EBS STAFF WRITER

BIG SKY – Sizable early leads during the Lady Big Horns’ last two home games 
allowed Lone Peak High School head coach Nubia Allen to give her junior varsity 
players plenty of minutes on the varsity floor. 

Several freshmen and sophomore players stepped up to the plate with steals, assists 
and baskets from both inside and outside the 3-point arc.

On Jan. 29 versus Gardiner, the Lady Big Horns led 10-4 in the first quarter and 
poured it on in the second. By the time the halftime buzzer rang, they were up 23-5.

Sophomore guard Kuka Holder had a particularly strong night on both ends of the 
court. She held the Bruins’ strongest player, guard P.J. Thomas, to 9 points while 
scoring a game-high 16.

“Kuka’s quick enough to be a guard, but she’s taller than most of the guards, so she has 
an advantage,” Allen said.

LPHS also established momentum early on in their Jan. 23, 54-18 win over the 
Sheridan Panthers.

The Panthers are a small, young team – four eighth graders joined one sophomore, 
two juniors and a senior for this most recent game. When LPHS and Sheridan squared 
off in Sheridan on Dec. 4, two of five Panthers fouled out in the second half. The 
Lady Big Horns won that game 47-23 after spending much of the fourth quarter 
playing three-on-three basketball.

During their Jan. 23 matchup, Dasha Bough put up half of her game-high 20 points 
in the first quarter, making four 2-point shots and two free throws. At the end of the 
first quarter, the Lady Big Horns led 23-4.

Bough and the other starters played little of the second half, allowing the freshmen 
and sophomores a chance to shine. “All of [them] got to play almost the entire fourth 
quarter,” Allen said. “It was nice to see everyone playing.” Nine of 12 players put 
points on the board during the contest.

Freshman guard Kodi Boersma sank the first shot of the fourth quarter and followed 
it with a 3-pointer. “She’s a consistent player,” Allen said. “She’s always pushing 
herself [and] she’s not afraid to shoot, which is great.”

Another freshman, center Solae Swenson, scored two 15-foot jump shots in the 
fourth quarter.  

Defensively, the Lady Big Horns were on point, grabbing 16 steals. Sheridan capital-
ized on the few free-throw opportunities they had, going six-for-eight from the line. 
All five of their fourth quarter points were scored with free throws.

The next home game for the 11-3 Lady Big Horns is Saturday, Feb. 6 against White 
Sulphur Springs, the sixth-ranked team in the district. It will be the first time LPHS 
faces the Hornets this season. 

LPHS girls school Sheridan 
and Gardiner

BY AMANDA EGGERT
EBS STAFF WRITER

If the shots had fallen just a 
little better, Lone Peak High 
School’s Jan. 30 game against 
Gardiner could have been theirs. 
Although it was within reach 
several times during the night, 
the Big Horns couldn’t quite 
secure the lead in their 56-47 
loss to the Bruins.

“We just didn’t knock the 
shots down,” said LPHS head 
coach Al Malinowski. “Nor-
mally we shoot in the 40 to 50 
percent range for two-pointers, 
and in that game we were at 
about 39 percent.”

The Bruins’ star player, post 
player Jerry Hurst, scored 23 
points, mostly inside the paint. 

“We need to continue working 
on our post defense so we don’t 
allow a bigger player to get the 
ball [that] close to the basket,” 
Malinowski said.

Although they didn’t win, Malinowski was encouraged by the Big Horns’ effort 
and their rebounding in particular – they grabbed 11 offensive boards. 

“While [Gardiner is] young, they’re still a pretty long team and a pretty athletic 
team,” Malinowski said. “I was proud of the way we were able to do a better job 
rebounding than we have in past games.” 

Junior guard Eddie Starz went 9 of 10 from the free-throw line and scored 27 
points, enough to tie him with alumnus Trevor House for most career points scored 
in LPHS history. He also broke his own record from last year for most points scored 
in a season, and had 304 when EBS went to press on Feb. 3.  

The Big Horns set two scoring records against Sheridan during their Jan. 23 match-
up at home. Starz scored 39 points – a record for most individual points – and the 
team put up 87 points, surpassing the previous record of 84 set last season.

Although Starz’ feat was impressive there were notable contributions team-wide, 
as eight of nine Big Horns scored. Kolya Bough and senior guard Hugo Boman set 
personal career records with eight and 10 points, respectively.

“[Bough’s] scoring is improving because he’s starting to find a few more shots,” Ma-
linowski said. “He hit the 3-pointer which put a stamp on our first half.” The score 
at halftime was 42-19 Big Horns.

LPHS kept the Panthers’star shooter, junior guard Tristan Horn, scoreless in the 
first quarter, but he came back with a vengeance with nine points in the second 
quarter, 12 in the third, and 17 points in the fourth. 

When the dust settled, Horn had scored 40 of the Panthers’ 54 points. “When he 
saw an opening, he took it, and he didn’t miss very many of them,” Malinowski 
said. “We need to do a better job as an overall team to work together to stop one 
player from scoring on us like that.”

Starz had seven steals, and he converted many of them into points on the other end 
of the floor. 

“Ever since we played Twin [Bridges], our focus has been on trying to get more 
points from our defense, and we’re starting to see benefits from that,” Malinowski 
said. “What I like about our team is we’ve seen steady improvement and it feels like 
we keep building on our improvements.”

The ninth-ranked Big Horns will face off against fourth-ranked White Sulphur 
Springs at home on Saturday, Feb. 6.

Big Horns fall to Bruins, set 
records in win over Panthers

Sophomore point guard Carter Johnsen squares up to shoot. Johnsen was one of three junior varsity players who 
scored points in the Big Horns’ varsity win against the Sheridan Panthers on Jan. 23.

Junior guard Eddie Starz goes for a lay-up against Tristan 
Horn, Sheridan’s star player. Starz scored 39 points to Horns’ 
game-high 40 points. PHOTOS BY AMANDA EGGERT
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SPORTS

LPHS Basketball
Schedule & Standings

** District 11/12C basketball games

TEAM WINS LOSSES WINS LOSSES
1. ENNIS 9 1 11 3

2. MANHATTAN 
CHRISTIAN

8 1 11 3

3. TWIN BRIDGES 8 1 10 4

4. WHITE SULPHUR 
SPRINGS

6 3 7 7

5. SHIELDS VALLEY 6 4 7 7

6. GARDINER 5 5 6 8

7. HARRISON / 
WILLOW CREEK

3 5 4 9

8. LONE PEAK 3 6 4 10

9. WEST 
YELLOWSTONE

2 7 3 10

10. SHERIDAN 1 8 1 12

11. LIMA 1 8 2 12

OVERALLCONFERENCE

11/12 C BOYS BASKETBALL STANDINGS

TEAM WINS LOSSES WINS LOSSES
1. TWIN BRIDGES 9 0 14 0

2. MANHATTAN 
CHRISTIAN

9 0 11 3

3. LONE PEAK 7 2 11 3

4. ENNIS 6 4 8 6

5. SHIELDS VALLEY 6 4 7 7

6. WHITE SULPHUR 
SPRINGS

5 4 6 8

7. HARRISON /
WILLOW CREEK

3 5 5 8

8. WEST 
YELLOWSTONE

2 7 5 9

9. LIMA 1 8 6 8

10. GARDINER 1 9 1 13

11. SHERIDAN 0 9 0 13

OVERALLCONFERENCE

11/12 C GIRLS BASKETBALL STANDINGS

• WATER DAMAGE RESTORATION
• CUSTOM REMODEL
• MAINTENANCE
• INTERIOR PAINTING

PristineBigSky.com  |  406.624.3323

Your premier restoration, remodel & maintenance company in 
Big Sky with over 50 years of combined experience in many trades.

No job is too small! 
We service both 
commercial and 
residential projects

Mexican Steakhouse Saloon
Riverfront Cabin 

Rentals

c i n n a m o n l o d g e a n d a d v e n t u r e s . co m4 0 6 . 9 9 5 . 4 2 5 3

11 Miles South of Big Sky on Hwy 191 on the way to Yellowstone National Park

NOW OPEN 4p.m Friday, Saturday & Sunday

A n  O l d  E s c a p e  W i t h  A  N e w  T w i s t

Feb. 6 Home White Sulphur Springs** G  5:30
B  7:00

Feb. 12 Home West Yellowstone** G  5:30
B  7:00
JVG  4:00

Feb. 13 Home Lima**  / Senior Parent Day G  2:30
B  4:00

Feb. 17 - 20 Away @ Manhattan Christian
 District 11/12C Tournament 

TBA
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BY BRANDON NILES
EBS SPORTS COLUMNIST

As of EBS press time 
on Feb. 3, the NFL was 
gearing up to crown its 
Super Bowl champion on 
Feb. 7 when the Denver 
Broncos and Carolina 
Panthers square off.

This season was one of surprises and 
disappointments and, like every year, the NFL 
gave us multiple storylines that filled us with 
hope and inspiration, as well as sadness and 
defeat. We saw what may be the end of the line 
for NFL legends like Detroit Lions receiver 
Calvin Johnson and Broncos quarterback Peyton 
Manning, as well as the beginning of a new 
era with the success of rookies like Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers quarterback Jameis Winston. 

Teams including the Baltimore Ravens and 
Indianapolis Colts suffered injuries that 
derailed their seasons, while the New England 
Patriots forged ahead to the playoffs, despite 
losing key starters on offense. 

Here’s a look at some of my favorite storylines of 
the 2015-2016 NFL season. 

The emergence of Cam
Panthers quarterback Cam Newton entered the 
echelon of elite quarterbacks this year behind 
45 regular season touchdowns – 35 passing and 
10 rushing – and led an exciting young Carolina 
team to the Super Bowl. With improved passing 
and decision-making, Newton developed into a 
complete quarterback, and is just beginning what 
should be a long career of MVP-caliber seasons.

The immortal Tom Brady
“Deflategate?” History. Turning 38 years old? No 
problem. Injuries to key starters on offense? Bring 
it on. Despite these issues, Patriots quarterback 
Tom Brady led the league in touchdown passes 
and guided his team to the AFC Championship 
game. Brady remains one of the best at his 
position, and fans are privileged to watch him 
play at such an elite level despite his age. Brady 
thinks he has up to 10 years left in the league. I’m 
not going to argue with him.

Wade Phillips: defensive genius
All Wade Phillips does is coach elite defenses. 
As a head coach, he’s had limited success, but as a 
defensive coordinator Philips is about as good as it 
gets. After leading the Houston Texans defense to 
top 10 rankings in points allowed each year from 
2011 to 2013, the Broncos hired Phillips to lead 
their defense this season. The Broncos improved 
from 16th to fourth in points allowed this year, 

and allowed the least amount of yards to opposing 
offenses. Phillips is a big reason why the Broncos 
made it to the Super Bowl, and head coach Gary 
Kubiak is lucky to have him on staff.

There were plenty of other things to love 
about this season: the emerging young talent in 
Oakland, Jacksonville, and Washington will all 
be worth watching in the future; the amazing 
campaign the Arizona Cardinals had; and the 
Seattle Seahawks’ late season success added 
intrigue as well. 

While it’s hard to pick out just a handful of my 
favorite moments from this year, the dominant 
Denver defense and amazing seasons from 
Newton and Brady stand out above the rest. 

Once the Super Bowl is over, the long layoff until 
next year begins. But with the flurry of offseason 
activity that occurs each spring, fans can eagerly 
follow their favorite teams during free agency 
and the NFL draft as they put away their tailgate 
equipment until next fall.

Brandon Niles is a longtime fan of football and 
scotch, and has been writing about sports for the 
past decade. He is a fantasy football scout for 4for4 
Fantasy Football and is co-host of the 2 Guys Podcast.

SPORTS

NFL season in review

BY TYLER ALLEN
EBS SENIOR EDITOR

Before the NFL playoffs began, EBS Publisher 
Eric Ladd and I made a bet. Ladd is a Denver 
Broncos fan and I root for the New England 
Patriots – the supporter of the team that lost first 
was required to publish an editorial describing how 
great the quarterback is on the opposing franchise. 
Congratulations Eric!  

Denver Broncos quarterback Peyton Manning on 
Jan. 24 again slayed the two-headed dragon that 
has tormented him throughout his career. 

In the 17th matchup against Patriots quarterback 
Tom Brady and his diabolical coach Bill 
Belichick, Manning cemented his legacy as 
one of the best game managers in NFL history, 
punching his ticket to a fifth Super Bowl 
appearance with a 20-18 win. 

The Broncos’ stout defense and numerous Patriots 
mistakes allowed Manning’s efficient offense to 
score enough points to send Denver to its eighth 
Super Bowl. 

Manning threw for 176 yards, completing 17 
of 32 pass attempts with two touchdowns. But 
it was the 39-year-old’s legs that completed 
one of the contest’s biggest plays, as No. 18 
scrambled for a 12-yard gain resulting in a first 
down late in the game. 

The torn plantar fascia that sidelined the 

quarterback for a number of weeks during 

the regular season – causing him to miss the 

Broncos’ regular season overtime win against 

the Patriots Nov. 29 – showed no signs of 

slowing the Hall of Fame quarterback as he 

galloped around the Patriots’ right end.

While Brady owns the head-to-head record 

(11-6) between two of the greatest quarterbacks 

to ever play the game, they’ve split the last 

10 matchups, 5-5. And when it’s counted 

the most, in the playoffs, Manning leads the 

rivalry 3-2 and has won three of four AFC 

Championship game meetings. 

Though Brady outgained Manning through 

the air with 310 yards in the Jan. 24 contest, 

Manning has put up astronomical statistics 

since the Indianapolis Colts picked him No. 

1 overall in the 1998 NFL draft. Manning has 

thrown for 71,940 yards, 539 touchdowns and 

been awarded the NFL Most Valuable Player 

five times during his illustrious career. 

EBS went to press Feb. 3, but if Manning leads 

his Broncos to a Super Bowl 50 victory over 

the Carolina Panthers on Feb. 7, he’ll have two 

rings to Brady’s four. 

Manning’s career statistics are incredibly 
impressive, but it may be his ability to rebound 
from injury that makes him such an amazing 
football player. 

He battled through old age and a nagging foot 

injury to win the AFC Championship with 

Denver, but may have never become a Bronco 

if it wasn’t for a neck injury that sidelined him 

for the 2011 season. The Colts decided to usher 

in a new era at quarterback when they picked 

Andrew Luck No. 1 overall in the 2012 draft 

and Manning signed with Denver. 

When the tense, hard-fought championship 

game was over, Manning was caught on camera 

telling coach Belichick, “This might be my last 

rodeo.” The two have matched wits throughout 

their careers and if this season is indeed the 

end of the road for Manning, he managed to 

get some crucial eight-second rides against one 

of the greatest coach-player combos in NFL 

history. 

Way to hang on Peyton. I hope to see you in the 

ring again after Super Bowl 50. You’re one of 

the best to ever sling the pigskin. 

See you on the slopes Tom.

Opinion
Peyton Manning notches historic AFC Championship win
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How time flies...it’s already February and before we know it we’ll be 
fishing Parachute Adams to rising trout again! 

For now we’ll just have to be satisfied with a nymph rig, the occasional 
pod of fish sipping midges and low and slow streamer swings. That being 
said fishing has been consistently good and even a few reports of slightly 
bigger fish being caught out of the Gallatin.

At the risk of sounding like a broken record your typical winter offerings 
will still produce trout, such as the Pat’s Rubber Legs, Zebra Midges, and 
of course eggs and worms. 

Brought to you by Jimmy Armijo-Grover, General Manager

Locals Fishing Report from Gallatin River Guides

Some dry fly action may be found on calm, overcast days if you’re 
in the right place. The upper Madison around Raynold’s Pass, $3 
Bridge and Pine Butte are all good areas to look for fish eating 
on the surface. If you want numbers stick to the nymph rig. If 
you’re patient swinging a streamer can produce some action as 
well. I recommend smaller dark and natural colored streamers.

On the Gallatin you need long runs of slow moving water and a 
calm, overcast day to find a good winter midge hatch. It might 
be a few more weeks until we see more consistent action on top 
though. Sticking to the nymph rig is the way to go for now, but 
some continue to put fish in the net swinging streamers.

The lower Madison below Ennis Dam all the way to Black’s Ford 
is also a good place to head hunt. Beartrap Canyon is a good 
place to get away from some of the Bozeman traffic or drop in 
below Ennis dam. There are also some great runs along Beartrap 
Road above and below Warm Springs.

Sounds like the Yellowstone River is also putting on a fair show 
between Ennis and Gardiner. Maybe consider a day on DePuy’s...
only $40 a rod this time of year!

Happy fishing and don’t forget Thursday Night Fly Tying at 
Gallatin River Guides...5pm all winter long.

Since ’84. Fine Purveyors of Fly Fishing Awesome-ness.

GEAR. GUIDES. HONEST INFO.
Serving Big Sky, Yellowstone Park, and Southwest Montana

montanaflyfishing.com • 406-995-2290
Pat Straub; Montana licensed outfitter #7878

Visit our blog for good things: BigSkyFishBlog.com

CDC Cluster Midge

Green Machine

Pat’s Rubber Legs

Hot Head Czech Nypmh

Red Zebra Midge

If you’re looking to improve your off piste skiing, sign up for the 
“Knowledge is Powder” Off Trail Camp for the perfect combination of 
pristine snow, excellent terrain, and top-notch instruction. 

Powder Camp Dates

Session I Dec. 18 - 20

Session II Jan. 8 - 10

Session III Jan. 22 - 24

Session IV Feb. 5 - 7

Session V Feb. 26 - 28

Session VI March 11 - 13 
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BY TAYLOR-ANN SMITH
EBS STAFF WRITER

In 1989, Jim Sanderson packed his bags and left 
his hometown of Afton, Wyo., on a religious 
mission across Guatemala. For his two-year 
stay, Sanderson needed a sturdy bag to tote his 
teachings and bought one from a local merchant 
in San Jose Pinula. It was love after first carry. 

Sanderson brought the bag back to the 
University of Idaho College of Law where he was 
a student, and later used it as a daily satchel for 
courtroom litigation in Afton where he currently 
works as a lawyer. Despite being stuffed with 
1,000-page law books and traveling the world, 
Sanderson’s leather bag has been in use for 27 
years, and shows little signs of wear though 
plenty of character. 

“That bag is what got me passionate about leather 
goods and I wanted more,” Sanderson said. 

Meeting his wife Sandra in 2006 brought him 
back to Guatemala and sparked the creation of 
White Buffalo Republic.  

-------

The economic collapse of 2008 forced Sandra’s 
family to leave their home in Guatemala City 
and move to Chiquimula, Guatemala, where her 
father owned a restaurant that would later go out 
of business. Fernando Mora, Jim’s father-in-law, 
asked him what products would sell in the U.S. in 
hopes of finding a new source of income.  

“I made the offhanded comment that my leather 
bag I’d bought on my mission always attracted 
attention,” said Sanderson, whose in-laws spent 
what little savings they had on 20 cheaply 
constructed bags and expected him to make a 
return on their investment. 

“I remember looking at this suitcase full of 
leather bags and thinking, ‘I can’t sell these 

things’ … [However], we did manage to sell all 
the bags on eBay, [and] Fernando kept sending 
more of the same.”

Sanderson began to see the value in the bags 
despite their crude construction, but didn’t want 
to sell a product he didn’t believe in. At the same 
time, Fernando’s friends in Chiquimula – the 
leatherworkers known as “marroquineros” who 
constructed the bags - were struggling to make 
a living. Sanderson urged Fernando to raise the 
quality.

“I was tired of 
these skilled 
workers doubting 
themselves,” 
Sanderson said. “I’ve 
owned name-brand 
leather bags and those 
from Guatemala were 
comparable, if not 
better. I wanted to 
show them that they 
‘can’ and bring them 
access to the rest of 
the world.”

Sanderson made a 
trip to Guatemala 
in March of 2011 to 
visit with the marroquineros and develop a basic, 
high-quality leather bag design. With the help of 
his family-in-law, he sought an instructor to teach 
them to develop a simple, reliable leather bag. 

Inspired by those carried by early Rocky 
Mountain explorers, Sanderson and his team 
developed their first bag, “Basica” that is now 
sold as the “Alpine.”

By the end of 2011, White Buffalo Republic 
was an established business with clientele 
from America and across the world, including 
Singapore, Russia, and Wales. Set up as a 
cooperative, all 16 craftsmen receive a share of 
the company profits giving them a high quality of 
living far greater than if they were selling directly 
to tourists in Guatemala. 

White Buffalo Republic sells about 60 bags per 
month, all made to order, and typically take four 
days each to create. The satchels are made from 
full-grain, natural vegetable-tanned leather from 
Guatemala to boost the local economy. 

Like the animals the hides came from, each bag 
is unique with characters such as brand marks, 
insect bites, and scars. Hides are cleaned and dyed 
with natural oils and waxes to produce a durable 

finish without sacrificing the original integrity 
of the hide. White Buffalo Republic’s craftsmen 
hand cut, sew, and assemble each bag with as 
many as 1,700 stitches.

Based on attention to detail and pride in the 
product, White Buffalo Republic bags are 
intentionally simple with ease of use in mind. 
Each bag echoes designs of those used by early 
explorers and reflect the wild, western traits of 
Wyoming’s landscape. 

White Buffalo Republic goods are functional 
works of art that carry more than just a laptop or 
notebook. They carry the spirit of the craftsmen 
and value of hard work. 

Art of the Marroquineros:
White Buffalo Republic leather goods

(L-R): Francisco Gonzalez, Victor Herrera and Sergio Guiterrez construct a bag and ensure its quality. PHOTO BY FER MORA

White Buffalo Republic’s “Fairview Briefcase” 
PHOTO BY KATY ROBERTS/LAMPSHADE STUDIO

Adam Mochorro hand stitches a briefcase handle. PHOTO BY JAMES K. SANDERSON



 FINISH AT LONE MOUNTAIN RANCH

THE RETURN OF THE MAD WOLF
Join Lone Mountain Ranch and Big Sky 

Resort for the return of the Mad Wolf 

Winter Relay Race, set for February 

27th. This years course begins on 

Andesite Mountain, traveling down 

Silverknife to Nordic ski the Middle 

Fork, for a finish on fat bikes at Lone 

Mountain Ranch.

For information call: 406.995.4734

PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT

Big Sky Ski 
Education Foundation.

TO REGISTER VISIT:
www.bssef.com

STARTMAD WOLF RELAY RACE
FEBRUARY 27
Race Time: 2 -  4 pm

After Party: 4 - 6 pm

Master of Ceremonies Jeremy Harder

www.lonemountainranch.com

FINISH

The MAD WOLF

For information call 406.995.4734
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BY SCOTT MECHURA
EBS FOOD COLUMNIST

For years, maître d’ Ben Chekroun at New York City’s 

Le Bernardin has reined in new servers with his list 

of 129 cardinal sins of “Monumentally Magnificent 

Trivialities.” I have distilled my list down to seven sins 

that can be devastating to your restaurant.

Filthy bathrooms. Years ago, I had an uncle who collected classic cars. He took 

me under his wing and coached me on, among other things, how the previous 

owner maintained his vehicle. His indicator was how clean the trunk was. 

Look at the cleanliness of a restaurant’s bathrooms and you will have a pretty 

accurate indicator of how they run their restaurant.

No salt and pepper shakers on tables. As a chef, tables with no salt and 

pepper shakers are a sign of arrogance. It says you are impervious to mistakes or 

criticism. Cold food is cold food, but seasoning is subjective. Maybe your guest 

would prefer more salt than you chose to initially season the dish with. If you 

allow substitutions, then you allow salt and pepper shakers on the table.

Rushed service. I once dined at a new restaurant that a friend in the wine 

business said we absolutely had to try. It was one of her accounts and the 

owner was dying to entertain us. This restaurant was all the buzz; a much 

sought-after reservation. Clouded by their anxiety to impress, they botched 

one basic aspect of our overall experience. Every course was forced on us 

before we were done with the preceding one. The quality of the food was 

completely overshadowed by the “expedient” service.

Questioning the guest. On a trip to Las Vegas, my wife Carrie and I once had a 

dining experience that still has people shaking their heads when I tell the story. 

Carrie ordered a salad that was supposed to have walnuts. It initially appeared 

there were no walnuts. Upon closer inspection, however, her salad did contain 

a few walnuts beneath the lettuce. The only problem was that the waiter 

conducted the inspection. With Carrie’s fork. We did not tip 20 percent.

Not writing it down. You see it all the time: your server approaches the table 

to take your order with nothing to write on. You make a mental note of your 

group’s size, and you just know something will be incorrect. A bartender 

merely turns around to begin your drinks seconds after leaving you. Your 

server may experience many other distractions on his or her way to the 

computer, and your order is almost inevitably wrong.

Confusing service with servitude. We recently visited some friends in 

Santa Monica, Calif., where we patronized a few restaurants. When you 

live in a community as small and off the beaten path as Big Sky, you often 

get the feeling we play second or even third fiddle to the “big city.” In all 

three establishments, the poor service made me re-realize the warmth and 

friendliness of Buck’s T-4, but also Big Sky in general.

Slow food, wrong food. Like many quality, high-volume restaurants that 

generally run like a Swiss watch, Buck’s is not immune to slow service or 

slow food at times. We realize that occasionally, slowness happens. But don’t 

compound that by not preparing your guest’s food to their liking after they’ve 

already been waiting too long. 

Scott Mechura has spent a life in the hospitality industry. He is a former certified 

beer judge and currently the Executive Chef at Buck’s T-4 Lodge in Big Sky

DINING

AMUSE-BOUCHE
Amuse-bouche refers to an appetizer, and by French translation 

means, “to entertain the mouth.” It offers a glimpse into what you 
should expect from a meal. Also it’s free, compliments of the chef.

EMERGENCY WATER REMOVAL

WE WORK WITH ALL INSURANCE COMPANIES
Water Damage Restoration                              
Residential & Commercial
Water Extraction                                                
Carpet & Tile Cleaning
Structural Drying                                                
Free Estimates

Mold Prevention                                                
Damage Control
Odor Removal                                                      
Re-construction
Disinfecting                                                          
Thermal Imaging

BIG SKY CLEANING & MGMT. INC    
CLEANING, CARPET CARE & 

WATER DAMAGE RESTORATION SERVICES

Minor Dry Outs to Major Rebuilds

We are Big Sky’s only locally owned water 
damage restoration company with 3 full-time 
IICRC certified Water Damage Restoration 
Technicians on duty, 24hrs a day, to serve you

We get there quicker, with an average
30 minute rapid response time

Quality Service in a Timely Manner
Inquire about Non-Insurance and Property Mgmt. 

discount pricing

151 Center Lane #4 Big Sky, MT
Office: 406-995-7447 

After hours: 406-640-0427

81 Snowy Mountain Circle, Big Sky, MT • (406) 993.2255

@bigskysugarbuzz Big Sky SugarBuzz

Located in Westfork Meadows

FRESHLY ROASTED ON THE 
EDGE OF YELLOWSTONE

Find our coffees throughout Yellowstone National Park 
or visit our roastery at 129 Dunraven Street, West Yellowstone, MT

morningglorycoffee.net | facebook.com/MGCTwest

Coffees, Candies, Specialty Goods, Gifts

The seven deadly sins of the restaurant
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The AHI philosophy is about creating for the family rather 
than imposing a personal preference for a trend or style. It’s 
a malleable approach to decorating, perfect for clients 
seeking a partner in crime rather than someone who will 
make all the decisions for them. After years of working in 
the industry, AHI has built a portfolio that reads more like a 
family album than a company prospectus.

The team at AHI has also created the Architect’s Wife, 
Bozeman’s destination for furniture, lighting, and decor. 
The Architect’s Wife services AHI clients, customers in the 
Gallatin Valley and beyond, and other interior designers 
and industry professionals looking to snag the perfect piece 
on the spot.

23 West Babcock Street Bozeman, Montana
406.404.1330
abby@hetheringtoninteriors.com

BY JACKIE RAINFORD 
CORCORAN
EBS HEALTH COLUMNIST 

Dr. William Li’s TED 
Talk titled “Can we eat to 
starve cancer?” is an inspi-
ration, and by walking 
us through the complex 
subject of angiogenesis, 
he makes a strong argu-

ment that we can eat to starve cancer.

Angiogenesis simply means the formation and de-
velopment of blood vessels, and according to Dr. Li, 
we develop the necessary amount of blood vessels 
we need throughout life while in the womb, with a 
few exceptions. New blood vessels line the uterus in 
women during menstruation and in pregnancy they 
form the placenta. After injury, new blood vessels 
form under the skin to create a scab.

The system works on checks and balances. When 
we need new blood vessels, stimulators are released 
from preexisting blood cells and when we no longer 
do, inhibitors are released to prune them back, 
returning us to our baseline.

If this system is disrupted however, myriad prob-
lems can occur. Dr. Li says that abnormal angiogen-
esis is the root of 70 major diseases. In this column, 
we’ll focus on how this affects cancer. 

Medical scientist Judah Folkman founded the field 
of angiogenisis research in 1971. He noted that we 
commonly have microscopic cancer cells in our body 
but they do not pose a threat and most can’t grow 
beyond a microscopic size without a blood supply. 
Folkman called this “cancer without disease.”

But cancer cells have the ability to release what Dr. 
Li calls “natural fertilizers.” These draw a blood sup-
ply to the cancer cells, which then delivers the ox-
ygen and nutrients they need for growth. Unfortu-
nately, by the time these nourished cancer cells are 
detectable, they have often metastasized to a point 
that is challenging to cure and potentially lethal.

Dr. Li, excited by the possibility of curing cancer 
by stopping angiogenesis from feeding cancer cells 
using antiangiogenic therapy was still unsatisfied 
with his success rate as the cancer is often found too 
late. This caused him to dig deeper.

Li asked himself: “Could the answer to cancer be 
preventing angiogenesis by beating cancer at its 
own game so it can never become dangerous?” He 
learned that 90-95 percent of cancers are “environ-
mentally caused” and of those, 30-35 percent are 
caused by diet.

This led to Li’s quest for cancer prevention through 
diet: “ ... what we have discovered is that Mother 
Nature has laced a large number of foods and bever-

ages and herbs with naturally occurring inhibitors 
of angiogenesis,” he says. 

Cancer preventing agents are found in foods that are 
readily available, are effective when eaten in reason-
able amounts and are in their natural state. In other 
words, these foods are potent anti-cancer agents 
without being consumed in heavy-duty concentra-
tions or in pill form. We can get them while eating a 
delicious meal. They are proving to be as therapeutic 
– and in some cases, more so – than pharmaceuticals.

Here is a list of some antiangiogenic foods, bever-
ages and herbs that help prevent cancer cells from 
growing: apples, avocados, blueberries, grapefruit, 
broccoli, carrots, onions, lettuce, tomatoes, spinach, 
zucchini, cocoa powder, tomato sauce, soy sauce, 
almonds, walnuts, brown rice, quinoa, oats, black 
and green tea, red wine, turmeric and garlic. 

For the most current scientific evidence and a com-
plete list of antiangiogenic foods and recipes, visit 
Dr. Li’s website eattobeat.org and I encourage you to 
watch his TED Talk “Can we eat to starve cancer?”

Jackie Rainford Corcoran is an IIN Certified Holistic 
Health Coach, a public speaker and health activist. 
Contact her at rainfordcorcoran@gmail.com.

Eating to starve cancer
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BY DR. JEFF DANIELS
EBS MEDICAL COLUMNIST

One of the more devastating injuries we see coming off 
the ski hill is a fracture involving the knee joint, also 
known as a tibial plateau fracture. It’s much more likely 
to be seen in skiers than in snowboarders, and almost 
always requires surgery.
	

The knee joint is made up of three bones: the femur (thigh bone), tibia (shin 
or lower leg bone), and patella (knee cap). The joint itself basically consists 
of the widened and flattened ends of the femur and tibia held together by 
ligaments, tendons, and other soft tissues. 

The joint is lined with cartilage covering the end of the femur as a solid 
coating, and formed into two disks – the medial and lateral menisci – on the 
upper surface of the tibia. This tibial joint surface and the upper tibial bone 
substance are what get damaged in this injury.
	
Every ski season, we average more than one tibial plateau fracture per week. 
This season, we didn’t see this injury through the first seven weeks, but then 
we had three in the last week of January. It’s hard to explain, except that the 
overall number of all knee injuries increased at the same time. I’m guessing it 
was a result of warmer weather making for thicker snow, which is more likely 
to catch a skier off guard than dry powder.
	
The mechanism of injury that produces this fracture varies, including a 
twisting fall, a tumble or cartwheel that causes the knee to buckle severely, 
and rapid deceleration when hitting a tree. The type of twist that produces an 
ACL tear – which is a much more common injury – can also produce a tibial 
plateau fracture, and the ACL itself is often torn when the plateau is frac-
tured.
	
When the tibial plateau is broken, the knee swells immediately, because of 
bleeding into the joint. Most people will be instantly disabled and in a great 
deal of pain, while a rare few are able to get up and ski down the mountain. 
	
Of the three tibial plateau fractures that we’ve seen this winter, only one was 
severe. It occurred in an expert skier from South Dakota, at the end of the day 
when the light was flat, causing him to misjudge a turn. As he fell, his friend 
skiing with him heard a crack, and ski patrol had to sled him down. His X-ray 
looked like a chain saw cut vertically through his knee.
	
The next two unlucky skiers had milder damage to the knee joint, where 
it took an experienced eye to not only suspect the fracture on examination, 
but to even see it on X-ray. One of these patients, thinking he wasn’t badly 
injured, wanted to limp out of the office, and I had to talk him into getting 
the knee X-rayed. It’s lucky that I did, because the last thing you want to do is 
bear weight on a knee with a tibial plateau fracture.
	
Surgery is needed to repair the knee in this type of injury, but it’s not consid-
ered an emergency like a severe boot-top fracture of the tibia and fibula. Most 
patients can wait a couple of days, as long as the knee is immobilized and 
crutches are used to keep weight off the leg. A CT scan is necessary to map 
out all the details of the damaged bone.
	
The worst thing about a tibial plateau fracture is that even in the best of 
hands, it is not likely the knee joint will return to 100 percent normal. I’m 
glad this is not a common injury.
	
Dr. Jeff Daniels has been practicing medicine in Big Sky since 1994, when he 
and his family moved here from New York City. A unique program he imple-
ments has attracted more than 700 medical students and young doctors to train 
with the Medical Clinic of Big Sky.

HEALTH

A MONTH FROM 
NOW YOU’LL 
WISH YOU HAD 
STARTED TODAY

B I G  S K Y ’ S  M O S T  C O M P L E T E  W O R K O U T  FA C I L I T Y

MEADOW VILLAGE CENTER |  32 MARKETPLACE,  BIG SKY,  59716 

VISIT BIGSKYHF.COM TO SIGN UP
DAY, WEEK, & LONG TERM MEMBERSHIPS 

A tibial plateau fracture 
will ruin your day
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“Capture The Spirit Of The WestTM”

ANTLER CHANDELIERS
Made In Montana Since 1996

     Antler Chandeliers  
                          & Lighting Company
                                                                                              1-406-883-2441

www.AntlerChandeliers.com

Renowned Craftsmanship 
Designs from medium size chandeliers to large custom 

residential and commercial projects. Buy direct and save. 

BY MATTHEW BROWN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

CASPER, Wyo. – U.S. officials on Jan. 27 
cleared the way for a review of two mining 
projects that would dig up 644 million tons of 
coal from public lands, despite a recent govern-
ment moratorium halting federal coal sales.

Wyoming, Montana and U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management officials approved moving 
forward with a multiyear evaluation of the 
projects located next to existing mines in the 
states’ Powder River Basin, the nation’s largest 
coal-producing region.

The Jan. 15 moratorium from the Obama 
administration allows coal sale applications 
to be reviewed but blocks their final approval 
pending a sweeping review of the federal coal 
program, expected to take three years.

Industry opponents had urged officials to block 
the applications. They cited concerns over 
climate change and other environmental effects 
from burning coal and questioned if taxpayers 
were getting a fair deal in a program that has 
sold more than $2.2 billion of coal since Presi-
dent Barack Obama took office, at prices below 
$1 per ton in many cases.

While the administration has aired similar 
concerns, the Jan. 27 vote indicates it remains 
unwilling for now to shut down a program that 
gives private companies cheap access to massive 
coal reserves in the Western U.S. and provides 
significant revenue to states.

Gillette, Wyoming-based Cloud Peak Energy 
and Lighthouse Resources Inc. of Salt Lake 
City are seeking the coal applications. Company 
representatives said it was crucial that work 
start soon on their applications in order to have 
coal available for mining in future years, when 
current reserves are depleted.

Lighthouse Resources wants to increase its 
annual production from 3 million tons to as 
much as 15 million tons at its Decker Mine in 
southeastern Montana, environmental manager 
Jordan Sweeney said. The company wants to ex-
port the fuel through new coal ports proposed 
on the West Coast.

Cloud Peak’s Antelope Mine produces coal 
for U.S. markets and would continue to do so 
with the additional fuel it’s seeking, said Blake 
Jones, the mine’s technical services manager.

The company submitted an application involv-
ing another federal coal tract in 2005, and it 
was approved only last year, Jones said. Most of 
that coal likely will be mined by the time a de-
cision is made on the latest application, he said.

“With this long of a process, we need to move 
forward to get it started,” Jones said.

Greenpeace, the Sierra Club, WildEarth Guard-
ians and other environmental groups said 
power plants burning the coal sought by Cloud 
Peak and Lighthouse Resources would generate 
over 1 billion tons of carbon dioxide gas, the 
main contributor to global warming.

“We know the federal coal system is broken. 
President Obama has called for a deep review of 
the program, and the world is turning to clean-
er options,” said Diana Best with Greenpeace 
USA.

A shift in the industry’s fortunes reached a 
critical juncture last year, when cheaper natural 
gas overtook coal to become the dominant fuel 
used to generate electricity in the U.S.

In response to the declining demand, coal min-
ing companies had sharply scaled back their pur-
suit of new leases even before the moratorium.

In November, Peabody Energy and Arch coal 
– the two largest U.S. coal mining companies – 
withdrew applications to lease almost 2 billion 
tons of coal in Wyoming. Other companies 
have asked federal officials to delay sales on 
three leases totaling 668 million tons.

Coal projects advance but won’t be final under moratorium

BILLINGS (AP) – A wildlife advocate and a freelance journalist sued the 
National Park Service Jan. 26 to gain access to a program that ships Yel-
lowstone National Park bison to slaughter.

The lawsuit filed in U.S. District Court in Wyoming comes as federal and 
state officials plan to kill up to 900 bison this winter through slaughter 
and hunting. It’s part of a much-criticized effort to reduce the size of the 
park’s bison herds, in order to protect livestock in Montana from the dis-
ease brucellosis.

During the capture operations, portions of the park near its border with 
Montana are closed as bison attempt to migrate in search of food at lower 
elevations in Montana. Public access also is restricted at a large corral that 
holds bison destined for slaughter.

Those restrictions violate free speech protections under the First Amend-
ment by limiting access for journalists and the public, according to the 
lawsuit.

The plaintiffs in the case are Stephany Seay with the Buffalo Field Cam-
paign and New York-based freelance journalist Christopher Ketcham. 
They’re being represented by attorneys with the Animal Legal Defense 
Fund; a private Wyoming law firm, Fuller, Sandefer and Associates; and 
two constitutional law professors from the University of Denver.

The attorneys wrote that the park’s restrictions amount to censorship of 
those trying to draw attention to the slaughter program in an effort to 
change it.

Yellowstone spokeswoman Sandra Snell-Dobert said the restrictions are 
meant to protect park workers and the public. Moving and sorting bison 
can be dangerous, particularly within the narrow confines of the corrals, 
Snell-Dobert said.

The lawsuit says such safety claims are exaggerated and that access to the corrals 
was routinely allowed until 2006, with no reports of anyone being injured.

Yellowstone sued over bison 
slaughter restrictions



64
Big Sky

Two Moons Rd.

Lone Mountain Trail

Ouse
l Fa

lls
 R

d
.

Lone 
Pe

ak
 D

r.

Aspen Leaf Dr.

Curley Bear Rd.

Town Center Ave.

To wn Center Ave.

Si
m

ki
n

s 
D

r.

H
u

n
tl

ey
 D

r.

Bozeman Health
Big Sky Medical Center
334 Town Center Ave.

2 4 / 7  E M E R G E N C Y  S E R V I C E S

406-995-6995
334 Town Center Avenue, Big Sky 

BigSkyMedicalCenter.com

24/7 Hospital and Emergency Services 
Family Medicine Clinic same- and next-day appointments
Diagnostic Imaging X-Ray, CT, and MRI
Laboratory provider ordered testing
Retail Pharmacy new, transfer and refill prescriptions
Integrated Electronic Health Record connecting all Bozeman Health facilities and doctors

Bozeman Health Big Sky Medical Center is now open and providing quality healthcare in your neighborhood.

Big healthcare in Big Sky



N
PS

. J
IM

 P
EA

C
O

Family owned and operated since 1966   •   Licensed Yellowstone Concessionaire

• Snowmobile the National Forest

• Guides not required

• All new snowmobiles

• Free maps

• Environmentally friendly 4-stroke snowmobiles
• Professional, friendly & knowledgeable guide staff
• Group size no larger than ten snowmobiles
• Frequent stops for photos & sightseeing
• Variety of Park destinations
• Private tours available
• No bad seats or fogged windows

Daily Guided 
Yellowstone Park Tours

406.646.7802 • 800.522.7802
West Yellowstone, MT

www.twotopsnowmobile.com

It’s Good, Clean Fun!

 



A great opportunity to own your own businesses, The Black Bear Bar 
and Grill and C&P Grocery Store as well as the commercial property 
and building in BIG SKY, MT. The building which is approximately 
5000+/- sf has a 1700+/- sf, four-bedroom
two-bath upstairs apartment. Multiple parking 
spaces available in front of each of the 
businesses. On the bus route and next to 
numerous residential complexes, the com-
bined businesses o� er huge opportunity 
for the savvy investor/owner. $830,000
MLS# 200083

Anne MacKenzie
Sales Associate, ABR, GRI

406.223.1095
anne.mackenzie@prumt.com
2001 Stadium Drive, Suite# A
      Bozeman, Montana 59715

A member of the franchise system BHHS Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

LTDrealestate.com | 406.995.2800

REAL, LOCAL KNOWLEDGE THAT WORKS FOR YOU.

Scan to go to our website

Summit Hotel Unit 10,401
2 bedroom / 3 bath / 1307 sq ft
$430,000

Village Center #271
1 bath studio / 463 sq ft
$299,000

Spanish Peaks Mountain Club
TBD Eagle View Trail, +/- 1.08 acres
$875,000

36 Center Lane
Big Sky MT 59716
jim.woods@nailandmark.com
406 640 2860
nailandmark.com

Unit 1
• 1,792 Square Feet
• $20/SF  + NNN
• Ample Parking
• High traffic area

36 Center Lane
2 Units For Lease

Unit 2
• 1,018 Square Feet
• $20/SF  + NNN
• Retail Potential
• Ample Parking

Local experts. Global resources.
Find all NAI Landmark listings on Loopnet.com and NAILandmark.com.
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Mountain Selah / Big Sky Mountain
5 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms
4,574 SQ FT / 1.07 ACRES
Ski access home near Big Sky Resort base area
$1,350,000

Lot 119 Old Barn Road / Spanish Peaks Mountain Club
3.13ACRES
Creekside location with mountain views
$450,000

Mountain Living

214 W. Pine Cone Terrace  / Big Sky Meadow
4 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms 
4,268 SQ FT.  / .75 ACRES
End of cul-de-sac location
$1,500,000

Lot 338* / Yellowstone Club
14.6 ACRES
$4,950,000

Luxury Suite 1B* / Moonlight Basin
3 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms / 2,563 SQ FT
Ski-in, Ski-out location near Moonlight Lodge
$1,490,000
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Yellowstone Ranch Preserve is being offered in its entirety 
for the first time at $19,500,000

Contact us to schedule a tour. 

•   Nine ranch lots on 753 acres on the                              
     Horse Butte Peninsula of Hebgen Lake  

•   Private Marina with over one-mile of shoreline

•   Bordered by Forest Service lands

•   Five miles from Yellowstone National Park

•   Six miles from Yellowstone Airport

•   Whiskey Jug Cabin:                                                                     
              3 bedrooms / 2 bathrooms
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Lot 86 Andesite Ridge Road* /Yellowstone Club
2.64 ACRES
Alpine and Nordic ski access lot
$3,300,000

Yellowstone Club Ski Properties

Treehouse Condo at Warren Miller Lodge*/ Yellowstone Club
4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms / 2,191 SQ FT
Rare opportunity to own slopeside at the Warren Miller Lodge
$11,500,000

River Runs Through It* / Yellowstone Club
7 bedrooms, 10 bathrooms
13,349 SQ FT / 2.88 ACRES
Ski-in, Ski-out location with great views
$13,000,000

PHOTO BY RYAN DAY THOMPSON

Lot 144A Pumice Road* /Yellowstone Club
2 ACRES
Ski access lot with mountain views
$2,650,000
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BY SARAH GIANELLI
EBS CONTRIBUTOR

BIG SKY – This year marks 
the 10th anniversary of the 
highly anticipated Big Sky Big 
Grass music festival, but it’s 
the first year legendary banjo 
master Béla Fleck augments 
the increasingly impressive 
lineup of musicians. The 
2016 Big Grass lineup is 
sure to cause some serious 
snowmelt on the mountain at 
Big Sky Resort during the first 
weekend of February.  

Fleck is renowned for 
elevating the banjo from its 
hillbilly roots and expertly 
showcasing the instrument’s 
versatility and respectability 
across musical genres ranging 
from classical to funk, jazz, 
world, and even ‘80s pop. 
Fleck will appear on stage 
with a relatively new touring 
partner, wife and fellow banjo 
player Abigail Washburn. 

Washburn plays in the 
rhythmic old time strumming 
style called clawhammer. 
Combined with Fleck’s plucky three-finger 
picking and overlaid with Washburn’s 
soulful, torchy vocals, they create a moving 
tapestry of sound that rushes and ripples, 
bounces and bobbles, as if flowing over a 
stony river bottom.  

Washburn’s name might not be known in as 
many households as her husband’s, but her 
musical prowess stands on its own merits – 
perhaps most notably as a longtime member 
of the all “g’earl” touring band Uncle 
Earl. Her insistence on building a career 
independent of Fleck’s is one of the reasons 
the couple waited so many years to make their 
musical partnership official. 

It wasn’t until the birth of their son Juno in 
2013 that Fleck and Washburn decided the 
best way to preserve their family unit was to 
play together more, so they hit the road as a 
husband and wife team, baby in tow. 

“The duo has turned out to be good for our 
marriage, because we look for consensus and 
find ways to accommodate each other’s point 
of view in the music and our relationship,” 
Fleck wrote in a January email. “I think Abby 
brings out a musical and heartfelt side of me, 
while I ask things of her technically that she 
hasn’t done before on a regular basis.” 

Fleck says he challenges Washburn to be his 
“Yang,” and she challenges him to be the 
“Yin” of the duo. 

At Big Sky Big Grass, expect to hear tracks 
off the duo’s eponymous 2014 debut album, 
a characteristically eclectic collection of 
Appalachian murder ballads, gospel, chamber 
and blues. 

Fleck and Washburn are looking forward to 
plucking their stuff during their Saturday 
evening performance at Big Grass.
“I have always loved coming to the 

mountains in winter to play music,” Fleck 
said. “My road manager hates me for it. 
‘Florida in the winter; mountains in the 
summer’ is his mantra to me. But the way it 
feels to bring the music to the people in those 
places in the winter is very special.” 

And Fleck says they’re excited to be 
performing along with the other musicians 
in the lineup, some of whom are “very dear 
lifelong friends.”

Béla Fleck and Abigail Washburn perform 
at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 7 in Big Sky 
Resort’s Missouri Ballroom. Big Sky Big Grass 
began Feb. 4 and concludes on Sunday, Feb. 
7 with concerts at numerous Big Sky Resort 
venues. 

Visit bigskybiggrass.com for a complete 
schedule of performances and ticket 
information.

Béla Fleck and Abigail Washburn bring family affair to 
Big Grass

Abigail Washburn and Béla Fleck perform at Big Sky Big Grass on Saturday, Feb. 7 in Big Sky Resort’s Missouri Ballroom. PHOTO BY JIM MCGUIRE

Back 40: 
First families in Gallatin Basin  p. 48
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SPIRITS OF THE  
AMERICAN WEST

W I L L I E S D I S T I L L E RY. C O M

WILLIE’S  DISTILLERY

Ennis, Montana

 W H I S K E Y     M O O N S H I N E     B O U R B O N    L I Q U E U R

Montana’s premier  

destination distillery

B I G  S K Y ’ S 

 T EX T I LE  C LE A N I N G 
S P E C I A L I S T

I ICRC CERTIFIED FIRM 

4 0 6 . 9 9 5 . 2 8 1 1

Carpet Cleaning • Soil & Stain Protectants • Spot 
Cleaning • Upholstery Cleaning • Leather Cleaning • Fine 
Area Rug Cleaning • Tile & Grout Cleaning • Hardwood 
Floor Cleaning & Conditioning • Specialty Counter Tops 

& Odor Removal
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MONTANA JACK
3:30 p.m.       

    “Regional Band Showcase” 

   3:30-5:30 p.m.   
Gallatin Grass Project

 
LATE NIGHT AT THE JACK

 
10:00 - 11:15 p.m.  
Kitchen Dwellers

11:30 - 1:00 p.m.
Front Country  

CARABINER LOUNGE  
4:00 - 5:30 p.m.

The Good Time Travelers 
  

8:30 - 11:00 p.m.
Tyler Grant  

 

CHETS BAR  
 4:00 - 5:30 p.m.
Two Bit Franks 

 

  MISSOURI BALLROOM 
   Doors open 5:30 p.m.

    
6:00 - 7:15 p.m.

Billy Strings 
 

  7:30 -8:45 p.m.
Frank Solivan & Dirty Kitchen

 
9:00-10:30 p.m.

The Travelin’ McCourys

BIG SKY BIG GRASS

FEB. 5 FEB. 6 FEB. 7

BIG SKY RESORT BIG SKY, MONTANA

MONTANA JACK
3:30 p.m.      

"Regional Band Showcase" 

3:30-5:30 p.m.
Two Bit Franks

 
LATE NIGHT AT THE JACK

  10:30-11:45 p.m.
Front Country 

 12:00 -1:30 p.m.
Drew Emmit Band               

 

CARABINER LOUNGE   
   4:00 - 5:30  p.m.

Tyler Grant 

   8:30 - 11:00 p.m. 
The Good Time Travelers

 

CHETS BAR    
   4:00 - 5:30 p.m. 

The Good Time Travelers
 

MISSOURI BALLROOM  
Doors open 5:30 p.m.

      
6:30 -7:45 p.m.
Bela and Abigail

8:00 - 9:15 p.m.
David Grisman Bluegrass Experience  

   
9:30 -11:00 p.m.
Sam Bush Band  

MISSOURI BALLROOM 
   Doors open 7:00 p.m.    

 
7:30 - 8:15 p.m.

Big Grass Jam
 

8:30 p.m.
Drew Emmitt Band

 
9:45 p.m.

Jeff Austin Band
 

11:00 p.m.
Keller Williams with 

The Travelin' McCourys

TICKETS FOR ALL NIGHTS CAN BE 
PURCHASED AT: 
BIGSKYRESORT.COM/BIGGRASS

Bill Payne sits in with Montana-based bluegrass band the Two Bit Franks 
during the 2015 Big Sky Big Grass Festival. PHOTO BY WES OVERVOLD



Open 6:30am to 8pm  •  406.995.4636

• Located in the Meadow Village Center  
next to Lone Peak Brewery

• Delivery Service
• Pre-arrival Fridge & Cupboard stocking

& GALLERY

48025 GALLATIN RD. BIG SKY, MT
406.995.7950

KUHLTATTOOBIGSKY.COM

LOCATED IN THE BIG HORN SHOPS

WALK-INS
WELCOME

THURS.- SAT.

CALL 
FOR

APPOINTMENTS

The Boston Globe calls Solas “the finest Celtic ensemble this 
country has ever produced,” while the Wall Street Journal notes 
that the band “has electrified crowds everywhere it has played; it’s 
an Irish traditional band bearing all the marks of greatness.”

SOLAS
MARCH 9

WINTER 
CONCERT 
S E R I E S

AT WMPAC

INTERNATIONAL GUITAR NIGHT
FEBRUARY 18

The San Francisco Chronicle calls IGN “one of the most important 
showcases for contemporary finger stylists.”
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WE DELIVER 406.995.2305
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 7AM-10PM
CHECK OUT OUR MENU: 
BIGSKYBLUEMOONBAKERY.COM
LOCATED IN WESTFORK PLAZA MALL  
BIG SKY, MONTANA

TRY A BENNY FOR BREAKFAST

BY AMANDA EGGERT
EBS STAFF WRITER

BIG SKY – Equestrian skijoring, with its mix 
of horseman skills and skier stoke, has found a 
welcome home 12 miles south of Big Sky at the 320 
Guest Ranch. The event returns to the ranch for the 
sixth consecutive year, Feb. 6 and 7. 

During an equestrian skijoring race, a horseback 
rider pulls a skier through an obstacle course in a 
timed run. There are other versions of skijoring that 
involve mules, dogs, bikes and snowmobiles.

Skijoring – which comes from a Norwegian term 
meaning “ski driving” – wasn’t very common when 
the ranch started hosting races in 2011. 

“There were only a few events [in the U.S.],” said 
Megan Coppola, 320’s marketing coordinator and 
dining room manager. “Now it’s very popular and 
it’s spread nationally.”

Although the 320 race isn’t one of its sanctioned 
events, the North American Ski Joring Association 
was established in 1999 to advance the sport. 
NASJA races are currently held in Montana, 
Wyoming, Idaho, Colorado and New Mexico. Next 
year, Utah and Arizona will be added to the list.

“I really think that once you see it, and especially 
once you do it, you really get into it,” said NASJA 
president and skijoring competitor Scott Ping, 
referencing the sport’s growth.

“A lot of these teams will work the circuit – rodeo 
in the summer and skijoring in the winter,” Coppola 

said. “Jackson, Red Lodge, Whitefish, 320 – they 
can honesty hit a skijoring event every weekend.”

Skiers will navigate a series of slalom gates, 2- to 
3-foot jumps and banked turns on 320’s 400-yard 
course. Time penalties are given for a missed turn or 
jump. “You want to have the fastest, cleanest run,” 
Coppola said.

Successful teams have riders who skillfully adjust 
their horse’s speed and work their horse across 
the course, Coppola said, as well skiers who 
manage their speed by taking in or paying out 
slack in the rope.

Coppola said they won’t know how much money 
this year’s winning team will walk away with until 
registration is complete, but last year’s total payout 
was $1,900. 

Typically the skier and rider work together prior to 
the event, but last year’s winning team in the open 
division – the most competitive category – met at 
the event and left with $635.

The combination of horses, skiers, speed and jumps 
tends to result in a fair amount of carnage, but a 
search and rescue team will be on hand to assist with 
medical treatment if needed.

“It damn near killed me three times,” Ping said of 
skijoring events he’s competed in. “I can’t tell you 
all the injuries I’ve had doing this sport, but I keep 
doing it because I love it.” 

As with previous years, a local brewery and 
distillery will offer tastings of their products both 
days – Red Lodge Ales and Bozeman Spirits will also 
be on hand Saturday night at the 320 banquet hall, 
where Bozeman-based Rocky Mountain Pearls will 
play country tunes. 

Registration opens Saturday, Feb. 6 and both days of 
racing, as well as the Rocky Mountain Pearls concert, 
are free for spectators. Visit 320ranch.com/activities 
for more information.

Skiing with horsepower
320 Guest Ranch hosts sixth-annual skijoring competition 

OUTLAW PARTNERS PHOTO
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PLANNING AN EVENT?   LET US KNOW!  EMAIL MEDIA@THEOUTLAWPARTNERS.COM, AND WE’LL SPREAD THE WORD.

FRIDAY, FEB. 5 – THURSDAY, 
FEB. 18

*If your event falls between 
Feb. 19 and March 3, please 
submit it by Thrusday, Feb. 11

Big Sky
FRIDAY, FEB. 5
Open Skate
Town Center Ice Rink, 12-11 p.m.

Big Sky Big Grass Festival
Big Sky Resort, all day

SATURDAY, FEB. 6
Open Skate
Town Center Ice Rink, 12-11 p.m.

Skijoring
320 Guest Ranch, 1 p.m.

Rocky Mountain Pearls
320 Guest Ranch, 8 p.m.

Big Sky Big Grass Festival
Big Sky Resort, all day

Josh Moore
Gallatin River House, 7 p.m.

SUNDAY, FEB. 7
Open Skate
Town Center Ice Rink, 12-6 p.m.

Adult Drop in Hockey
Town Center Ice Rink, 7-11 p.m.

Skijoring
320 Guest Ranch, 11 a.m.

Big Sky Big Grass 
Festival
Big Sky Resort, all day
MONDAY, FEB. 8
Open Skate
Town Center Ice Rink, 
12-4:40 p.m.

Kids Clinic
Town Center Ice Rink, 5:30-7 p.m.

Open Skate
Town Center Ice Rink, 7-11 p.m.

Lauren Jackson & Jeff Bellino
Montana Jack, 3:30 p.m.

Dan Dubuque
Carabiner Lounge, 4 p.m.

TUESDAY, FEB. 9
Open Skate
Town Center Ice Rink, 12-5 p.m.

Kids Broomball
Town Center Ice Rink, 5-6 p.m.

Adult Broomball
Town Center Ice Rink, 7-11 p.m.

Kenny Diamond
Montana Jack, 3:30 p.m.

Mike Haring
Carabiner Lounge, 4 p.m.

Milton Menasco Duo
Chets Bar & Grill, 4:30 p.m.

John Derado
Carabiner Lounge, 8:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY. FEB. 10
Open Skate
Town Center Ice Rink, 12-11 p.m.

Wine Wednesday
Mountain Maven, 11-6 p.m.

Milton Menasco
Montana Jack, 3:30 p.m.

Kevin Fabozzi
Carabiner Lounge, 4 p.m.

Lauren Jackson & Jeff Bellino
Chets Bar & Grill, 4:30 p.m.

Mike Haring
Carabiner Lounge, 8:30 p.m.

THRUSDAY, FEB. 11
Open Skate
Town Center Ice Rink, 
12-4:30 p.m.

Kids Clinic
Town Center Ice Rink, 5:30 – 7 p.m.

Adult Drop In Hockey
Town Center Ice Rink, 7-11 p.m.

Biz to Biz
First Security Bank, 9-10:15 a.m.

Load Bearing Walls
Montana Jack, 3:30 p.m.

Mike Haring
Carabiner Lounge, 4 p.m.

John Derado
Carabiner Lounge, 8:30 p.m.

Mike Haring
Gallatin River House, 7 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEB. 12
Open Skate
Town Center Ice Rink, 12-11 p.m.

Kronos Quartet
WMPAC, 7:30 p.m.

Kent Johnson
Montana Jack, 3:30 p.m.

Lauren Jackson
Carabiner Lounge, 4 p.m.

John Derado
Carabiner Lounge, 8:30 p.m.

One Leaf Clover
Montana Jack, 9:30 p.m.

Rocky Mountain Pearls
Gallatin River House, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 13
Open Skate
Town Center Ice Rink, 12-11 p.m.

Subaru Preferred Parking Day
Big Sky Resort, all day

Transworld Snowboarding 
Transam
Big Sky Resort, 8 a.m.

Diamond
Montana Jack, 3:30 p.m.

Mike Haring
Carabiner Lounge, 4 p.m.

Lone Mountain Trio
Chets Bar & Grill, 9 p.m.

The Big Fiasco
Montana Jack, 9:30 p.m.

Jim Salestrom
Gallatin River House, 7 p.m.

SUNDAY, FEB. 14
Open Skate
Town Center Ice Rink,
 12-6 p.m.

Adult Drop in Hockey
Town Center Ice Rink, 7-11 p.m.

Subaru Preferred 
Parking Day
Big Sky Resort, all day

On Mountain Church Services
Big Sky Resort 1:30 p.m.

John Derado
Carabiner Lounge, 4 p.m.

MONDAY, FEB. 15
Open Skate
Town Center Ice Rink, 
12-4:40 p.m.

Kids Clinic
Town Center Ice Rink, 5:30-7 p.m.

Open Skate
Town Center Ice Rink, 7-11 p.m.

Subaru Preferred Parking Day
Big Sky Resort, all day

Lauren Jackson & Jeff Bellino
Montana Jack, 3:30 p.m.

Dan Dubuque
Carabiner Lounge, 4 p.m.

TUESDAY, FEB. 16
Open Skate
Town Center Ice Rink, 12-5 p.m.

Kids Broomball
Town Center Ice Rink, 5-6 p.m.

Adult Broomball
Town Center Ice Rink, 7-11 p.m.

Big Sky Transportation
Advisory Meeting
Big Sky Water & Sewer, 
1 p.m.
Kenny Diamond
Montana Jack, 3:30 p.m.

Mike Haring
Carabiner Lounge, 4 p.m.

Milton Menasco Deo
Chets Bar & Grill, 4:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 17
Open Skate
Town Center Ice Rink, 12-11 p.m.

Wine Wednesday
Mountain Maven, 11-6 p.m.

Milton Menasco
Montana Jack, 3:30 p.m.

Kevin Fabozzi
Carabiner Lounge, 4 p.m.

Joe Knapp
Chets Bar & Grill, 4:30 p.m.

Mike Haring
Carabiner Lounge, 8:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, FEB. 18
Open Skate
Town Center Ice Rink, 12-
4:30 p.m.

Kids Clinic
Town Center Ice Rink, 5:30 -7 p.m.

Adult Drop In Hockey
Town Center Ice Rink, 7-11 p.m.

Biz to Biz
First Security Bank, 9-10:15 a.m.

International Guitar Night
WMPAC, 7:30 p.m.

Load Bearing Walls
Montana Jack, 3:30 p.m.

Mike Haring
Carabiner Lounge, 4 p.m.

John Derado
Carabiner Lounge, 8:30 p.m.

Jeff Bellino
Gallatin River House, 6:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEB. 19
Open Skate
Town Center Ice Rink, 12-11 p.m.

Level 1 
Avalanche course
Big Sky Resort, 5:30-
9:30 p.m.

Lauren Jackson 
Carabiner Lounge, 4 p.m.

The Sugar Daddies
Gallatin River House, 7 p.m

 Bozeman  
FRIDAY, FEB. 5
Sweet Tooth Ball
The Commons, 7-11 p.m.

Kalyn Basely
Norris Hot Springs, 7 p.m.

Lester Rocks
Ellen Theatre, 7:30 p.m.

The 4onthefloor
Filling Station, 9 p.m.

Bluebelly Junction
Eagles Lodge, 9 p.m.

M.O.T.H
Zebra Lounge, 9 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 6
Winter Farmer’s Market
Emerson Ballroom, 9 a.m.

MSU Womens basketball v. 
Sacramento State
Brick Breeden Fieldhouse, 2 p.m.

Comedy Magic Night
Ellen Theatre, 4 p.m.

Let’s Dance: David Bowie tribute 
party
Cottonwood Club, 6 p.m.

Weston Lewis
Norris Hot Springs, 7 p.m.

Return to Carnegie
Willson Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.

Bozeman Icedogs v. Billings Bulls
Haynes Pavillion, 7:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, FEB. 7
Montana Manouche
Sola Café, 12 p.m.

Return to Carnegie
Willson Auditorium, 2:30 p.m.

Bramble & Rye
Norris Hot Springs, 7 p.m.

People Under the Stairs
Zebra Lounge, 9 p.m.

Open Mic 
Haufbrau, 10:30 p.m.

MONDAY, FEB. 8
Tarek Isham
MAP Brewing, 6 p.m.

Open Mic
Townsend’s Teahouse, 7 p.m.

Open Mic
Haufbrau, 10:30 p.m.

Lang Termes
Red Tractor Pizza, 6:30 p.m.
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Pints with Purpose: People & Carnivores
Bridger Brewing, 5 p.m.

TUESDAY, FEB. 9
Yoga for all
Public Library, 11 a.m.

Life Drawing
Emerson Culture Center, 6 p.m.

Todd Green
MAP Brewing, 6 p.m.

Film: Trumbo
Ellen Theatre, 7:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY. FEB. 10
Pickin’ in the Parks
Story Mansion, 6:30 p.m.

Bingo
American Legion, 7 p.m.

Willie’s Whiskey Dinner
Rockin’ TJ Ranch, 7 p.m.

Open Mic
Haufbrau, 10:30 p.m.

Pint Night to fight blood cancer
Madison River Brewing, 2 p.m.

THURSDAY, FEB. 11
Latex & Lace Fashion Show
MSU SUB Ballroom,  7:30 p.m.

Love & Light
Zebra Lounge, 9 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEB. 12
Mandolin Orange
Filling Station, 6 p.m.

2016 Hunting Film Tour
Emerson’s Crawford Theatre, 7 p.m.

1986 Bingo Fundraiser
MSU SUB Ballroom, 7 p.m.

Cosmo’s Dream
Norris Hot Springs, 7 p.m.

My Fair Lady
Black Box Theatre, 7:30 p.m.

Kitchen Dwellers
Faultline North, 8 p.m.

Next to Normal
Verge Theater, 8 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 13
Adventures in Lost Worlds
Willson Auditorium, 10:30 a.m.

MSU basketball v. Southern Utah
Brick Breeden Fieldhouse, 2 p.m.

Jon Cheryl
Norris Hot Springs, 7 p.m.

Next to Normal
Verge Theater, 7 p.m.

Technicolor Tone Factory
Filling Station, 9 p.m.

A Night in Pompeii
Museum of the Rockies, 
5:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, FEB. 14
Cirque du Coeur
Rockin’ TJ Ranch, 6 p.m.

Russ Chapman
Norris Hot Springs, 7 p.m.

Open Mic
Haufbrau, 10:30 p.m.

MONDAY, FEB. 15
Indigenous Eric
Red Tractor Pizza, 6:30 p.m.

Improv on the Verge
Verge Theater, 7 p.m.

TUESDAY, FEB. 16
MSU Awards for Excellence
MSU SUB Ballroom, 5:30 p.m.

Life Drawing
Emerson Culture Center, 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 17
Pickin’ in the parks
Story Mansion, 6:30 p.m.

Bingo 
American Legion, 7 p.m.

Open Mic
Haufbrau, 10:30 p.m.

KR Evins
Bridger Brewing, 5:30 p.m.

Tales from the Backcountry
406 Brewing, 6 p.m.

Raise the Barn
Outlaw Brewing, 5 p.m.

THURSDAY, FEB. 18
Next to Normal
MSU SUB Ballroom, 7 p.m.

My Fair Lady
Black Box Theater, 7:30 p.m.

Karaoke
Eagles Lodge, 8:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEB. 19
Aaron Banfield
Norris Hot Springs, 7 p.m.

Marshall McLean and Bart Budwig
Wild Joe’s, 7 p.m.

International Guitar Night
Ellen Theatre, 7:30 p.m.

Railroad Earth
Emerson Theatre, 8 p.m.

The Bent Bones
Filling Station, 9 p.m.

Adam Greenberg Band
Eagles Lodge, 9 p.m.

Art Alexakis
Faultline North, 8 p.m.

Livingston & 
Paradise Valley

FRIDAY, FEB. 5
The Vibe Techs
Murray Bar, 9 p.m.

Gun Show
Park County Fairgrounds, 2-7 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 6
Local Yokel
Murray Bar, 9 p.m.

Aaron Banfield
Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m.

Gun Show
Park County Fairgrounds, 9-6 p.m.

MONDAY, FEB. 7
Gun Show
Park County Fairgrounds, 9-3 p.m.

TUESDAY, FEB. 8
Danny Bee
Murray Bar, 5 p.m.

Bluegrass Jam
Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, FEB. 10
World’s Finest
Murray Bar, 9 p.m.

Ford Boozer
Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 12
The Bird Dogs
Murray Bar, 9 p.m.

Robin Hood
Shane Center, 7 p.m.

SUNDAY, FEB. 13
Someday Miss Pray
Murray Bar, 9 p.m.

Boots and Buckles Ball
Park County Fairgrounds, 5:30 p.m.

Potluck & Jam Session
Senior Center, 1-5 p.m.

Robin Hood
Shane Center, 2 & 5 p.m.

TUESDAY, FEB. 15
Bluegrass Jam
Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 16
Beer for a cause: Trout Unlimited
Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m.

Livingston Film Series
Shane Center, 6:30 p.m.

THRUSDAY, FEB. 17
John Derado
Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m.

West Yellowstone
FRIDAY, FEB. 5
Chess Club
Public Library, 4 p.m.

MONDAY, FEB. 8
Martial Arts Classes
Povah Center, 5:30 & 6:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, FEB. 9
Martial Arts Classes
Povah Center, 5:30 & 6:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY. FEB. 10
Martial Arts Classes
Povah Center, 5:30 & 6:30 p.m.

THRUSDAY. FEB. 11
Adult Co-Ed Volleyball
School Gym, 7 p.m.

Knit Night
Send It Home, 6-8 p.m.

Yoga for Everyone
Povah Center, 6:15 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEB. 12
Chess Club
Public Library, 4 p.m.

SUNDAY. FEB. 13
Winter Snowshoe Program
Hebgen Lake Ranger Station, 1 p.m.

MONDAY, FEB. 14
Martial Arts Classes
Povah Center, 5:30 & 6:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, FEB. 15
Martial Arts Classes
Povah Center, 5:30 & 6:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 16
Martial Arts Classes
Povah Center, 5:30 & 6:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, FEB. 17
Adult Co-Ed Volleyball
School Gym, 7 p.m.

Knit Night
Send It Home, 6-8 p.m.

Yoga for Everyone
Povah Center, 6:15 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEB. 18
Chess Club
Public Library, 4 p.m.

RECURRING EVENTS

Grizzly & Wolf Discovery Center, 2 p.m. 
every Saturday and Sunday

Snowshoe walk with a
Yellowstone Park Ranger
West Yellowstone Visitor Center, 10 
a.m. every Saturday and Sunday



Love, Morningstar

Learning Center's Children

Thank you Big Sky Community for our new playground equipment!

With your efforts, this was possible!                                 
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750 Lone Mountain Ranch Road
Big Sky, Montana 59716

406.995.4644 • LoneMountainRanch.com
reservations@lonemountainranch.com

A T  T H E  S A L O O N

APRES SKI FEATURED COCKTAIL OF THE DAY

NIGHTLY SPECIALS ON MONTANA DRAFTS 
AND WINES BY THE GLASS + NEW BAR MENU 

Daily from

MOSCOW MULE | VODKA, GINGER BEER, LIME JUICE

VELVET TODDY | BLACK VELVET, APPLE PUCKER, HONEY, LEMON JUICE

STEAK & FRITES | MONTANA ANGUS, FRIES, CHIMICHURRI

DUCK TENDERS & POUTINE | DUCK TENDERLOINS, GRAVY, TABASCO, FRIES

EV
EN

TS

TO VIEW OUR FULL APRES SKI FOOD & BEVERAGE MENU, VISIT THE SALOON ON OUR WEBSITE.

LIVE MUSIC IN THE SALOON
MONDAYS - MONTANA EXIT 7 - 9 PM
WEDNESDAYS - JAMES SALESTROM 7 - 9 PM
FRIDAYS - TOM MARINO 7 - 9 PM
SATURDAYS - BRUCE ANFINSON 4 - 6 PM JULIE ROX 7 - 9 PM

MENU

LONE MOUNTAIN RANCH

BRUCE ANFINSON LIVE SATURDAY NIGHTS 4-6 PM IN THE SALOON

BOZEMAN FILM SOCIETY

The Bozeman Film Society continues its lively, 
independent film season on Tuesday, Feb. 9 with 
the must-see “Trumbo.” 

The film has garnered numerous accolades, 
including an Academy Award Best Actor nomina-
tion for Bryan Cranston, who portrays the richly 
entertaining and notorious Dalton Trumbo – one 
of the greatest screenwriters in cinema history. 

Sitting in a bathtub with a pen in one hand, a glass 
of whiskey in the other, and a long cigarette hold-
er dangling beneath his wiry moustache, Dalton 
Trumbo wrote countless Hollywood screenplays. 
From B movies to Oscar winners, he remained 
prolific throughout his career, even during the 13 
years he was blacklisted by the movie business for 
being a communist.

Directed by Jay Roach, “Trumbo” recounts how 
Dalton used words and wit to win two Academy 
Awards and expose the absurdity and injustice of 
the blacklist, which entangled everyone from gossip 
columnist Hedda Hopper – played by Helen Mirren 
– to John Wayne, Kirk Douglas and Otto Preminger. 

Philadelphia Inquirer film critic Steven Rea called 
the film, “ ... a period piece full of colorful charac-
ters, natty costumes, jaunty music.”

“Trumbo” also features John Goodman, Elle 
Fanning, Louis C.K. and Diane Lane. The R-rated 
film runs 124 minutes.

On Wednesday, Feb. 17, Michael Keaton leads a 
strong ensemble cast in the critically acclaimed 
“Spotlight.” The film recounts the riveting true 
story behind the Pulitzer Prize-winning Boston 
Globe investigation that would rock the city – and 
cause a crisis in one of the world’s oldest and most 
trusted institutions. 

When the newspaper’s tenacious “Spotlight” team 
of reporters delves into allegations of abuse in 

the Catholic Church, their yearlong investigation 
uncovers a decades-long cover up. The scandal 
reached the highest levels of Boston’s religious, 
legal, and government establishments, touching 
off a wave of revelations around the world. 

Directed by Academy Award-nominee Tom 
McCarthy, “Spotlight” is a tense investigative 
dramatic thriller, tracing the steps to one of the 
biggest cover-ups in modern times. In addition 
to Keaton, the film stars Mark Ruffalo, Rachel 
McAdams, Liev Schreiber, Billy Crudup and 
Stanley Tucci, among others.

Nominated for six Academy Awards, “Spotlight” 
collected three Golden Globes and a Screen Ac-
tors Guild Award for Best Ensemble. 

“‘Spotlight’ is a gripping detective story and a 
superlative newsroom drama,” according to The 
New York Times film critic A.O. Scott. Deadline 
film critic Pete Hommond calls the film, “Master-
ful, with a superb ensemble cast.” This R-rated 
film runs 127 minutes. 

Both films begin at 7:30 p.m. at The Ellen Theatre 
on Main Street in Bozeman and tickets are avail-
able at theellentheatre.com; by calling The Ellen 
Theatre box office at (406) 585-5885; or by visiting 
the box office Wednesday through Saturday from 
1–3 p.m., as well as two hours prior to the screening.

Visit bozemanfilmsociety.org for more information 
about the Bozeman Film Society.	

Film society brings ‘Trumbo,’ ‘Spotlight’ to The Ellen Theatre 



Explore Big Sky42   Feb. 5 - 18, 2016 EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENT

On Feb. 13, the talented musicians from The Hawthorne Roots along with 
Wesley and the Revolving will take the stage at Lone Peak Brewery to 
deliver soulful performances of their rock/blues, and folk/bluegrass genres, 
respectively.

The Hawthorne Roots’ original songs combine the passion of soul music with 
revved-up rock and blues beats. Their fresh sound has gained recognition 
in Montana, earning them Bozeman Magazine’s Peoples’ Choice Awards for 
“Best New Local Band” and “Best Folk Performance.” 

The style is defined by silvery vocals, tightly woven harmonies, and catchy 
melodies. The Hawthorne Roots consists of sisters Madeline and Emma 

Kelly, Montana transplants from the East Coast, who are backed by bassist 
Haley Ford, guitarist Lucas Mace, and drummer Michael Dejaynes.

Cinched up tight and tucked neatly behind the strings, Wesley and the 
Revolving cut heavily across the grain of the folk and bluegrass genres. Led by 
creator Wes Urbaniak’s song writing, WatR’s music is far from commonplace. 
According to Urbaniak, “It’s a hug and a grrrrr with a little bit of fur.”

The Feb. 13 Lone Peak Brewery show starts at 9 p.m. Call (406) 995-3939 for details.

Lone Peak Brewery to host rock/folk evening 
The Hawthorne Roots perform at Faultline North in November 2015. PHOTO BY NANCY REYNOLDS



48 Market Place | Big Sky, MT 59716
406.995.3939 | LonePeakBrewery.com

The brewery is calling... and I must go!

Food Served from 11am~10pm
Raw Wednesdays 12pm~3pm

Food Served from 11am~10pm
Raw Wednesdays 12pm~3pm

Happy Hour 2pm~4pm Everyday! Fresh Seafood Events, Live Music & More!!Happy Hour 2pm~4pm Everyday! Fresh Seafood Events, Live Music & More!!

Call today to reserve

 a spot for our

King Crab & Ribs 

Valentine's Dinner!

Feb 24th

8 7  L O N E  P E A K  D R
B I G  S K Y,  M T   U S A
4 0 6 . 9 9 5 . 3 6 7 0
B I G S K Y B U I L D . C O M

I N  T H E  E N D ,  I T ' S  N O T  T H E  Y E A R S  I N  Y O U R  L I F E  T H A T  C O U N T .
I T ' S  T H E  L I F E  I N  Y O U R  Y E A R S .

~ A B R A H A M  L I N C O L N



www.ctagroup.com/living

406.556.7100

There’s a pioneer in all of us. Residential architecture 

inspired by breathtaking 

natural environments.

406-993-2510  •  169 Snowy Mountain Circle  •  Big Sky, Montana

santoshabigsky.com

Bringing you closer to Santosha (contentment) today...

yoga
massage

acupuncture

chiropractic
ayurveda

thai massage

5:45-7:00pm
Weekend Wind Down 

All Levels Yoga

9:00-10:15am
All Levels Yoga

6:00-7:15pm
All Levels Yoga

7:00-8:00am
All Levels Yoga
8:15-9:15am 

Pilates
9:30-10:45am
All Levels Yoga
5:30-6:30pm

Barre
6:45-7:45pm

All Levels Adult Ballet

7:30-8:30am
All Levels Yoga

9:00-10:15am
All Levels Yoga

Noon-1:00
All Levels Yoga

4:30-5:30pm
Apres Ski Yoga

7:00-8:00am
Zumba

8:15-9:15am 
Barre

9:30-10:45am
All Levels Yoga

5:30-6:30pm
Pi-Yo

8:30-9:30am
Level II Yoga

10:00-11:30am
All Levels Yoga

9:00-10:15am
Vinyasa Flow

All Levels Yoga

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
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5:50AM
7AM

8:15AM
12:15PM

5:45PM

SPIN
SPIN
ZUMBA®
TRX
CIRCUIT
BARRE

5:50AM

6:55AM
8AM

9:15 AM

TRX 
CIRCUIT
BARRE®
YOGALATES
SPIN

8:00AM ROTATING

9:15AM PILATES 
PROPS

5:50AM
7AM

8:45AM

5:15 PM

BARRE®
SPIN
TRX 
CIRCUIT 
ROTATING

6:15 PM ZUMBA®

5:50AM
8:45AM

12:15PM

5:45PM

SPIN
BALLET
FITNESS
ROTATING

PIYO®

6:45AM

8AM

9:15AM
6:15PM

POWER 
PUMP
PILATES 
PROPS
BARRE®
SPIN 

B I G  S K Y

BIG SKY’S ONLY FULLY EQUIPPED PILATES STUDIO

MAT    REFORMER    TRAPEZE    TOWER    CHAIR
PRIVATE AND GROUP PILATES TRAINING

BALANCED BODY CERTIFIED

               Spotted Elk Rd
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Feb. 9 - BARRE®
Feb. 16 - 20-20-30Feb. 8 - BARRE®

Feb. 15 - Pilates 
                 Props

Feb. 6 - BARRE®
Feb. 13 - PiYo®
Feb. 20 - Spin

ARTS COUNCIL OF BIG SKY

The Arts Council of Big Sky kicks 
off its winter concert season with a 
celebration of fingerstyle acoustic 
guitar, when four acclaimed 
musicians share the stage at the 
Warren Miller Performing Arts 
Center on Thursday, Feb. 18.
	
“International Guitar Night” is 
one of the most popular touring 
showcases of guitar music, and 
features some of the hottest players 
in the world – including Lulo 
Reinhardt, the grand nephew of the 
famous Django Reinhardt. Brian 
Gore, Mike Dawes and Andre 
Krengel will also join Reinhardt on 
the WMPAC stage. 

Since it began in 1995, this annual tour has 
been a forum for the world’s finest guitarists and 
composers to play their latest original songs and 
share musical ideas.
	
“We’ve been wanting to bring this international 
event to Big Sky for a long time,” said ACBS 
Executive Director Brian Hurlbut. “Not only 
will it showcase the excellent acoustics in the 
[WMPAC] theater, but it will be fun to watch. 
These four players are incredible.” 

	
Gore is a San Francisco guitar poet that is gaining 
a reputation as one of the most interesting and 
influential performers of the next generation 
in fingerstyle guitar. His lyrical, understated 
compositions integrate classical and percussive 
techniques that display what the Los Angeles 
Times calls “a characterful bounce and 
spaciousness all his own.”
	
Since Dawes released his debut single with 
Candyrat records in 2012, his international 
profile has exploded. The young performer’s 

virtuoso style, littered with subtle 
nuances and micro-techniques 
has earned the 24-year-old British 
guitarist massive international 
critical acclaim. Dawes’ stage show 
has a youthful energy and charisma 
that blows the lid off the traditional 
guitar concert.
	
Reinhardt is a third generation 
master from Germany, and has 
retained the incredible Reinhardt 
soul, speed and dexterity while 
updating the repertoire. Lulo has 
expanded on the legacy of his 
granduncle Django with Latin-
flavored rhythms and melodies, and 
has attained a worldwide reputation 
for his varied projects over the years.
	

For Krengel, who was born in a small German 
village, playing guitar is a journey and music is 
a language that connects us to people without 
words. He is a versatile and virtuosic guitar 
player who is mainly self-taught, with his own 
unique style of playing. Krengel is also one of the 
foremost and prominent players in Germany.
	
Visit warrenmillerpac.org to purchase tickets. For 
more information about International Guitar Night, 
call (406) 995-2742 or visit bigskyarts.org.

A celebration of guitars in Big Sky
International Guitar Night features four virtuosos

Guitar virtuosos Brian Gore, Andre Krengel, Mike Dawes and Lulo Reinhardt will perform Feb. 18 at Big Sky’s 
Warren Miller Performing Arts Center. PHOTO COURTESY OF ARTS COUNCIL OF BIG SKY



BUY TICKETS WARRENMILLERPAC.ORG

Friday, February 12, 7:30 p.m.

KRONOS QUARTET
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big sky beats

American Life in Poetry: 
Column 567
BY TED KOOSER, U.S. POET LAUREATE
A friend told me recently that he tries to keep in touch with people he's known 
even though they don't put any effort into doing that themselves. Here's William 
Trowbridge, who lives in Missouri, making an effort. His most recent book is “Put 
This On, Please.” 

Long Distance to My Old Coach 
By William Trowbridge

The reception's not bad, across 50 years,
though his voice has lost its boot-camp timbre.
He's in his 80's now and, in a recent photo,

looks it, so bald and pale and hard to see behind
the tallowing of flesh. Posing with friends,
he's the only one who has to sit—the man

three of us couldn't pin. "The Hugger,"
they christened him before my class arrived—
for his bearlike shape and his first name, Hugh.

He fostered even us, the lowly track squad.
"Mr. Morrison," I still call him. "You were
the speedster on the team, a flash," he recalls

with a chuckle. That's where his memory of me
fades. And what have I retained of him beyond
the nickname, voice, and burly shape? The rest

could be invention: memory and desire's
sleight-of-hand as we call up those we think
we've known, to chat about the old days

and the weather, bum hips and cholesterol,
our small talk numbing as a dial tone,
serious as prayer.

American Life in Poetry does not accept unsolicited submissions, and is made possible 
by The Poetry Foundation (poetryfoundation.org), publisher of Poetry magazine. It is 
also supported by the Department of English at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 
Poem copyright ©2015 by William Trowbridge, “Long Distance to My Old Coach,” 
from South Dakota Review, (Vol. 15, nos. 3 & 4, 2015). Poem reprinted by permis-
sion of William Trowbridge and the publisher. Introduction copyright © 2015 by The 
Poetry Foundation. The introduction's author, Ted Kooser, served as United States Poet 
Laureate Consultant in Poetry to the Library of Congress from 2004-2006.

By Taylor-Ann Smith
EBS Graphic Designer

Find out what tunes we’re bumping! In Big Sky Beats, Explore Big Sky staff offers 
suggested tracks for your next playlist. Whether you need to freshen up your music 
library, want to expand your collection, or just need some tunes for the slopes, we’ve 
got you covered.  

One of my favorite features on the music streaming service Spotify is the “Dis-
cover Weekly” playlist. Spotify tracks the songs and artists you listen to and 
generates a weekly playlist catered to your taste as well as suggesting artists and 
albums you may enjoy. 

While some of these songs I’ve heard before, the playlist mostly features artists 
outside the limelight and brings a fresh vibe to my music collection.  

The tracks below are from my most recent Discover Weekly playlist that I 
jammed to while designing this issue of Explore Big Sky. 

	 1. “Circles feat. Vanic,” machineheart
	 2. “VYZA,” WITHOUT
	 3. “Nightfall,” Louis Vivet 
	 4. “Cry Baby,” The Neighborhood
	 5. “Collect My Love feat. Alex Newell - Mat Zo Remix,” The Knocks
	 6. “All My Friends – 99 Souls Remix,” Snakeships, Tinashe, Chance The Rapper
	 7. “I Need You,” Toy Box
	 8. “I Don’t Wanna Love You feat. Melody Noel,” Prince Fox
	 9.  “Is There Somewhere,” Halsey
	  10. “It’s Strange,” Louis The Child

Visit explorebigsky.com/beats for a sampling of the playlist.
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For Explore Big Sky, the Back 40 is a resource: a place where we can delve into subjects 
and ask experts to share their knowledge. Topics include regional history, profiles of local 
artists and musicians, snow and avalanche education, how-to pieces for traditional or 
outdoor skills, and science.

Noun: wild or rough terrain adjacent to a developed area   Origin: shortened form of “back 40 acres”

BY AL LOCKWOOD
EBS CONTRIBUTOR 

Homesteading got a late start in the Gallatin Basin, 
the area now known as Big Sky. The years 1865 
to 1900 saw active settlement in other parts of 
Montana under the provisions of the Homestead 
Act of 1862 and later revisions to it, which gave 
settlers title to 160 acres of land for farming at little 
or no cost. 

But it wasn’t until after the first true road was cut 
into the Gallatin Canyon in 1901 – to supply the 
Cooper Logging Camp in the Taylor Fork area – that 
ranchers began driving cattle up the logging road 
to the meadows of the Gallatin Basin. Once there, 
they built cabins and staked out their 160-acre 
homesteads.

If there were settlers in the basin in 1900, the U.S. 
Census Bureau didn’t send anyone to count them. 
However, by 1910 enough people lived and worked 
in the area that the government included them in 
the 13th federal census. 

In May of that year, a census taker named Sadie 
Porter from Yellowstone County, Mont., counted 
50 workers encamped along the Madison River 
just over the divide from the Gallatin Basin. These 
workers were employed by the Montana Reservoir 
and Irrigation Company, which built Hebgen Dam 
from 1910 to 1914. 

The single page of Porter’s census is cataloged in 
the bureau’s 1910 records along with seven pages 
of data collected June 3-10 in Gallatin County, by a 
Bozeman farmer named Henry F. Cowherd. 

Cowherd was assigned to count the settlers in the 
Gallatin Basin, which was designated by the Census 
Bureau as “Basin Precinct – Gallatin National 
Forest – School District No. 54.” Most of Cowherd’s 
workdays were likely spent on horseback, riding 
up rough dirt roads and into canyons looking for 
ranchers, lumbermen and prospectors. 

On June 4, Cowherd documented the family of 
Augustus Franklin Crail on their homestead in 
the West Fork Meadow area. Two of the Crail 

homestead 
buildings still 
stand in Big Sky 
as part of the Crail 
Ranch Homestead 
Museum. 

Only three of 
the 47 Gallatin 
Basin residents in 
1910 were born 
on foreign soil: 
Chalis Johnson, 
a farmer, was 
born in Sweden; 
Patrick Shien 
was a miner 
from Ireland, 
and Andrew 
Levinski, a miner 
born in Germany. All others were born in the U.S. 
or its territories, and 15 claimed Montana as their 
place of birth. 

Levinski, a 51-year-old prospector who emigrated 
to the U.S. in 1872, would later become one of the 
most infamous people in the Gallatin Basin area. 

In January 1917, Levinski shot and killed two 
prominent Gallatin County citizens as they rode to 
his mining camp along what is now called Levinski 
Creek, as told in Janet Cronin’s and Dorothy 
Michener Vick’s 1992 book “Montana’s Gallatin 
Canyon: A Gem in the Treasure State.” Levinski was 
angry over threats to take his mining claims. He was 
brought to trial and acquitted, and shortly thereafter 
disappeared from the area and was never seen again.

On June 6, 1910, the same day he counted 
Levinski, Cowherd recorded Tom Michener and 
his family, whose descendants lived in Gallatin 
Canyon until recently. Tom’s daughter is the 
author Dorothy Michener Vick whose history of 
the canyon, written in collaboration with Cronin, 
is still popular today. 

On June 7, Cowherd tabulated the Lytle family 
– William, known as “Billy,” and his wife Etta, 

known as “Pearl,” who was blind but a very capable 
and independent woman. After marrying Billy, she 
was so good at handling her household chores and 
cooking for the hunting parties that few realized 
that she couldn’t see, according to Cronin and Vick.

On June 10, 1910, his last day of census taking in 
the Gallatin Basin, Cowherd documented the Karst 
household. Pete Karst, age 34 from Wisconsin, 
is listed simply as “farmer,” but, Karst was the 
original entrepreneur of the canyon. He developed 
transportation services, established lodging and 
restaurants, and even set up an early ski run across 
from his cabins along the Gallatin River in Karst 
Kamp, a few miles north of Big Sky.  

The stories of the Crails, Micheners, Lytles, Andrew 
Levinski, Pete Karst and many others whose names 
appear in the 1910 census are told in Cronin and 
Vick’s “Montana’s Gallatin Canyon,” as well as 
“Images of America: Big Sky,” by Jeff Strickler and 
Anne Marie Mistretta. 

Al Lockwood spends his summers in Big Sky and is a 
past chair of the Historic Crail Ranch Conservators. 
Visit crailranch.org for more information on the 
history and people of Big Sky’s early days.  

The first families in Gallatin Basin 
Pages from the 1910 census

Billy and Pearl Lytle’s homestead in Big Sky’s Porcupine Basin circa 1912. IMAGES COURTESY OF THE HISTORIC 
CRAIL RANCH CONSERVATORS

A page from the U.S. Federal Census of the Gallatin Basin Precinct recorded on June 6, 1910.
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BY DAN EGAN
EBS CONTRIBUTOR 

Ski conditions and terrain 
vary, and you need to be 
quick on your edges to 
adjust to these changes.

In steep and narrow terrain, such as chutes 
and couloirs, stay compact so you can react 
from turn to turn. By staying low and 
centered over your skis you’ll be in a better 
position to respond to the puzzle of tight, 
narrow spaces and explore more of the 
mountain.

Lets start from the top – have a plan before 
you drop in and ski these spots in sections. 
Tell yourself how many turns it will take 
to get to the next narrow zone and pick out 
locations to stop and evaluate your situation.  

Remember, you don’t want to arc or carve 
on the steeps because this will create 
acceleration and usually that speed will take 
you across the slope, rather than down the 
mountain.

When you drop in, don’t try to turn – just 
traverse in and stop. To do this, keep your 
shoulders slightly countered to the slope and 
reach forward with your hands to keep your 
body over your feet, while setting your edges 
into the snow.
Next, keep your eyes focused down the fall 
line. Remember, you go where you look, so 
look where you want to go. If you want to go 
downhill, don’t look across the slope in the 
direction of your skis, instead look down and 
through the really tight areas.

Once you’re settled and comfortable on 
the steep slope, make your first turn with 
confidence. Pole plants are an important part 
of the stance and are the foundation of steep 
skiing. Plant your pole down the fall line and 
reach out from your body as far as you can 
– this will keep your center of gravity over 
your feet and place you in a position to make 
a short, quick turn. 

As you plant your pole, unweight your skis 
by slightly popping up and retract your feet 
under your butt, swing them around, and 
land on the new downhill edges. Keep your 
eyes looking down the fall line and make sure 
your shoulders and hands remain counter 
to the slope and facing down the mountain. 
Once you’ve made the first turn, repeat. The 
rest will come more easily.

A common mistake in steep skiing is to allow 
your uphill hand to touch the slope. If you 
do this, you’ll bend at the waist and lose the 
advantage of skiing with a strong core. Your 
skis will also accelerate and travel across, 
rather than down, the fall line.

Practice these techniques on a steep, open 
slope before attempting the narrows. 
Traverse into an imaginary alleyway, get 
settled on the slope, make a turn and stop. 
See if you can do this without additional 
traversing or drifting across the fall line.  

Progress by making one turn then add more 
as your confidence grows. 

Steep and narrow places add to the adventure 
of skiing, and if you remain compact you’ll 
have an easier time side slipping over ice and 
side stepping over exposed rocks.

Keep in mind that part of big mountain 
skiing is unlocking the puzzle of steep and 
narrow places, so forget about flawless 
technique. 

Drop in safely, have fun and explore your 
own personal limits.

Extreme skiing pioneer Dan Egan has 
appeared in 12 Warren Miller Ski films and 
countless others. Today he teaches clinics and 
guides trips at locations around the world 
including Big Sky, where he’ll be teaching 
March 3-5 and March 10-12. Find more 
ski tips from Dan Egan at skiclinics.com/
education/skitips.

Ski Tips: Stay compacted in the steep and narrow

Five keys to controlling 
your speed in the steeps:

Dan Egan staying compacted in the steep and narrow of Big Sky Resort’s Headwaters Cirque. PHOTO BY JEN BENNETT/RUMBLE PRODUCTIONS

• Have a plan 

• Keep your focus down the mountain

• Don’t allow your shoulders to face in the 
direction of your ski tips

• Keep both hands in the fall line 

• Keep a low center of gravity 

The best run of your life pg. 50
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BY E.J. DAWS
EBS STAFF WRITER

As a skier, you dream of this.  

This is the moment you recount again and 
again, to anyone who will listen at bars, over 
dinner, and around campfires. People may be 
sick of hearing about it, but you find it creep-
ing into conversations over and over.
 
This is the best ski run of your life.

I hit my high-water mark in mid-January, at 
Baldface Lodge outside of Nelson, British 
Columbia, high in the Selkirk Range. 

In some sort of skier’s divine intervention, 
the conditions lined up perfectly. Ten cen-
timeters of snow fell two days before we 
arrived, then 15 centimeters the following 
day – all on top of a 6-foot base with great 
stability. This part of Canada is often socked 
in during the winter, but for some reason, the 
sun decided to show its face on this day.
My adrenaline was jacked as we stood at the 

top of Baldface Peak. The high summits of 
multiple provincial parks poked their heads 
above the ever-shifting clouds snaking 
through the valleys below. 

Then we see our line.

Beneath the tips of my skis, more than 2,000 
feet of virgin snow lay from the top to the 
valley floor. I feel as if I’d dreamt of this 
before, but now the wind is cold, the sun is 
bright, and I am actually here.

We drop in, rapidly gaining speed. The west 
face of Baldface Peak shows itself,as a com-
pletely untouched canvas below. At the same 
time that I want to make small, jumpy pow-
der turns, the urge to open up the throttle 
and make sweeping giant slalom turns over-
takes me.

We are ripping now.

On every turn, champagne powder snow 
blasts my face and blows over my shoulders. 
I laugh, yell, and have an ice cream headache. 

My beard is caked in snow from trips in and 
out of “the white room.”

Sun, snow, sun, snow, sun, snow – it’s the 
dreamy repetition of a skier’s cadence.

I’m not sure if time actually slows down, 
but it seems to last forever. The next thing I 
know, I’m at the bottom of the peak, looking 
up at over 2,300 feet of the mountain I just 
danced with. I can pick out my tracks, right 
from the top to where I now stand.

I’m sweating, out of breath, laughing, joy-
ously cursing, high fiving and in complete 
amazement.

When replaying the day at the lodge that eve-
ning, a longtime Baldface skier quipped, “You 
may have different runs than that, but you 
will never have better runs than that.”

With incredible snow stacking up through-
out the Northern Rockies, I hope you get to 
ski the best run of your life this winter.

The best run of your life

A cross, dedicated to the late Canadian snowboarding legend Craig Kelly, overlooks the cat skiing operation of Baldface Lodge outside of 
Nelson, British Columbia. OUTLAW PARTNERS PHOTOPHOTO BY ADRIAN MORIN

PHOTO BY ADRIAN MORIN
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ENJOY A WINTER

CLOSE TO HOME

Luxurious Lodging    |    Beautiful Scenery    |    Gourmet Dining

9105 Thorpe Road, Bozeman, Montana    |    406 388 0148   |    grlodge.com

includes dinner for two, bottle of wine, 
one night of lodging, and breakfast

Clockwise from top left: The author fresh out of the “white room” in British Columbia PHOTO BY ADRIAN MORIN ; the lodge illuminated and wearing a fresh coat of Canadian powder; the view from the front of Baldface Lodge. 
OUTLAW PARTNERS PHOTOS
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January’s abundant snowfall brought Bridger 

Bowl Ski Area’s total for the season to 171 

inches with a settled base depth of a hefty 60 

inches. A look at Bridger’s daily video archive 

shows skiers and riders shredding all sorts of 

creative lines thanks to January’s snowfall.

On Saturday, Feb. 6 the King and Queen of the 

Ridge returns to Bridger, when contestants hike and ski the ridge as many 

times as they can in five hours. Proceeds from the event are donated to the 

Friends of the Gallatin National Forest Avalanche Center and the King and 

Queen has raised more than $123,000 for the Friends since 2003. 

And mark your calendars for the Bridger Gully Freeride Feb. 20, where skiers 

and snowboarders test their mettle in some of Bridger’s rowdiest terrain. 

Pre-registration is required by noon on Feb. 19.  – T.A.

OUTDOORS

Word from the Resorts
Giving you the news directly from the region's top ski resorts

BY JENNIE WHITE
GRAND TARGHEE RESORT MARKETING MANAGER

January was filled with plenty of powder days 
and Grand Targhee Resort has seen more than 
23 feet of snow this season. With a deep base 
and the whole mountain open, it’s time to find 
your perfect line on our uncrowded slopes. 

If you need a breather from the steep and deep, take a cruise down some of 
our corduroy. Targhee’s grooming crew has been out in force, manicuring runs 
across the mountain to give your quads a break. Midweek lodging packages 
are now 20 percent off, so there’s no better time to break away this winter. 
Just ask about our “Midweek Hooky” package.
 

Traveling with little adventurers? With Targhee’s on-mountain childcare and 
Mini Moose and Powder Scouts programs, your little skier or rider will be in 
good hands while you hit the slopes. 

Throughout the Kids Fun Zone and the Shoshone area, you’ll find plenty of 
terrain-based learning areas to increase confidence, balance and skill. There’s 
even a beginner terrain park where you can practice your own skills before 
progressing on. And the best part? Kids 12 and younger stay and ski free with 
an accompanied adult.
 
Our Ski and Ride School is perfect for any skill level and our certified instruc-
tors will take your skiing or snowboarding to the next level. Give us a call and 
we’ll make sure you are set up start to finish! 

Visit grandtarghee.com or call 1-800-TARGHEE for more information.

BY LYNDSEY OWENS
BIG SKY RESORT MARKETING DIRECTOR

When the skiing and riding is this good, 

the stoke is high at Big Sky Resort, and the 

slopes were packed with hoots and smiles in 

January. The abundant snow accumulation 

throughout the month made for optimal 

conditions, bringing up the base and filling 

in chutes and bowls. The middle of the win-

ter season is here -  it’s time to get after it 

and enjoy great skiing and riding at Big Sky Resort. 

February events at Big Sky Resort include the Montana Jack Super Bowl 

50 Party on Feb. 7 at 3:30 p.m. and Transworld SNOWboarding’s Trans-

Am Slopestyle competition on Saturday, Feb. 13. The Dummy Jump is 

Saturday, Feb. 20 and dummies can be registered online anytime or on the 

day of the event. 

Visit bigskyresort.com/events for more event information and daily snow 

conditions are available at bigskyresort.com/snow.

BY PAUL ROBERTSON
LONE MOUNTAIN RANCH GENERAL MANAGER
 
Lone Mountain Ranch is in peak winter 
form and all of our Nordic trails are open 
with fantastic conditions for skate and 
classic skiers. Our famous sleigh ride 
dinner is running to the North Fork Cabin 
every night of the week and chef Nick 

Steen has added several new items to the lodge menu. You’ll also find 
happy hour specials in the saloon every afternoon from 3-6 p.m. 

Come enjoy live music in the saloon Monday, Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday from 6–8 p.m. Cowboy folk singer and long-time local favorite 
Bruce Anfinson is back by popular demand with an après ski show every 
Saturday from 4-6 p.m. 
 
There are many reasons to join the fun at LMR every day, but be sure to 
mark Saturday, Feb. 27 on your calendar for the return of the Mad Wolf 
Winter Relay. Competitors will begin with a Le Mans-style start at the top 
of Andesite Mountain, ski or snowboard to the “Poop Shoot” for a Nordic 
ski leg, and finish with a fat bike ride to LMR. Register to compete as an 
individual or a team. 

After the race, join host Jeremy Harder and musician Tom Garnsey for a 
mid-season winter shindig at the saloon. Prizes will be awarded for the 
fastest individual and team, as well as best costume. Proceeds will benefit 
the Big Sky Ski Education Fund.
 
Call (406) 995-4734 to register for the Mad Wolf Winter Relay. For more 
information about the ranch, visit lonemountainranch.com.

PHOTO BY WES OVERVOLD



CENTRE SKY ARCHITECTURE

CENTRE SKY ARCHITECTURE WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL OF OUR TEAM MEMBERS FOR 
THEIR HARD WORK, DEDICATION, AND SUPPORT.  YOU, ALONG WITH THE CONTRACTORS, 

ENGINEERS, CONSULTANTS, AND THE BIG SKY COMMUNITY MAKE US WHO WE ARE.  
WE APPRECIATE THE RECOGNITION FOR THE BEST ARCHITECT FOR 

BEST OF BIG SKY NOMINATION.

BIG SKY  |  406.995.7572  |  CENTRESKY.COM

ANTHONY, BEN, CASEY, HEATHER, KELSEY, MARIYA, OLEXA, & SAM

JAMIE DAUGAARD, AIA, NCARB, LEED AP

A WARM THANK YOU

THANK YOU,



Nordic Hot Tub
We service what we sell! 

Spa sales to fit your budget
Pool and spa care after the sale
Custom maintenance plans

Spa covers and custom lifts
Lots of accessories for your spa
Special orders available

(406) 995-4892 • NordicHotTub@aol.com
47520 Gallatin Rd. • Big Sky, MT 59716

www.BigSkyHotTubs.com

This is how Big Sky gets
into hot water.

Call Kerri and Kevin Fabozzi 406-993-9333
Open 6 days/week
Monday-Saturday 10am - 5pm

Selling lightly used, upscale, quality 
goods from the home !

Consignment 
Cabin

NEW INVENTORY DAILY!

Now Under New Ownership!

Prices reduced on furniture and rugs
    10%-50% OFF Clothing for men, women, and children

Winter Clothing on Sale Now!

Creighton Block

Town Center, B ig  Sky, Montana

Now featuring the work of legendary nature photographer 
Thomas D. Mangelsen

“Eyes of the Grizzly” 48x72, Framed Canvas
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Why you should love whitefish

BY PATRICK STRAUB
EBS FISHING COLUMNIST

You read that 
title correctly. I 
considered writing 
this column 
anonymously, 
however, I know 
I’m not alone in 
my admiration of 
whitefish. Since 
Valentine’s Day is on 
the horizon I’m going 
so far as to say I love 
whitefish. I finally 
said it in a public 
forum – that feels 
good. 

Mountain whitefish 
(Prosopium 
williamsoni) is 
affectionately 
known as “mighty 
whitey,” “bugle 
lips,” “mountain 
bonefish,” “rock 
roller,” among many 
other nicknames. 
The whitefish is a widespread native species 
found in rivers, streams, lakes and reservoirs 
in Montana. Some anglers disdain whitefish, 
others are impartial to their existence, and some 
share my feelings of admiration and respect. 

Here are some reasons why mountain 
whitefish deserve a little love this upcoming 
Valentine’s Day.

They belong here. As a native salmonid 
whitefish have toughed it out. They’ve seen 
arctic grayling come and go, and non-salmonid 
brook trout establish themselves; and they co-
exist with introduced rainbow and brown trout. 

What you don’t know can’t hurt you. It happens 
dozens of times a year in my boat: A large fish 
is hooked and a nice fight ensues. Anticipation 
builds as the camera and net are at the ready. 
The fish is brought to the surface and … doh! 
It’s a whitefish. Celebrate the size and the fight 
in the fish – if a rock roller fought well enough 
to keep its identity a secret, then it deserves 
accolades.

Trout with training wheels. For beginning 
anglers, whitefish are ideal for learning to hook-
set, fight, land, and properly release fish. They 
tend to be less selective than trout, which plays 
well to the marginal skills of novice anglers. A 
whitefish on the line is a reward for a successful 
presentation of a fly. 

Small whitefish make bigger trout. The 
Yellowstone River is home to some massive 
brown trout, as well as an abundance of 
whitefish. Predatory trout seek out other fish, 
such as small whitefish. Whitefish roe – eggs 
released during their fall spawn – provide an 
abundant food source for trout as they prepare 
for a long winter. 

Morale booster. A fish in hand feels better than 
catching no fish at all, and it’s OK to admit you 
prefer to to catch trout. However, don’t rain on 
someone else’s parade if a whitefish is brought 
to hand. If you can’t say anything nice …

Indicator species. Large populations of 
whitefish indicate a healthy river system – one 
that has a diverse insect population, consistent 
fish-friendly flows and runoff cycles, and 
plenty of trout. Whitefish are a food source 
for osprey, otters, and eagles, among other 
animals. If a river’s whitefish population drops, 
those animals aren’t going to the grocery store, 
they’re going to eat trout. 

The state record is attainable. If you want to 
make it in the record books, a whitefish might 
be your best chance. The typical whitefish is 
going to be 10-12 inches, but larger fish are not 
uncommon. The Montana state record is 23 
inches and 5.1 pounds. Many hardcore anglers 
may have caught a whitefish that big, but those 
catches often go undocumented. Start keeping 
track because the record is swimming out there 
somewhere. 

Equal opportunity feeders. Whitefish are 
opportunistic feeders. Sure, their willingness 
to eat removes the guessing game or challenge 
of catching a fish with a fly, but it’s OK to have 
times fishing when the catching is easy. White
fish often eat dry flies with abandon and seeing 
a fish eat a fly you presented is fun regardless of 
the species. 

Guilt-free fish. If you want to catch, keep, and 
eat fish, the whitefish is for you. In a Montana 
State University study, participants found that 
whitefish when cooked, were similar to trout 
in texture, aroma and juiciness. Fillet, remove 
any brown fat and skin, coat with your favorite 
breading, and fry in light oil. Or season the 
boned and skinned fillets and sauté, being very 
careful not to over cook. Usually three minutes 
a side is all it takes. 

My favorite nickname for the mountain 
whitefish is “Rodney.” Why? Because Mr. 
Dangerfield got no respect and neither do these 
fish. Whitefish have been around long before 
anyone fished our waters and like it or not, they 
are going to stick around long after we’re gone. 

Pat Straub is the author of six books, including 
“The Frugal Fly Fisher,” “Montana On The Fly,” 
and “Everything You Always Wanted to Know 
About Fly Fishing.” He and his wife own Gallatin 
River Guides in Big Sky and Pat operates the 
Montana Fishing Guide School and the Montana 
Women’s Fly Fishing School.

The native mountain whitefish doesn’t often get the respect it deserves. If you can’t be happy while fishing in Montana, then perhaps two fish might help. PHOTO COURTESY OF GALLATIN RIVER GUIDES



contact  outlaw Partners (406) 995-2055 
or media@theoutlawPartners.com

bus wraPs available  - Target 
thousands of local consumers including Resort 
employees, permanent residents, MSU Students 
and 300,000 seasonal tourists

let mobile 

advertising 

drive business 

to you!

FAST. FRESH. 

F A T  .
Th at’s how we Roll.

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT 11-8PM  -  LOCATED IN BIG SKY IN THE WESTFORK PLAZA

 406.995.3099 - WEROLLEMFAT.COM

fresh soups 

made daily

best 
margaritas 
in big sky!

77 Aspen Leaf Dr. Unit 14B | Big Sky, MT 
406.995.BUDS (2837)

• Organic Products

• Edibles / Tinctures

• Pectin Strips

• High CBD Medical Products

• Vaporizer Oil Pens

• THC Infused Salves & Creams

• Delivery Available

• Veteran Discounts

• Open 7 days a week

Learn more at: montanabuds.com



sponsored by:

THRIVE   P.O. BOX 6637 BOZEMAN, MT 59771   WWW.ALLTHRIVE.ORG   BIG SKY COORDINATOR, JULIE GRIMM-LISK 406-995-4281        

Spring Season begins March 24th
Register online at www.allthrive.org

allthrive.org

A program for 6-8th grade girls

											           												
At-Large					    Committee	Member:	Linda	O’Connor				  406-738-4373	

At-Large				    Committee	Member:	Jeanette	“Tootie”	Rasmussen	 406-466-2091	

Lima/Melrose/Sheridan/		  Committee	Member:	Dale	Giem					   406-596-3253
Virginia	City/Twin	Bridges

Fairfield/Augusta/Fort	Shaw/Helena	 Committee	Member:	Ken	Naylor						   406-467-3409
	
Big	Sky					    Committee	Member:	Maggie	Biggerstaff					  406-580-6244
	
Browning/Heart	Butte			  Committee	Member:	Brother	Dale	Mooney	 406-338-5290	ext	111

	 In	addition,	there	are	two	other	ways	to	be	nominated:
1.		Any	15	or	more	members	acting	together	may	make	nominations	by	petition	up	to	30	days	prior	to	the	meeting.
2.		The	president	of	the	board	will	call	for	additional	nominations	from	the	floor	at	the	actual	meeting.

For	further	details	on	these	alternative	nomination	procedures,	please	call	1-800-796-4567	ext	4132.
The	election	will	be	held	in	Fairfield	at	the	Community	Hall	on	Monday,	March	21,	2016.		

The	business	meeting	begins	at	1:00	p.m.

1-800-796-4567			•			www.3rivers.net

	 The	 Board	 of	 Trustees	 has	 selected	 the	 Nominating	 Committee	 for	 the	 3	 Rivers	 Telephone	 Cooperative,	 Inc.		
63rd	Annual	Meeting.		These	committee	members	are	looking	for	interested	3	Rivers	Telephone	Cooperative,	Inc.	members	who	live	in	the	listed	
exchange	areas	to	be	candidates	for	the	position	of	Trustee	on	the	Board	of	Trustees.	This	Board	manages	the	business	and	affairs	of	3	Rivers	
Telephone	Cooperative,	Inc.	

	 If	you	or	someone	you	know	is	interested	in	becoming	an	active	participant	on	the	Board	of	Trustees	of	3	Rivers	Telephone	Cooperative,	
Inc.	please	call	one	of	the	Nomination	Committee	members	listed	below	for	requirements,	qualifications	and	responsibilities	by	February	15,	2016.
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32C Town Center Ave | 406-551-3995 | ferchoelliott.com

Please help us celebrate our One Year Anniversary in our                   
NEW Town Center location!

Libations and Valentine Treats for everyone!

Thursday, February 11th from 4-8pm

Original Oil Paintings - Rugs - Furniture

The RinseKit is like having a shower in a box to take 
on all your mountain adventures. From muddy hik-
ing boots to sandy fly-fishing waiters and dogs, dirt 
doesn’t stand a chance when you have the RinseKit 
waiting back at the car or camp.

Without batteries or annoying pumping, RinseKit’s 
patented “eon” system stores the pressure of your 
home spigot for up to a month. The compact design 
holds up to 2 gallons of water and the 6-foot hose has a 
nozzle with seven different spray settings. 

The only worry you’ll have with the RinseKit is your 
family and friends sneaking showers or rinsing their 
muddy shoes while you’re setting up camp. With a 
three-minute rinse limit, you’ll have to tell them to get 
their own!  – T.A.

$89.99 rinsekit.com

RinseKit
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NOW HIRING 

Big Sky Community 
Corporation:  
Asset Manager
Join the BSCC team 
managing maintenance & 
cleaning associated with 
our trails, parks and public 
facilities.  FT May-Oct.  
See full job description at 
http://bsccmt.org/about/
employment-opportunities/ 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Gallatin County:
Big Sky Branch Coordinator
Work with the school and the 
community to raise awareness, 
find volunteer mentors and 
enroll children. Responsible for 
the administration, operation 
and management of the Branch 
office. 5-10 hrs./week. Full job 
description at www.bbbs-gc.org.

Home on the Range, LLC
Housekeeper – 52 weeks a year; 10 – 15 hours a week. Must have 
references. Cleaning, shopping, and light kitchen work required. Must 
be able to work on Fridays. Must live in Big Sky or surrounding area. 
Please respond with resume to bigskyhousekeeper@gmail.com



bigskydiscoveryacademy.org    
Big Sky Town Center – 175 Aspen Leaf Dr.

406-640-2399 // tom@bigskydiscoveryacademy.org

For the LOVE of learning!

 PreK, Elementary, Middle, High School

PreK, Kinder, 
1st – 3rd, and 

4th – 6th grade 
classes.

MONTESSORI
approved 

and national 
accreditation 
grades 7-12.

NCAA
no more than 

10 students per 
teacher. 8:1 
PreK ratio.

10:1 RATIO

monthly and 
seasonal 

participation 
available.

FLEXIBLE
Nordic and 

Alpine part of 
weekly winter 
programming.

SKIING
to you and 
your child’s 

specific needs.

ADAPTABLE

Did you Know?

Paid for by the animals in your backyard.

Mountain Goat (Oreamnos americanus)

Repect. Protect. Cherish.

Mountain Goats were introduced to the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem in the 1940’s?

They live to be 9-12 years old and weigh up to 300 
lbs. They can jump 12 ft in one movement. You can 
tell their age by counting the rings on their horns.



20-60 Acre Parcels // Starting at $89,900

REAL ESTATE SALES & CONCIERGE
406.284.3200 or GallatinRiverRanch.com

3200 Nixon Gulch Road • Manhattan, MT

Ask About

Just 25 minutes from  
Downtown Bozeman

R E A L  E S TAT E  F O R  T H E
 O U T D O O R  E N T H U S I A S T.

Bridger Canyon Masterpiece
40.24± acres, 4 bd, 8 ba, 10,923± sf 
home, 5 fireplaces, wine room, home 
theater, bar, Incredible craftsmanship  
and attention to detail

Bridger Canyon Masterpiece, Bozeman

$7,800,000 | #183385

© 2014 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are 
registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

  DON PILOTTE, BROKER | 406.580.0155 | RANCHMT.COM

Lost Trail Retreat, Big Sky
20± acres, mid-mountain location
Outstanding building site with mtn 
views Community water system

$778,000 | #200670
Diamond Bar 7, Big Timber
2,062± acre productive ranch, 5 reservoirs,  
irrigated cropland,  owner’s residence, 
hand’s home & live water

$3,995,000 | #199289



BIG LIFESTYLE
Big Sky

BHHSMT.COM | 406.995.4060 | 55 LONE PEAK DRIVE | BIG SKY TOWN CENTER

© 2016 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

    DON PILOTTE broker, gri, rrs, sfr 406.580.0155 | STACY OSSORIO broker 406.539.8553 | ERIC OSSORIO broker 406.539.9553
TONI DELZER sales associate 406.570.3195 | MARC LAUERMANN sales associate, abr, sfr 406.581.8242

BRUCE WINTER sales associate 406.581.4658

DIAMOND HITCH ROAD, LOT 26
$795,000  |  #210453  |  Call Stacy or Eric

Click in and ski-in ski-out from this beautiful 1± 
acre lot in Diamond Hitch. Stunning views to the 
Spanish Peaks and Lone Peak. 

JACK CREEK ROAD
$13,750,000  |  #205500  |  Call Stacy or Eric

Located between Ennis and Big Sky. 1,916± 
acres, via a private gated road. The Ranch 
includes a custom log home and several other 
building locations with spectacular mountain 
vistas. Co-listed with Swan Land Co. 

NORTHFORK ROAD
$2,495,000  |  #209944  |  Call Don

216± Acres, heavily forested with meadows, ap-
prox. ¾ mile of Northfork flows through. Borders 
public land, great cross country ski property. 

LOST TRAILS RETREAT, LOT 8
$778,000  |  #209887  |  Call Don

20± acre property between the Meadow and 
Mountain Villages at Big Sky! Lot has been partially 
cleared for evergreen management and to create view 
corridors. Community water system with fire flow. 

CAMP ARROWHEAD
$8,350,000  |  #208912  |  Call Stacy or Eric

25± acre Beehive Basin compound. House, 
guest house, caretaker apartment. Views to Lone 
Mountain, Andesite and Beehive. Near Big Sky 
Resort and Moonlight Basin.

NORDIC LANE
$1,090,000  |  #210656  |  Call Stacy or Eric

3,760± sf home in the popular Aspen Groves 
neighborhood. 4 bd, 4.5 ba, loft bonus room, 
updated gourmet kitchen with new appliances, 
large wrap around deck set amongst a beautiful 
rock garden w/ perennials.

ASPENGLOW CONDO #36B
$619,000  |  #203211  |  Call Stacy or Eric

3 bd, 3.5 ba, 2,583± sf furnished unit, turn key, 
upgraded unit has never been rented, gourmet 
kitchen, SS appliances, granite countertops, 
master private deck, hot tub; bonus living room. 

BLACK OTTER CONDO
$210,000  |  #210222  |  Call Marc

This charming 2 bd, 1 full ba condo has a won-
derful central location in Big Sky, Adjacent to the 
Arnold Palmer designed Big Sky Golf Course, 
wood burning fireplace, exterior patio and access 
to the Silverbow pool center.

BIG BUCK ROAD, LOT 2
$475,000  |  #209474  |  Call Don

Beautiful 20± acre property with views of Lone 
Peak and the Spanish Peaks as well as the Gall-
atin Canyon. Some older growth trees are still on 
the property and were not harvested. A well has 
been drilled, great build sites!

TIMBERLOFT DRIVE RECREATIONAL
$475,000 #206525 | $425,000 #206527 | Call Don
Outstanding views of Lone Mountain/ Spanish 
Peaks, grassy meadows with forested building site! 
Accessed by private electronically gated road. Ad-
ditional acreage available up to 140± more acres.

TIMBER RIDGE LOT 2
$1,350,000  |  #208218  |  Call Stacy or Eric

20.46± buildable acres in Moonlight Basin. 
Spectacular views to both Lone & Fan Mtns. 
Access through private, gated road along with 
deeded access along Jack Creek Road to Ennis.

BIG BUCK ROAD
$799,900  | #210115  | Call Don  

33.95± acres with outstanding views of the 
Mountains. Great building sites; owned by developers’ 
partner. Lot has never been on the market previously, 
no worry of tree growth impacting views. 



To learn more, contact us at 406.209.3069 or info@thefairwaysatbigsky.com

The NEW Fairways, ONLY 8 6 units available, placing you STEPS from the tee 
box and minutes from Big Sky Resort’s world-class skiing.

All information furnished herewith was provided by third parties and while deemed reliable is not guaranteed.  Independent investigation before purchase is recommended.
Price and availability subject to change without notice. The Fairways is represented by Licensed real estate sales professionals, Jamie Roberts and Kate Scott

A MODERN TAKE ON A CLASSIC VIEW

CURRENTLY UNDER CONSTRUCTION

Unit A is currently under contract.
Unit B is being offered at $950k

 

 
Todd Pieroni ~ Broker / Owner  

Cell: 406.581.8344  
Office: 406.586.5868        

235 Snowy Mountain Circle Suite 6-2B 
Big Sky, MT 59716      

 

www.BigSkyRealEstateGuide.com 
♦ 

www.RanchandResortGroup.com 
 

MLS # 207578 

Located in beautiful Spanish Peaks Mountain 
Club, this very large 6+ acre Ranch lot has it all! 
From meadows to mature trees with moderate              
topography, views of Gallatin mountain range,     
privacy and seclusion, and incredible nearby open 
space. Quick access to town center with a very 
buildable home site. Membership upon   approval.  

Ranch Lot 86  $399,000 

MLS # 202292      $512,000 

Alpenglow Condo  

~ Under Contract ~ 

MLS # 202300        $450,000 

Big Horn Condo #39 

MLS # 208168         $207,500 

Hill Condo #1346 

MLS # 199878       $128,000 

Lot 26a South Fork 2 

MLS # 187677         $1,200,000 

TBD Two Rivers Road 

MLS # 206892        $148,000 

Lot 24 South Fork 6 

MLS # 206891        $177,000 

Lot 23 South Fork 7 



Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered trademark licensed to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC. Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated.

BIG SKY: 406.995.2211  |  BIGSKYSIR.COM

Big Sky Sotheby’s International Realty artfully unites extraordinary properties with 

extraordinary lives — and here under the Big Sky, we experience “extraordinary” every day

682sf  |  Studio  |  1BA
$185,000  |  MLS:209930

Stillwater Ski Condo

Amazing View Homesites | Priced from 
$349,000  |  MLS:207417, 207418

Summit View Homesites

Lots From 0.8-2+/- Acres | Priced from 
$199,000 | MLS:202249, 209939, 209906

Cascade Homesites

4,800sf  |  4 BR | HWY 191 Frontage
 $999,000 | MLS:207547

B&B/Commercial Opportunity

2,314sf  |  2BR  |  3BA
$590,000  |  MLS:209870

Spanish Peaks Club Condo  
in the Meadow

2,560sf |  3BR  |  4BA
$1,645,000  |  MLS:208752

Alpine Meadows Chalet 72

2,792sf  |  3BR  |  5BA
$2,150,000  |  MLS:205999

Ski-in/Out Moonlight Penthouse

6,191sf |  6BR  |  5BA  |  1.12Ac
$2,425,000  |  MLS:209635

Summit View Home

6,300sf |  6BR  |  4BA  |  6.04Ac
$2,499,000  |  Newmoosecreek.com

New Moose Creek Contemporary



G U I D EFeatured listings & local expert knowledge

DROP IN, SKI OUT. Five and six bedroom luxury ski chalets located on the groomed ski runs of 
the Big Sky Resort. Read more on page 3. RENDERING BY BECHTLE ARCHITECTS

2016 WINTER
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Book your space in the 2016 Real Estate Guides!

2016 PRINT DATES
 Contact Ersin Ozer 

ersin@outlaw.partners

406.995.2055 / 406.451.4073

June 24 : July 4 holiday and Big Sky PBR event

December 9: Start of ski season, Christmas and New Years holidays

EBS interviewed five locals – two realtors, a 
banker, and a builder – for beta on the area’s 
real estate market. 

Here’s their take on the future of the Big Sky 
market, and how buyers and sellers can use that 
information to their advantage.  Their responses 
have been edited for clarity and length.

Shawna Winter is the managing broker of the 
dedicated sales team for Lone Mountain Land 
Company.

Stacy Osorrio is a broker with Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices.

Joe Miller is branch president of First Security 
Bank.

John Seelye is president of Big Sky Build.

Global and national economic conditions 
indicate that we’re headed for a market 
correction. How do you think Big Sky’s real 
estate market will be impacted?

Shawna Winter: I feel that so long as we 
have good product that is priced accurately 
and strategically to the market, we should 
be OK. I think our location and phenomenal 
properties will work in our favor, even if we 
have to pull back a little bit with some of our 
development plans.

I branched off and started my own real estate 
company when the market was at its worst in 
2009 and 2010, and I was able to sell a lot of 
my properties so long as I was strategic with 
my pricing.

Stacy Ossorio: Big Sky is an unusual real 
estate market because it’s primarily a second-
home vacation market. I think our sales will be 
OK because our market draws buyers from a 
variety of marketplaces, not just Wall Street.

Joe Miller: If we do have a correction – 
which is still possible, depending on what 
news you’re looking at – that means our 
clients’ disposable income drops, which 
would mean a slowdown in Big Sky.

The wildcard is that with the high school, the 
hospital and new businesses opening, we have a 
greater need for more people in Big Sky. We still 
haven’t seen an increase in inventory for people 
to buy or rent, so I think the housing shortage 
could reduce some of the aggressiveness of the 
recession we saw in 2008.

John Seelye: I think that’s what could slow 
down the exponential growth we’ve seen 
since 2010, but I do think people will still see 
the value of investing in the Big Sky market. 
After the last recession … people are putting 
more of an emphasis on quality of life, which 
Big Sky promotes.

According to local developers, as many as 
3,000 new units will be built in Big Sky in 
the near future. What do you think the area 
will look like in 10–20 years?

S.W.: I hope we approach development as 
thoughtfully and creatively as possible so it 
happens harmoniously with nature.

S.O: I think right now developers are trying 
to lead the market with their version of 
market demand ... If demand for 3,000 units 
isn’t there, the market will do what it always 
does and it will make an adjustment. 

If there’s a variety of housing, this will be 
a thriving community. If developers choose 
to build only high-end housing, then we 
will have a part-time community. What 
we really need is developers to provide 
housing for people who are going to create 
neighborhoods, people who are going to live 
here fulltime.

J.M.: As more people come to Big Sky and 
invest in vacation homes, the inventory will 
dry up and prices will rise. I suppose that will 
make it harder for working families to live in 
Big Sky.

I think it will be a great vacation community, 
but I don’t know how we will avoid Jackson 
Hole, Wyoming’s situation, where there 
aren’t many opportunities for the average, 
everyday person. One positive aspect of the 
last downturn is that a lot of local families 
were able to purchase homes in Big Sky. If 
the market continues to rise, they could start 
looking at alternatives outside of Big Sky.

J.S.: Hopefully it’s white in the winter and 
green in the summer. Big Sky has been found 
and it’s going to grow. There will be growing 
pains, but I think in the end Big Sky will 
benefit from what’s going to happen in the 
next 10-20 years. As a fulltime, year-round 
resident and business owner here, I think we 
have a hell of a lot to look forward to. 

Right now, Big Sky is in an interesting 
situation: inventory and interest rates 
are low, land value and building costs are 
high, there’s a large amount of planned 
development, and the economic market is 
weakening. How do you see those elements 
playing out here?

S.W.: I think there’s no time like the present 
if you are interested in getting involved. As 
long as developers can be smart about the 
product and the pricing, I think the rest will 
take care of itself.

J.M.: None of us really knows, although 
it could impact the number of people 
commuting from elsewhere and the amount 
of rental properties available. Last time 
we had a downturn, the reduction in the 
construction workforce opened up rental 
properties. Maybe that will make it a little 
easier for some people to live in Big Sky.

What’s your advice to buyers and sellers?

S.W.: If you’re interested in getting involved 
in Big Sky, now’s the time. Sellers should 
make sure that their properties are priced and 
positioned to sell within a very reasonable 
timeframe.

S.O.: This is the time to buy for people who 
have been waiting to purchase a property 
in Big Sky, especially in the $400,000 to 
$700,000 range. That’s always been a very 
viable market in Big Sky and that buyer 
should jump in. Sellers should be careful 
that they don’t overprice their property – 
they could miss their opportunity to sell in a 
timely fashion.

J.M.: Sit down with a banker or a financial 
planner and go through the numbers. If you 
find a property that you’re happy with and 
you’re not stretched too thin financially, go 
ahead and buy it. For sellers, it sure seems 
like a great time to sell. The single-family 
residence market has come close to full 
recovery if it hasn’t already, and the condo 
market is not far behind.

Big Sky real estate roundtable
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i n n o v a t i v e

www.haasbuilders.com   406.995.4552    big sky, mt

Located in the Big Sky Town Center, Essentia places you right in the middle of the modern mountain lifestyle you are looking for.
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L&K Real Estate
Big Sky Market Report
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The Big Sky real estate market remains healthy according to 2015 
statistics. Residential sales volume is down 18 percent from 2014, 
but these numbers indicate a more balanced inventory. The median 
residential sold price of $475,000 increased 5 percent from 2014 to 2015 
showing steady, moderate growth.  

Data over several years shows an upward trend since the bottom of 
the market in 2009. Comparing 2009 to 2015, total sales volume was 

195 percent greater while median home prices were 35 percent greater. 
While that certainly indicates a healthy recovery, median residence price 
remains 31 percent below the previous height of $687,500 in 2007.  

Land trends have taken a different path, where total sales volume has 
increased by 240 percent comparing 2009 to 2015, but the median price 
has actually decreased by 36 percent. This is more of an indication of the 
types of lots being purchased rather than signaling lower prices. 

One of the strongest reasons for the median price decrease is driven by the 

lack of inventory in the lower priced residential market. Subdivision lots 

priced under $250,000 made up 44 percent of the land sales in 2015, while 

only 16 percent of the lots sold in 2009 were priced under $250,000.  

A look at the current inventory and 2015 residential sales in 

different market sectors helps tell the bigger story. Residences 

listed under $500,000 had a high absorption rate; listings between 

$500,000 and $1 million have relatively proportional inventory and 

sales, and the market over $1 million currently has more inventory than 

sales in 2015. 

Although there is a lower absorption rate in the $1 million-plus sector, 

this portion of the market is actually very strong. There were more 

sales over $1 million in 2015 (47) than in 2007 (43), a year with higher 

average home price because the inventory was low.  

The Big Sky real estate market is complicated despite the small area it 
encompasses. The new development plans emerging from the private clubs 
have created new complexities, while new services and businesses coming 
into the area have fostered an environment that is rich with opportunities.  

Big Sky has seen a large increase in sales and prices since 2009, but there 
are pockets within the region that have not yet realized the same margins 
and are now set to do so. There also continues to be a shortage of housing 
for full-time residents – approximately 1,200 units – indicating that the 
lower priced segment of the market will remain strong. 

Confidence in the market has grown throughout the region recently, 
with more clarity in the development direction of the private clubs and 
the introduction of more amenities and services, creating a stronger com-
munity to which full-time and part-time residents are attracted. 

If you are considering buying or selling property in southwest Montana, 
we would love the opportunity to work with you.  

Visit lkrealestate.com to sign up for our newsletter and stay informed on 
market trends or call (406) 995-2404.

What does this mean for you?

All information given is considered reliable, but because it has been supplied by third parties, we cannot represent that it is accurate or complete, and should not be relied upon as such. These 
offerings are subject to errors, omissions, and changes including price or withdrawal without notice.  All rights reserved. Equal Housing Opportunity.  If you currently have a listing agreement 
or buyer broker agreement with another agent, this is not a solicitation to change. ©2016 LK REAL ESTATE, llc.  lkrealestate.com



AROUND YOUR 
 CONVENIENCE
ONE-TIME CLOSE  
CONSTRUCTION-TO-PERMANENT FINANCING

There’s a lot to juggle when building or renovating 
a home. That’s why we make the entire financing 
process easy every step of the way.1 

• Interest-only payments2 during 
construction, a fully amortizing loan 
after construction is completed

• 5/1, 7/1 and 10/1 ARMs from 
$250K into the millions 

• Financing new construction, tear down and 
rebuild or existing home renovation3

• Rate locks up to 360 days4

1. For EverBank Preferred PortfolioSM loans only. Loan minimum of $250,000 for new construction. For renovation loans, loan must have a minimum of $250,000 
in improvements. Contractor and project review and approval required. Available only in AZ, CA, CO, CT, FL, MA, MD, MT, NJ, and VA. Other restrictions and 
limitations may apply. Contact us for more information about this product.

2. During the Construction Phase, we will disburse the total loan proceeds by making several advances; monthly interest only payments will be made on the 
amount disbursed. During the Permanent Phase, the monthly payment will increase because both interest and principal will need to be paid back. Contact us 
for more details on this product, including the interest-only feature.

3. Not available on all property types.

4. The rate lock programs may not be available for all loan types or for all transactions. The longer the rate lock period the higher the interest rate. Please 
contact us for more details regarding terms and conditions.

Subject to credit and property approval. Rates, program terms, and conditions are subject to change without notice. Not all products are available in all states 
and for all loan amounts. Other restrictions and limitations may apply. The actual terms of the loan will depend upon the specific characteristics of the loan 
transaction, the applicant’s credit history, and other financial circumstances that may apply.

© 2015 EverBank. All rights reserved.  
15ERM0272. EverBank NMLS ID: 399805.

Contact me to learn more

Call 800.255.2777

CONTACT ME TO LEARN MORE
Jim Wentzel
Senior Mortgage Loan Officer
970.379.1611 M
800.255.2777 O
james.wentzel@everbank.com
everbank.com/jwentzel
NMLS ID: 91413

WE DESIGNED OUR CONSTRUCTION LOAN
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Teton Heritage Builders
Custom Rocky Mountain homes

Building a home in the Northern Rockies can 
be a big undertaking. First, you need to decide 
where to build, and there are many great 
places to choose from. The choices continue 
when you select an architect, style of home 
and, possibly, an interior designer. 

But one of the most critical decisions – if not 
the most critical – is the builder you choose. 
If you hope to build a home in Big Sky or 
Jackson, Wyo., then the choice is simple: 
Teton Heritage Builders.

Passionate about creating collaboration with 
their custom home clients, Teton Heritage 
Builders delivers the highest quality of 
handcrafted homes using all elements of the 
Rocky Mountain palette, including timber, 
log, stone, and, most recently, glass. 

The partnership between client, architect 
and builder is critical to any successful 
construction project. Teton Heritage Builders 
works closely with its clients to make sure 
their visions and budget align with the design 
of the home. This is achieved by using a 
comprehensive estimating program specifically 
designed for homes in the resort market. 

At the end of the day, their focus is to deliver a home that meets and 
exceeds expectations with no surprises for the client.

Teton Heritage Builders is celebrating 20 years in business in the Rockies 
this year, which is a testament to the stability and hard work of everyone 
involved in the company. 

When Peter Lee founded the company in 1996 in Jackson Hole, he 
envisioned a company that would grow with its most valuable assets 
remaining onboard for a long time. That’s why today eight employee/
owner partners are involved in the company, with more soon to follow. 

With partners invested in the projects that Teton Heritage builds day in 
and day out, clients know their best interests are being held to the highest 
standard.

Teton Heritage not only focuses on the finish of the homes being at the 
highest level of quality, but the homes are also built to perform. Foam 

insulation is used on every project to make sure that every home meets or 
exceeds energy standards.

A home can be a gorgeous masterpiece, but if it doesn’t perform at the 
level required for the environment it’s built in, it will not stand the test 
of time. That’s why Teton Heritage refers to their homes as “legacy” and 
“heirloom” homes. They are being built to last for generations, if that is 
something a client desires.  

There are many ways the home building process can be described, but 
Teton Heritage likes to hear from its clients that the process was “fun.” 
They enjoy going to work every day and working with clients to build 
their dream homes. 

If you or someone you know is in the market for a custom home builder, 
call Teton Heritage Builders today.

Teton Heritage Builders is located at 76225 Gallatin Road in Gallatin 
Gateway and at 160 West Deloney Avenue in Jackson, Wyo. Visit 
tetonheritagebuilders.com or call (406) 522-0808 for more information.

This rustic home features fantastic stone features and exquisite log details. PHOTO BY KARL NEUMANN

Elk Ridge Lodge is a traditional reclaimed timber frame home in the Club at Spanish Peaks. PHOTO BY ROGER WADE

This home is the epitome of Mountain Modern style with huge glass window walls and low sloped roof details. 
PHOTO BY ROGER WADE

PHOTO BY ROGER WADE



Settlement Cabin #18
A well maintained and exquisitely 
decorated, fully furnished 5 
bedroom, 6.5 bath Settlement 
Cabin. A Golf or Ski/Social 
Membership is available with this 
home.

Offered for $2,350,000

363 Low Dog
The ideal ski-in/ski-out mountain 
home.  This home has 4 bedrooms 
and 5 full baths plus a large family/
TV room on the lower level with a 
separate kitchen.

Offered for $3,095,000

584 Autumn Trail
 This spacious 3 level custom home 
located in the charming Aspen 
Groves sub-division boasts superb 
high end finishes.

Offered for $1,378,000

Yellowstone Preserve
1,580 acre collection of 8  mountain 
ranches being sold in its entirety.  
This  rare property borders national 
forest, the Yellowstone Club, and 
Gallatin Preserve.

Offered for $39,900,000

180 Thomas Moran
4BD/5BA residence with over 
5,000 sq. ft. of living space.  A 
custom log home in a private setting 
just a short drive to the amenities 
offered at Spanish Peaks Mountain 
Club. 

Offered for $2,350,000

10 Indian Summer
An elegant and well maintained, 
ski-in/ski-out 3 bedroom + loft/4.5 
bath home that offers some of the 
best views in Moonlight Basin. 

Offered for $1,699,000

1135 Buck Ridge
Secluded fully furnished log home 
w/ guest cabin nestled in the woods 
on just under 20 acres of the Buck 
Ridge Ranch Subdivision.  

Offered for $1,100,000

Anceney Ranch
One of the finest sporting properties 
ever available in Montana, The 
Anceney Ranch sits on 83 prime 
acres. Main house, guest cabin and 
a caretakers’ home with a four stall 
horse barn. 

Offered for $6,900,000  

217 Mountain Valley 
Trail

This elegant 4BD/4.5B, custom 
built post and beam rustic home 
adjacent to open space and golf 
course at Spanish Peaks Mountain 
Club.

Offered for $3,150,000

Saddle Ridge I-2
Being sold fully furnished, this 
attractive and well maintained 3 
bedroom/2.5 bath townhome also 
has a hot tub off the lower level deck 
and BBQ on the upper level deck.  

Offered for $550,000

1895 Little Coyote
A spacious and well maintained 4 
bedroom/5 bath home conveniently 
located in Big Sky’s Meadow Village.
Great rental history.

Offered for $699,000

Gallatin Preserve 
In the heart of Big Sky, Montana 
the Gallatin Preserve offers a rare 
opportunity to own a 160 acre ranch 
in the middle of one of the fastest 
growing resorts in the country.

From $3,500,000

307 Wildridge Fork
Fully furnished and exquisitely 
decorated 6 bedroom, 6.5 bath 
home. Offers open living room 
layout, large chef ’s kitchen and 
elegantly master bedroom.

 Offered for $3,950,000

39 Swift Bear
This exceptional ski in/ski out 
mountain home sits on 1.572 
acres with a year round stream and 
adjacent to open space.  It boasts 
stunning and inspiring views of 
Lone Peak.

 Offered for $3,582,000

Park Condo 292
Updated and well maintained unit 
located all on one level.  Big Sky’s 
public golf course is right in your 
backyard.  Convenient to shopping 
and dining.

Offered for $375,000

Rocking S7
An exceptional 50 acre parcel 
situated 25 minutes from Bozeman 
along the western side of the 
Bridger Mountains, adjoining large 
ranches and the closely held Dry 
Creek drainage.

Offered for $1,375,000

406.995 .6333 

L o cated in the Big Sky Town Center 

adjacent to Grizzly Ou tfitters

These are only a sample of  our many listings.  

a  full  mls is  avail able at 

BigSkyR ealE state .com

Spanish Peaks Mountain Club Mountain Properties Meadow/Canyon Properties Luxury Land

This information is subject to errors, omissions, prior sale, change, withdrawal and approval of purchase by owner. All information from sources deemed reliable, but not guaranteed by Montana Living - Big Sky Real Estate, independent investigation is recommended. For 
properties being purchased at Spanish Peaks Mountain Club approval for membership is required prior to closing. If you are currently working with another real estate agent, this is not intended as a solicitation.  Montana Living is a registered trademark of Newwest LLC.  
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This information is subject to errors, omissions, prior sale, change, withdrawal and approval of purchase by owner. All information from sources deemed reliable, but not guaranteed by Montana Living - Big Sky Real Estate, independent investigation is recommended. For 
properties being purchased at Spanish Peaks Mountain Club approval for membership is required prior to closing. If you are currently working with another real estate agent, this is not intended as a solicitation.  Montana Living is a registered trademark of Newwest LLC.  
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Big Sky Sotheby’s International Realty
Mountain Lake profiles: The perfect fit

Name: ​Jim and Teresa McMahon

Primary Residence: ​Pittsburgh, Penn.

Second Home: ​Mountain Lake Condominium, Big Sky

Hobbies: ​Skiing, mountain biking, hiking, reading, spending 
time with grandchildren

Jim and Teresa McMahon live in a Pittsburgh suburb, where he 
works as a literary agent and she is a marketing consultant. They 
have two grown children – as well as four grandkids. 

After visiting Big Sky for years, the McMahons finally settled on a 
Mountain Lake unit that’s due to be completed by summer 2017.

Big Sky Sotheby’s International Realty: What brought you 
to Big Sky initially?

Jim:​ We have friends who have been coming to Big Sky for years, 
and … we finally joined them on a ski vacation when our kids were 
in college, and we all fell in love. Initially, we were struck by the 
beauty – I‘ll never forget when I first laid eyes on Lone Peak. But 
then it was the small-town feeling and the skiing: no lift lines, 
wide-open slopes, exciting terrain, and incredible views. We’ve 
come back every winter since, and finally decided to buy.

BSSIR: How did you decide on Mountain Lake?

Teresa:​ We’d been looking for a few years at everything from 
private homes to ski-in/ski-out condos. We drove by the 
Mountain Lake development and decided to inquire about it. 
After a tour, a look at the plans for the new units, and a look at 
existing units, it just felt right.

Jim: ​And it was the right price. We were nervous about buying 
a second home, but this is affordable, it’s brand new, and it’s so 
well located. 

BSSIR: What made it stand out from the others?

Teresa:​ They all have amazing views of the lake and Lone Peak. 
We were able to choose contemporary finishes, and that’s what 
we were really looking for. There’s a workout room, plenty of 
room for our kids and grandkids, it’s near dining and shopping, 
and even though it’s a condo, there’s a real sense of privacy.

Jim:​ And it’s so close to the ski hill – a shuttle takes you right to 
the base. There’s a pool and hot tub for when the grandkids visit, 
and hiking and biking is right out our front door. 

BSSIR: What are you looking forward to most?

Jim: ​We know we like winter in Big Sky, and we can’t wait to 
spend time here in the summer. We’re looking forward to hikes 
and bike rides, visits to Yellowstone, outdoor summer concerts, 
time around the pool and fishing on the lake with the grandkids. 
It’s a world away from our lives in Pittsburgh, with busy work 
and social schedules.

Teresa:​ We always look forward to our next visit, and soon we 
can call it home.

Big Sky Sotheby’s International Realty is the listing agency for the 
Mountain Lake Condominiums with pricing starting at $825,000. Visit 
mountainlakemt.com or call (406) 995-2211 for more information.

Extraordinary alpine lake and mountain views. Mountain Lake is your new basecamp for year round adventures. PHOTOS 
COURTESY OF BIG SKY SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Relaxed feeling in a picturesque setting, nestled into the hillside, here lies a sense of community along with a touch of retreat 
that blends nature and style. Located in the heart of Big Sky’s Mountain Village, minutes to the Town Center.

One of two unit styles offered that take a fresh approach to mountain rustic with a focus on a clean lines, organic accents and 
modern amenities.



A real estate company is like a home.
The great ones have a strong foundation.

If you are looking for the ultimate ski getaway or unique 
mountain home, our team of skilled professionals and their 
intimate understanding of the market will help you find the 
perfect property.

Montana’s #1 Real Estate Company with 13 offices to serve 
you around Western Montana.

Let our family help yours.

bhhsmt.com
A member of the franchise system BHHS Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

1214 Silverado Trail, Lot 61 Spanish Peaks North
$2,600,000 | #202031
Spectacular home with 5 bd and 4 ba with the most fantastic details and flow. 
The home sits on 4.7± acres wooded acres with expansive views of the Spanish 
Peaks and Lone Mountain, superior attention to detail with hand carved 
mantels, handsome wood floors, 6 fireplaces, beautiful fir beams re-purposed 
from a navel shipyard, china closet, sun-room, multiple decks, landscaped patio 
and terrace with built in barbecue, 3 car heated garage with lots of storage area. 
The gourmet kitchen is designed for entertaining and is adjacent to a beautiful 
dining room with access to a massive covered porch. The lower level has a 
wine room, exercise room, and billiards area along plenty of room for family 
gathering. Designer furnishings throughout convey. From the great room to 
the game room this home boasts some of the finest detail and craftsmanship 
available. Close proximity to Spanish Peaks Mountain Club and Yellowstone 
Club. Virtual tour online.



For All Your Construction Needs



Offices in Bozeman, Big S ky, Livingston & Ennis

ERA L 
B I G  S K Y

E R A L a n d m a r k . c o m

Kirk Dige
Broker

406-580-5475

Mitch Immenschuh
GRI, Broker

406-580-9392

Ron Tabaczka
Sales Associate
406-570-8105

Daniel Delzer
Broker

406-580-4326

Maggie Biggerstaff
CRS, GRI, RSPS, Broker

406-580-6244

Ron Seher
Sales Associate
406-580-3363

Katie Haley Grimm
CRS, RSPS, CIPS, Broker

406-580-3444

ERA Landmark Big Sky  |  406-995-3444  |  Meadow Village Center & Arrowhead Mall, Big Sky, MT 59716
Robyn Erlenbush CRB Broker Owner Each office independently owned and operated.

Arrowhead Condo 3 Br/4 baths, ,1848 SF
$725,000 #210633Lone Moose Meadows 4 Br/3 baths, 2,545 SF

$1,150,000 #209080

Photo by Peak Photography, Big Sky

Summit Penthouse 3 Br/4 baths, 2,211 SF
$1,500,000 #203369

Audrey Williams
Sales Associate
406-813-1570
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Nestled conveniently in 
Bozeman, The Knolls at 
Hillcrest may be a perfect 
solution for baby boomers 
embarking on a quest to “right-
size” their lifestyle – if their 
current living space is no longer 
optimal after the kids are grown 
and gone. The Knolls offers 
many upscale features and 
finishes, along with forward-
thinking amenities to make life 
easier. 

What makes The Knolls special 
is that its planners, architects 
and designers have created 
attractive home designs that 
are flexible and fun to live in. 
Universal design concepts, 
strategic functionality and 
design flexibility are built into 
each floor plan. Owners may 
customize each of the 15 floor 
plans to create their own unique 
space that fits their lifestyle or 
encore career. 

Key features in each home 
include: spacious great 
rooms that provide creative 
options for intimate seating 
arrangements, generous dining 
and entertainment space, open 
access to the kitchen, and private 
courtyards that extend the 
indoor/outdoor living options. 
Building sites are engineered 
for no-step accessible entries, 
enabling individuals to enter the 
home and access its main rooms 
without navigating stairs. 

Other accessibility features 
include spacious walk-in 
showers; creative, accessible 
toilet rooms; and natural lighting 
on all four sides of the home. 
Many have offices, studios, and 
“flex” spaces. Wide entryways and hallway areas 
create spacious living areas for comfort, allowing 
homeowners to reside in their house for decades 
to come. The overall architectural concept has 

built-in flexibility for interior design styles as well. 
Any floor plan can easily accommodate a range of 
design choices from traditional, rustic, country, 
contemporary, or an eclectic style depending on an 
individual’s interior finish selections. 

The living space in the homes at The Knolls 
complements and supports a healthy, vibrant 
lifestyle in an aesthetically pleasing home design. 
The Knolls is a maintenance-free community 
with lock and leave services for active travelers. 
Bozeman consistently receives national accolades 
for being one of the best places to live and retire. 
Trail connections lead from front doors to the “Main 
Street to the Mountains” trail system. 

With intellectual and cultural opportunities within 
walking distance of downtown Bozeman and 
Montana State University, The Knolls is uniquely 
situated to support an active lifestyle. 

ERA Landmark Real Estate offers these homes for 
sale. Contact sales associates Mark Meissner and 
Doug East at theknollsathillcrest.com and on Facebook 
at facebook.com/TheKnollsAtHillcrest. 

The Knolls at Hillcrest
A 55-plus, active adult lifestyle community

The Bergamot offers 2,010 square feet of living space with two bedrooms, two baths and an office. Building sites are engineered with no-step accessible entries, enabling individuals to 
enter the home and access main rooms without navigating stairs. PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE KNOLLS AT HILLCREST

Any floor plan can easily accommodate a range of design choices from traditional, rustic, country, 
contemporary, or an eclectic style depending on an individual’s interior finish selections. Every building 
style features natural light on all four sides of the home.

Key features offered in each home include generous dining and entertainment space with open access to the kitchen, 
resulting in a relaxing and functional place to live and play.

The Knolls at Hillcrest – including the Avens and Elderberry models, pictured here – offers maintenance-free living 
with lock and leave services for active travelers.  
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