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-Robert Frost

“In three words I can sum up everything I’ve learned about life: it goes on.”

Business follow-up: 
Beehive Basin Brewery

PBR bucks up for 
summer 2016 return

WHAT IS THIS PUBLICATION?

Explore Big Sky is the local newspaper for Big Sky, Montana, and 
a news and lifestyle journal for the Greater Yellowstone Region. 

Explore Big Sky is a voice for Big Sky, keeping relevant topics 
at the forefront; while educating, engaging, and exploring 
Southwest Montana.

media@theoutlawpartners.com  |   406.995.2055   |   explorebigsky.com
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EVERY 2 WEEKS
Our 2 week shelf-life allows for extensive 
exposure for our advertisers.

Annual Readership
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Readership per issue

Mailed to subscribers in all 
50 states; including primary 
addresses of second home 
owners in Big Sky, MT

WHAT:
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Todd Wilkinson’s 
‘The New West’

A second 
‘Journey Through 
Yellowstone’

ON THE COVER:
Standing on the relatively warm, geothermally heated ground, this bison was among many coping with one of Yellowstone’s typical February mornings. By 
holding very still or moving slowly in the cold, bison conserve energy, which also allows frost to accumulate on their bodies. PHOTO BY TOM MURPHY



39 Swift Bear
Offered for $3,582,000

39 Swift Bear Road is a stunning, one of a kind 5 bed 6 bath custom Durfeld log home in the Cascade Subdivision 
of Big Sky’s Mountain Village!  This exceptional ski in/ski out mountain home sits on 1.572 acres with a year round 
stream and is adjacent to open space.  Main house contains 3 bedrooms and 3.5 baths.  In addition there is a 1,500 
square foot guest apartment with 2 bedrooms 2 baths plus a loft.  Also has Tulikivi Finnish soap stone fireplace, 
gourmet chef ’s kitchen, custom designed furnishings, outdoor hot tub and a beautifully landscaped yard!

180 Thomas Moran Drive - Big EZ Estates
Offered for $2,350,000

A custom built 4 bedroom/5 bath residence with over 5,000 square feet that encompasses the best that Big Sky has 
to offer.  A handsome home located in a natural private setting that is still just a short drive to all the amenities 
offered at Spanish Peaks Mountain Club. (ski/social membership is available with this property).  A luxurious 
Montana home that sits on 19 pristine acres located in the Big EZ Estates offering expansive mountain views that 
go on for miles.

Martha has been in real estate in Big Sky, Montana for approximately 20 years and she’s been a 
full time resident since 1988!  She’s an entrepreneurial spirit and is  Founder, Broker and Owner 
of Montana Living ~ Big Sky Real Estate – the top luxury boutique real estate firm in Big Sky, 
Montana.  Her experience includes brokering the sales, marketing and launch of resort, residential, 
commercial and ranch sporting properties .  Call Martha now and utilize her grass roots knowledge 
of Big Sky for purchasing or selling your real estate.

M artha Johnson   O w ner  |  Broker

Martha@BigSkyRealEstate. com |  406.580.5891

Elkridge 33
Offered for $6,400,000

862 Elk Meadow Trail, an elegant 6 bed, 9bath Spanish Peaks Mountain Club ski in/out country manor perfect 
for entertaining! Spectacular mountain views will be appreciated from every room of this majestic home.  This 
residence is approximately 9,000 square feet and has 6 en suite bedrooms allowing comfort for both family and 
guests. Home theater, cigar room, chef ’s kitchen, private office with hidden door to master bedroom, 3 laundry 
rooms, large outdoor hot tub, and a recirculating creek that circles the home are just some of the features of this 
one of a kind property!  Club membership required.

M artha Johnson  

O w ner  |  Broker

Martha@BigSkyRealEstate. com |  406.580.5891

Yellowstone Preserve
Offered for $39,900,000

Yellowstone Preserve is a collection of 9 homesites totalling 1580 acres with 2.5 miles of adjacent boundary with 
Yellowstone Club, 1.2 miles of the Southfork of the Gallatin River and over a mile of adjacent border with National 
Forest - all accessed off the private YC road.   Recreate on your own property with private access into Gallatin 
National Forest. You can build an executive retreat or family compound and put the remaining densities into a 
conservation easement or sell each parcel individually - own it privately or pull together a consortium of your 
friends.

Anceney Ranch
Offered for $6,900,000

An original homestead in Big Sky and one of the finest sporting properties available in Montana, Anceney Ranch 
sits on 83 prime acres of forest, springs and meadows. With almost a mile of the legendary Gallatin River frontage 
and multiple spring-fed trout ponds, this is the ideal place for the fishing enthusiast.  The land is surrounded on 
three sides by the Gallatin National Forest. Anceney Ranch has 7 total bedrooms and 6 total baths with a main 
house, guest cabin and a caretakers’ home along with a horse barn. There aren’t enough adjectives to describe how 
incredible this property is!

This information is subject to errors, omissions, prior sale, change, withdrawal and approval of purchase by owner. All information from sources deemed reliable, but not guaranteed by Montana Living - Big Sky Real Estate, independent investigation is recommended. For 
properties being purchased at Spanish Peaks Mountain Club approval for membership is required prior to closing. If you are currently working with another real estate agent, this is not intended as a solicitation.  Montana Living is a registered trademark of Newwest LLC.  

307 Wildridge Fork
Offered for $3,950,000

A fully furnished 6 BR, 6.5 BA home that will absolutely blow you away!   With a prime location in Spanish Peaks 
Mountain Club, one can revel in 6,550 square feet of exquisitely decorated space that offers an open living room 
with gas fireplace and a dining area where you will enjoy spending leisure time with family and friends. A large 
chef ’s kitchen with dual dishwashers will make meal preparation and party hosting a joy.
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GARDINER (AP) – Bison wandering outside the 
northern boundary of Yellowstone National Park 
can now be captured at the Stephens Creek facility.

The Interagency Bison Management Plan called for 
the facility to open Feb. 15.

The management plan calls for removing 600 to 
900 bison that migrate out of the park’s northern 
boundary this winter to reduce population growth 
and the potential for a larger migration in coming 
years.

Hunters have killed more than 300 bison outside 
the park this winter, and tribal hunting is expected 
to continue, but likely wouldn’t reach the 
management goal.

Additional animals will be captured and transferred 
to tribal groups for slaughter and distribution of 
meat and other parts to their members.

Bison capture operations 
begin at Stephens Creek

BIG SKY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

BIG SKY – The Big Sky Chamber of Commerce 
on Feb. 16 announced Big Sky local Margo 
Magnant as its new membership director. 

In this new role, Magnant will further develop 
relationships with new and existing members 
and grow the local, state, regional and national 
membership base of the Big Sky Chamber.

After graduating in 2008 from Georgetown 
University in Washington, D.C., with a degree 
in government and a minor in English, Margo 
returned to Montana where she most recently 
worked as the wedding and conference manager 
at Big Sky Resort.
 
“[We’re] thrilled that Margo is joining the 
team,” said Kitty Clemens, the executive 
director of the Big Sky Chamber. “Her in-depth 
knowledge of Big Sky, along with her previous 
sales and marketing experience, will make her 
an invaluable asset to both the Chamber and its 
members.”
 
As Membership Director, Margo will be 
directly responsible for Chamber memberships, 
sponsorships, advertising, and events. She is 
keen to meet both current and future members 
and learn more about their wants and needs so 
that the Big Sky Chamber can continue to help 
businesses be successful.

Big Sky Chamber hires new 
membership director

EBS STAFF

On Feb. 16, the Lone Peak High School Interact 
Club mailed 24 care packages to Montana 
National Guard soldiers stationed in Kuwait. 

Company Bravo, 640th Aviation Support Battalion 
is a Helena-based Montana National Guard unit 
that provides Blackhawk helicopter maintenance 
for the 29th Combat Aviation Brigade. 

Big Sky Rotary founded the Interact Club last 
March for kids ages 12-18. Nearly 30 local students 
participate. The club members are required to 
complete both an international and local service 
project each year, and last spring they raised money 
to fund Nepal earthquake-relief efforts. 

The students raised more than $300 at the 
Rotary’s Jan. 22 Gold Auction to buy supplies for 
the soldiers, which included games, puzzle books, 
chap stick, deodorant, soap, pens and pencils, 
batteries, hard candies, and gum. 

“Things that aren’t going to melt in a desert 
climate,” said Dale Palmer, who along with his 
wife Gayle is a liaison between Rotary and the 
Interact Club.

The Big Sky Interact members mailed 
approximately 80 pounds of goods to the 
Montana soldiers who will be stationed in Kuwait 
for another year.

Interact Club sends 
shoeboxes to soldiers EBS STAFF

The Big Sky Fire Department was dispatched to 12 
Beehive Basin Road in Big Sky Feb. 12 at 6:14 a.m. 
for a structure fire discovered by a passing motorist. 

The first arriving units found the home completely 
engulfed with flames reaching more than 50 feet in 
the air.

No one was in the home at the time of the fire, but 
the structure was a total loss and BSFD cleared the 
scene at 4:30 p.m. The house had no smoke alarms, 
according to BSFD Chief Bill Farhat. 

“This was an unfortunate example of where having 
automatic fire sprinkler systems and fire alarm 
systems would have made a huge difference,” said 
Farhat, indicating that the blaze had been burning 
for hours before his crew arrived. 

“A great deal of damage could have been averted 
had the fire department been sent to the address 
during the beginning phase rather than after it was 
an inferno,” he added.

Assisting BSFD on scene were the Yellowstone 
Club Fire Department, the RAE/Sourdough Fire 
Department, the Gallatin County Sheriff’s Office 
and Madison County Emergency Management.

The Montana State Fire Marshal’s Office also as-
sisted in the incident. There is an ongoing investi-
gation into the cause of the fire.

Fire destroys Beehive home

EBS STAFF

Italian cuisine is coming to the Meadow Village in 
Big Sky. 

Michaelangelo’s Ristorante Italiano, named for its 
Zagat-rated chef Michael Annandono, will open 
by mid-March in the newly renovated building 
that housed the Big Sky Furniture store adjacent 
to the post office, according to Michael’s sister 
and business partner Emily Annandono.

The siblings have been planning a Big Sky loca-
tion for approximately two years, and decided to 
use the name of the original restaurant, which is 
this May celebrating its 10-year anniversary in 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

It’s not a chain, according to Emily, but Michael, 
who was named among the Best Chefs of Amer-
ica in 2013, decided to keep the name after Big 
Sky friends asked when he was going to open a 
Michaelangelo’s here.

“My brother started coming out [to Big Sky] five 
years ago,” said Emily, who is also the restaurant’s 
general manager. “It was his dream since he be-
came a chef to open a location in a ski town.”

Michaelangelo’s will serve traditional food from 
northern Italy – a fitting choice since Michael 
trained as a chef in the Piedmont region of the 
country.

“The area is very influenced by French cuisine,” 
Emily said. “[The menu includes] a lot of braised 
meat and creamed sauces.”

Handmade pastas, risotto and a broad wine list 
from Italy, California, Washington and Oregon 
will round out offerings.

Michaelangelo’s Ristorante 
Italiano to open Big Sky locale

EBS STAFF

Madison Conservation 
District, an En-
nis-based organization 
established in response 
to topsoil loss during 
the Dust Bowl, turns 
70 this year.
 
The organization, 
one of 58 conser-
vation districts in 
Montana, is funded 
by Madison County 
and supplemented 
with grants. MCD has 
been working with 
farmers and ranchers 
in the Madison River 
watershed since 1946, 
when awareness of 
unsustainable land-use 
practices exacerbated 
by the drought of the 
early 1930s resulted in 
the establishment of 
local conservation dis-
tricts across the nation.
 
Sunni Heikes-Knap-
ton, MCD’s watershed 
coordinator, said the 
group has placed water 
quality, minimizing 

sediment collection in 
waterways, and direct 
communication as the 
district’s top priorities. 

“We learn more from 
our neighbors when 
we see them trying 
things rather than 
being told what to 
do from someone far 
away,” Heikes-Knap-
ton said. Concerns in 
the Madison water-
shed include range 
health, noxious weeds, 
and water quantity and 
quality. 

MCD is involved with 
several educational 
programs including 
a three-week sum-
mer camp for first 
through sixth graders 
centered on natural 
resources; winter 
landowner work-
shops; and GROWW, 
a k-12 program in 
Ennis schools where 
students learn about 
gardening, resources, 
outdoors, watersheds 
and wildlife.

Madison Conservation District 
celebrates 70 years
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big sky

U L E RY ’S  L A K E S  LOT  7
Located within the gated community of Ulery’s Lakes of 
Moonlight Basin Ranch, this 20 acre home site maximizes 
privacy and views. Drive through majestic Lodge Pole Pines to 
an open meadow offering incredible views of Lone Mountain. 
Enjoy fishing across the street and hiking, snow shoeing and 
cross country skiing in your own back yard. A short drive will 
take you to the Moonlight Lodge, ski hill, golf course and Big 
Sky Ski Resort. MLS #: 200945

S t a r t i n g  a t   $ 3 8 7 , 5 0 0
L i s t i n g  Ag e n t :  Ly n n  M i l l i g a n  |  4 0 6 . 5 8 1 . 2 8 4 8

389 F I R E L I G H T  D R I V E
The perfect Big Sky getaway! This beautiful end unit Firelight 
Chalet features 3 bedrooms with 3 bathrooms and an attached 
single car garage. The original owners have never rented the 
property and it has been used only occasionally during ski 
and summer months. Upgrades include custom interior paint, 
stainless steel appliances and new flooring. Sophisticated, 
smart and enduring furniture is included. MLS #: 210864

O f f e r e d  a t  $ 3 4 9 , 9 0 0
L i s t i n g  Ag e n t :  M i c h a e l  T h o m a s  |  4 0 6 . 5 8 1 . 2 4 0 0

T B D  G A L L AT I N  R O A D
Endless business park possibilities on 25 sprawling acres in 
the beautiful Gallatin Canyon along US 191, the main corridor 
between Gallatin Airport, Big Sky and West Yellowstone. 
Backed by Forest Service and offering Gallatin River views, 
this parcel is just 18 miles north of Big Sky. Capture highway 
exposure as approximately 2,000,000 vehicles a year pass by on 
the way to and from Big Sky Resort and Yellowstone National 
Park. MLS #: 197416

O f f e r e d  a t  $ 1 , 8 7 5 , 0 0 0
L i s t i n g  Ag e n t :  Ly n n  M i l l i g a n  |  4 0 6 . 5 8 1 . 2 8 4 8

755 E AG L E  V I E W  T R A I L
Grandeur and elegance are the defining tones set in this 
artfully designed home situated in the Elk Ridge neighborhood 
of Spanish Peaks Mountain Club. Heavy timber accents 
combine with exquisite masonry and craftsmanship to create 
a residence that is refined, yet comfortable. The master suite 
and the junior master both have fireplaces, as well as outdoor 
patios and decks, and all bedrooms are well-proportioned with 
en-suite baths. Sold fully furnished. MLS #: 205461

O f f e r e d  a t  $ 3 , 0 9 5 , 0 0 0
L i s t i n g  Ag e n t :  A n i a  B u l i s  |  4 0 6 . 5 8 0 . 6 8 5 2

11 C A B I N  H O L LO W
Spectacular views combine with unparalleled ski access to 
make this charming log cabin one of the most sought-after 
properties in Moonlight Basin. The two bedroom ski-in/
ski-out cabin is perfectly poised over Powder River Ski Run, 
overlooking the slopes of Big Sky and Moonlight Basin. During 
the winter months, click on your skis and launch right from the 
deck! MLS #: 210221

O f f e r e d  a t  $ 7 2 9 , 0 0 0
L i s t i n g  Ag e n t :  A n i a  B u l i s  |  4 0 6 . 5 8 0 . 6 8 5 2

3 B L AC K  M O O N  R O A D
This beautiful ski-in/ski-out mountain home is situated on a 

premier lot with amazing views and mature trees providing 

privacy. At 3,161 +/- square feet, the four bedrooms plus bonus 

room, three bathrooms and newly remodeled kitchen provides 

plenty of space for entertaining guests.  MLS#: 210098 

 
 
O f f e r e d  a t  $ 1 , 3 7 5 , 0 0 0
L i s t i n g  Ag e n t :  J a c k i e  M i l l e r  |  4 0 6 . 5 3 9 . 5 0 0 3

2 H I G H P O I N T  D R I V E
This elegant Pinnacle Condominium is nestled near the base 
of Lone Mountain with stunning views and close access to 
both of the base areas of Big Sky Resort and of Moonlight 
Basin via the White Otter and Cascade Lifts. The three level 
home has three full master suites and a bunk room, four and 
one-half baths, a security and entertainment system, gourmet 
kitchen, large deck, hot tub and an attached, heated garage.  
Sold fully furnished, turnkey. MLS #: 207204 

O f f e r e d  a t  $ 1 , 4 9 5 , 0 0 0
L i s t i n g  Ag e n t :  M a r y  W h e e l e r  |  4 0 6 . 5 3 9 . 1 7 4 5

L I T T L E  T H U N D E R  LOT  71 A
For the first time, Cascade Ridge is offering a single family 
home adjacent to the Cascade Ridge Lodge. The 5,987 square 
foot residence offers eight bedrooms and nine bathrooms, a 
main level kitchen, living and dining area that is perfect for 
entertaining, as well as 2 large master sites, and a large ski/
mud room. The lower level boasts a large family room, four 
en-suite bedrooms, a bunk room and a theater/media room.  
MLS #: 210920

O f f e r e d  a t  $ 3 , 4 9 5 , 0 0 0

L i s t i n g  Ag e n t :  S a n d y  R e v i s k y  |  4 0 6 . 5 3 9 . 6 3 1 6

All information contained herein is derived from sources deemed reliable, however, it is not guaranteed by PureWest Inc, Managing Broker, Agents or Sellers. Offering is subject to errors, omissions, prior sales, 
price changes or withdrawals, without notice, and approval of purchase by Seller. We urge independent verification of each and every item submitted, to the satisfaction of any prospective purchaser.

Big Sky , Montana
BigSkyLuxuryRealEstate.com
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Big Sky doesn’t have an affordable housing problem, it has an affordable wage problem. Higher wages will solve the affordable housing problem.

In 1980, I worked for $25 an hour in an oilfield and a new truck cost $7,600. Now I work in construction for $20 an hour and a new truck costs $35,000.  Wages 
aren’t keeping up with the cost of living. Simple.

Lance Hossack
Manhattan, Mont.

Letter: Wages, not housing, are at root of Big Sky’s affordability issue

Zach Ford, Big Sky, Mont
Lift Operator, Yellowstone Club

“As a ski town, I think we need more activities. 
It would be sweet if there was a bowling alley 
or something like that. Something other than 
another bar or restaurant. A bowling alley would 
make a killing.” 

Lance Kelly, Bozeman, Mont.
Guest Services Representative, Big Sky Resort

“There seems to be one of everything … Just 
considering that there are more guys up here than 
females, a barber shop would be a good idea.”

Edson Martin, Kauai, Hawaii and Big Sky, Mont.
Retired Firefighter

“All I can say is that I’m stoked at what’s happening … 
It’s turned into a real community that has everything 
everybody needs. I started coming here 30 years ago and 
I built a house out here 10 years ago. In the last 10 years, 
this place has really blossomed. What else would I like 
to see out here? Honestly, not too much else.”

Earlier this month, a coffee shop opened near 
Town Center, and an Italian restaurant is slated to 
open in March. What other business would you like 
to see in Big Sky?
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FRESHLY ROASTED ON THE 
EDGE OF YELLOWSTONE

Find our coffees throughout Yellowstone National Park 
or visit our roastery at 129 Dunraven Street, West Yellowstone, MT

morningglorycoffee.net | facebook.com/MGCTwest

Coffees, Candies, Specialty Goods, Gifts

FAST. FRESH. 

F A T  .
Th at’s how we Roll.

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT 11-8PM  -  LOCATED IN BIG SKY IN THE WESTFORK PLAZA

 406.995.3099 - WEROLLEMFAT.COM

fresh soups 

made daily

best 
margaritas 
in big sky!

81 Snowy Mountain Circle, Big Sky, MT • (406) 993.2255

@bigskysugarbuzz Big Sky SugarBuzz

Located in Westfork Meadows

News from our publisher, Outlaw Partners

Hiball Energy, the pioneer of organic energy drinks, 
recently released two new flavors - Ruby Red and Blood 
Orange - adding to their fleet of fair trade, organic energy 
drinks, sparkling waters and cold brew coffees. 

“Both the grapefruit and blood orange energy drinks have 
just the right amount of juice flavor without the sickly 
sweet taste of soda that reminds you it’s rotting your teeth 
and shortening your life,” said EBS Senior Editor Tyler 
Allen. “Plus, they give a great kick of energy to shake off 
the lunch coma and get you through the early afternoon 
hours.” 

Since its founding in 2005, Hiball’s mission has been to 
create the healthiest energy drinks, free of synthetic, 
artificial ingredients, sweeteners or colors. And since May 
2015 Outlaw Partners has been dedicated to creatively and 
effectively market the Hiball brand.

Hiball incorporates organic and fair-trade ingredients 
whenever possible, which is better for the farmers who 
cultivate them, more sustainable for the planet and healthier 
for its customers.  – Megan Paulson

Hiball products are available at shop.hiballer.com and ship for 
free. Use coupon code GoodEnergyOP for 20 percent off your 
first order.

Hiball Energy adds new flavors to the fold
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BY AMANDA EGGERT
EBS STAFF WRITER

BIG SKY – Local coffee roasting com-
pany Caliber Coffee opened a coffee 
house on Feb. 1, after owner Opie Jahn 
operated a roasting business on High-
way 191 for the last year and a half.

“It was the next logical step,” Jahn 
said. “There was a huge need for it.”

Business is going “swimmingly,” 
Jahn said about his shop, which is 
open Monday through Saturday at 80 
Snowy Mountain Circle in the Blue 
Grouse Business Center just west of 
Town Center.

For the time being, Jahn and his wife 
Annie Burd are staffing the shop, but 
anticipate hiring another person soon. 

Burd prepares quiches, sandwiches 
and soups, while grilled breakfast 
burritos and breakfast sandwiches on 
English muffins will be listed on the 
menu soon. 

Coffee options include drip, pour-
over, espresso, cold-brew, and a 
concoction Jahn calls “Caliber proof” 
made of drip coffee emulsified with 
one tablespoon of butter and one 
tablespoon of coconut oil. Chai tea, 
hot tea and hot chocolate are available 
for patrons interested in a little less 
caffeine.

An eclectic mix of items are positioned 
throughout the hardwood floor-cov-
ered space: antelope and deer mounts 
that came with the space hang above 
the counter, and the chalkboard menu 
of daily food offerings is positioned 
inside a huge metal vice. 

Seating options include a chairlift and 
a long couch Jahn affectionately calls 
the “purple people eater.” 

Bags of coffee roasted on site are for 
sale. With the exception of decaffein-
ated brews, all of the coffee served at 
Caliber comes from beans heated in  
Jahn’s 12-kilogram roaster.

Caliber opens coffee shop 
in Big Sky 

BIG SKY COMMUNITY LIBRARY

The American Library 
Association has designated 
February as “Library Lovers 
Month.” This is a time to 
recognize the important role 
libraries play in the cultural 
and economic success of local 
communities and the nation as a 
whole. 

Whether they depend on the 
library for bestselling books, 
children’s story times, special 
programs, DVDs, audio 
resources, or access to computers 
and the Internet, residents of 
the Big Sky community are 
encouraged to show how much 
they love their library this 
month.

Last month, Ophir School Library 
was awarded a $500 ExxonMobil 
Educational Alliance grant 
through Casey’s Corner Store in 
Big Sky. This educational grant, 
one of 4,000 available to schools 
across the country, is one way the 
ExxonMobil Educational Alliance 
program invests in the future of 
local communities.      

The Big Sky Community 
Library is 70 percent funded 
by allocations from the Big Sky 

Resort Area District Tax Board; 
the remainder of its funding 
comes from memorial funds, 
used book sales, memberships 
to the Friends of the Big Sky 
Community Library, and grants 
like the one received from 
ExxonMobil. 

Library Lovers Month is also an 
excellent time to recognize all of 
the faithful FOL members who 
continue to donate their time on 
a regular basis. The FOL meet the 
first and third Wednesday of each 
month at 10 a.m.  in the library, 
feel free to join us – it’s a great 
way to get involved. The next 
meeting is March 2 at 10 a.m.  

Watch for upcoming 
opportunities to become a 
member of this thriving library 
community.

Visit bigskylibrary.org for more 
information on the library 
and ways to support it or call 
(406) 995-4281. The Big Sky 
Community library is open on 
Sundays from 1-5 p.m., Mondays 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 
4-8 p.m.

February is library lovers’ 
month

BY TYLER ALLEN
EBS SENIOR EDITOR

BIG SKY – Feb. 5 was the end of an era at Big 
Sky Resort, as the storied history of the origi-
nal Challenger chairlift came to a close. 

Opened in 1988, the double lift rose 1,672 
vertical feet, carried riders 12 minutes to the 
top and accessed some of the most extreme 
terrain on the mountain. That terrain is now 
only accessible from the Moonlight side of the 
resort, via the Headwaters chairlift. At least 
until next year.

“After exhaustive efforts to make Challenger 
operational for the rest of the season, we have 
determined that the best course of action is to 
replace it with a completely new lift,” Big Sky 
Resort General Manager Taylor Middleton 
wrote in a Feb. 15 email to season pass holders.

The Challenger lift was scheduled for replace-
ment this summer along with the Lone Peak 
Triple chair, as part of the resort’s capital im-
provement plan. As of EBS press time on Feb. 
17, the resort had not released specific plans 
regarding the capacity of the new lifts.

“When Boyne first came to Big Sky in 1976 
there were five ski transportation machines, 
today there are 34,” Middleton wrote in an 

email received by EBS on Feb. 17. “Upgrading 
lifts and expanding terrain is a big part of what 
created The Biggest Skiing in America, and a 
bigger part of what will keep us competitive in 
the future.”

While the resort is looking to compete in the 
future, numbers would indicate it’s doing a 
good job at present. 

Skier visits for President’s Day Weekend – as 
well as the season to date – were up more than 
10 percent, according to Big Sky Resort Direc-
tor of Marketing Lyndsey Owens.

“We’re having a great year,” Owens said. 

For the balance of the 2015-2016 season, 
intrepid powder hounds can find more un-
tracked snow in the Challenger terrain if 
they’re willing to work for it. 

“Challenger is definitely my little happy place 
because that’s where I worked as a lifty. It’s eas-
ier to find untracked stuff for sure [now that 
Challenger isn’t running],” said Ross Downer, 
a ski technician at Grizzly Outfitters Ski and 
Backcountry Sports. Downer worked for Big 
Sky lift operations in 2012-2013.

“They need that terrain there,” Downer said. 
“That’s the type of terrain people buy tickets for.”

Big Sky Resort’s Challenger lift down for season

Caliber Coffee House owner Opie Jahn opened up shop Feb. 1. “I have all of the interwebs right here in this place,” 
said Jahn, who said he opened the business because “there was a huge need for it.” PHOTO BY AMANDA EGGERT

OUTLAW PARTNERS PHOTO



JUST LISTED - SADDLE RIDGE #D-3
- Adjacent to the Moonlight Lodge, easy walk

- 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths w/ beautiful furnishings

- Hot tub on balcony with gorgeous views

- Great vacation rental with easy ski access

$569,000 |  MLS 210636

SPANISH PEAKS CLUB #15
- 2,969+/- sf, 3BR/3BA, large family room 

- Spacious kitchen with large windows

- Beautiful finish work throughout

- Attached garage with great storage space

$625,000  |  MLS 209628

Becky & Jerry Pape - Broker/Owners
406-995-4848 (Office next to the Exxon) | 888-830-4883 (Toll free)  

406-995-4883 (Anytime) | www.triplecreek.com

SOLD

BIG HORN 11
- 1,595 sf 3BR/3B ski-in/ski-out condo

- End unit with extra windows

- Attached single car garage

- Great price and beautifully maintained

 FURNISHED $432,000 |  MLS 209966

BIG HORN 66
- 3BR/3B 1,595 sf chalet w/ one car garage

- Beautifully upgraded & close to Poma Lift

- Granite countertops and tile

- Close to mountain shops & restaurants

FURNISHED  $525,000  |  MLS 207791

NEW LISTING - FIRELIGHT CONDO 7D
- Popular 2BR/2B 1,092+/- sf condominium

- Open floor plan w/ gas fireplace & breakfast bar

- Master suite w/ walk-in closet & double vanity

- Fully furnished in an ideal location

$249,000  |  MLS 210724

PRIME CANYON COMMERCIAL  

- 2 commercial buildings located on 1.027 acres

- Building #1 has 3,230 sq. ft.

- Building #2 has 5,808 sq. ft.

- Great Investment with a good cap rate

$1,399,500  |  MLS 204402

28 NORTH - MOTIVATED SELLER
- 11.29 acre lot located just below Mtn Village

- Head-on views of ski runs

- Just minutes from the ski hill

- Short ride to Meadow amenities

$749,000 |  MLS 194811

FIRELIGHT CHALET 361  

- 2,136 sf - 3 bedroom, 3 bath chalet

- End unit with extra windows

- One car attached garage

- Close to Ousel Falls park and trails

 FURNISHED   $379,900  |  MLS 203720

MEADOW VILLAGE - LOTS 23 & 24

- 2 side-by-side .25 acre lots with million dollar views

- Located in the heart of Meadow Village above       

  Little Coyote Road

- Purchase one or both & build home on .5 acres

$168,900 EACH  |  MLS 188524 & 188525

CASCADE LOT - TBD WHITE OTTER RD
- .96 acre Cascade Lot on White Otter Rd 

- Nearby stream and borders greenbelt

- Ski-in/ski-out access on groomed trails

- Spectacular views of Lone Mountain

$499,500  |  MLS 210281

LAKE FRONT MANOR - LOT 6
- 1.04 acres in a 7 lot subdivision

- Overlooks Hebgen Lake

- Well in place & approved septic

- Private community dock

$299,000  |  MLS 170691

LADIGO/MONTANA RANCH - LOT 8
- 160 acre tract halfway between Boz. & Big Sky

- Gated ranch with horse facilites & riding trails

- Full-time ranch manager

- Borders Ted Turner’s ranch on 2 sides

$1,525,000  |  MLS 199541

BUCK RIDGE RANCH - LOT 32A
- 39.66 acre tract that allows horses

- Direct access to Forest Service land

- Total privacy above a gated road

- Captivating views

$900,000  |  MLS 156618

BEAVER CREEK - 20 ACRES
- 20 acre tract with a well & corral in place

- Sweeping views of the pristine watershed

- Gated road insures privacy & quiet living

- You & your horses will love this tract!

$349,000  |  MLS 192327

PRICE REDUCED

 MOTIVATED SELLER

JUST LISTED - 91 PAINTBRUSH   
- Custom 3,304+/- sf log home w/ 4 car garage

- Family friendly with 4BR/Office/2.5BA

- Large outdoor fireplace

- Within walking distance to Big Sky schools

$785,000  |  MLS 210321

NEW LISTING - BLACK EAGLE #8 

- 3,744+/- sf  3BR/3.5BA w/ great ski access

- Best streamside location, sold furnished

- Just steps to all the mountain amenities

- Incredible views of Lone Mountain 

$1,995,000  |  MLS 210575



the     cave
Spirits & Gifts

BIG SKY’S
FULL SERVICE LIQUOR STORE
UNIQUE Shirts

Hats
Books
JewelryMONTANA GIFTS

JOIN OUR MONTHLY WINE CLUB AND 

ENJOY MEMBER DISCOUNTS!
CALL US OR STOP IN TO SIGN UP •  (406) 995-4343

OPEN MON.-SAT. 10-8, SUN. 10-6

Located in TOWN CENTER at the 
corner of LONE MOUNTAIN TRAIL and OUSEL FALLS ROAD

MONTANA STATE
LIQUOR STORE

BEER & 
WINE

Call us or stop in to sign up 

Big Sky School District #72
Audit Publication Statement

 
An audit of the affairs of Big Sky School District #72 has been 

conducted by Olness & Associates, P.C.  The audit covered the 
fiscal year ended June 30, 2015. 

 
Section 2-7-521, MCA, requires the publication concerning the 

audit report include a statement that the audit report is on file in its 
entirety and open to public inspection at the Big Sky School District 
#72 Business Office and that Big Sky School District #72 will send a 
copy of the audit report to any interested person upon request.

 
Sincerely,

 
Sue Becker

Business Manager
Big Sky School District #72

45465 Gallatin Road
Gallatin Gateway, MT  59730

(406) 995-4281

PHOTO BY MATTHEW MILLMAN

GENERAL CONTRACTING, TIMBER & CABINET WORKS

ONSITEMANAGEMENT.COM

Nordic Hot Tub
We service what we sell! 

Spa sales to fit your budget
Pool and spa care after the sale
Custom maintenance plans

Spa covers and custom lifts
Lots of accessories for your spa
Special orders available

(406) 995-4892 • NordicHotTub@aol.com
47520 Gallatin Rd. • Big Sky, MT 59716

www.BigSkyHotTubs.com

This is how Big Sky gets
into hot water.
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THE 
RAM’S HORN

BY DUSTIN SHIPMAN
BSSD SUPERINTENDENT

“The Ram’s Horn” is a regular column by Big Sky 
School District Superintendent Dustin Shipman, 
offering news and insight from the district. 

Greetings from the superintendent’s office. 
Our students celebrated the 100th day of 

school this week, and as I witnessed their celebrations I also had the 
opportunity to reflect on the first 100 days of my tenure at the Big Sky 
School District. 

In nearly every interview I’ve been involved with, both as candidate 
and as employer, the inevitable question arises: “What would be your 
plan for the first 100 days on the job?” 

BSSD has witnessed some great things in the last 100 days. We’ve 
moved into a new school and, while it’s still unfinished, Ophir 
elementary is starting to take on a life and culture of its own. The 
hallways and classrooms are establishing identities and the children’s 
spirit is more prevalent in all venues in the school. 

Additionally, we’ve launched an ambitious and aggressive strategic 
plan. It seems long ago, however in the last 100 days, we interviewed 
and hired a consultant; gathered 730 responses to a representative 
survey and collated that data; had a significant strategic planning 
retreat; conducted focus groups; revised and finally passed the plan at 
the board level; and began implementation. 

This work has set the tone for the district moving forward and so far 
the initial implementations of the plan have proven positive. 

As part of that plan, we’ve begun moving toward authorization of 
the International Baccalaureate program. And in the last month we’ve 
accomplished significant steps toward our goals including sending a 
group of seven teachers and administrators to IB training in Vancouver, 
Canada. 

IB trainings are popular in North America and hard to find, so we’re 
exhausting every venue we can in order to make this happen for our 
teachers and our students. The training is centered on assessment and 
course modeling for the programs at the high school and elementary 
levels, respectively. 

Each of our teachers had daylong training recently in project-based 
learning and inquiry-based instruction. Both are going to be key 
teaching and learning strategies as the school year moves beyond the 
first 100 days and onto the next decade of excellence. 

In 100 days we’ve also exposed our kids to musicians from all over 
the world and held a spelling bee; made the playoffs in football and 
had 100 percent acceptance to a postsecondary option for our seniors; 
taken art students on a retreat and hosted the NPR radio show “From 
The Top”; created a track team and made the district tournament in 
volleyball. 

We’ve sent the yearbook to the publisher and hosted art café, while 
producing a student radio play, starting a robotics club, and launching 
a district Facebook page. And we’re providing students with a great 
education day in and day out. 

The celebration of 100 days of school gave me time to reflect, and the 
thought that resonates with me is, I can’t wait for the next 100! contact  outlaw Partners (406) 995-2055 

or media@theoutlawPartners.com

bus wraPs available  - Target 
thousands of local consumers including Resort 
employees, permanent residents, MSU Students 
and 300,000 seasonal tourists

let mobile 

advertising 

drive business 

to you!



LOCAL COURIER SERVICE
Now Serving Big Sky

406-579-9123
or

406-570-1122

Twice A Day Monday - Friday

Weekend Delivery Available

For Pricing & To Schedule Call

Affordable delivery to & from Bozeman to Big Sky!

�

�

(406) 209-7098info@wiabigsky.org

AVAILABLE COUNSELING SERVICES IN BIG SKY

Women In Action has partnered with Alcohol and Drug Services of 
Gallatin County in Bozeman to offer a full spectrum substance abuse 
program in Big Sky.

 Services provided:
• Chemical dependency evaluations
• ACT/Prime for Life education classes
• Outpatient therapy group treatment

All services are based on a sliding fee or adaptable to income needs

To learn more or make 
an appointment, call the 

ADSGC office in Bozeman at 
406.586.5493 or the Big Sky 
counselor at 406.580.6012

To learn more or
make an appointment,

call the MSU 
Human Development Clinic’s

Big Sky Counselor at 
406.570.3907

Women In Action, in partnership with the Montana State University 
Human Development Clinic, provides the Big Sky community access to 
mental health counseling services.

Services provided :
• Idividual & group counseling
• Couple, child, & family therapy
• Career counseling
• Skills & development workshops
• Consultation & referrals

Substance Abuse Counseling

Community Counseling

www.wiabigsky.org

Located at: 47855 Gallatin Road, Unit #1—Big Sky, MT

bridgerorthopedic.com
1450 Ellis Street Suite 201

Bozeman, MT  59715  | 406.587.0122
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LIVE COMEDY SHOW

Sunday, March 13, Buck’s T-4 Lodge
General Admission, Doors open 7:00, show starts 7:30

COW TIPPING COMEDY
Going on 5 years Cow Tipping 
Comedy has been rocking the 

Improv scene in Helena with 
“Whose Line Is It Anyway” games 
and fun.  Scenes are created by 

the audience and the ‘Cow 
Tippers” play it out in hilarious 

manner.  Stay on your toes 
because you might find yourself in 

a scene too! 

SHARK RODEO
Shark Rodeo, created by 2 rogue 

Cow Tippers, is comprised of a 
former deranged drummer now 

Cajonist (Andy Cottrell) and Clintons 
Front Guy and confessed ADHD 

poster child, John Mclellan.  These 2 
can tell a joke, test your trivia knowl-

edge and then make you dance 
until you sweat….a lot.  Lots of music 

and fun to cap off the night!

$15 in advance, $20 at the door

Buck’s will be open for dinner at 5:00 that evening for pre-show dining

For tickets or more information, call 406-995-4111 

CUSTER GALLATIN NATIONAL FOREST
 
BOZEMAN – The 3.1 million-acre 
Custer Gallatin National Forest is 
starting a forest plan revision with a 
series of community public meetings 
across the region. 

Ultimately, the four-year process 
instructs a new forest plan, a 
comprehensive overarching document 
providing guidance for forest 
management for years to come. Public 
involvement in the forest plan early and 
often helps to create the vision for the 
national forest in the coming decade. 

“Over the next four years the forest 
plan needs to bring together ecological, 
social and economic interests,” said 
Virginia Kelly, forest plan revision 
team leader. “Communities and the 
Forest Service will work together to 
determine what that means across the 
Custer Gallatin National Forest.”

The first public meetings will be held 
Feb. 22 through March 9. Each meeting 
will have similar agendas and will 
be held in the afternoon or evening 
depending on location.

Forest plan revision meetings will be 
the first opportunity for the public 
to provide local knowledge and 
information about current conditions, 
trends, perceptions and concerns, while 
also introducing the forest plan revision 
team to communities around the Custer 
Gallatin National Forest.   

Meetings will include a brief district 
update and move into an introduction 
and overview of the revision process 
and how to understand the Custer 
Gallatin National Forest as a whole. 
Following the presentation there will 
be an opportunity to identify important 
interests in communities, ask questions 
and speak to Forest Service staff one-
on-one. 

Early and continued engagement 
throughout the forest plan revision 
process is welcomed and encouraged. 
Additional public meetings further into 
the assessment of existing conditions 
process will be hosted in June.  

Visit fs.usda.gov/main/custergallatin/
landmanagement/planning for more 
information. You can subscribe for email 
updates online or by calling (406) 587-6735. 

Forest plan revision meetings hosted throughout region
Custer Gallatin National Forest plan revision 

meetings around the region:

Big Timber 
Monday, Feb. 29, 3-4:30 p.m. at the Sweet Grass Co. 
Annex (adjacent to the Extension office)

Livingston
Monday, Feb. 29, 6:30–8 p.m. at the Duncan Hagemey-
er Conference Room in the new Livingston HealthCare 
Medical Center

Red Lodge 
Tuesday, March 1, 6:30–8 p.m. at the Red Lodge Senior 
Center

Bozeman
Wednesday, March 2, 6:30–8 p.m. in the Montana State 
Room of the Holiday Inn at 5 East Baxter Lane

Big Sky 
Thursday, March 3, 2–3:30 p.m. at the Big Sky Chapel

West Yellowstone 
Thursday, March 3, 5:30–7 p.m. at the West Yellow-
stone Chamber of Commerce

Gardiner
Monday, March 7, 5:30–7 p.m. at the Yellowstone 
Association

Cooke City 
Tuesday, March 8, 5–6:30 p.m. at Cooke City Chamber 
of Commerce
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KALISPELL (AP) – Manufacturing, tourism and consumer spending are 
expected to keep fueling Montana’s economy this year, economists said at the 
2016 Economic Outlook Seminar on Feb. 12.

Norma Nickerson, director of the Institution for Tourism and Recreation 
Research, projected another big year for national park visitation and ski 
resorts.

She attributed the positive outlook for the parks to the National Park Service’s 
centennial and an increase in advertising.

Along with the commercial side, she said millennials have found ways to 
travel more often and at cheaper rates, using services like Airbnb and Uber.

“This just shows that things are changing and we have to pay attention to 
that,” she said.

Todd Morgan from the Bureau of Business and Economic Research said 
Montana manufacturers are expecting a better year than 2015, the Daily Inter 
Lake reported.

About 45 percent of surveyed manufacturers said they are planning an increase 
in employment, while 4 percent said they’re expecting to reduce staff.

Another positive indicator, according to Morgan: 36 percent of firms said 
filling a skilled labor force was the biggest issue of 2015. This year, only 25 
percent of firms are worried about that issue.

“That raised some interesting questions,” Morgan said. “Did they resolve this 
issue? We’re not quite sure.”

Either way, it appears the manufacturing industry can look forward to 
increased sales, Morgan said.

Patrick Barkey, director of the University of Montana Bureau of Business 
and Economic Research, said consumers are propelling Montana’s economic 
growth.

“Investment, on the other hand, has throttled back and not contributed as 
much,” Barkey said.

Barkey presented a national outlook, highlighting weakening economies such 
as Canada and Mexico expected to hurt U.S. product export numbers.

The U.S. economy, which has become stronger in recent years, is pushing up 
the cost of U.S. goods while continued job growth over the past five years has 
increased Americans’ spending power.

Montana has experienced the same effect with steady job growth and a 
slightly more rapid rise in wages. Every sector in Montana except mining 
increased wages in 2015.

“They all tell the same story,” Barkey said. “The growth has been pretty 
broad.”

Barkey said the Bureau expects growth to continue this way for at least three 
or four more years.

Economists express 
optimism about Montana’s 
future

BY MATTHEW BROWN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

BILLINGS (AP) – Montana environmental regulators granted conditional 
approval Feb. 12 to a long-stalled silver and copper mine proposed beneath a 
federal wilderness area, saying the developer must show before mining can 
proceed that the $500 million project won’t drain overlying creeks.

Department of Environmental Quality Director Tom Livers said the agen-
cy was approving an air quality permit and a transmission line that would 
connect to the Montanore mine. Yet that leaves its operating permit still in 
question, drawing a backlash from Republicans in the state’s Congressional 
delegation who urged full approval.

Developer Mines Management, Inc. pledged to move forward despite the 
state’s concerns over water supplies in the Cabinet Mountains Wilderness.
The mine potentially could drain groundwater supplies that feed into creeks 
and a river in the pristine area, an effect that could linger for centuries, accord-
ing to government studies.

Mines Management can conduct evaluation work on the site under the Feb. 
12 decision. But it won’t be able to start digging until it demonstrates the 
mine won’t degrade nearby creeks and the East Fork of the Bull River, Livers 
said in an interview with The Associated Press.

The worry, he said, is that mining will come too close to faults or cracks in the 
bedrock, opening a pathway for water to drain from the groundwater reserves.

“The company doesn’t think it’s going to happen, but based on the informa-
tion we’ve got from them thus far, that’s what’s projected,” Livers said. “We 
do not have the option to authorize any water degradation within the wilder-
ness area.”

He added that the company could resolve the issue by maintaining large buf-
fer zones around the underground faults.

The U.S. Forest Service authorized the mine in a simultaneous action. That 
decision is contingent on the mine’s backers obtaining permits from the state 
and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, said Kootenai National Forest Supervisor 
Christopher Savage.

Mines Management, based in Spokane, Wash., previously said anything less 
than full approval could make it difficult to attract investors or force a sale of 
Montanore to a larger mining company that might delay the project.

Chairman Glenn Dobbs backed away from that assertion on Feb. 12. He said 
the company would be able to finance the mine based on the state and Forest 
Service decisions.

“We believe the Forest Service and Montana [decisions] are something we can 
live with, we can work with and we can build a mine with,” Dobbs said.

Dobbs says the company will proceed with its $30 million mining evaluation 
and present the findings to regulators in hopes of quieting their concerns 
about draining waterways.

A coalition of environmental groups opposed to the mine said the conditions 
required by the state would fail to safeguard the Bull River and five creeks 
that come out of the Cabinet Mountains.

“They’ve been studying this mine for years and years. All the evidence to date 
shows they can’t excavate the deposit under the wilderness area [without] 
causing irreparable harm,” said Bonnie Gestring with the group Earthworks.

U.S. Sen. Steve Daines and Rep. Ryan Zinke urged Gov. Steve Bullock to 
grant full approval. The Republicans have previously warned that a “staged” 
approval would delay much-needed job creation and tax revenue for Lincoln 
County. Lincoln has a 10 percent unemployment rate, the highest in the state, 
according to the Montana Department of Labor and Industry.

The mine would employ about 500 people during construction and approxi-
mately 350 people during mining. It would disturb more than 1,500 acres and 
remove up to 120 million tons of ore.

Its entrance would be just outside the wilderness area – a rugged, remote 
landscape that is one of a handful of areas in the U.S. where the government 
is seeking to restore grizzly bear populations.

Work on the site began around 1990 under different ownership and was sus-
pended in 1991 due to low metal prices. Mines Management later took over 
and has been seeking a mining permit since 2004.

Montana mine gets 
conditional approval due to 
water worries
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RESTAURANT OPEN DAILY
RESTAURANT Daily 5:30-10pm | BAR Daily 4-10pm | HAPPY HOUR Daily 4-6pm | Live Music every Saturday Night 

Check out our new menu--more vegetarian options, sharing plates and the Rainbow wild game you love!

Fantastic hand crafted cocktails, award-winning wine selection, local Montana beers.

Reserve your place along the river today! Just 5 miles south of Big Sky turn off on Hwy 191.

406-995-4132  |  Big Sky, Montana  |  WWW.RAINBOWRANCHBIGSKY.COM

RAINBOW RANCH LODGE

w

Best View in the Valley!

wew

OutlawMagazine11.25.15.indd   1 12/1/2015   11:21:07 AM

MSU NEWS SERVICE

BOZEMAN - For the first time, scientists have 
observed ripples in the fabric of spacetime called 
gravitational waves, arriving at the Earth from a 
cataclysmic event in the distant universe. 

This data confirms a major prediction of Albert 
Einstein’s 1915 general theory of relativity and 
opens an unprecedented new window onto the 
cosmos. Montana State University played a 
major role in the discovery.

Gravitational waves carry information about 
their dramatic origins and the nature of gravity 
that cannot otherwise be obtained. 

Physicists have concluded that the detected 
gravitational waves were produced during 
the final fraction of a second when two black 
holes merged to produce a single, more massive 
spinning black hole. This collision of two black 
holes had been predicted but never observed.

The gravitational waves were detected on 
Sept. 14, 2015, at 5:51 a.m. Eastern Daylight 
Time by both twin detectors operated by Laser 
Interferometer Gravitational-wave Observatory, 
located in Livingston, La., and Hanford, Wash. 

MSU has been a member institution of the 
LIGO Scientific Collaboration since 2007. Neil 

Cornish, physics professor and MSU eXtreme 
Gravity Institute co-director leads the MSU 
LIGO group. 

Cornish, together with current and past 
graduate students, developed a novel method 
for extracting gravitational wave signals 
directly from the LIGO data. This analysis 
helped confirm the nature of the signal, and the 
consistency of the signal with the predictions of 
Einstein’s theory of gravity. 

“The detection of gravitational waves by LIGO 
is a tremendous achievement capping decades 
of work by a large number of people,” said 
Cornish, “but this is just the beginning. I’m 
even more excited about the discoveries we are 
going to make going forward, both with LIGO 
and other gravitational wave detectors.” 

The eXtreme Gravity Institute at MSU is 
involved in two other gravitational wave 
projects: the North American NanoHertz 
Gravitational Observatory; and the Laser 
Interferometer Space Antenna - a future space 
mission led by the European Space Agency with 
possible NASA involvement.

“The XGI at Montana State University was 
launched just a year ago, at a historic time,” said 
Renee Reijo Pera, vice president for research and 
economic development at MSU. “The institute 

captures the enthusiasm of MSU and Montana for 
exploring great unknowns of extreme gravity.” 

The discovery of gravitational waves also has 
an unexpected Montana connection –  the event 
horizon of the black hole that formed from the 
merger shares the same surface area as the state 
of Montana. 

But the similarities end there: The black hole 
rotates 100 times per second, and has a mass 62 
times larger than the Sun. 

The power output of the merger briefly 
exceeded that of all the stars in the Universe. 
The total energy release was a billion billion 
billion times greater than the last eruption of the 
Yellowstone Supervolcano, or a million billion 
times the energy required to completely blow 
the Earth apart.

LIGO research is carried out by the LIGO 
Scientific Collaboration, LSC, a group of 
more than 1,000 scientists from universities 
around the United States and in 14 other 
countries. More than 90 universities and 
research institutes in the LSC develop detector 
technology and analyze data; approximately 
250 students are strong contributing members 
of the collaboration.

MSU helps detect gravitational waves 100 years after 
Einstein’s prediction
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Ski in or we offer complimentary
parking at the Tavern after 2pm.

 Join us for live music,  
great food, cold beer, and 

hand-crafted cocktails at the 
Moonlight Tavern.

Enjoy our featured après items, 
including; pulled pork sliders, 
bison chili, and candied bacon.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 406-995-7777
MOONLIGHTBASIN.COM
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Big Sky Freeride athletes podium at 
Targhee event pg. 20

Business:
New brewery finds success  pg. 23

Section 2: 
SPORTS, BUSINESS,&  HEALTH

Wilderness Medicine Conference  pg. 24

GIRLS Standings
Play in 1 8-West (L) vs 9-Gardiner (D) MEC Wednesday 1 PM Game 1 1 - Twin
Play in 2 6 -WSS (L) vs 11-Sheridan (D) MEC Wednesday 4 PM 1 - Twin  L 2 - MC
Play in 3 7-Shields (D) vs 10-Lima (L) EAGLE Wednesday 4 PM Bottom Remaining D 3 - Lone Peak

Thursday 9 AM 4 - Ennis
Game 5 MEC Game 6 5 - Har/WC

L D 6 - WSS
D L 7 - Shields

Friday 1 PM Friday 1 PM 8 - West
Game 9 EAGLE Game 2 MEC 9 - Gardiner

D Loser Out 4 - Ennis L 10 - Lima
L 5 - Har/WC D 11 - Sheridan

Saturday 9 AM Thursday 10:30 AM
EAGLE MEC

Loser Out
Game 11 Game 12

D L
L D

Sat 2:30 PM Saturday 5:30 PM
Consolation CHAMPIONSHIP

MEC Game 10 Game 3 MEC
D 3 - Lone Peak L
L Top Remaining D

Saturday 9 AM Thursday 3:15 PM
MEC MEC

Loser Out Game 7 Game 8

L D
D L

Friday 4:15 PM Friday 4:15 PM
EAGLE Game 4 MEC

Loser Out 2- MC D
February 17-20, 2016 Middle Remaining L

Thursday 4:45 PM
MEC

GIRLS

DISTRICT 11-12C BASKETBALL  @ 
Manhattan Christian School Memorial 
Event Center & Eagle Gym

BY AMANDA EGGERT
EBS STAFF WRITER

BIG SKY – After winning three consecutive home 
games, the 14-4 Lady Big Horns were ranked third 
going into the District tournament at Manhattan 
Christian Feb. 17–20. 

Lone Peak High School head coach Nubia Allen said 
it’s the best district ranking any LPHS sports team 
has earned in the school’s history.

LPHS won all three of those games by comfortable 
margins, outscoring their opponents by a minimum 
of 14 points in each contest. Allen credits greater 
team cohesion for their strong offensive showings. 
“I’ve seen more chemistry between the girls. We’re 
giving up good shots for better shots, and that’s 
huge,” she said.

Feb. 13, the Lady Big Horns put a generous margin 
between themselves and the Lima Bears early on. 
They led 19-7 at the close of the first half, and in 
the second half, Allen put her junior varsity squad 
in for several minutes of varsity play. 

“It’s nice to see them play varsity and hold their 
own,” Allen said. Nine of 12 LPHS players scored 
points on the way to a 45-22 win.

Sophomore guard Kuka Holder led both teams 
with 11 points. Junior forward Jenna McKillop led 
the Lady Big Horns’ rebounding efforts with nine 
boards. 

The night before, the Lady Big Horns faced off 
against West Yellowstone, an aggressive team and 
their biggest rival. Supporters for both squads came 
out in force. 

The Lady Big Horns took some time to find their 
footing against the Wolverines, putting up just nine 
points in the first quarter. 

“[The Wolverines] are fighters on both ends of 
the court,” Allen said. “Everything that they do, 
they’re going to do 100 percent. Once we were able 
to handle that aggressiveness, they got deflated.”

In the second quarter, LPHS started attacking the 
basket and sinking shots. They opened up their lead 
to 28-11 by the halftime buzzer.

The Lady Big Horns’ 16 field goals were shared 
among seven players. Junior point guard Luisa 
Locker, sophomore center KP Hoffman and junior 
guard Dasha Bough tied for the most LPHS points 
in the contest with nine a piece. Bailee Parker led 
the Wolverines with 10 points. 

Hoffman and Locker had particularly strong nights 
from the free-throw line, each making five of six 
attempts. As a team, the Lady Big Horns shot 65 
percent from the foul line. 

Feb. 6, LPHS took on White Sulphur Springs for 
their first and only regular-season matchup. They 
defeated the Hornets 47-33, grabbing 32 rebounds 
and making five 3-pointers along the way. Four of 
those 3-pointers belonged to Locker, who led both 
teams with 14 points.

On Feb. 18, the Lady Big Horns faced the sixth-
ranked Hornets in the first round of the District 
tournament. As of EBS press time on Feb. 17, Allen 
was feeling good about the opportunity the Lady Big 
Horns had to make a splash in the tournament. 

“We put ourselves in the best position possible,” 
Allen said. “If everything goes according to plan, 
we’ll be playing Manhattan Christian on [Feb. 
19]. I think we have a very, very good chance of 
winning Districts.”

Lady Big Horns end regular season with three home wins

Junior guard Dasha Bough squares up to shoot a 3-pointer. LPHS handily won 
the game against White Sulphur Springs 47-33 on Feb. 6.
PHOTO BY AMANDA EGGERT
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BOYS Standings
Play in 1 8-LP (L) vs 9-West (D) MEC Wednesday 2:30 PM Game 1 1 - Ennis
Play in 2 6-Har/WC (L) vs 11-Lima (D) MEC Wednesday 5:30 PM 1-Ennis L 2 - Twin
Play in 3 7-Gardiner (D) vs 10-Sheridan (L)EAGLEWednesday 5:30 PM Bottom Remaining D 3 - MC

Thursday Noon 4 - WSS
Game 5 MEC Game 6 5 - Shields

L D 6 - Har/WC
D L 7 - Gardiner

Friday 2:30 PM Friday 2:30 PM 8 - Lone Peak
Game 9 EAGLE Game 2 MEC 9 - West

D Loser Out 4-WSS L 10 - Sheridan
L 5-Shields D 11 - Lima

Saturday 10:30 AM Thursday 1:30 PM
EAGLE MEC

Loser Out
Game 11 Game 12

D L
L D

Saturday 4 PM Saturday 7 PM
MEC CHAMPIONSHIP

Consolation Game 10 Game 3 MEC
D 3-MC L
L Top Remaining D

Saturday 10:30 AM Thursday 6:15 PM 
MEC MEC

Loser Out Game 7 Game 8

L D
D L

Friday 6:45 PM Friday 6:45 PM
EAGLE Game 4 MEC

Loser Out 2-Twin D
February 17-20, 2016 Middle Remaining L

Thursday 7:30 PM
MEC

DISTRICT 11-12C BASKETBALL  @ 
Manhattan Christian School Memorial 
Event Center & Eagle Gym

BOYS

BY AMANDA EGGERT
EBS STAFF WRITER

BIG SKY – The Big Horns wrapped up their regular 
season of play with three solid showings at home, 
winning two games and losing one close contest.

Feb. 13, the Big Horns nearly doubled the Lima 
Bears’ points for a 71-38 win, bringing their record 
to 6-12. All nine players contributed at least one 
basket and one rebound.

“Everyone that went in played well and contrib-
uted,” said Lone Peak High School head coach Al 
Malinowski, adding that four players reached dou-
ble-digits with their scoring.

The game’s trajectory was established early on - by 
the end of the first quarter, LPHS was up 22-4. 

Lima has a small team, so when one of their five 
players fouled out, the Big Horns finished out the 
fourth quarter by matching up their four youngest 
players against the remaining Bears in four-on-four 
fashion. 

Eighth-grader Frankie Starz had a particularly solid 
showing, scoring six points in the fourth quarter. 
“It was really good to see him show that as far as his 
talents and abilities go, he deserves the opportunity 
[to play on the high school team],” Malinowski said. 

The previous night, LPHS defeated West Yellow-
stone 51-44 in a game that remained close all the 
way through the fourth quarter. Malinowski said the 
crowd was so worked up they made the game video 
footage blurry with their bleacher-shaking cheering.

“I’m sure having that much support behind them 
gave our guys more of a push to find energy in the 
fourth quarter. It had an impact,” Malinowski said. 
When the two teams faced off Jan. 15, the Wolver-
ines bested the Big Horns 44-43.

The two teams traded the lead several times 
throughout their Feb. 12 game. LPHS was up 

15-10 at the end of 
the first quarter, but 
the Wolverines had a 
strong second quarter, 
scoring 15 points to 
the Big Horns’ eight. 
At halftime, the Wol-
verines led 25-23.  

Junior guard Eddie 
Starz spurred the Big 
Horns’ momentum 
during a close third 
quarter with one bas-
ket outside the 3-point 
arc, one inside it, and 
two free throws. He 
scored 26 points on the 
night, nearly double 
the next closest scorer, 
West Yellowstone’s 
Bryce Loamis who had 
14 points.

Early in the fourth quarter, the Big Horns initiated 
a scoring streak that carried them to victory.

Frankie Starz hit a 3-pointer to tie the game, and 
sophomore guard Liam Germain followed it with a 
steal he converted into two points at the other end 
of the court. 

A couple of possessions later, senior post Chris 
Tompkins fed Kolya Bough who drained a 3-pointer 
to open his scoring for the night. Bough followed it 
by making five-of-six from the free-throw line.

The Big Horns shot 17 free throws during the 
fourth quarter alone. They made 58 percent of 
their 31 attempts. “I’d like to see us get in the high 
60s and maybe hit 70 [percent], but getting there 
31 times [was] really important,” Malinowski said. 

The Wolverines played a competitive game all the 
way through. “We made more plays in the fourth 
quarter, and that gave us the win, but they were 
certainly fighting, too,” Malinowski said.

Feb. 6, the Big Horns lost 69-61 to the fourth-
ranked White Sulphur Springs Hornets in a close 
home game. 

As of EBS press time on Feb. 17, the eighth-ranked 
Big Horns were preparing to play the ninth-ranked 
Wolverines again. The teams were seeded against 
each other in the first round of the District 11/12C 
tournament, which takes place at Manhattan 
Christian Feb. 17-20.  

Malinowski said he was hoping for another game 
where multiple Big Horns make strong contribu-
tions on offense. “I think the team that gets more 
production from more players has a better chance 
of winning that game,” Malinowski said.

The top four teams from the District tournament 
will advance to the western Divisional tournament 
held in Hamilton, Mont. Feb. 24-27.

Big Horns finish regular season on high note

Sophomore guard Liam Germain snags a steal and heads down court for a layup during the Big Horns’ Feb. 6 69-
61 loss to White Sulphur Springs. PHOTO BY AMANDA EGGERT
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Defense prevails in Super Bowl 50

Phone and Internet Discounts  
Available to CenturyLink Customers

The Montana Public Service Commission designated CenturyLink as an Eligible 
Telecommunications Carrier within its service area for universal service purposes. 
CenturyLink’s basic local service rates for residential voice lines are $18.00 per month 
and business services are $32.00 per month. Specific rates will be provided upon 
request.

CenturyLink participates in a government benefit program (Lifeline) to make residential 
telephone service more affordable to eligible low-income individuals and families.  
Eligible customers are those that meet eligibility standards as defined by the FCC and 
state commissions. Residents who live on federally recognized Tribal Lands may qualify 
for additional Tribal benefits if they participate in certain additional federal eligibility 
programs.  The Lifeline discount is available for only one telephone per household, which 
can be either a wireline or wireless telephone.  A household is defined for the purposes 
of the Lifeline program as any individual or group of individuals who live together at 
the same address and share income and expenses.  Lifeline service is not transferable, 
and only eligible consumers may enroll in the program.  Consumers who willfully make 
false statements in order to obtain Lifeline telephone service can be punished by fine or 
imprisonment and can be barred from the program.

Lifeline eligible subscribers may also qualify for reliable home high-speed Internet 
service up to 1.5Mbps for $9.95* per month for the first 12 months of service. Please 
call 1-866-541-3330 or visit centurylink.com/internetbasics for more information.

If you live in a CenturyLink service area, please call 1-888-833-9522 or visit centurylink.
com/lifeline with questions or to request an application for the Lifeline program.

*CenturyLink Internet Basics Program – Residential customers only who qualify based on meeting income level or program partic-
ipation eligibility requirements, and requires remaining eligible for the entire offer period. First bill will include charges for the \first full 
month of service billed in advance, prorated charges for service from the date of installation to bill date, and one-time charges and fees 
described above. Qualifying customers may keep this program for a maximum of 60 months after service activation provided customer still 
qualifies during that time. Listed High-Speed Internet rate of $9.95/mo. applies for first 12 months of service (after which the rate reverts to 
$14.95/mo. for the next 48 months of service), and requires a 12-month term agreement. Customer must either lease a modem/router from 
CenturyLink for an additional monthly charge or independently purchase a modem/router, and a one-time High-Speed Internet activation 
fee applies. A one-time professional installation charge (if selected by customer) and a one-time shipping and handling fee applies to 
customer’s modem/router. General – Services not available everywhere. Have not have subscribed to CenturyLink Internet service within 
the last 90 days and are not a current CenturyLink customer. CenturyLink may change or cancel services or substitute similar services 
at its sole discretion without notice. Offer, plans, and stated rates are subject to change and may vary by service area. Deposit may be 
required. Additional restrictions apply. Terms and Conditions – All products and services listed are governed by tariffs, terms of service, 
or terms and conditions posted at centurylink.com. Taxes, Fees, and Surcharges – Applicable taxes, fees, and surcharges include a 
carrier Universal Service charge, carrier cost recovery surcharges, state and local fees that vary by area and certain in-state surcharges. 
Cost recovery fees are not taxes or government-required charges for use. Taxes, fees, and surcharges apply based on standard monthly, 
not promotional, rates.

Call Kerri and Kevin Fabozzi 406-993-9333
Open 6 days/week
Monday-Saturday 10am - 5pm
Located in Big Sky, MT in the Big Horn Shopping Center

Selling lightly used, upscale, quality 
goods from the home !

Consignment 
Cabin

New Inventory Daily!
Now Under New Ownership!

WINTER CLOTHING ON SALE NOW!
Prices reduced on furniture and rugs

10%-50% OFF Clothing for men, women, and children

BY BRANDON NILES
EBS SPORTS COLUMNIST

Throughout the off-sea-
son, many remarks will 
be made about the Den-
ver Broncos and their 
Super Bowl victory over 
the Carolina Panthers. 

People will point to the off-field allegations 
against Broncos quarterback Peyton Manning, and 
will discuss the leadership of Panthers quarter-
back Cam Newton after he ended a post-game 
press conference short. However, all the noise 
surrounding these stories has overshadowed what 
was an amazing Super Bowl.

The offenses struggled in the 24-10 Broncos 
victory. There were no helmet catches or heroic 
drives and it was the lowest scoring Super Bowl 
since 2008. 

Instead, fans were treated to two incredible 
defensive performances. There’s an old adage 
that defense wins championships, and watching 
Broncos linebacker and Super Bowl MVP Von 
Miller rack up two-and-a-half sacks and a forced 
fumble recovered for a touchdown demonstrated 
that theory.

The Denver defense held the Panthers to only 10 
points after averaging more than 31 points per 

game during the regular season, best in the NFL. 
Denver’s ability to frustrate Newton and stymie 
his potent offense was the difference in the game 
and the reason for the victory.

Von Miller established himself as a household 
name during a matchup in which he dominated 
the Panthers offensive line. In addition to the 
sacks he caused, Miller harassed Newton the 
entire game, notching two hits on the athletic 
quarterback and batting down a pass. 

Miller was the clear choice for Super Bowl MVP, 
marking only the second time in the past 13 years 
that a defensive player has claimed the honor. 
Miller is set to be a free agent this offseason, and 
if he avoids the franchise tag, he could become the 
highest paid defensive player in league history. 

The Denver defense not only had to contain New-
ton, but also overcome the struggles of their own 
offense. Manning had two turnovers and only 
141 yards passing. In fact, the only two touch-
downs the Broncos scored were off two Carolina 
fumbles, one that was recovered in the end zone 
and another on the Carolina 4 yard line.

The Carolina defense turned in an elite perfor-
mance as well. Linebacker Luke Kuechly had a 
game-high 10 tackles to go with a sack, and sec-
ond year defensive end Kony Ealy notched three 
sacks and an interception. Had the Panthers won 
the game, Ealy would likely have been the MVP.

Many people will remember this game as being 
an ugly one to watch, but I think that impres-
sion is simply a product of the way the game has 
changed. With the emphasis on offense over 
the past decade, fans have been spoiled with 
high-scoring games. 

However, what this game lacked in prolific 
offense, it more than made up for with ridiculous 
defense. Both teams battered the opposing quar-
terback en route to the most combined sacks ever 
in a Super Bowl. 

Each team has different questions to answer going 
into the offseason, but assuming Denver can 
bring back Miller, both defenses should be elite 
again to start next year. 

Unfortunately, I have that sinking feeling in the 
pit of my stomach that I get every year when I 
realize another football season is over. At least I 
can remember that from opening kickoff to the 
final seconds of the Super Bowl, I enjoyed the 
opportunity to watch strong defense from both 
teams. And it provided a glimmer of hope that 
the old-school brand of football I grew up loving 
might still have a place in the modern NFL. 

Brandon Niles is a longtime fan of football and 
scotch, and has been writing about sports for the 
past decade. He is a fantasy football scout for 4for4 
Fantasy Football and is co-host of the 2 Guys Podcast.
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a prescripTion for convenience

(406) 995-6995   |   bozemanhealth.org   |   334 Town Center Avenue, Big Sky

Bozeman Health Big Sky Medical Center fills prescriptions at our Pharmacy, along with a wide range of products in a retail drug store. 

BY AMANDA EGGERT 
EBS STAFF WRITER

ALTA, Wyo. – Five of 15 athletes from the Big 
Sky Freeride team podiumed at the Grand Targhee 
Junior Freeskiing Inter-Mountain Cup on Feb. 6 
and 7, which drew approximately 100 skiers and 
snowboarders 10 to 18 years old.

“We put a ton of kids in the top 10,” said BSF 
coach Cooper Raasch. “We did incredible.” 

BSF athletes compete at International Freeskiers 
and Snowboarders Association events throughout 
the Rockies, from Kicking Horse, British Colum-
bia to Taos, N.M. And BSF has had a strong season 
so far. “This year has been a banner year for Big 
Sky Freeride,” Raasch said. “We’ve podiumed at 
every event we’ve gone to so far.”

Athletes are scored on each of two runs, which are 
then added to determine their total score. There 
are five categories to guide competition judges in 
their scoring: line, technique, control, fluidity, 
and style and energy. 

A BSF athlete finished in the top six in each of the 
age groups at Grand Targhee, Raasch said. Snow-
boarder Holden Samuels was given the coveted 
“sick bird” award. “It means you were above and 
beyond what everybody else that you competed 
against did,” Raasch said. Samuels earned nearly 
double the points of the second place finisher.

The Big Sky Freeride team will compete on their 
home turf at the Headwaters Spring Runoff 
March 11-13. All of the competitors will ski ter-
rain off the Lone Tree chair, and finalists will take 
on the cliffs, chutes and gullies of the Headwaters 
terrain during the finals.

Big Sky Freeride athletes podium at Targhee event

Female Skiers U12
2nd Place    Skylar Manka    Final Score: 54.43

Female Skiers 12-14
1st Place      Lila Mann          Final Score: 54.80
2nd Place      Nehalem Manka  Final Score: 54.27

Male Snowboard 15-18
1st Place    Holden Samuels   Final Score: 63.07

Male Skier 15-18
3rd Place    Carter Gall      Final Score: 62.77

Big Sky Freeride results: IFSA Jr. Freesking Inter-Mountain Cup 

Jackson Raden finished 9th in the Male Skier 15-18 category.

Chase Samuels finished 17th in the Male Skier 15-18 category. PHOTOS BY COOPER RAASCH

Beck Trebesh finished 25th in the Male Skier 15-18 category
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 5 night/6 day trips
boundaryexpeditions.com

On your cell phone

2.5 hrs 0 hrs

Screen time

9 hrs 0 hrs

Commuting

1 hr 0 hrs

Just 5 hours from Big Sky lies one 
of the finest river trips in the world.

time to plan your summer vacation

OFFICE OF GOV. STEVE BULLOCK

 
BOZEMAN – Montana entrepreneur 
Will Price and Bozeman business 
leaders joined Gov. Steve Bullock in 
early February to introduce the 
Montana Business Navigator to the 
Bozeman business community. 

The Business Navigator is a 
new online service that guides 
prospective business owners and 
entrepreneurs through a streamlined 
process of identifying the necessary 
registrations, licenses and permits 
needed to start enterprises in the state.
 
“Montana’s small businesses are a 
driving force of our state’s growing 
economy,” Bullock said. “The 
Montana Business Navigator is the 
result of direct feedback we solicited 
from entrepreneurs and small 
business owners across the state who 
told us about the need to streamline 
information, cut red tape and make it 
easier to create jobs.”
 
The service offers a checklist as a 
guide for Montanans to identify the 

state permits and licenses needed 
to open and operate a business in 
Montana, and the checklist is tailored 
to the specific business input by the 
user. 

Since the site went live on Jan. 14, 
more than 3,500 people have visited 
the Navigator website, and 200 
individuals have used the Business 
Checklist portion of the Navigator. 

The Governor’s Office of Economic 
Development led the development 
of the Business Navigator under the 
directive of the Governor’s Main 
Street Montana Project to cut red 
tape for small businesses and increase 
government efficiency.
 
“The Business Navigator is the 
result of hundreds of discussions 
and working sessions with a diverse 
group of stakeholders in government, 
economic development, and private 
business,” said John Rogers, Chief 
Business Development Officer for 
the State of Montana. “We are all 
very proud of the final product.” 

Bullock introduces Montana 
Business Navigator
Online service improves efficiency 
for new business startups

“Capture The Spirit Of The WestTM”

ANTLER CHANDELIERS
Made In Montana Since 1996

     Antler Chandeliers  
                          & Lighting Company
                                                                                              1-406-883-2441

www.AntlerChandeliers.com

Renowned Craftsmanship 
Designs from medium size chandeliers to large custom 

residential and commercial projects. Buy direct and save. 



The AHI philosophy is about creating for the family rather 
than imposing a personal preference for a trend or style. It’s 
a malleable approach to decorating, perfect for clients 
seeking a partner in crime rather than someone who will 
make all the decisions for them. After years of working in 
the industry, AHI has built a portfolio that reads more like a 
family album than a company prospectus.

The team at AHI has also created the Architect’s Wife, 
Bozeman’s destination for furniture, lighting, and decor. 
The Architect’s Wife services AHI clients, customers in the 
Gallatin Valley and beyond, and other interior designers 
and industry professionals looking to snag the perfect piece 
on the spot.

23 West Babcock Street Bozeman, Montana
406.404.1330
abby@hetheringtoninteriors.com

Balmy weather in February has made for some great fishing!

Warmer days this time of year makes for more active fish and 
aquatic insects. Midge hatches are bringing more fish to the surface 
and anglers are more motivated to trade in their skis or snowboard 
for fly rods.

Fishing hasn’t been off the charts good, but we’re seeing a gradual 
improvement every week. As March grows closer we can expect to 
hear about those great days that SW Montana rivers are known for.

Brought to you by Jimmy Armijo-Grover, General Manager

Locals Fishing Report from Gallatin River Guides

Whether you are on the Gallatin, Madison, Yellowstone or 
anywhere else in SW Montana this time of year make sure to 
have in your box some good midge dry and larvae patterns 
like Silvey’s Hatching and Adult Midges, Zebras in a variety 
of colors and sizes, T-Midges and CDC Cluster Midges. 
Generally speaking you’ll have to find areas where water is 
moving slowly to find good midge activity on the surface and 
good numbers of trout feeding on them.

Nymphing is pretty simple in the spring. Pat’s Rubber 
Legs, Pheasant Tails, aforementioned Zebra Midges, Green 
Machines, anything with a hot bead, worms and eggs all 
are good calls. You may have to play with sizes and colors 
depending on the day and river, but these are producers all 
year long.

The streamer bite will also improve with warming water 
temperatures. Smaller patterns tend to be more productive 
in late winter, early spring like Mini Scupzillas and Buggers. 
Vary retrieves from dead-drifted or swung to long, fast strips. 
When fish are cold they tend not to work too hard for their 
food, so slower is usually better.

Hope to see you on the water and don’t forget to join us for 
Thursday Night Fly Tying at 5pm everyThursday.

Since ’84. Fine Purveyors of Fly Fishing Awesome-ness.

GEAR. GUIDES. HONEST INFO.
Serving Big Sky, Yellowstone Park, and Southwest Montana

montanaflyfishing.com • 406-995-2290
Pat Straub; Montana licensed outfitter #7878

Visit our blog for good things: BigSkyFishBlog.com

CDC Cluster Midge

Green Machine

Pat’s Rubber Legs

Keller’s Hot Worm

Zebra Midge
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BY SARAH GIANELLI
EBS CONTRIBUTOR

BIG SKY – In the six months since its July 
grand opening in Big Sky, Beehive Basin 
Brewery has released 35 different styles of beer. 

With the exception of its staples – the Working 
Guys Cream Ale, Green Bridge IPA and .50 
Cal Coffee Porter and soon, due to repeated 
requests, the Saison – it hasn’t repeated a single 
recipe. Due to increasing demand and limited 
quantities, tasting every one of brewer Andy 
Liedberg’s carefully crafted beers requires 
becoming a “regular regular.” In other words, 
they go fast. 

Patrons often ask Liedberg and business 
partner Casey Folley when they plan to start 
distributing.  Besides a handful of Big Sky 
restaurants, the only place to experience 
Liedberg’s eclectic creations is onsite at their 
rustic, industrial taproom and brewery adjacent 
to Roxy’s Market. 

“That was never really our vision,” Folley 
said about mass distribution. “Our vision was 
always to be the best small brewery we can 
possibly be.”   

Their seven-barrel brew house is nearing 
capacity, far exceeding the 200-barrels they 
estimated to produce in the few short months 
they were open in 2015. Beehive is on track to 
more than double that amount this year. 

“The beauty of making small batches is that I 
can continually make different beers,” Liedberg 
said. “I’m not locked into tap accounts where I 
have to make the same five beers every day. It 
keeps it fun for me and for the locals.” 

It also enables Liedberg to experiment with 
aging in wine and bourbon barrels, creating 
a gluten-free option that actually tastes 
good, and to make specialty beers like the 
Monticello, an ale based off of Thomas 
Jefferson’s recipes released on President’s Day 
weekend in mid-February.

The brewery owners met on Big Sky Resort’s 
golf course in 2012 after Folley left Denver 

and a career in 
finance for a 
more peaceful 
life in Big Sky. 
(No, Folley 
wasn’t homeless 
before striking 
it rich in the 
penny stocks as 
one of the more 
amusing rumors 
speculated). 

When Folley 
learned that 
Liedberg, 
a longtime 
Montanan, was 
an avid home 
brewer with 
professional 
experience 
at numerous 

breweries including Lone Peak and Bridger 
Brewing, he offhandedly suggested they open 
a brewery.

“I really wasn’t out there trying to find a brewer 
and open a brewery,” said Folley who, along 
with his accountant wife Leisha, is a graduate of 
the University of Montana 
business school. “I knew 
I wanted to have my own 
business someday, but when 
I met Andy it lit the spark 
and I was like ‘OK, this is 
something we can do.’”

With Folley’s business savvy 
and Liedberg’s brewing and 
construction knowhow, the 
foundation was in place for a 
successful endeavor. 

Being the best small brewery 
it can be isn’t just about 
the beer. Beehive Brewery’s 
owners source ingredients 

and equipment locally when possible, and 
utilize geothermal equipment to pump heat 
produced during brewing back into the 
building. Their next big project is to install a 
biomass generator to compost the increasing 
heaps of spent grain into an additional source of 
renewable energy. 

“With the biomass generator, and looking 
ahead to incorporate solar energy, we could 
potentially be one of the greenest breweries in 
the country,” Folley said.

But in the end it does come back to the beer, 
and it only takes a sip to know that Liedberg 
is a master. Like many an artist, he’s guided 
by a combination of intuition and technical 
knowledge.  When asked if he keeps 
detailed notes on his concoctions, Liedberg 
laughs and presents a pile of crumpled 
papers as his response. 

“You can give two people the same recipe and 
it’s going to come out somewhat different,” 
Liedberg said. He compares brewing to the 
craft of a chef, another notch in his tool belt of 
experience that informs his brewing today.  
 
“We’re a small-batch brewery and we’re 
focused on the beer,” Folley said. “We might 
not have what you had last week, but we have 
something else and it’s going to be great.”

New brewery finds success in small batches

Beehive Basin Brewery opened six months ago and is going strong. PHOTOS BY TAYLOR-ANN SMITH

Locals and tourists stop by to sip on a favorite beer or try one of brewer Andy Liedberg’s latest concoctions. 

Coltrane enjoys a free sample from some generous customers. 
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STORY AND PHOTOS BY AMANDA EGGERT
EBS STAFF WRITER

BIG SKY – Dr. Timothy Erickson peppered his Feb. 
12 presentation on snake envenomation at Big Sky 
Resort’s Huntley Lodge with snake-related trivia, 
tossing out rubber snakes for correct answers. 

At the Wilderness Medicine Conference, held Feb. 
10-14, the audience refuses to be stumped, especially 
when Erickson, a National Geographic Explorers Club 
member, ups the ante and starts distributing micro-
brews, which he graciously opens.

They know which snake kills the most people 
worldwide – Russell’s viper. They know physical 
characteristics of venomous snakes of North Amer-
ica: arrow-shaped heads, heat-sensing pits between 
eyes and nostrils, and elliptical, cat-like eyes. They 
even know which state has the most snakebites per 
capita – North Carolina. 

Erickson parts with 20-plus snakes during his 
50-minute presentation. He also polls the crowd. 
About half the audience’s hands go up when he asks 
if anyone went skiing earlier in the day. Some are 
still wearing snow pants, vests and beanies. 

“That was a heaven-kissed day, wasn’t it,” he says. 
“… All that sunshine, hardly any wind, a little pow-
der in the morning?” 

Approximately 400 people traveled from all over 
the U.S. as well as Canada, Australia and New Zea-
land to attend the National Conference on Wilder-
ness Medicine, but it’s not all work. There are breaks 
built into each day for optional outdoor activities 
– think guided backcountry skiing, ice climbing and 
snowmobiling in Yellowstone National Park. Back 
indoors, attendees learn about topics like Zika virus 
and other mosquito-borne diseases, altitude illness 
prevention and treatment, and fracture and disloca-
tion management in the backcountry.

Halfway through his presentation, Erickson asks if 
anyone’s been bitten by a snake. One hand goes up. 

“Timber rattler,” she says.

“Where were you?” 

“Tennessee.”

“Were you at a worship service?” Erickson quips, to 
appreciative laughter.

As the woman walks up to accept her Moose Drool 
Brown Ale from Erickson, she says, “I know you.” 
The two figure out they worked together in Antarc-
tica years before. 

He calls her in for a hug and says, “I am just so 
touched. Jenny, it’s just so wonderful to see you.”

 ---------

When Eric Weiss co-founded the Wilderness 
Medicine program 25 years ago, he aimed to create 
a platform for medical education specific to wilder-
ness and international settings. 

“Before I went to medical school, I was a commercial 
raft guide. I used to see a lot of injured people in the 
wilderness and didn’t know how to take care of them,” 
he says. “After medical school [this] was a way for me 
to combine my passion with my profession.”

Weiss, now the course director, delivered a num-
ber of the conference’s lectures himself, including 
one titled “1001 Uses for Duct Tape & Safety Pins: 
Improvised Care in Austere Environments,” as well 
as others addressing medical issues related to tem-
perature extremes. He’s a mountaineer, whitewater 
enthusiast and a professor of emergency medicine at 
the Stanford University Medical Center.

Attendees come from a broad range of medical back-
grounds. Wilderness Medicine faculty have taught 
EMTs, search and rescue volunteers, psychiatrists, 
physicians from every specialty, radiologists, and 
physician assistants along with nurses; even Secret 
Service and military personnel.  

“People love it,” Weiss said. “They’re learning 
about things they never 
learned in medical 
school and it’s info 
that’s vastly useful 
because it deals with 
stuff from day-to-day 
living.” 

------

The conference, held at 
Big Sky for the past 21 
years, is a mix of large 
lectures and optional 
smaller workshops that 
address the nuts and 
bolts of specific medical 
and backcountry skills.

Physician Assistant 
Lanny Johnson led 
one such workshop, 
a suture lab and basic 

wound-management class, where about a dozen 
people practiced stitching up chicken breasts.

Johnson opened the workshop by stressing that it’s 
often best not to close wounds in the backcountry 
due to the difficulty in adequately cleaning them. 

“There are almost no wounds that absolutely have 
to be closed, particularly on a backcountry expe-
dition, even on a long expedition,” he said, adding 
that all backcountry wounds should be considered 
contaminated. 

Sea wounds and snow wounds are no exception. 
“Don’t be fooled by snow. Snow is absolutely 
unclean. I’ve seen some of the worst pussed-out 
wounds from snow rash,” said Johnson, who serves 
as a medical advisor to the Jackson Hole Mountain 
Resort Ski Patrol.

Much of Johnson’s workshop is oriented toward the 
kind of wisdom-via-improvisation you might expect 
from a former climbing park ranger who is also a 
pilot: Always bring a headlamp with extra batteries, 
he says, but if you’re in a pinch you can use tinfoil 
to reflect light to better see inside a wound as you 
repair it.

Another tip: T-shirts boiled in water for 10 min-
utes will work if you don’t have sterile dressing 
available. Cover them with dry dressing and change 
them every one to three days. 

“Every time you pull [the packing] out, that’s when 
[your patients] don’t like you,” he says in an almost 
offhand manner. “They’re going to hurt for a min-
ute and you’re going to repack it.” 

When it’s time to demonstrate different kinds of 
sutures, Johnson handles his instruments with ease 
and emphasizes the importance of stitching togeth-
er similar tissue types: “‘Fascia to fascia, fat to fat. 
God doesn’t like people who don’t do that.’ When 
you sew, you have to recognize what you’re sewing 
together.”

After practicing running stiches and discussing the 
pros and cons of absorbable and non-absorbable 
sutures, Johnson’s workshop participants clean up. 

He shares a couple more war stories, tells them to 
buy some chicken breasts to continue practicing, 
and leaves them with a final piece of advice: “If you 
feel like a goofball when you do this, don’t worry. 
It’s normal, totally normal.” 

Wilderness Medicine Conference returns to Big Sky
Medical professionals talk heat stroke, Zika and snakebites

Lanny Johnson, a Jackson Hole, Wyo.-based Physician Assistant, demonstrates proper stitching technique on 
a chicken breast during an afternoon workshop. “When you’re closing something, as far as sutures go, less is 
more,”Johnson said. “You don’t have to make it super, ultra tight every time you close something.”

Wilderness Medicine Conference attendees practice a tree well extraction using a vacuum splint under the direction of Steve Emerson (left), Big Sky Ski 
Patrol’s Medical Supervisor. 
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A MONTH FROM 
NOW YOU’LL 
WISH YOU HAD 
STARTED TODAY

B I G  S K Y ’ S  M O S T  C O M P L E T E  W O R K O U T  FA C I L I T Y

MEADOW VILLAGE CENTER |  32 MARKETPLACE,  BIG SKY,  59716 

VISIT BIGSKYHF.COM TO SIGN UP
DAY, WEEK, & LONG TERM MEMBERSHIPS 

BY DR. JEFF DANIELS
EBS MEDICAL COLUMNIST

One of the most unique injuries we see at the Medical 
Clinic of Big Sky, an injury not seen in any other sport or 
activity, is a fracture deep inside a snowboarder’s ankle. 

Never described before snowboarding started in 
the early 90s, this injury can have devastating 

consequences if not properly diagnosed and treated. And, amazingly, few 
snowboarders know about it.

In Vail, Colo., when snowboarding was a new sport, a group of orthopedists 
observed several young men who were limping months after suffering ankle 
injuries. A majority of these injuries were on the left side, the front or lead 
foot for most snowboarders. All had X-rays taken immediately after their 
injuries, and when no obvious fracture was noted, the doctors diagnosed 
ankle sprains. 

People generally recover from sprained ankles within a week or two, but these 
patients did not. When re-evaluated several months later, X-rays showed 
a poorly healed, fractured bone deep inside the ankle. And each break was 
in the same spot: the lower, outer edge of the talus bone, one of the three 
important bones in the ankle joint.

The Vail orthopedists decided to study this phenomenon, and quickly noted 
that the mechanism of injury in the majority of these cases was related to 
a jump, or more precisely, a jump that was not landed well. The ankle pain 
and swelling was enough to get these guys to seek emergency care, and the 
ankle X-rays that were taken, even after close review, did not reveal the crush 
fractures that were noted later. 

These astute orthopedists realized that by missing these fractures, the ankle 
sustained irreversible damage because the bone fragments solidified in 
abnormal ways, leaving the ankle permanently arthritic.

The Vail doctors set up the study to identify these injuries before damage 
became irreversible. When the mechanism of injury involved a jump, and 
resulted in ankle pain and swelling in the lead foot, a CT scan was offered. 
It became apparent that even though X-rays were negative, a CT scan could 
easily demonstrate the crush injury of the bone. The doctors then determined 
that surgery would be necessary to return the ankle to normal.

Many doctors now recognize and diagnose this type of snowboarder ankle 
injury, more formally know as a fracture of the inferolateral border of the 
talus. However, I’m amazed that most snowboarders who come in with this 
injury, as well as most students and residents I teach in my clinic, have no 
clue as to what it is.

The way I recognize this injury in snowboarders, after matching the 
mechanism of the injury to the original reports, is by examining the ankle 
and finding more swelling and black and blue than what I would expect in a 
simple sprain of the same area. 

Pain is on both sides of the ankle, even though the injury is on one side. We 
perform X-rays because we sometimes see the fractures, but if we can’t, a CT 
scan of the ankle is highly recommended.

Over the years since I heard the lecture from those Vail orthopedists in 1997, 
I’ve identified this injury in about 50 snowboarders, or about three per ski 
season. If the injury would have gone undiagnosed, they all might still be 
limping today.

Dr. Jeff Daniels has been practicing medicine in Big Sky since 1994, when 
he and his family moved here from New York City. A unique program he 
implements has attracted more than 700 medical students and young doctors to 
train with the Medical Clinic of Big Sky.

The injury unique to snowboarders



Explore Big Sky26   Feb. 19 - March 3, 2016 HEALTH

BY JACKIE RAINFORD 
CORCORAN
EBS HEALTH COLUMNIST 

 

Have you ever been 

grocery shopping and 

found yourself in 

the ethnic foods aisle 

wondering how one 

incorporates seaweed into one’s diet outside of 

eating sushi? 

The next time you’re there, do yourself and 

your family a favor and pick up a bag of kombu, 

a member of the kelp family found in oceans 

around the world. It costs about $5 and will 

provide added nutrients to many meals.

Here’s how to use it: Tear off a 2-by-4-inch 

strip of kombu, and add it to your grains, 

beans, legumes or soups before you turn on the 

heat. Cook your food as usual, and the kombu 

will expand and stay intact.

As this sea vegetable cooks with your food, it 

releases essential trace minerals and vitamins 

like calcium, iron, vitamin B, vitamin A, 

potassium, magnesium, iodine and zinc to name 

a few. 

Kombu has anti-cancer and anti-inflammatory 

properties, and is alkalizing, meaning it 

balances your body’s pH so it can optimally 

perform basic functions. It also improves 

digestibility, reduces gas and bloating, and 

tenderizes grains, beans and legumes.

Once you remove the sheet of kombu after 

cooking, you’ll notice a subtle and unique 

aroma, but one that has little impact on the 

flavor and salinity of your food. 

You might also enjoy the taste and texture of 

the kombu. If so, chop it up and add it to your 

meal. If you’re eating with others who have 

a squeamish appetite, keep it on the side and 

invite them to try a small piece. 

If eating kombu isn’t for you, try feeding it to 

your dog. It’s considered a superfood for your 

furry friend, and is easy to digest. If that fails, 

add it to your compost – your soil will be better 

for it.

It’s worth noting that sea vegetables like kombu 

are an abundant source of iodine. Until the 

1920s, America had many communities that 

were iodine deficient and experienced severe 

thyroid disease. 

Our bodies don’t make iodine, so we have to 

get it from food. And without it, our thyroid 

can’t function properly.

In 1924, after the discovery that iodine 
supported healthy thyroid function, Morton 
Salt started an effective trend by adding iodine 
to table salt, which greatly reduced thyroid 
disease related to insufficient iodine.

Today, there’s much debate about iodine 
deficiency in the U.S. In recent decades, several 
factors have depleted our iodine intake. Please 
note: if you have a hyperthyroid (overactive 
thyroid) condition like Grave’s disease your 
physician may want to limit your iodine intake. 
Ask their opinion.

Kombu is easy to come by, affordable and 
has a long shelf life. Store it an airtight 
glass container at room temperature. Keep 
it near your grains, beans and legumes as a 
reminder  to add it before cooking.

Let me know how it goes. I’d love to hear about 
other unique ways you’re adding sea vegetables 

to your diet. 

Jackie Rainford Corcoran is an IIN Certified Holistic 

Health Coach, a public speaker and health activist. 

Contact her at rainfordcorcoran@gmail.com.

How seaweed can save your diet

Recently, a number of 
factors have depleted our 

iodine intake. Here are a few:
1. American’s consume large amounts of 
highly processed and salty foods, but most 
food companies don’t use iodized salt.

2. When cooking at home, many of us have 
switched to gourmet salts that have not 
been iodized.

3. Our soil has been depleted of naturally 
occurring iodine, which diminishes iodine 
levels in the plants that grow in it or the 
animals that graze on it.

Adding Kombu is a simple way to add a list of vital nutrients to your meals. CC PHOTO BY NETTIE CRONISH



Bridger Canyon Masterpiece
40.24± acres, 4 bd, 8 ba, 10,923± sf 
home, 5 fireplaces, wine room, home 
theater, bar, Incredible craftsmanship  
and attention to detail

Bridger Canyon Masterpiece, Bozeman

$7,800,000 | #183385

© 2014 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are 
registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

  DON PILOTTE, BROKER | 406.580.0155 | RANCHMT.COM

Lost Trail Retreat, Big Sky
20± acres, mid-mountain location
Outstanding building site with mtn 
views Community water system

$778,000 | #200670
Diamond Bar 7, Big Timber
2,062± acre productive ranch, 5 reservoirs,  
irrigated cropland,  owner’s residence, 
hand’s home & live water

$3,995,000 | #199289

20-60 Acre Parcels // Starting at $89,900

REAL ESTATE SALES & CONCIERGE
406.284.3200 or GallatinRiverRanch.com

3200 Nixon Gulch Road • Manhattan, MT

Ask About

Just 25 minutes from  
Downtown Bozeman

R E A L  E S TAT E  F O R  T H E
 O U T D O O R  E N T H U S I A S T.

bigskydiscoveryacademy.org    
Big Sky Town Center – 175 Aspen Leaf Dr.

406-640-2399 // tom@bigskydiscoveryacademy.org

Big Sky’s Private School

 PreK, Elementary, Middle, High School

PreK - Kinder, 
1st – 3rd, and 

4th – 6th grade 
classes.

MONTESSORI
approved 

and national 
accreditation 
grades 7-12.

NCAA
no more than 

10 students per 
teacher. 8:1 
PreK ratio.

10:1 RATIO

monthly and 
seasonal 

participation 
available.

FLEXIBLE
Nordic and 

Alpine part of 
weekly winter 
programming.

SKIING
to you and 
your child’s 

specific needs.

ADAPTABLE



BIG LIFESTYLE
Big Sky

BHHSMT.COM | 406.995.4060 | 55 LONE PEAK DRIVE | BIG SKY TOWN CENTER

© 2016 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

    DON PILOTTE broker, gri, rrs, sfr 406.580.0155 | STACY OSSORIO broker 406.539.8553 | ERIC OSSORIO broker 406.539.9553
TONI DELZER sales associate 406.570.3195 | MARC LAUERMANN sales associate, abr, sfr 406.581.8242

BRUCE WINTER sales associate 406.581.4658

MARKET PLACE
$2,200,000  |  #207397  |  Call Stacy or Eric

Fully leased and well managed mixed use building 
offering both retail and residential tenancies. Pos-
itive cash flow provides solid income stream. Mix 
of commercial and residential tenancies in this fast 
growing market. 

JACK CREEK ROAD
$13,750,000  |  #205500  |  Call Stacy or Eric

Located between Ennis and Big Sky. 1,916± 
acres, via a private gated road. The Ranch 
includes a custom log home and several other 
building locations with spectacular mountain 
vistas. Co-listed with Swan Land Co. 

TIMBERLOFT ROAD
$2,750,000  |  #208466  |  Call Don

120± acres sited in an alpine meadow overlook-
ing Big Sky. Incredible views of the resort area 
including Lone Mountain. 3 selected home sites 
each on their own 40± acre parcel. 

LOST TRAILS RETREAT, LOT 8
$778,000  |  #209887  |  Call Don

20± acre property between the Meadow and 
Mountain Villages at Big Sky! Lot has been partially 
cleared for evergreen management and to create view 
corridors. Community water system with fire flow. 

CAMP ARROWHEAD
$8,350,000  |  #208912  |  Call Stacy or Eric

25± acre Beehive Basin compound. House, 
guest house, caretaker apartment. Views to Lone 
Mountain, Andesite and Beehive. Near Big Sky 
Resort and Moonlight Basin.

SILVERADO TRAIL
$2,600,000  |  #202031  |  Call Stacy or Eric

5 Bd, 4 ba, 6,663± sf., on 4.76± wooded acres, 
views of the Spanish Peaks and Lone Mountain. 
Attention to detail with carved mantels and wood 
floors, 6 fireplaces, 3 car heated garage.  

CURLEY BEAR CONDO
$244,000  |  #204817  |  Call Stacy or Eric

Centrally located Glacier Condo in Big Sky’s Meadow 
Village near the golf course, hiking trails and cross 
country skiing. This 2 bd, 2.5 ba unit has deck and 
balcony with eastern views. 

BLACK OTTER CONDO
$210,000  |  #210222  |  Call Marc

This charming 2 bd, 1 full ba condo has a won-
derful central location in Big Sky, Adjacent to the 
Arnold Palmer designed Big Sky Golf Course, 
wood burning fireplace, exterior patio and access 
to the Silverbow pool center.

FOURPOINT RD, ANTLER RIDGE LOT
$240,000  |  #202467  |  Call Don

.35± acre ridge lot, great building site, views 
of Lone Mtn, Yellow Mtn, and canyon. One of 
the first lots sold when initially offered, rolling 
hillside topography with community W/S.

TBD GALLATIN ROAD
$195,000  |  #210717  |  Call Don

Perfect spot for a Bed & Breakfast, can 
construct multiple homes on this property.

10 ROSE BUD LOOP
$995,000  |  #205310  |  Call Stacy or Eric

Furnished, Powder Ridge Cabin w/ direct Ski In-
Ski Out access: In from the Bozeman Trail and 
Ski Out access to the White Otter Lift. 3 levels, 
with 2,567± sf of livable area, 4 bd, 3 ba with a 
detached one car garage.

BEAVER CREEK WEST, LOT 13
$499,000  | #195161  | Call Don  

20± acres, spectacular views, located on gentle 
slope, private driveway, ideal for a new home, 
well is drilled, short distance to NFS land/trails.



A great opportunity to own your own businesses, The Black Bear Bar 
and Grill and C&P Grocery Store as well as the commercial property 
and building in BIG SKY, MT. The building which is approximately 
5000+/- sf has a 1700+/- sf, four-bedroom
two-bath upstairs apartment. Multiple parking 
spaces available in front of each of the 
businesses. On the bus route and next to 
numerous residential complexes, the com-
bined businesses off er huge opportunity 
for the savvy investor/owner. Agent owned.
$795,000 | MLS# 200083

Anne MacKenzie
Sales Associate, ABR, GRI

406.223.1095
anne.mackenzie@prumt.com
2001 Stadium Drive, Suite# A
      Bozeman, Montana 59715

A member of the franchise system BHHS Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

LTDrealestate.com | 406.995.2800

REAL, LOCAL KNOWLEDGE THAT WORKS FOR YOU.

Scan to go to our website

Summit Hotel Unit 10,401
2 bedroom / 3 bath / 1307 sq ft
$430,000

Village Center #271
1 bath studio / 463 sq ft
$299,000

Spanish Peaks Mountain Club
TBD Eagle View Trail, +/- 1.08 acres
$875,000

36 Center Lane
Big Sky MT 59716
jim.woods@nailandmark.com
406 640 2860
nailandmark.com

Unit 1
• 1,792 Square Feet
• $20/SF  + NNN
• Ample Parking
• High traffic area

36 Center Lane
2 Units For Lease

Unit 2
• 1,018 Square Feet
• $20/SF  + NNN
• Retail Potential
• Ample Parking

Local experts. Global resources.
Find all NAI Landmark listings on Loopnet.com and NAILandmark.com.
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Buck Ridge Lodge / Gallatin Canyon 
3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms
4,144 SQ FT / 18.67ACRES
Snowmobile access to Buck Ridge and Forest Service land
$839,000

Lot 3 & 3A Windy Pass / Gallatin Canyon
5.63 ACRES
Recreational property with horses allowed 
$399,900

Snowmobile Properties

330 Beaver Mountain Trail  /Gallatin Canyon
4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms 
2,293 SQ FT.  / 2.95 ACRES
Excellent mountain views and recreational access
$795,000

Homestead at the Beacon / Butte, MT
640 ACRES
Excellent big game habitat
$1,650,000

REDUCED PRICE

PHOTO BY OUTLAW PARTNERS
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Luxury Ski Properties

Treehouse Condo at Warren Miller Lodge*/ Yellowstone Club
4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms / 2,191 SQ FT
Unbeatable location as the only condo available in the Warren Miller Lodge
$8,900,000

River Runs Through It* / Yellowstone Club
7 bedrooms, 10 bathrooms
13,349 SQ FT / 2.88 ACRES
The largest ski-in, ski-out home available at Yellowstone Club
$13,000,000

PHOTO BY RYAN DAY THOMPSON

Cascade Lot 287A /Big Sky Mountain
1.04 ACRES
Double ski access lot with Lone Peak view
$529,000

REDUCED PRICE

Mountain Selah / Big Sky Mountain
5 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms
4,574 SQ FT / 1.07 ACRES
Ski access home near Big Sky Resort base area
$1,350,000



Lot 86 Andesite Ridge Road* / Yellowstone Club 
2.64 ACRES
Breathtaking views combined with both Nordic and Alpine ski access
$3,300,000

Spanish Peaks Club Condo #44 / Big Sky Meadow
2 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms + bonus room
2,140 SQ FT
Lone Peak Views and trail access
$549,900

Nordic Ski & Snowshoe Properties

214 W. Pine Cone Terrace  / Big Sky Meadow
4 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms 
4,268 SQ FT.  / .75 ACRES
End of cul-de-sac location
$1,395,000

Kandahar / Big Sky Mountain
Main home: 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms / 5,409 SQ FT
Guest home: 3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms / 2,165 SQ FT
Stunning creekside location in Beehive Basin
$3,450,000
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REDUCED PRICE

NEW LISTING

PHOTO BY OUTLAW PARTNERS
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Section 3: 
ENVIRONMENT & OUTDOORS

Whitebark pine in danger p. 34 Eddy Line: Winter streamers  p. 41 Dining with a fox p. 46

BY TODD WILKINSON
EBS ENVIRONMENTAL 

COLUMNIST

Alex Diekmann and 

I were the same age, 

living on the same 

street, raising kids that 

went to the same schools. No dear friend gave 

me more grief for being a writing hermit and 

I loved him for it. He died from a rare form of 

cancer Feb. 1 and would’ve turned 53 on Feb. 10. 

In the highest public sense, at least in the 

way we like to exalt ourselves as being 

good neighbors, engaged citizens, patriotic 

Americans, and joint stakeholders concerned 

for the future of our country and the world our 

kids inherit, what does “in perpetuity” mean? 

Alex delighted in providing answers by taking 

you to places on maps, reminding that you-me-

we hold title to the deed.

Diekmann was lesser known to folks beyond 

Bozeman. But the work he did as an unrivaled 

dealmaker with the Trust for Public Land in 

Greater Yellowstone and the northern Rockies 

was extraordinary.

As his wife, Lisa, says, passion for his job was 

only slightly less than the protective ardor he 

held for his boys, Logan and Liam. 

Diekmann graduated from Yale University 

where he was a nationally ranked varsity 

swimmer, and went on to earn Master of 

Business Administration from UCLA. Along 

the way, he worked on Wall Street and 

brokered commercial real estate in Seattle. 

He could’ve easily become a cocky fast-lane 

hotshot; instead, he discovered that public 

land protection was far more personally 

rewarding. 

Ten years ago, I was hiking with Alex and his 

then 8-year-old son Logan, through a rugged 

valley south of Big Sky called the Taylor Fork 

in the Madison Mountains.

The drainage functions as an irreplaceable 

ancient passageway for wildlife in southwest 

Montana, especially as huge numbers of elk 

move east to west seasonally between the 

Gallatin Range and Madison Valley. A few days 

prior to our arrival, the state had counted 11 

grizzlies and later documented wolf packs.  

Someday soon, the Taylor Fork could become 

home to a resident herd of wild bison migrating 

from Yellowstone. 

“Isn’t this place great,” Alex said. “We’re 

standing at the spot where it all comes 

together.”

“Who owns this land, Dad?” Logan asked.

“You do,” Alex said. “We do. We all do.”

That day I was researching a story about a 

complicated series of private land purchases 

and exchanges with the Forest Service which 

Alex was instrumental in executing. The 

deals consolidated the Taylor Fork into 

public ownership, preventing it from being 

checkerboarded with development.

We vowed that we would return to the Taylor 

Fork with Logan and Liam when Alex’s 

boys became our age. The Taylor Fork alone 

would’ve been career defining, but it was just 

Alex’s start in making really big things happen. 

As important as that remarkable drainage is as 

a crossroads, it was Diekmann who to all of us 

represented our confluence. 

Dick Dolan, TPL’s regional director, says 

Alex in 16 years oversaw 55 projects as chief 

manager that cumulatively preserved more 

than 100,000 public acres.

Rancher Jeff Laszlo, who collaborated with 

Diekmann in protecting O’Dell Creek on 

the family’s Granger Ranches, an important 

wetland and trout-spawning tributary to the 

Madison River, says the multiple deals Alex 

forged there solidified the Madison Valley as a 

miracle of open space protection in the West.  

Flyfisherman and conservationist Craig 

Mathews says Alex’s deeds may be unsung 

but he ranks among the greatest public land 

protectors ever in our region.

Whitefish, Mont. Mayor John Muhlfeld cites 

Diekmann’s recent involvement in working 

with Stoltze Land and Lumber Co. to protect 

his town’s source of drinking water in Haskell 

Basin near Glacier National Park.  

Alan Front, one of Diekmann’s former TPL 

colleagues and a national authority on the 

federal Land and Water Conservation Fund, 

said Alex, by force of personality, financial 

savvy and charming persuasion, got land deals 

completed that no one else could. 

His fans included the late U.S. Sen. Craig 

Thomas of Wyoming, who worked with 

Diekmann to safeguard Devil’s Canyon Ranch 

on the western flanks of Wyoming’s Bighorn 

Mountains, and former U.S. Sen. Conrad 

Burns of Montana.

“So often you read about intractable 

environmental problems,” Alex said as we 

wandered the Taylor Fork a decade ago. “But 

what’s happening with protection of wildlife 

corridors in the greater Yellowstone region is 

about finding win-win solutions. We still have 

a lot of work to do, but I’m optimistic. You 

have to be optimistic if you want to accomplish 

anything worthwhile.”

Diekmann the conservationist wasn’t seeking 

immortality or accolades for his efforts; he 

believed in public lands and the public having 

access to them in perpetuity. He invited us 

to know and act upon the power of thinking 

beyond generations for the public good. He 

showed us what selfless perpetuity means.

Montana journalist Todd Wilkinson has been 

writing his column, “The New West,” for the 

Jackson Hole News & Guide for nearly 30 years. 

Going forward, the New West will also appear 

weekly in the printed or online versions of 

Explore Big Sky. Look for it here.

The New West
Remembering a true hero of public lands

“...We still have a lot 
of work to do, but 
I’m optimistic. You 
have to be optimistic 
if you want to 
accomplish anything 
worthwhile.”
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BY JESSIE WIESE
EBS CONTRIBUTOR

Whitebark pine is a hardy, five-needled conifer classified as a stone pine that 
grows on aspects and high elevations where other species cannot survive. It’s 
a familiar sight in the Big Sky area, but several environmental threats are now 
challenging its ubiquity.  

Known by its scientific name Pinus albicaulis, the whitebark is a candidate 
species for the Endangered Species Act and may be danger of extinction 
within two to three generations. Indeed, field research conducted by the U.S. 
Geological Survey’s Northern Rocky Mountain Science center, showed that 
whitebark pine is functionally extinct in more than a third of its range in 
northern Rocky Mountain ecosystems.

It’s been heavily impacted during the last several years – threats to the spe-
cies include habitat loss; mortality from white pine blister rust; fire and fire 
suppression; the inability to manage the species across large landscapes; and 
the mountain pine beetle.

The pine beetle epidemic has now subsided after impacting an estimated 95 
percent of stands in the Greater Yellowstone, 50 percent of which have com-
plete overstory mortality, according to Ellen Jungck, subcommittee chair for 
the Greater Yellowstone’s Coordinating Committee Whitebark Pine group.

The species is well-known throughout the region due to its relationship to cli-
mate change, grizzly bears, and threats from disease. It is known as a “keystone 
species” that helps facilitate the health of several other species in the area. 

“[Whitebark pine] helps hold water longer in the season by slowing [the] pro-
cess of snowmelt, [and] provides site amelioration, allowing other key species 
like spruce and fir establish,” Jungck said. 

The tree also reduces soil erosion by quickly regenerating after fire and other 
disturbances, and provides food for many birds and mammals – it’s a key 
dietary staple for grizzly bears. 

One of the most complex issues of whitebark pine restoration is that the 
species is mainly located at high elevations on federal lands, which can make 
research and management difficult. Maintaining communities requires a coor-
dinated effort across federal, state and other land management agencies. 
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Whitebark pine: 
A species in turmoil 

continued on pg. 35

A close up of white bark pine. CC PHOTO BY MIGUEL VIEIRA
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“Often agencies will resort to helicoptering 
the trees in for restoration efforts, which leads 
to massive expense,” said Jungck, referencing 
volunteer groups like the Jenny Lake Climbing 
Rangers in Grand Teton National Park, which 
have been enlisted to assist in the efforts. 

“Finding funding for these projects can be 
challenging, [because] the area they are trying 
to cover is huge,” Jungck added. 

Another challenge is that many whitebark forests 
exist in wilderness or wilderness study areas 
where ecosystems are not managed at all, in accor-
dance with federal guidelines.

Outside of these wilderness areas, land managers 
in the most highly impacted regions of whitebark 
pine ranges are using several restoration tech-
niques including protecting mature cone-produc-
ing trees from wildfire; protecting potentially 
blister rust-resistant trees from mountain pine 
beetles; planting seedlings in accessible, competi-
tion-free areas; and in some cases removing com-
peting tree species from whitebark pine stands.

The Big Sky area has a unique opportunity to 
work with the species due to private landowner-
ship over a large whitebark pine range. And the 
environmental team at the Yellowstone Club, a 
private residential community located in Big Sky, 
is one land manager taking an active approach. 

Since 2009, with help from consulting foresters, 
the Y.C. has been working on seeding and seed-
plant restoration as well as thinning less desirable 
species within the whitebark pine communities. 
The team is also treating whitebarks in key areas 
with verbenone flakes, an anti-aggregating phero-
mone that tells beetles a tree is off limits.

“The effort started out of our curiosity over 
whitebark mortality due to the mountain pine 
beetle outbreak, and it created a partnership 
with several agencies,” said Rich Chandler, the 
environmental manager for the Yellowstone 
Club, referring to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Forest Service, Department of 
Natural Resources Council, and foresters and 
entomologists from Montana State University. 

“It can take years for these groups to get 
approval on public lands and we were able 
to allow them access to start research right 
away during the peak of the mountain pine 
beetle outbreak,” Chandler said.  

In 2015 alone the Y.C. contributed more than 
$100,000 toward whitebark pine research and 
management on its property.  

The club’s environmental team is currently 
mapping, taking inventory and thinning white-
bark pine areas slated for future recreational 
and residential development. This includes 
more than 65 study plots over a 200-acre area in 
whitebark-specific habitat.  

The effort focuses on understanding the spe-
cies’ history, density and composition to best 
influence future management practices and es-
tablish guidelines for low-impact development.

Even with the existing threats to the species, 
Jungck has hope for the future of whitebark. 

“Do I think white bark pine is doomed to 
extinction?” Jungck said. “No, I think that 
climate change predictions are showing decline 
but restoration activities can be maintained on 
the landscape.”

ENVIRONMENT

What can you do if you 
have whitebark pine on 
your property? Brad Bauer, 
an MSU/Gallatin County 
resource extension agent, 
shares some tips:

• Reduce risk of wildfire

• Thin out competitors

• Create microclimate areas for seed 
establishment 

• In late June, place two verbenone 
packets on the north side of the tree 
10 feet aboveground 

• Prune branches that are infected 
with whitebark pine blister rust

continued from pg. 34
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BY EMILY LOCKARD
EBS CONTRIBUTOR

Cheatgrass has gained notoriety in the West, with 
concern about the invasive weed Japanese brome 
trailing behind. But the new invasive weed in the 
area is ventenata, or Ventenata dubia, a grass that 
hails from southern Europe, western Asia and 
northern Africa. 

While its spread is not as vast in Montana yet, 
ventenata has found its way to parts of Gallatin 
County. In other states it’s been known to out-
compete cheatgrass and take over – a solution for 
our cheatgrass problem? Not necessarily. 

Cheatgrass and Japanese brome, both native to 
Eurasia, and ventenata are all winter annual grass-
es. Like winter wheat, they germinate in the fall 
and start growing when the snow melts. Where 
desirable grasses don’t take hold, invasive species 
like cheatgrass, Japanese brome and ventenata can 
take advantage of the lack of competition.

These grasses take up soil moisture and nutrients 
all plants compete for, but since they start grow-
ing earlier in the spring, they can take over before 
other grasses have a chance to compete. Cheat-
grass and Japanese brome have their own unique 
role in a changing fire regime, and cheatgrass is a 
perpetual problem in winter cropping systems, 
especially those that don’t have rotations to 
counter the cheatgrass growth cycle. 

Ventenata is coming into play in the West because 
like other invasive species, it takes advantage of 
disturbed, bare ground and plant communities 
that are struggling to compete from overgrazing 
or drought. Other states experiencing an influx of 
ventenata have found it can be even more invasive 
than cheatgrass. 

While cheatgrass is palatable to grazing livestock 
in the early spring and fall before plants turn 
purplish brown, it doesn’t appear that ventenata 
is very palatable. High levels of silica prevent it 
from being a desirable grass for grazing animals, 
but while there is some evidence it may be palat-
able early in spring, more research is needed. 

Proper identification is key if you suspect any of 
these grasses are on your property. Early spring 
identification can be difficult with any grass, but 
especially ventenata, so summer identification is 
easier and possibly more accurate. 

Ventenata is typically 6-27 inches tall and with 
a tawny to light yellow color. Key characteristics 
include reddish-black nodes in May and June, and 
upper awns that are twisted and bent in July and 
August. Often it looks similar to cheatgrass.

If you identify undesirable winter annual grasses, 
flag them off or mark the area with GPS points so 
it’s easy to identify their location in early spring. 
Other ventenata control options are limited due 
to a lack of research in this newly spreading grass. 
Other states have found that Imazapic applied in 
the fall to semi-dormant perennial grass stands 
has been effective, followed by an application of 
nitrogen fertilizer that can help perennial grass-
es recover from herbicide damage and be more 
competitive. 

To prevent ventanata’s arrival, maintain healthy 
grasslands and reduce introduction by ensuring 
you don’t bring contaminated hay to your place.

For more resources read the MontGuide “Cheat-
grass: Identification, Biology and Integrate Man-
agement” and Weed Post “Ventenata” from August 
2013, or call Emily Lockard at the MSU Extension 
– Gallatin County office (406) 388-3213.

Ventenata: Invasive weed takes root in Gallatin County

• WATER DAMAGE RESTORATION
• CUSTOM REMODEL
• MAINTENANCE
• INTERIOR PAINTING

PristineBigSky.com  |  406.624.3323

Your premier restoration, remodel & maintenance company in 
Big Sky with over 50 years of combined experience in many trades.

No job is too small! 
We service both 
commercial and 
residential projects

Ventenata, an invasive grass that’s becoming established in parts of 
Gallatin County, is taking over some plots of land that were previously 
overgrown with cheatgrass. PHOTO BY MATT LAVIN 
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BY MATT VOLZ
ASSOCIATED PRESS

HELENA (AP) – Montana Gov. Steve 
Bullock on Feb. 9 suspended the work of 
a panel appointed to address new federal 
carbon dioxide emissions rules after the U.S. 
Supreme Court temporarily blocked the key 
component of President Barack Obama’s 
climate change plan.

Montana is one of 27 states suing to halt 
implementation of Obama’s Clean Power 
Plan. The Supreme Court ruled to block 
enforcement of the plan while the litigation 
is pending.

Under the federal plan, Montana faced the steep-
est cuts to its emissions rates of any state – 47 per-
cent by 2030 compared to 2012 levels – to meet 
the target set by the Environmental Protection 
Agency. Nationwide, the Clean Power Plan aims 
to cut emissions by 32 percent by 2030.

The Democratic governor has previously 
said the Montana cuts were unfair, but 
the state had to move ahead with planning 
for them. In November, he appointed an 
advisory council to begin shaping a plan and 

to justify extending to 2018 the deadline for 
submitting that plan.

On Tuesday, Bullock said he was putting the 
advisory council’s work on hold.

“What we cannot put on hold, however, 
is the need to address climate change and 
embrace Montana’s energy future, and I am 
committed to ensuring we do so on our own 
terms,” he said in a statement.

Attorney General Tim Fox, who made the 
decision to join the multi-state lawsuit, 
called the Supreme Court’s decision a victory 
and the first step toward getting the new 
regulations nullified.

“Today’s ruling will prevent Montana 
families, energy workers, businesses and 
public agencies from bearing the burden 
of regulations that we believe will be 
overturned ultimately,” he said.

The Supreme Court’s freeze on the Clean 
Power Plan will very likely last through the 
November elections, in which Bullock and 
Fox are both seeking second terms. That may 
ease the pressure of what has already become 

a politicized issue.

Bullock’s Republican opponent, Greg 
Gianforte, had made his opposition to the 
federal regulations part of his campaign. 
Other opponents seized on a University of 
Montana study funded by NorthWestern 
Energy to blast the federal plan.

The study by the university’s Bureau of 
Business and Economic Research analyzed 
the economic effects of shutting down all 
four units of the Colstrip power plant – the 
second-largest coal-fired plant in the West 
– to comply with the Clean Power Plan. The 
study found a shutdown would have serious 
repercussions for the town of Colstrip and for 
the state’s economy.

Researchers acknowledged a complete 
shutdown was only one possible scenario.

Regardless of the federal rules, the 
future of Colstrip’s two oldest units is 
already threatened. Pending legislation in 
Washington state written by the Colstrip 
co-owner Puget Sound Energy could lead to 
their shutdown.

Bullock suspends work of Clean Power Plan panel after ruling

americanavalancheassociation.org

Inspire / Educate / Network

The American Avalanche Association promotes 
and supports professionalism and excellence 
in avalanche safety, education, and research in 
the United States.

KEVIN WRIGHT
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BY PATRICK STRAUB
EBS FISHING COLUMNIST

 

When my wife and I 
first started dating, I 
knew her father fished. 
Each Christmas Day 
the two would venture 

to the Bighorn River. And as if being vetted, my 
first Christmas with her family involved loading 
up in the big truck and heading to the river. 

Cut to the scene: ankle deep snow crunched 
under our boots while we rigged up. My cold 
fingers are futzing around an indicator, two 
size twenty flies, some split shot, and several 
spools of tippet. Her father ties on one fly, a 
black Woolly Bugger, and has made five casts 
before my pack is even strapped to my waist. 

“Oh! There was one,” he shouts. “Had a good 
strike.” A minute or so later, “Another hit. 
They’re on it today.” 

“Nice work dad,” the 
woman I hope to marry 
exclaims. 

I finally get my line in 
the water, and on my first 
drift see the indicator stop 
mid-drift. I set the hook. 
A buttery Bighorn brown 
comes to hand. I say nothing 
and no one acknowledges 
anything. 

“Oh yeah! Another hit!” my 
potential father-in-law yells. 

When fishing in winter, 
nymphing below an 
indicator will get it done, 
but fishing streamers is a 
lot of fun. Here’s some help 
with wintertime streamer 
fishing.

Less is more. This cliché, like a Prince 
Nymph, is used way too often. But for 
streamers in winter, it rings true. Tie and use 
patterns that are sparser than you’d use in 
spring or fall. Keep color variations simple – 
mostly black, brown or olive. Lots of colors, 
articulated hooks, and gaudy heads look sexy 
in the fly bins, but save those patterns for later 
in the season. 

Weight the fly, not the hook. If you tie your 
flies, add weight to the fly itself. If you buy 
your flies, ask the shop clerk if the fly has 

weight built in. A fly that’s already weighted 
will sink faster and act more natural in the 
current. Adding weight to your leader creates 
a slight pull on the tippet, which creates an 
unnatural action. If you must add weight, 
add it as close to the fly as possible, being 
careful not to crimp the knot that connects 
fly to tippet. 

Dead-drift and swing more than strip. For 
many this is a big adjustment. Trout, and 
the baitfish they eat, are lethargic in winter. 
Rarely will a trout swim far to eat, even for a 
baitfish. Refine your dead-drifting tactics by 
keeping your line hand engaged at all times in 
case of a strike, and always allow your fly to 
swing up and out of the drift before casting 
again. While dead-drifting watch your fly 
line as your indicator: if it moves unnaturally 
or stops, give a small trip, if feels tight, set 
the hook. 

Short strikes are common. Trout will often 
strike violently at prey, but not always commit 
to eating it immediately. Once a baitfish is 
stunned then it’s consumed. If you miss a strike, 
resist stripping faster. Stop stripping all together 
or slowly strip. Feel for resistance or a soft hit. 
Many streamer anglers catch wintertime fish on 
the second take, not the first. 

Refine your tackle selection. Shorter and 
stouter leaders are essential. A shorter leader 
will give you more control to drop the fly 
closer to bank-side structure or under an 

overhanging branch. Consider a sinking leader 
or a sink-tip fly line. On the Gallatin a sinking 
leader will get the job done, but for a larger 
river like the Yellowstone or Lower Madison, a 
sink-tip is helpful. 

Choose your location wisely. Being mobile 
on freestones and smaller rivers is important. 
Predatory trout on a freestone river are more 
impulsive than on a spring creek or tailwater. 
Once you’ve worked a run or a hole, move 
on to the next one. This will also help you 
keep warm. On a spring creek or tailwater, 
consider patience over real estate. The way 
my now father-in-law fishes the Bighorn is 
a great example: he will fish the same run 
multiple times and catch plenty of fish using 
the same pattern – a weighted black Woolly 
Bugger. 

Simplicity in the wintertime streamer 
game goes a long way. It may feel a little old 

school to fish a single fly on a short leader, 
but it’s good to keep your fishing simple. 
Sometimes understanding the opposite sex is 
complicated enough. 

Pat Straub is the author of six books, including 
The Frugal Fly Fisher, Montana On The Fly, 
and Everything You Always Wanted to Know 
About Fly Fishing. Along with his wife, owns 
Gallatin River Guides in Big Sky and operates 
the Montana Fishing Guide School and the 
Montana Women’s Fly Fishing School.

Strippin’ in the snow
Fishing streamers in winter

Simple streamers, like the time-tested Clouser Minnow, are your best choice for wintertime streamer fishing in the Big Sky and Bozeman area. PHOTO COURTESY OF GALLATIN RIVER GUIDES



Holmes Construction

Licensed and Insured
JimHolmesConstruction@gmail.com 

Big Sky, MT

Jim Holmes - General Contractor

(406) 581 - 9427

• New Construction
• Remodeling
• Kitchens & Baths
• Additions

• Decks
• Skidsteer & Gradall
• Tile
• All Types of Home Repair

77 Aspen Leaf Dr. Unit 14B | Big Sky, MT 
406.995.BUDS (2837)

• Organic Products

• Edibles / Tinctures

• Pectin Strips

• High CBD Medical Products

• Vaporizer Oil Pens

• THC Infused Salves & Creams

• Delivery Available

• Veteran Discounts

• Open 7 days a week

Learn more at: montanabuds.com



WE DELIVER 406.995.2305
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 7AM-10PM
CHECK OUT OUR MENU: 
BIGSKYBLUEMOONBAKERY.COM
LOCATED IN WESTFORK PLAZA MALL  
BIG SKY, MONTANA

TRY A BENNY FOR BREAKFAST

Help Enrich the lives
of Big Sky Kids!

Want to be a “Camp Angel”?
Please donate today & send a Big Sky youth to camp!  

Women In Action provides access 
and support to programs that   

improve the well-being of children 
and families in our under-served 

rural Big Sky community.

Women In Action–Camp Angels
PO Box 161143
47855 Gallatin Road, Unit #1
Big Sky, MT 59716

Please complete this form & send your donation to: 

I WANT to be a Camp Angel!
Name  __________________________________
Phone __________________________________
Address_________________________________
E-mail __________________________________
$10____  $25____ $50____ $100____ Other____

(406) 209-7098info@wiabigsky.org

Women In Action offers winter and summer camp              
scholarships to children of local families who meet financial 

criteria set forth by Heathly Montana Kids standards. 
These camps provide children with a place to explore new 

adventures, learn fundamental skills, and provide a safe and 
positive environment to grow and expand their potential.  

Or Donate Online at: www.wiabigsky.org



406-993-2510  •  169 Snowy Mountain Circle  •  Big Sky, Montana

santoshabigsky.com

Bringing you closer to Santosha (contentment) today...

yoga
massage

acupuncture

chiropractic
ayurveda

thai massage

5:45-7:00pm
Weekend Wind Down 

All Levels Yoga

9:00-10:15am
All Levels Yoga

6:00-7:15pm
All Levels Yoga

7:00-8:00am
All Levels Yoga
8:15-9:15am 

Pilates
9:30-10:45am
All Levels Yoga
5:30-6:30pm

Barre
6:45-7:45pm

All Levels Adult Ballet

7:30-8:30am
All Levels Yoga

9:00-10:15am
All Levels Yoga

Noon-1:00
All Levels Yoga

4:30-5:30pm
Apres Ski Yoga

8:15-9:15am 
Pilates

9:30-10:45am
All Levels Yoga

5:30-6:30pm
Pi-Yo

8:30-9:30am
Level II Yoga

10:30-11:30am
Yin/Restorative Yoga

9:00-10:15am
Ashtanga/Vinyasa 

Flow
All Levels Yoga

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

workshops & special events 

a weekend Workshop with 
Kishan Shah
February 19- - 21st 

Friday 6-8 p.m. 
Saturday 4-6 p.m.
Sunday 9-11:30 a.m.

48 Market Place | Big Sky, MT 59716
406.995.3939 | LonePeakBrewery.com

The brewery is calling... and I must go!

Food Served from 11am~10pm
Raw Wednesdays 12pm~3pm

Food Served from 11am~10pm
Raw Wednesdays 12pm~3pm

Happy Hour 2pm~4pm Everyday! Fresh Seafood Events, Live Music & More!!Happy Hour 2pm~4pm Everyday! Fresh Seafood Events, Live Music & More!!

Call today to reserve

 a spot for our

King Crab & Ribs 

Valentine's Dinner!

Feb 24th
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Despite warm February temps, an 18-inch cold 
smoke snowstorm on Feb. 2 and 3, as well as 
smaller wet storms kept Bridger Bowl’s base 
depth holding at 5 feet when EBS went to 
press Feb. 17.

The ridge terrain should be prime when com-
petitors drop in for the Bridger Gully Freeride 
on Saturday, Feb. 20. Beginning at 10:30 a.m., 
60 skiers and snowboarders will have one run 

to show the judges their talents as they pick the spiciest line they’re willing 
to shred. 

An awards ceremony will be held at 4 p.m. in the Jim Bridger Lodge where 
the top three male and female finishers will receive cash prizes. Groove Wax 
will perform live music after the winners have been crowned. 

On Saturday, Feb. 27, Bridger will host the Terrain Park Jam, a slopestyle 
competition with two judged runs. Race day registration is from 8:30-10 
a.m. in the Jim Bridger Lodge, where the awards ceremony and live music by 
Milton Menasco will be held at 4 p.m. 

The skiing at Bridger gets better with every storm and there’s no better time 
to ski Bozeman’s community-owned ski area.  – T.A.

OUTDOORS

Word from the Resorts
Giving you the news directly from the region's top ski resorts

BY JENNIE WHITE
GRAND TARGHEE RESORT MARKETING MANAGER

If you haven’t skied Grand Targhee yet, 
here’s one more reason to make the trip: USA 
Today’s Top 10 Readers’ Choice Awards has 
placed Grand Targhee in the top 10 ski resorts 
in North America. In fact, we are good ol’ 

lucky number seven! 

Mountain conditions continue to be incredible and the view of the Teton 
Range never ceases to amaze. Whether you’re a skier, rider, snowshoer or 
fat biker, it’s time to pack the car and hit the road to Grand Targhee.

Stay slopeside and enjoy 20 percent off your room when you arrive Sun-
day through Tuesday. With over 2,600 acres of terrain, 15 kilometers of 
groomed Nordic trails and 4-plus miles of fat bike singletrack, you’re sure 
to find fun for everyone.
 
Top off a day exploring Targhee’s trails with events slated for the next two 
weeks that are not to be missed. You’ll find the best après in Alta, Wyo., at 
the Trap Bar and Grill with Blaze and Kelly, The Dirt Road Band and The 
Nate Robinson Band. 

Looking to throw down and win great prizes and some cash? Don’t miss 
the Slopestyle Terrain Park event Feb. 28 and the Big Mountain Telemark 
Competition March 4–6. 

Visit grandtarghee.com for more information.

Come down to Lone Mountain Ranch 

on Saturday, Feb. 27 to participate in a 

resurrected Big Sky classic, the Mad Wolf 

Winter Relay. The race was popular for about 

10 years in the 70s and 80s before falling by 

the wayside. LMR and Big Sky Resort are 

teaming up to bring it back.

Competitors will start with a downhill segment on Andesite Mountain, 

cruise into a Nordic middle section, with a fat bike to the finish at LMR where 

the Hooligans will play live music from 4–6 p.m. in the saloon. Dressing up 

for the relay is encouraged and the best costume will receive a prize. 

Big Sky’s own Jeremy Harder will serve as master of ceremonies for the 

awards presentation. Competitors and spectators who bring a donation for the 

Gallatin Valley Food Bank receive a complimentary craft beer or soft drink.

Mark your calendars for the Glide and Gorge on Sunday, March 6, a 

fundraiser for the Ophir School Council/PTO where participants feast on a 

four-course meal and burn it off with a 3-mile cross-country ski or snowshoe. 

Gastronomical offerings include a charcuterie platter with wine pairings, a 

dessert station with s’mores and schnapps, and a barbecue and chili sampling. 

Bust out a cape for the occasion as this year’s theme is superheroes.  - A.E.  

Call (406) 995-4734 to register for either event and visit lonemountainranch.

com for more information on the ranch. 

BY SHELBY THORLACIOUS
BIG SKY RESORT SALES AND MARKETING OFFICE MANAGER

Mother Nature brought snow and warmer 

temperatures that made for great skiing 

in early February. More snow is in the 

forecast with plenty of season left to 

check new lines off the bucket list.

Saturday, Feb. 20 is the resort’s 

13th annual Dummy Jump and the launch starts at 2 p.m. on Ambush 

Headwall. And on Saturday, Feb. 27 the Madwolf Winter Relay, a 

multisport team event, will start at Big Sky Resort and finish at Lone 

Mountain Ranch.

 

Steep and deep skiers who are looking to take their skills to the next 

level can sign up for the Dan Egan Steeps Camps. Starting March 3, 

you can partake in three days of guided and individualized instruction. 

A second session will be offered the weekend of March 10. 

To sign up for the camp, contact Mountain Snowsports at (406) 995-5743. 

Visit bigskyresort.com/events for more information on upcoming events.
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Photo Essay:
Breakfast with a Yellowstone foxy lady

1) Waiting for breakfast … her eyes closed, her audio senses focused, this fox’s ground-probing ears are fully 
deployed listening for giveaway sounds under the snowpack. PHOTOS BY STEVE FULLER

2) Up! She hears a sound in the underworld …  between the snowpack and the earth where rodents are active 
throughout the winter.

3) Launch … Gravity’s rainbow … maximum ballistic velocity for deep snow penetration.

4) Boom! She pierces through the ceiling (from the vole’s perspective) to snare her quarry. 5) The misfortune of one sustains the other. Sometimes we eat, other times we are eaten …
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Tim Kent
Commercial Lender and Branch Manager

O: 406.556.3215 | C: 406.223.9573 
tkent@bigskybank.com

Brett Evertz
Real Estate Loan Officer

55 Lone Peak Drive | Big Sky, Montana

O: 406.556.3214 | C: 406.629.0132 
bevertz@bigskybank.com    NMLS #523473

Member FDIC   Equal Housing Lender

AMUSE-BOUCHE
Amuse-bouche refers to an appetizer, and by French translation 

means, “to entertain the mouth.” It offers a glimpse into what you 
should expect from a meal. Also it’s free, compliments of the chef.

BY SCOTT MECHURA
EBS FOOD COLUMNIST

Some time ago, I wrote about food TV, and what it’s 
done to bring chefs into the light. From the über-tal-
ented to the wildly entertaining, and to cupcakes and 
desserts getting recognition by the hour, we have 
finally arrived. Some chefs have even been elevated to 
celebrity status. 

But with this sweet fame and exposure to our industry and craft, there is a 
bitter side. 

A few weeks ago, Switzerland, along with the rest of the world, lost one of 
the world’s greatest chefs when Benoît Violier took his own life in his home. 
Those closest to him said he carried a tremendous amount of stress over the 
fear of potentially losing a Michelin star. 

In 1991, Bernard Loiseau, a French chef who had achieved the coveted 3-star 
rating from the Michelin Red Guide, killed himself shortly after the very 
guide that named him among the best in the world downgraded him from 19 
out of 20 points, to 17 out of 20.

We know that suicide is a product of depression, and that this disease ulti-
mately assists in the decision to take one’s life. But it seems these chefs, as 
well as countless others the world may have never heard of, take their own 
lives while at the top of their game, and cite an external, social pressure for 
their ultimate demise.  

I am not on Facebook. I am not on Twitter. I am, however, on LinkedIn. I love 
it for networking and having conversations with others in my profession. I be-
long to several LinkedIn groups, some of which have thousands of members 
while others have less than 100. 

One such group is called Cutting Edge Chefs. We’re small in numbers but 
vast in our opinions, I assure you. We talk about everything from how to 
season the perfect steak to why some bands are not in the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame. 

As we branch off and private message within our group, we form intimate 
bonds and friendships having never met each other face-to-face: something 
we considered unlikely before the tsunami that is social media came along.

A couple weeks ago our group lost one its founding members, Matthew 
McNulty, to suicide. He was 45 years old, a father and a chef. 

Matty, as he was called, and I spoke often both in the group and also privately. 
When we would get involved in a heated group discussion and the tempera-
tures would rise, Matty and I gravitated toward one other, and backed each 
other in almost every situation. Thanks to social media, we were fairly close, 
having never met in person.

As with virtually all suicide cases, depression is to blame. But those closer 
to Matty spoke in unison about the unprecedented stresses of his latest job: 
the physical demands, the economical demands, but most of all, the social 
demands placed on him and his craft. 

There is a saying, “The wind blows the same for all of us, but it is how you set 
your sail that determines where you go.” We all choose our own career path, 
and could ostensibly get out at any time. But many of us also know we choose 
what we choose because of love, passion and talent. 

We, as chefs, want so badly to please you, the guest. It’s why many of us are 
here. I care deeply everyday for the job I do and the product I put forth, but in 
the end, it is, after all, only food.  

Scott Mechura has spent a life in the hospitality industry. He is a former certified 
beer judge and currently the Executive Chef at Buck’s T-4 Lodge in Big Sky.

The bitter side of cooking
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BY TYLER ALLEN 
EBS SENIOR EDITOR

BIG SKY – This summer the Big 
Sky Pro Bull Riders event will be 
gunning for a four-peat as PBR Event 
of the Year, and its chances are strong 
given the growth of this signature 
summer affair.

Each year, the top bull riders in the 
world vote on their favorite PBR-
sanctioned event, one that’s not yet 
part of the Built Ford Tough Series. 
The past three Octobers, organizers 
of the Big Sky PBR have claimed 
their prize on the BFTS World Finals 
arena dirt in Las Vegas. 

This summer marks the second year 
the Big Sky event will be part of 
the BlueDef Velocity Tour but it’s 
moving to a premier weekend slot 
on the PBR calendar. Friday, July 29 
and Saturday, July 30 the country’s 
meanest bulls will be matching 
strength and toughness with elite 
riders from around the world. 

“This event has experienced 
exponential growth from the ground-
up in just five years, evolving from 
a one-night weekday event on an 
entry-level circuit into a multi-day 
weekend event in one of the most 
prestigious divisions,” said Ersin 
Ozer, media and events director for 
event co-sponsor Outlaw Partners.

Also the publisher of EBS, Outlaw 
Partners produces the Big Sky PBR 
with Freestone Productions and 
Continental Construction in the 
Town Center outdoor arena, drawing 
thousands of bull-riding fans to Big 
Sky to watch the action with Lone 
Mountain looming in the distance.  

“The thing about Big Sky is it’s one 
of our few outdoor BlueDef events 
on the PBR calendar. You can’t 
even explain the beauty in words … 
having a bull-riding event in that 
gorgeous part of the United States,” 
said Justin Felisko, PBR’s senior 
writer and editor. 

Felisko has worked for PBR since 
May 2013 and has attended more 
than 60 PBR events in that time. He 
first came to Big Sky last summer 
and says he hopes to make a repeat 
appearance this year. 

“In terms of marquee events, Big 
Sky is one of the major ones,” 
Felisko said, referring to non-BFTS 
stops. “It’s one of the more intimate 

outdoor venues because the crowd is 
so close to the action. It’s like the Built 
Ford Tough Series [events] where the 
fans are on top of the pit – [Big Sky] 
fans are on top of the action.”

Felisko credits the setting and the 
outdoor opportunities – including 
horseback riding, whitewater rafting 
and fishing – that attract such a great 
crop of riders annually who have 
thrown their support behind the Big 
Sky PBR the last three years. He says 
it’s a win-win for the riders because 
they “escape from the daily grind” 
of the Built Ford Tough Series, 
while staying in great riding shape 
matching up against Chad Berger’s 
world-renowned bulls. 

This year, the festivities will kick 
off Thursday night with Music in 
the Mountains as the Big Sky PBR 
partners with the Arts Council of 
Big Sky to throw a pre-party concert 
with cowboys and event sponsors. 
The free musical act is still to be 
determined. 

After the bull riding on Friday night, 
southern rock legends the Outlaws 
will play the free after-party concert, 
and Jason Boland and the Stragglers 
will close the bull riding festivities 
in Town Center Saturday night.

“It’s no secret this [tour stop] was 
awarded PBR’s Event of the Year for 
the third year in a row,” Ozer said. 
“This is no small feat, and largely 
due to our community’s involvement 
that this event has held it’s title 
over hundreds of other events 
nationwide.”

Big Sky Resort returns as the official 
lodging sponsor and Ozer encourages 
bull-riding fans to book their 
accommodations early as it’s one of 
the summer’s busiest weekends.

The Big Sky PBR attracts hundreds 
of sponsors every year, but new 
in 2016 will be the opportunity to 
sponsor a cowboy’s event registration 
and travel fees. This will give 
individuals or businesses a vested 
interest when their sponsored rider 
comes tearing out of the chute gates. 

“The goal is to sell enough of these 
to subsidize the event registration 
fees as well as some travel money for 
every Big Sky athlete,” Ozer said. 

It will be tough for another PBR 
event to dethrone Big Sky this year. 

Tickets go on sale June 1 at bigskypbr.com.

Big Sky PBR bucks competition, returns as premier 
summer weekend event July 28-30

OUTLAW PARTNERS PHOTO

2011 - 1,500
2012 - 3,500
2013 - 4,500

2014 - 5,000

2015 - 7,000

BIG SKY PBR GROWTH BY THE NUMBERS

TOTAL ATTENDANCE PER YEAR

TOTAL MONEY RAISED FOR CHARITIES

OVER $200K TOTAL
including Big Sky Community Corporation, Yellowstone 
Park Foundation, Gallatin River Task Force, Arts Council 
of Big Sky, Big Sky Community Food Bank, Big Sky Fire 
Department, PBR Rider Relief Fund

3X PBR EVENT OF THE YEAR
as voted on by the PBR bull riders
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BY MARIA WYLLIE
EBS CONTRIBUTOR

“The solitude you find in Yellowstone promotes 
an independence of spirit. These experiences 
refresh our lives, teach us self-reliance, and 
reveal the wisdom of the cycles of the land.”  
– Tom Murphy, “Silence & Solitude”

LIVINGSTON – Wildlife photographer Tom 
Murphy isn’t like most people. 

His happy place is most folks’ misery. But he’s 
OK with that. It means he gets far-off places 
all to himself, save for the wild animals and 
changing landscape that serve as subjects of 
his photography. 

“I’m an oddball. I like to be outside, and I like 
to be out in bad weather,” he said. “That’s 
when it’s more interesting.”

Murphy has traveled the world for his 
photography, but Yellowstone National Park 
remains his favorite location. He was the first 
person licensed to lead photography tours 
in Yellowstone, and every year he spends an 
average of 80-100 days in the park. 

Drawn to the wilderness, Murphy is 
interested in seeing that hard-to-get-to 
country others rarely see. 

That draw motivated him to ski through 
Yellowstone’s backcountry alone in 1985. 
With only a blue tarp for shelter, he covered 
125 miles in a blinding snowstorm in 14 

days. It was a trip 
he says tested his 
mettle. 

“The truth is that 
solo trip … gave me 
a lot of confidence,” 
Murphy said. “Not 
just that I can ski 
across Yellowstone 
National Park 
but that I can do 
anything I want.”

Now, at 66, 
Murphy is retracing 
that same route, 
but this time 
with a film crew 
to document the 
excursion. 

Five skilled 
outdoorsmen will 
join Murphy on 
the expedition: 
retired YNP Park 
Ranger Brian 
Chan; Murphy’s 
nephew and regular 
camping partner 
Clay Dykstra; 
award-winning 
filmmakers Shane 
Moore and Rick Smith; and Porter John 
Williams, who will be shouldering much of 
the supplies and video gear.

The film, called “The Journey Through 
Yellowstone” will not only showcase 
Murphy’s trek as he discusses how the park 
has changed in the last three decades, but will 
also explore his life as a photographer and 
his lifelong pursuit of Yellowstone’s wildest 
places. Film producers plan for a fall 2016 
release date. 

The team of six leaves Feb. 20 from Flagg 
Ranch, located a few miles from the park’s 
southern entrance. The entire route will 
cover at least 135 miles and lead through the 
most remote area in the lower 48, known 
as the Thorofare. With possible route 
deviations, Murphy estimates it will take two 
to three weeks to complete. 

“With this film, I want to show viewers what 
it’s like back there, how beautiful it is, and 
ultimately how valuable it is,” Murphy said. 
“If people see it as beautiful, then they assign 
value to it, and if they assign value to it, they 
are more likely to save it. That’s always been a 
motivation of my photography.”

One of the film’s producers, Rick Smith, 
met Murphy 10 years ago while earning his 
master’s in the Science and Natural History 
Documentary Film program from Montana 

‘The Journey Through Yellowstone’
New film to document wildlife photographer’s Yellowstone return

In 1985, Tom Murphy’s solo, 125-mile ski trip across Yellowstone took him up and over Big Game Ridge. Looking south, he could see the Tetons, and 
looking north, shown here, he could see the Red Mountains and Heart Lake area. 

Tom Murphy, 66, is the only person to ski solo across Yellowstone National Park. He is also the first person 
licensed to lead photography tours in Yellowstone and spends an average of 80-100 days there each year. 
PHOTOS COURTESY OF TOM MURPHY
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State University. Murphy 
invited Smith on a winter 
camping trip, and as Murphy 
puts it, “he was one of the few 
people that wanted to go on 
another.”

Through this project, Smith 
says he looks forward to helping 
realize Murphy’s passion in 
sharing these wild places with 
people around the world. 

“Not everyone has the chance 
to visit Yellowstone, and even 
if you do, not many people go 
where Tom goes,” Smith said. “I 
think this film is an extension 
of that.”

While Murphy avoids 
technology (he doesn’t own 
a cell phone), his team will 
provide updates along the 
way to journey followers via 
a live GPS tracking app on the 
project website and social media 
channels like Instagram, Twitter 
and Facebook.  

Spending winter in 
Yellowstone’s most remote areas 
during its harshest season is a 
way of life for Murphy. In a way, 
it always has been. 

Originally from South Dakota, 
Murphy grew up on a 7,500-acre 
cattle ranch with his parents, 
brother, and five sisters near the 
forks of the Cheyenne River. “It 
was really cold on the prairie in 
South Dakota – colder and windier 
than here,” said Murphy, who 
currently resides in Livingston. “I 
just survived I guess.”

Growing up on the ranch, 
Murphy spent most of his time 
outside, whether he wanted to 
or not. 

“I was basically my dad’s cow 
dog,” he said.  

“We’d have to feed these cattle 
and drive around in this ‘51 
Chevrolet pickup, [I’d feed 
them, then] he’d pick me up and 
take me to another bunch, so I 
was just running along chasing 
cows, freezing my feet off.”

At 20 years old, Murphy decided 
to try winter camping. Alone 
and nervous about the cold, he 
drove his car to a campsite in the 

Black Hills. He didn’t trust 
his sleeping bag, so he slept 
within 30 feet of the car in 
case he needed to retreat 
to its warm interior. He 
made it through the night 
without any issues. 

“After that I was perfectly 
confident,” he says. “I did 
it in one baby step the first 
time, and after that I knew 
I could do it.” 

Now he ventures into the 
backcountry to capture 
images that tell the stories 
of wild places. But, as the 
upcoming project will 
reveal, it’s more than just a 
job or hobby for Murphy. 

“I think everyone has an 
obligation to give back to 
their profession and their 
community, he says. “And 
Yellowstone is both of that 
to me.”

Visit yellowstone.film to follow 
the upcoming journey or learn 
more about the project.

Electric Peak, five minutes before sunrise.

This map shows Murphy’s 1985 solo route across Yellowstone traced in white, and this winter’s proposed route traced in red. The journey is expected to cover at least 135 
miles through the Yellowstone wilderness. 
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PLANNING AN EVENT?   LET US KNOW!  EMAIL MEDIA@THEOUTLAWPARTNERS.COM, AND WE’LL SPREAD THE WORD.

FRIDAY, FEB. 19 – 
THURSDAY, MARCH 3

*If your event falls between 
March 17 and 31, please 
submit it by March 10.

Big Sky
FRIDAY, FEB. 19
Trivia Night
Lone Peak Cinema, 8 p.m.

Level 1 Avalanche Course
Big Sky Resort, 5:30 p.m.

Lauren Jackson
Carabiner Lounge, 4 p.m.

The Sugar Daddies
Gallatin Riverhouse Grill, 7 p.m.

Yoga Workshop w/ Kishan Shah
Santosha, 6 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 20
Yoga Workshop w/ Kishan Shah
Santosha, 11:30 a.m.

13th Annual Dummy Jump
Big Sky Resort, all day

Level 1 Avalanche Course
Big Sky Resort, 8 a.m.

Gilson Snowboard 
Demo
Big Sky Resort, all day

Milton Menasco & The Big Feasco
Gallatin Riverhouse Grill, 7 p.m.

SUNDAY, FEB. 21
USSA Northern Division Junior 
Speed Race
Big Sky Resort, all day

Gilson Snowboard Demo
Big Sky Resort, all day

On-mountain Church Services
Big Sky Resort, 1:30 p.m.

MONDAY, FEB. 22
Open Mic 
Black Bear Bar, 10 p.m.

TUESDAY, FEB. 23
Cooking Class
Gourmet Gals, 6 p.m.

Level 1 Avalanche Course
Big Sky Resort, 5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY. FEB. 24
Wine Wednesday
Mountain Maven, 11 a.m.

Level 1 Avalanche Course
Big Sky Resort, 8 a.m.

M.O.T.H & Digital Beat Down
Lone Peak Brewery, 

THRUSDAY, FEB. 25
Biz to Biz
First Security Bank, 9-10:15 a.m.

Level 1 Avalanche Course
Big Sky Resort, 8 a.m.

Tom Marino
Gallatin Riverhouse Grill, 7 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEB. 26
Trivia Night
Lone Peak Cinema, 8 p.m.

Level 1 Avalanche Course
Big Sky Resort, 8 a.m.

Rocky Mountain Pearls
Gallatin Riverhouse Grill, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 27
The Dybbuk
WMPAC, 7:30 p.m.

Mad Wolf Winter 
Relay Race
Big Sky Resort/
Lone Mountain 
Ranch, 2 p.m.
Brian Stumpf
Gallatin Riverhouse Grill, 7 p.m.

SUNDAY, FEB. 28
On-mountain Church Services
Big Sky Resort, 1:30 p.m.

Kronos Quartet
WMPAC, 7:30 p.m.

MONDAY, FEB. 29
Forrest & Friends
Black Bear Bar, 10 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2
Wine Wednesday
Mountain Maven, 11-6 p.m.

THURSDAY, MARCH 3
Biz to Biz
First Security Bank, 9-10:15 a.m.

Dan Egan Steeps Camp
Big Sky Resort, all day

FRIDAY, MARCH 4
Dan Egan Steeps Camp
Big Sky Resort, all day

Double Barrel
Gallatin Riverhouse Grill, 7 p.m.

Parent’s Date Night
Morningstar Learning Center, 
6 p.m.

 Bozeman  
FRIDAY, FEB. 19
Railroad Earth
Emerson Culture Center, 8 p.m.

Art Alexakis
Faultline North, 8 p.m.

Aaron Banfield
Norris Hot Springs, 7 p.m.

Marshall McLean & Bart Budwig
Wild Joe’s, 7 p.m.

My Fair Lady
Black Box Theater, 7:30 p.m.

International Guitar Night
Ellen Theatre, 7:30 p.m.

Next to Normal
Verge Theater, 8 p.m.

Bent Bones
Filling Station, 9 p.m.

Adam Greenberg Band
Eagles Lodge, 9 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 20
Berning Down Bozeman
Filling Station, 8 p.m.

PULSE
Zebra Lounge, 9 p.m.

SnowBall Gala
The Commons, 4:30 p.m.

Open Mic
Bozeman Public Library, 7 p.m.

Winter Farmers Market
Emerson Ballroom, 9 a.m.

Silly Moose Comedy Improv
Verge Theater, 2 p.m.

33rd International 
Street Food Bazaar
SUB Ballroom, 4 p.m.
Joe Schwem
Norris Hot Springs, 7 p.m.

Next to Normal
Verge Theater, 8 p.m.

Shakewell
Filling Station, 9 p.m.
 
SUNDAY, FEB. 21
Remote control car racing
Legion Bar, 12 p.m.

My Fair Lady
Black Box Theater, 3 p.m.

Coyote Gypsies
Norris Hot Springs, 7 p.m.

Open Mic
Haufbrau, 10:30 p.m.

MONDAY, FEB. 22
Jess Atkins
Red Tractor Pizza, 6:30 p.m.

Cider Night for BSF Community 
Nordic Trails
Lockhorn Cider House, 5 p.m.

Pints with Purpose:
Longfellow Fort
Bridger Brewing, 5 p.m.

Irshad Manjii lecture
SUB Ballroom, 7:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, FEB. 23
WWA Backcountry Film Festival
Emerson Culture Center, 
6:30 p.m.

GVYP Meet-Up
Wildrye Distilling, 5:30 p.m.

Brews & the Big Sky
Museum of the Rockies, 5:30 p.m.

Open Mic with Eric Bartz
Lockhorn Cider House, 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY. FEB. 24
Papadosio + Cure for the 
Common
Emerson Culture Center, 8 p.m.

Lobster Feast
Lone Peak Brewery, 6 p.m.

Music & Mussels: Dan Dubuque
Bridger Brewing, 5:30 p.m.

THRUSDAY, FEB. 25
Wine Tasting 101
Bozeman Eagles, 5:30 p.m.

A Place to Stand
Emerson Culture Center, 7 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEB. 26
Netherfriends
Zebra Lounge, 9 p.m.

Bozeman Running Film Festival
Emerson Culture Center, 7 p.m.

Custom Kings Reveal Party
Yellowstone Harley Davidson, 5 p.m.

The Lil Smokies
Faultline North, 7 p.m.

Neil Filo Beddow
Norris Hot Springs, 7 p.m.

Chris Proctor
Ellen Theatre, 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 27
Brianna Moore & The Sasquatch 
Funk
Zebra Lounge, 9 p.m.

Shea Stewart
Norris Hot Springs, 7 p.m.

MSU Women’s bball vs. Idaho State
Brick Breeden Fieldhouse, 8 p.m.

The Hollowtops w/ Laney Lou & 
The Bird Dogs
Filling Station, 9 p.m.

SUNDAY, FEB. 28
Iration & Pepper: Hawaiian 
Punch Winter Tour
Emerson Culture Center, 8 p.m.

Dino Derby Cardboard sled races
Gallatin County Regional Park, 
12 p.m.

Lang Termes
Norris Hot Springs, 7 p.m.

Open Mic
Haufbrau, 10:30 p.m.

MONDAY, FEB. 29
James Salestrom
Red Tractor Pizza, 6:30 p.m.

Pints with Purpose: Central Asia 
Institute
Bridger Brewing, 5 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2
The Brothers Comatose
Filling Station, 8 p.m.

CAROL
Ellen Theatre, 7:30 p.m.

Music & Mussels: Lang Termes
Bridger Brewing, 5:30 p.m.

Bingo
Legion Bar, 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, MARCH 3
Sam Outlaw & Whitney Rose
Live From the Divide, 7 p.m.

MSU bball vs. Northern Colorado
Brick Breeden Fieldhouse, 7 p.m.

Karaoke
Eagles Lodge, 8:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, MARCH 4
Brantley Gilbert
Brick Breeden 
Fieldhouse, 7 p.m.

Livingston & 
Paradise Valley

FRIDAY, FEB. 19
Big Ol’
Murray Bar, 9 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 20
Hawthorne Roots Trio
Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m.

Marshall McLean Band
Murray Bar, 9 p.m.

MONDAY, FEB. 22
Bluegrass Jam
Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, FEB. 23
Beer for a Cause: Draft Horse 
Sanctuary
Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY. FEB. 24
Russ Chapman
Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m.

John Derado
Murray Bar, 7:30 p.m.
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THRUSDAY, FEB. 25
Band of Drifters
Murray Bar, 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEB. 26
Heather Lingle Band
Murray Bar, 9 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 27
Andrea Harsell
Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m.

Black Mountain Moan
Murray Bar, 9 p.m.

Bowl for Kids Sake
Treasure Lanes, all day

Wylie & The Wild West
Livingston Civic Center, 7 p.m.

MONDAY, FEB. 29
Bluegrass Jam
Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m.

Nate Vernon
Murray Bar, 5 p.m.

TUESDAY, MARCH 1
Beer for a Cause: Firefighter Stair Climb
Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2
Flannel Republic
Katabatic Brewing, 5:30 p.m.

Songwriter’s Night
Murray Bar, 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, MARCH 3
Scott Tecca
Murray Bar, 8:30 p.m.

Shelter Day
RX Coffee, all day

FRIDAY, MARCH 4
One Leaf Clover
Murray Bar, 9 p.m.

West Yellowstone
FRIDAY, FEB. 19
Chess Club
Public Library, 4 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 20
5th Annual Taste of the Trails
Rendezvous Ski Trails, 1 p.m.

MONDAY, FEB. 22
Martial Arts Classes
Povah Center, 5:30 & 6:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, FEB. 23
Martial Arts Classes
Povah Center, 5:30 & 6:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY. FEB. 24
Martial Arts Classes
Povah Center, 5:30 & 6:30 p.m.

THRUSDAY, FEB. 25
Adult Co-Ed Volleyball
School Gym, 7 p.m.

Knit Night
Send It Home, 6 p.m.

Yoga for Everyone
Povah Center, 6:15 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEB. 26
Chess Club
Public Library, 4 p.m.

MONDAY, FEB. 29
Martial Arts Classes
Povah Center, 5:30 & 6:30 p.m.

Yellowstone Special Sled Dog Races
Wild West Pizzeria, 2 p.m.

TUESDAY, MARCH 1
Martial Arts Classes
Povah Center, 5:30 & 6:30 p.m.

Yellowstone Special Sled 
Dog Races
Old Airport, 9 a.m.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2
Martial Arts Classes
Povah Center, 5:30 & 6:30 p.m.

Yellowstone Special Sled Dog Races
Dunraven Street, 9 a.m.

THURSDAY, MARCH 3
Adult Co-Ed Volleyball
School Gym, 7 p.m.

Knit Night
Send It Home, 6 p.m.

Yoga for Everyone
Povah Center, 6:15 p.m.

Yellowstone Special Sled Dog Races
Old Airport, 9 a.m.

FRIDAY, MARCH 4
Chess Club
Public Library, 4 p.m.

Yellowstone Special Sled Dog Races
Power sub-station, 9 a.m.

RECURRING EVENTS

Grizzly & Wolf Discovery Center, 2 p.m. 
every Saturday and Sunday

Snowshoe walk with a
Yellowstone Park Ranger
West Yellowstone Visitor Center, 10 
a.m. every Saturday and Sunday

EMERGENCY WATER REMOVAL

WE WORK WITH ALL INSURANCE COMPANIES
Water Damage Restoration                              
Residential & Commercial
Water Extraction                                                
Carpet & Tile Cleaning
Structural Drying                                                
Free Estimates

Mold Prevention                                                
Damage Control
Odor Removal                                                      
Re-construction
Disinfecting                                                          
Thermal Imaging

BIG SKY CLEANING & MGMT. INC    
CLEANING, CARPET CARE & 

WATER DAMAGE RESTORATION SERVICES

Minor Dry Outs to Major Rebuilds

We are Big Sky’s only locally owned water 
damage restoration company with 3 full-time 
IICRC certified Water Damage Restoration 
Technicians on duty, 24hrs a day, to serve you

We get there quicker, with an average
30 minute rapid response time

Quality Service in a Timely Manner
Inquire about Non-Insurance and Property Mgmt. 

discount pricing

151 Center Lane #4 Big Sky, MT
Office: 406-995-7447 

After hours: 406-640-0427

The Rotary Club of Big Sky would like to thank all the community members, 
businesses and sponsors who supported this year’s successful Gold  
Auction. Your support helps our Club make a difference in the community 
and worldwide, from our local projects to eradicating polio. 
 
Your contribution makes the world a better place—Thank You! 
 
A special thank you to our 2016 corporate sponsors: 

Yellowstone Club Community 
 Foundation 

320 Guest Ranch 
Alpine Property Management 

American Land Title Co. 
Buck’s T-4 

Firehole Properties 
Olive B’s Bistro 

3 Rivers Communications 
Big Sky Conoco 

Big Sky Western Bank 
ERA Landmark 

Lindell & Associates P.C. 
Lone Mountain Land Co. 

Nordic Hot Tub 

www.bigskyrotary.com 

Rotary Club of Big Sky meets every Wednesday at 5:30 pm at Buck’s T-4. 
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SCHOOL BOARD TRUSTEE POSITIONS 

Big Sky School District #72
Big Sky School District #72 has two three year term school 

board trustee positions available. Election will be held 
Tuesday, May 3, 2016. Any person who is qualified to vote 

in Big Sky School District #72 is eligible for the office of 
trustee. Declaration of Intent forms are available from the 

main office or by calling Marie Goode, District Clerk, at 
995-4281. The deadline for filing as a candidate is 4pm, 
March 24, 2016. NO CANDIDATE MAY APPEAR ON THE 

BALLOT UNLESS HE OR SHE MEETS THIS DEADLINE.

hours.
Sunday 1-5p.m.
Monday 10a.m.-6p.m.
(Toddlers Storytime 10:30 a.m.)
Tuesday 4-8p.m.
Wednesday 4-8p.m.
Closed Thursday-Saturday

Public Computers 
available here. All are 

welcome.

Located at the north end 
of Ophir School

bigskylibrary.org

Toddler Storytime
Mon. 2/22 & 2/29, 10:30 am
Bring your little ones!

Announcements

BY MARIAH ORE
CATAMOUNT FILMS

BOZEMAN – On Feb. 25 at 7 
p.m., the Emerson Theater will 
host the celebrated film, “A Place 
to Stand.” The evening includes 
a Q-and-A session with Jimmy 
Santiago Baca a renowned poet 
and the film’s subject. 

When he was sentenced to five 
years in in Arizona State Prison on 
a narcotics charge in 1973, Jimmy 
Santiago Baca was 21 years old. 
Like many who end up in prison, 
Baca had been in and out of insti-
tutions throughout his life, start-
ing when he and his two siblings 
were placed in an orphanage when 
he was a small child. 

As a teenager, Baca spent periods 
of time in school but wound up in 
trouble often, occasionally land-
ing in juvenile detention centers 
or jail. By the time he received the 
five-year sentence in 1973, Baca 
had still never learned to read.  

“The most painful thing about not 
knowing how to read or write is 
that you can’t express your 
emotions,” Baca said. “You can’t 
conceptualize imaginatively. It 
takes away that whole realm.” 

Now, as one of the best-known 
living poets in America, Baca has 
mastered the art of expressing his 
emotions through the written word. 

The documentary tells the story 
of how Baca first discovered the 
power of language while behind 
bars in one of the most violent 
prisons in the country. The film 
details his struggle to teach him-
self to read as well as his radical 
transformation from violent crim-
inal to beloved poet. 

“A Place to Stand” encapsulates 
an honest, raw tale of person-
al growth that shows just how 
possible it can be for anyone to 
overcome a circumstance.
 
A VIP reception with Jimmy 
Santiago Baca and Director Daniel 
Glick begins at 6 p.m. (by request 
at info@aplacetostandmovie.com), 
and the screening starts at 7 p.m.

Tickets are available online at 
aplacetostand.brownpapertickets.
com, at Movie Lovers or at the door. 
Visit aplacetostandmovie.com for 
more information.

Film highlighting power of 
education comes to the Emerson 

Diamond Pendants

Available exclusively at:
Rhinestone Cowgirl, 32 Town Center Ave 

JP Woolies in the Mountain Mall at Big Sky Resort

BOZEMAN FILM SOCIETY

BOZEMAN – The Bozeman 

Film Society continues its streak 

of award-winning films at 7:30 

p.m. Wednesday, March 2 with 

the romantic British/American 

spellbinder, “Carol,” screening 

at The Ellen Theatre. 

Set in 1950s New York City, 

two women from different 

backgrounds find themselves 

in the throes of love. Under 

director Todd Haynes’ sure 

hand, 2016 Academy Award 

nominees Cate Blanchett and 

Rooney Mara deliver a tale of 

intimacy and repression that 

dares to imagine a happy ending. 

 

“Every glance means something, 

no strain shows: it’s filmmaking 

as natural as breathing,” wrote 

Kevin Harley, critic for the U.K.-

based magazine “Total Film.” 

Based on the Patricia Highgate 

novel “The Price of Salt,” the 

film “Carol” was nominated for 

six Academy Awards this year. 

Find tickets at theellentheatre.

com, by calling The Ellen Theatre 

box office at (406) 585-5885. 

Tickets are also available at the 

box office Wednesday–Saturday 

from 1-3 p.m., as well as two 

hours prior to any performance. 

Membership pass holders and 

sponsors must call or visit the box 

office to reserve seats. 

 

BFS membership passes are 

available in The Ellen Theatre 

lobby before all BFS shows and 

online at bozemanfilmsociety.org. 

‘Carol’ casts romantic spell 
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BIG SKY RESORT

Saturday, Feb. 20 is the annual Dummy Jump at Big 
Sky Resort, where competitors build dummies to be 
launched off a ski jump, high into the air, and crowds 
witness the carnage of the impact. 

The dummy launches will commence at 2 p.m. on the 
Ambush headwall to the viewing delight of spectators 
and judges at the bottom of Ambush near the base area. 
Each dummy receives one run as they are individually 
shoved out of the starting gate toward a large jump 
with a flat landing zone to get closest to the bull’s eye. 

Teams are encouraged to design, build and modify a 
dummy competitor that will ski in a straight line and 
launch off a jump to their demise. Contestants must 
design their dummies with modesty in mind for the 
younger audience in attendance, and leave no trace. 

Successful dummies have balance, low center of 
gravity and straight long skis. The better a dummy self-
destructs on impact, the better chance of winning. 

Dummies will be judged and awarded on creativity, 
amplitude, structure and destruction on impact. An 
awards ceremony will immediately follow the contest 
at Montana Jack.

Dummies can be registered at the Summit Clock Tower 
from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. the day of the event. 

Visit bigskyresort.com/events for rules and more 
information. 

13th annual Dummy Jump flies into Big Sky Resort 

photos courtesy of big sky resort
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BIGSKYBUILD.COM

BY JOHN ZIRKLE
WMPAC ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

BIG SKY – For the first time ever, an opera is 

coming to Big Sky. 

On Saturday, Feb. 27, the Warren Miller 

Performing Arts Center is bringing to the stage 

“The Dybbuk,” a contemporary and critically 

acclaimed opera, the likes of which you may 

have never seen before. 

But don’t rely on whatever vague and likely 

inaccurate image you may have in your 

mind. Opera explores life’s biggest questions 

and confirms the turmoil and comedy that 

permeates the human condition, which makes 

the genre accessible to all.  

Everyone can learn something from opera, and 

everyone can enjoy it.

Consider the big question that begins “The 

Dybbuk”: “Oh, why and wherefore the soul 

descends from the highest heights to the 

deepest depths? From the depths it will rise 

much higher.” 

When you think about it, this is the same 

question Bruce Wayne’s father asked his son in 

the film “Batman Begins”: “Why do we fall, 

Bruce?” 

And indeed, “The Dybbuk” is a contemporary 

show. Written by Ofer Ben-Amots, featuring 

opera superstars like Jeanne-Michele 

Charbonnet, and staged with projected 

imagery, “The Dybbuk” – which is Hebrew for 

a “malevolent wandering spirit” – is a modern 

take on a tale as old as time. 

Think of the story as a mix of “Romeo and 

Juliet” and “The Exorcist.” Leah is rich. 

Channan is poor. Leah’s father doesn’t want 

Leah to marry a poor man, which puts Channan 

in a tricky place. 

Later in the story, Channan’s “dybbuk” finds 

his way back to Earth and possesses Leah right 

before they break the glass at the wedding. 

Leah is confused, not knowing what to do with 

her dead lover’s spirit possessing her body. The 

Rabbi takes action and decides to perform an 

exorcism, which is when things really take a 

turn for the melodramatic.  

To see if Leah figures it all out, come to the 
WMPAC production of “The Dybbuk,” and 
become part of local history as the opera comes 
to Big Sky for the first time.  

“The Dybbuk” on Feb. 27 will feature a pre-
concert Q-and-A with the composer Ofer Ben-
Amots, as well as an art opening at 6:30 p.m., 
featuring abstract works by local students and 
regional artists.

Visit warrenmillerpac.org for tickets and more 

information.

‘The Dybbuk’
An opera tale of star-crossed lovers

WMPAC will host Big Sky’s first ever opera, The Dybbuk, on Feb. 27. 
ARTIST CREDIT HANS SIEVERDING



It’s not just a 
daydream if you 
decide to 
make it your life

- Train

“Battering Rams,” Simon Gudgeon,  Bronze 26 x 43 x 8”
Town Center, Big Sky, Montana | creightonblockgallery.com | 406-995-3848

Creighton Block

Big Sky’s BEST Breakfast All Day
Located at the light | Open at 7:30 | Closed Tuesdays

406-995-3350
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Family owned and operated since 1966   •   Licensed Yellowstone Concessionaire

• Snowmobile the National Forest

• Guides not required

• All new snowmobiles

• Free maps

• Environmentally friendly 4-stroke snowmobiles
• Professional, friendly & knowledgeable guide staff
• Group size no larger than ten snowmobiles
• Frequent stops for photos & sightseeing
• Variety of Park destinations
• Private tours available
• No bad seats or fogged windows

Daily Guided 
Yellowstone Park Tours

406.646.7802 • 800.522.7802
West Yellowstone, MT

www.twotopsnowmobile.com

It’s Good, Clean Fun!
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NOW HIRING 

Big Sky Community Corporation:  
Asset Manager
Join the BSCC team managing maintenance & cleaning 
associated with our trails, parks and public facilities.  
FT May-Oct.  See full job description at http://bsccmt.
org/about/employment-opportunities/ 

American Life in Poetry: 
Column 569
BY TED KOOSER, U.S. POET LAUREATE

After my mother died, her best friend told me they were so close they could 
sit together in a room for an hour and neither felt she had to say a word. Here's 
a fine poem by Dorianne Laux, about that kind of silence. Her most recent 
book is “The Book of Men,” and she lives in North Carolina. 

Enough Music 
By Dorianne Laux

Sometimes, when we're on a long drive,
and we've talked enough and listened
to enough music and stopped twice,
once to eat, once to see the view,
we fall into this rhythm of silence.
It swings back and forth between us
like a rope over a lake.
Maybe it's what we don't say
that saves us.

American Life in Poetry does not accept unsolicited submissions, and is made 
possible by The Poetry Foundation (poetryfoundation.org), publisher of Poetry 
magazine. It is also supported by the Department of English at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln. Poem copyright ©1994 by Dorianne Laux, “Enough Mu-
sic,” (“What We Carry,” BOA Editions, 1994). Poem reprinted by permission of 
Dorianne Laux and the publisher. Introduction copyright © 2015 by The Poetry 
Foundation. The introduction's author, Ted Kooser, served as United States Poet 
Laureate Consultant in Poetry to the Library of Congress from 2004-2006.

BY TAYLOR-ANN SMITH
EBS GRAPHIC DESIGNER

Find out what tunes we’re bumping! In Big Sky Beats, Explore Big Sky staff offers 
suggested tracks for your next playlist. Whether you need to freshen up your music 
library, want to expand your collection, or just need some tunes for the slopes, we’ve 
got you covered.  

In honor of Black History Month in February, this playlist is focused on some of 
my favorite African-American musicians who have not only made an impact in 
the music industry, but have used their voices to advocate change.

At the 2016 Grammy Awards, Kendrick Lamar received five awards, including 
the year’s Best Rap Album and Best Rap Song. He also gave a fiery live perfor-
mance that further revealed his talent and passion. 

Lamar delivered his politically charged lyrics during the performance that 
involved him bound in chains, rapping without pause and continually faster. A 
raging fire behind him represented key messages from his winning album “To 
Pimp a Butterfly” – passion, creation, destruction, and life struggles. 

Using music as a microphone and the Grammys as a stage, Lamar called for a 
national conversation on race equality.

The tracks below feature Lamar and other notable African-American musicians 
that I admire for promoting change and celebrating their art. 

 1. “Poetic Justice,” Kendrick Lamar, Drake

 2. “Rise Up,” Andra Day

 3. “Same Ol’ Mistakes,” Rihanna 

 4. “Right Hand,” Drake

 5. “November Skies,” Carnage, Tomas Barfod, Nina Kinert

 6. “Saved feat. E-40,” Ty Dolla $ign

 7. “The Morning,” The Weeknd

 8. “It Gon’ Work,” Mardi Lex

 9.  “I Know,” Big Sean

  10. “Formation,” Beyonce

Visit explorebigsky.com/beats for a sampling of the playlist.

Home on the Range, LLC
Housekeeper – 52 weeks a year; 10 – 15 hours a week. 
Must have references. Cleaning, shopping, and light 
kitchen work required. Must be able to work on Fridays. 
Must live in Big Sky or surrounding area. Please respond 
with resume to bigskyhousekeeper@gmail.com
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For Explore Big Sky, the Back 40 is a resource: a place where we can delve into subjects 
and ask experts to share their knowledge. Topics include regional history, profiles of local 
artists and musicians, snow and avalanche education, how-to pieces for traditional or 
outdoor skills, and science.

Noun: wild or rough terrain adjacent to a developed area   Origin: shortened form of “back 40 acres”

STORY AND ILLUSTRATION 
BY MAGGIE SLEPIAN

There are plenty of sensible winter activities in 
Montana. Most folks ski, snowboard, ice climb, or 
borrow a kid and go sledding. I’m in the minority of 
Montana-dwellers. I spend the frozen season dashing 
from house to car and back, cranking the living room 
thermostat. Then I tried winter camping.

I was contemplating this decision when I stomped 
out of the woods, my pack digging into my 
shoulders and my stupid gaiters sliding down my 
calves. The final snow-covered meadow stretched 
out before me, one last godforsaken booby trap on 
this frigid hike. 

I took a tentative step onto the open snowfield, 
then another. On the third, I plunged through the 
crust jamming myself so deep I had to flop onto 
my stomach and rock like a beached whale to free 
the entrapped leg. I rolled to a solid spot, took 
three steps, and repeated the torturous process. 
My fiancé Rocky followed, falling waist-deep and 
muttering a string of curses under his breath.

We weren’t on an impressive mountaineering 
trip or backcountry expedition. On this February 
day, Rocky and I, along with our giant mutt Sako, 
were just trying to get to Mystic Lake, outside 
of Bozeman, Montana. We’d spent the past four 
hours slipping and postholing, and planned to 
spend the freezing night under ripstop nylon and 
soggy down.

Our “campsite” at the frozen lake was silent and still 
on arrival, the area slumbering under a blanket of 
snow. I turned in slow circles beneath the dull gray 
sky, looking for a place to set my backpack.

“There’s nowhere dry,” Rocky said, pulling the tent 
from his pack. “There’s snow. Everywhere. Let’s get 
the tent set up before my hands freeze off.”

We stamped out a semi-flat area, and pitched 
the tent with numb fingers. I shoved the stakes 
into the snow. They instantly popped out as we 
tightened the fly. In an uncharacteristic show of 
common sense, we reburied them horizontally, 
and counted it a short-lived victory.

The most basic of camp chores turned infuriating 
as we fumbled through crusty snow attempting 
to keep our gear dry. By the time we’d unloaded 
our packs and inflated our sleeping pads, the 
sweat from our hike had dried, and we were both 
shivering under clammy, synthetic base layers. 
We changed into dry camp clothes, which I’m 
convinced saved my life.

As the sky dimmed and Sako began chasing 
snowflakes, I pictured friends back in Bozeman 
sitting in a cozy restaurant booth, stuffing their 
faces with sushi and knocking back $9 cocktails. 
Rocky lit our thimble-sized stove and gingerly 
wedged it in a pocket of snow, balancing the pot 
on top. Within a minute, the snow under the 
stove melted and tipped our sad clump of shelf-
stable Alfredo to the ground.

I retreated to my sleeping bag and gnawed a 
half-frozen granola bar, trying not to think about 

a warm bed or 
real food. Rocky 
trudged off to 
hang the food 
bag (to deter 
hibernating bears) 
then reappeared 
and dove 
shivering into the 
tent, shoving his 
Nalgene into his 
sleeping bag.

“We need to sleep 
with our water 
bottles so they 
don’t freeze.”
“The fuel canister 
too.”
“Someone told 
me the water 
filter breaks if it 
gets too cold.”
“Put your socks in there so they’ll dry out.”

I shuffled the debris pile at the bottom of my 
sleeping bag until I could lay flat, then buried 
my head in the mummy hood and tried to sleep, 
listening to the dog leaping through branches 
outside.

It was pitch-black when I opened my eyes, and my 
watch said 2 a.m. I lay there for a moment, trying 
to figure out where I was and why I was lying on 
a canister of fuel. As my mind cleared, I heard a 
rattle and “clack-clack-clack” from Rocky’s side of 
the tent.

“Rocky?” I hissed, shaking him. He was 
shivering.

“I don’t think … my sleeping bag … is warm 
enough.”
“Which one did you bring?”
“My 37-degree. I thought I’d be warmer.” 

If I hazarded a guess, I’d say the temperature that 
night hovered around 200 below zero. It might 
have been 25 F. Instead of berating my popsicle 
fiancé, I whacked the tent to shatter the crusted 
ice, unzipped the fly, and stuck my head out, 
squinting for our dog. 

“Sako!” I called hoarsely. He crunched over and 
stuck his head inside the tent. I knew the added 
body heat would make the night bearable, so I 
grabbed Sako’s collar and dragged his bulk inside, 
wedging him between Rocky and the tent wall. 
We spent the rest of the night tossing around the 
stinky nylon sardine can, but at least we weren’t 
hypothermic.

In the morning, we hacked our way out of the 
ice-encrusted nylon igloo, frozen shut with 
the condensation from our breaths. I stuffed 
my feet into frozen shoes and we shook off the 
tent, crushing it down to pack into its stiff stuff 
sack. Without ceremony, we began the six-mile 
posthole/ice luge back to the truck.

While we wouldn’t win the award for savviest 
campers, we didn’t die, so points for that. And we 
did some good ol’ fashioned learning.

It turns out venting your tent is key to escaping 
it the next morning; a 37-degree bag just will 
not do; camp clothes will save your sorry life; 
and snow won’t keep your tent stakes down just 
because you wish it so. Our glorious shakedown 
hike also made me bite the bullet and learn to ski. 
Those people tend to stay on top of the snow.

Maggie Slepian lives in Bozeman and hates winter. She 
returned last fall from through-hiking the Appalachian 
Trail, which incidentally, was really cold.

This article first appeared in the winter 2016 
edition of Mountain Outlaw magazine.

Winter camping: Like hell, frozen over

Snow camping savvy
If you still think winter camping sounds fun, here are 
some pointers to make the process more enjoyable. 
We learned the hard way so you don’t have to.

1) Bury your tent stakes horizontally using a 
“deadman anchor.” Or invest in snow stakes, aka tent 
stakes on steroids.

2) At camp, immediately remove hiking layers and 
don dry camp clothes before you get chilled. It’s 
harder to warm yourself up than to stay warm.

3) Melting snow uses more fuel than boiling water – 
bring enough fuel for melting snow and cooking. 

4) Bring the right gear. Sleeping bags have two 
ratings: “comfort” and “lower.” Still screwed it up? 
Put a bottle of hot water in your sleeping bag. And 
secure the bottle cap.

5) Vent your tent. Condensation builds when warm 
air can’t escape the tent. Keep the fly pulled tight, but 
leave the zipper partially open. 

Have fun out there.


