
™

 Oct. 26 - Nov. 8, 2018
Volume 9 // Issue #22

Your local source for news, culture and events

WMPAC unveils 
world-class winter lineup

School district harnesses 
solar for education

Get out and vote Big Sky!
Montana election coverage

Rotary Club fills the gap 



explorebigsky explorebigsky#explorebigsky @explorebigsky

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Opinion...........................................................................................5
Local..................................................................................................6
Montana.......................................................................................14

Environment.............................................................................17
Sports...........................................................................................20
Outdoors....................................................................................21

Section 1: News

Section 3: Business, Health, 
Arts and Entertainment,& Fun

Section 2: Environment, Sports & Outdoors

Do you want to see your photography in the pages of EBS? Submit a maximum of three images 
via email to carie@theoutlawpartners.com or use #explorebigsky on social media to be eligible. 
One photo per issue will be chosen for the opening shot.

Business.......................................................................................29
Health............................................................................................30
Arts and Entertainment...................................................31
Fun...................................................................................................35

OPENING SHOT

14
8
31
18

OCTOBER 26, 2018 – NOVEMBER 8, 2018
Volume 9, Issue No. 22

Owned and published in Big Sky, Montana

PUBLISHER
Eric Ladd  |  eric@theoutlawpartners.com

EDITORIAL
MANAGING EDITOR 
Tyler Allen  |  tyler@theoutlawpartners.com

SENIOR EDITOR
Sarah Gianelli  |  sarah@theoutlawpartners.com

STAFF WRITER
Bay Stephens  |  bay@theoutlawpartners.com

CREATIVE
LEAD DESIGNER
Carie Birkmeier  |  carie@theoutlawpartners.com

GRAPHIC DESIGNER
Marisa Specht  |  marisa@theoutlawpartners.com

SENIOR VIDEO EDITOR
Ryan Weaver  |  ryan@theoutlawpartners.com

LEAD VIDEOGRAPHER 
Jennings Barmore  |  jennings@theoutlawpartners.com

SALES AND OPERATIONS
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER
Megan Paulson  |  megan@theoutlawpartners.com

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, SALES AND MARKETING
EJ Daws  |  ej@theoutlawpartners.com

MEDIA AND EVENTS DIRECTOR
Ersin Ozer  |  ersin@theoutlawpartners.com

MEDIA SALES ASSOCIATE
Sam Brooks
sam@theoutlawpartners.com

DISTRIBUTION DIRECTOR
Doug Hare  |  doug@theoutlawpartners.com

MARKETING MANAGER
Blythe Beaubien  |  blythe@theoutlawpartners.com

CONTRIBUTORS

Jessianne Castle, Ryan Castle, Kevin Daily, Jim Daniels, Daniel 
Ennis, Phil Hess, Anna Husted, Ted Kooser, Rob Leipheimer, 
Marti Liechty, Eric Lindblad, Brooks Nuanez, Colter Nuanez, 
Matt Volz, Christine Gianas Weinheimer, Andrea Wick, Todd 
Wilkinson, Erbu Yildiz

EDITORIAL POLICY

Outlaw Partners, LLC is the sole owner of Explore Big Sky. EBS 
reserves the right to edit all submitted material. Printed material 
reflects the opinion of the author and is not necessarily the 
opinion of Outlaw Partners or its editors. EBS will not publish 
anything discriminatory or in bad taste.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor allow EBS readers to express views and 
share how they would like to effect change. These are not Thank 
You notes. Letters should be 250 words or less, respectful, ethical, 
accurate, and proofread for grammar and content. We reserve 
the right to edit letters and will not publish individual grievances 
about specific businesses or letters that are abusive, malicious or 
potentially libelous. Include: full name, address, phone number 
and title. Submit to media@outlaw.partners.

ADVERTISING DEADLINE
For the November 9, 2018 issue: October 31, 2018

CORRECTIONS
Please report errors to media@outlaw.partners.

OUTLAW PARTNERS & EXPLORE BIG SKY
P.O. Box 160250, Big Sky, MT 59716
(406) 995-2055 • media@outlaw.partners

© 2018 Explore Big Sky unauthorized reproduction prohibited

ON THE COVER: A view of the red return bullwheel on top of Ramcharger 8, an eight-seat, D-Line chair with ergonomically-
shaped, heated seats and a “Big Sky blue” bubble, that is slated to start spinning in mid-December. When completed, the 
technologically-advanced Dopplemayr lift will transport between 3,200 and 3,600 skiers per hour to the top of Andesite 
Mountain from the Big Sky Resort base area. Each chair is approximately 15 feet wide by 13 feet tall, and weighs 2,262 pounds. 
The bullwheel measures 24.28 feet in diameter.  PHOTO COURTESY OF BIG SKY RESORT

Dr. Phil Hess’ daughter Erin Hess of Bozeman cruises down Mother Lode North at the Copper City Trails network on an 
epic day of fall mountain biking. A project of the Southwest Montana Mountain Bike Association in partnership with 
Bureau of Land Management, Copper City Trails is moving into Phase 2 of a plan that calls for 18 miles of bike-optimized 
trails, open to hikers and trail runners. A fundraiser to support the completion of Phase 2 trail improvements will be held 
on Nov. 10 at MAP Brewing beginning at 4 p.m. PHOTO BY PHIL HESS

CORRECTION: On page 45 of the Oct. 12 issue of EBS, Marin Palmer’s job title at Big Sky Resort was incorrect. She is the 
Mountain Operations coordinator.
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Wine cellar, indoor lap pool & gorgeous trout filled pond.

5 Bedrooms | 5.5 Baths

7,690 SF | 22 +/- Acres

$4,800,000

2005 CHIEF JOSEPH

Sweetgrass Hills - Big Sky Meadow

Ski-in/Ski-out, Adjacent to Yellowstone Club. 

5 Bedrooms | 6 Baths

5290 SF

$5,750,000

ELKRIDGE 58

Spanish Peaks Mountain Club

Mountain setting with spectacular views of Lone Peak and the 

Spanish Peaks.

Homesite

 27.77 Acres

$1,900,000

SPRING CREEK RESERVE

Spanish Peaks Mountain Club

Ultimate Montana home with resident elk and wildlife.

Golf Membership to Spanish Peaks available.

4 Bedrooms | 5 Baths

5,209 SF | 20 +/- Acres

$3,995,000

180 THOMAS MORAN DRIVE

Big EZ Estates

New Construction

4,5 & 6 Bedroom options

Ski-in/Ski-out

From $2,100,000

THE HIGHLANDS

Spanish Peaks Mountain Club

in the mix of Yellowstone National Park, Gallatin National Forest, and 

America’s largest combined ski resorts with spectacular views and 

ubundant wildlife.

37.1 Acres

$599,000

CHARLIE RUSSELL LOOP ROAD

Big EZ Ranch 2

9 Tracks with outstanding views of Lone Peak and Gallatin Range

SPMC Golf Membership comes with the purchase of property, but not required.

Homesites 160 +/-Acres

From $3,500,000

GALLATIN PRESERVE

Spanish Peaks Mountain Club

New Construction. Amazing views of Lone Peak.

2 Bed/Flex Rm to 4 Beds | 3-4 Baths

1918-2417 SF

From $810,000 $779,000

MOUNTAIN LAKE

Big Sky Mountain Village
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Bozeman Health Foundation launches 
Charity Care appeal for Big Sky Medical 
Center
BOZEMAN HEALTH FOUNDATION

Throughout the next year, Bozeman Health Foundation is committed to 
raising $120,000 in funds to be made available for patients at Bozeman 
Health Big Sky Medical Center needing financial assistance with their 
medical bills.

Bozeman Health Patient Financial Services acts as a patient advocate 
and works with patients who express concern over their ability to pay 
for their healthcare needs to provide them with resources and help 
determine if a patient is eligible for financial assistance. While each 
patient and their need is carefully attended to in a personalized manner, 
patients who are eligible for financial assistance have their medical bills 
greatly reduced, and in some instances, patients will not owe anything.

“We want to ensure that everyone has access to care regardless of their 
ability to pay, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year. This 
is about making a difference—a real difference in people’s lives. But 
in order to make this happen, we need the community’s support,” said 
Chris Darnell, Big Sky Medical Center administrator.

Big Sky community members Manny and Sue DiMiceli, Mary Grace 
Wilkus and Thomas Johnston, and Mike and Sue Arneson will match 
the first $60,000 in gifts toward the $120,000 goal. 

Charitable donations received by Bozeman Health Foundation will 
also help advance its Caring Forward Campaign, with Big Sky Medical 
Center being one of the campaign’s four fundraising priorities. That 
campaign has now raised $13.5 million dollars in community support 
toward its ambitious $15 million goal. 

Visit bozemanhealthfoundation.org for more information.

Montana Land Reliance receives 
national award
EBS STAFF

Montana Land Reliance was one of four organizations and individuals 
recognized by Land Trust Alliance, a national land conservation 
organization, during its annual conference, Rally 2018, in Pittsburgh 
on Oct. 12. 

Headquartered in Helena, Montana Land Reliance received a 
President’s Award. “Through its work and dedication, Montana 
Land Reliance has had an incredible impact on conservation in 
Montana, across the West and the entire nation,” read a Land Trust 
Alliance press release about the recipients. “It has conserved more 
than 1 million acres and serves as a prominent advocate for federal 
conservation-friendly policy.”

Other honorees include the Newtown Forest Association in Newtown, 
Connecticut; Shirley Heinze Land Trust of Valparaiso, Indiana; 
and Andy Bicking, director of public policy at Scenic Hudson in 
Poughkeepsie, New York. 

“For 40 years, The Montana Land Reliance has worked with 
Montana’s landowners to protect over $1 million acres of agricultural 
lands, fish and wildlife habitat, and open space,” wrote MLR 
Managing Director Rock Ringling in an email to EBS. “For about that 
same amount of time, MLR has worked with the Land Trust Alliance 
to make conservation more accessible for not only Montanans, but also 
for landowners across the country. 

“This years-long partnership has been one graced with success—
over 56 million acres of successful land protection by over 1,300 
organizations—thanks to the wonderful leadership that LTA has 
provided land trusts across the nation, and the leadership Andrew 
Bowman and Wendy Jackson now bring to the organization. We at 
MLR so look forward to working with the dedicated staff at LTA 
to see what the next 40 years of successful partnership brings to the 
landscape.”

Tobacco company spends $5M more to 
fight Montana initiative
ASSOCIATED PRESS

A tobacco company has dumped nearly $5 million more into the 
campaign to defeat a Montana ballot initiative in the final weeks 
before the Nov. 6 election.

The cash loans and in-kind donations by Altria Client Services 
reported Monday puts the Marlboro cigarette maker’s total 
contributions at more than $17 million to defeat the proposed tobacco 
tax increase.

Campaign finance reports show the ballot committee organized 
against the tax measure used Altria’s money to buy $3.4 million worth 
of broadcast, digital and newspaper ads between Oct. 3 and Oct. 13.

The fight over whether to raise the tobacco tax and extend the state’s 
Medicaid expansion program is one of the most expensive in the state’s 
history of ballot initiatives.

Montana governor sues attorney general 
over land authority
BY MATT VOLZ 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Montana Gov. Steve Bullock is suing the state’s attorney general over 
whether the Democratic governor has the authority to unilaterally 
approve conservation easements.

Bullock’s petition to the Montana Supreme Court challenges Republican 
Attorney General Tim Fox’s legal opinion that says the state Land Board 
must approve conservation easements larger than 100 acres (40 hectares) 
or worth more than $100,000.

Bullock argues in the petition filed Monday that a conservation 
easement is not a land acquisition, so the board’s approval is not required.

An attorney general’s opinion is binding unless it’s overruled by a judge.

The dispute arose earlier this year after Bullock allowed Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks to purchase a $6.1 million conservation easement despite the 
Land Board previously voting to indefinitely delay any action on the 
land in eastern Montana.
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Check Out Our Special Events!

10:00-11:15am
All Levels Yoga

5:00-6:00pm
Yin Yoga 

7:30-8:30am
All Levels Mat Pilates

9:00-10:15
All Levels Yoga

5:45-7:00pm
All Levels Yoga

7:30-8:30am
All Levels Yoga

9:00-10:00am
All Levels Yoga

5:45-7:00pm
Heated Flow

7:30-8:30am
All Levels Yoga

9:00-10:15
All Levels Yoga
11:00-12:30pm

The Practice (Level 
2-3 Yoga)

4:15-5:15pm
All Levels Yoga 

7:30-8:30am
Core Focused Yoga

9:00-10:00am
All Levels Vinyasa 

Flow

12:00-1:00pm
Power Hour Yoga

9:00-10:15am
All Levels Yoga

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

406-993-2510  •  169 Snowy Mountain Circle  •  Big Sky, Montana

santoshabigsky.com

yoga
massage

Spring & Fall Cleanses
ayurveda
skin care

Far-Infrared Sauna
thai massage

Individual & Couples 
Therapy

Craniosacral Therapy

 

Acupuncture is back at Santosha

Get your Santosha Winter 
Season Pass Today
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OURBANK.COM

Success. Together.

Urban, country, small, and tall: Homes 
are like the families they shelter — they 
come in all styles and sizes. That’s why at 
First Security Bank we have a variety of 
home loan options to suit your unique 
needs. Let us help you secure the space 
that fits your lifestyle. 

YOUR FUTURE HOME, OUR BANK.

406.995.2321   |   55 Lone Peak Dr   |   Big Sky

Member FDIC 
Equal Housing Lender

David Scott
New York City, NYC

“I read lots of newspapers. I follow 
lots of people on Twitter. I watch 
cable news and I talk to a lot of 
people about politics. I’m a bit of a 
political junkie.”

Deirdre Devaney
New York City, NYC

“My answer would be the same [as 
David], except I’m not on Twitter.”

Cameron Sharp
Big Sky, Montana

“So lately, I’ve seen the most political 
advertisements from Facebook or 
Hulu. The internet is my short 
answer. But I’m from Alabama and 
still registered to vote there, so I 
pay attention to the candidates and 
issues there. I don’t like to stray too 
far to either side, so I read reputable 
sources like the Washington Post or 
USA Today but not Fox, MSNBC, 
or the Huffington Post because they 
lean too far to one side for me.” 

Nicole Jones
Big Sky, Montana

“All kinds of stuff. HBO. There is 
a series called Pod Saves America 
where they go around to the states 
that will matter the most in the 
upcoming elections: North Dakota, 
Texas, Florida and dive deep into 
the issues and what’s really at stake. 
Regionally, the Secretary of State 
Corey Stapleton released some 
information about the upcoming 
election in Montana. I send that to 
my friends who say they don’t vote. 
Everybody should vote.”

What resources do you use to keep 
informed about the upcoming elections?



  

 

87 Lone Peak Dr.

 406.995.3670
bigskybuild.com

 Big Sky, MT 59716 USA

From EBS

Thank you Jackie Rainford Corcoran for 
making Big Sky a healthier place. We 
wish you the best of luck in Canada!
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BY BAY STEPHENS
EBS STAFF WRITER

BIG SKY – For the projects that need to be done, but haven’t been tackled, the 
Rotary Club of Big Sky has stepped up to the plate, logging an impressive track 
record in the Big Sky area and around the world.

The club’s 2017/2018 accomplishments stack high, including installing solar-
powered 911 emergency call boxes in the Gallatin Canyon; funding a new 
kayak launch at Moose Creek Campground; providing 18 LeapPads, three 
bulletin boards and two projectors to Morningstar Learning Center; funding 
recycle bins for the Music in the Mountains concerts; leading local high school 
students to Nepal on a mission trip; and funding new digital library books for 
Ophir Elementary.

A recent project of note is the playground in the new Town Center plaza. 
Along with the Simkins family and the Yellowstone Club Community 
Foundation, the Rotary Club raised approximately $90,000 to build a 
playground in front of the Wilson Hotel. In the spring, they will install 
rubberized safety surfacing.

“This is a wonderful thing for our community because it’s not only for 
tourists and visitors, but local children will use it,” Rotary Club president Sam 
Lightbody said, adding that it will be a relief for parents browsing stands at the 
summer farmers market or enjoying outdoor concerts.

For a club of approximately 30 members, “We’re getting a lot of work done in 
our community and we’ve started to do a lot of work internationally,” member 
Jessie Wiese said.

Beyond U.S. borders, Rotary International has effectively worked to counteract 
diseases such as Polio. According to Big Sky’s chairman of the Polio Plus 
campaign, Kathy Bouchard, every dollar raised locally is matched by the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation, resulting in a big impact. She said there are 
less than two dozen cases of polio left in the world, largely thanks to Rotary’s 
involvement.

“We’re so close to eradicating this,” Bouchard said. “Once we conquer [Polio]—
and we think it might happen in a year or so—we’ll move on to the next 
disease.”

With roots that are over 100 years old, the Rotary Club aims to unite 
individuals from diverse professional backgrounds to build relationships and 
give back to their own communities. Today, the organization includes 1.2 
million members and more than 35,000 clubs worldwide.

The club’s Big Sky chapter began in 2004 when Barbara Maves, a part-time 
resident actively involved in her Rotary Club in Indiana, decided the mountain 
town would be a great location for a club. She rallied several locals, including 
Kirk Dige, a real estate agent and the club’s charter president.

“We’ve come a long way,” Dige said. “We now have funds raised and lots of 
projects.”

One of the club’s heartwarming initiatives, Rotary Giving Tree, furnishes 
Christmas gifts to children whose parents who can’t afford them; and provides 

a Christmas meal. The yearly funds for many of the organization’s local projects 
come from the annual Gold Raffle and Auction, where they raffle off $2,500 in 
pure gold. This year’s event will be held on Jan. 25.

The club meets weekly for a tight one-hour meeting in which members 
socialize, work on projects and listen to various speakers offering educational 
content. Although interested individuals must be sponsored by a current 
member in order to join, Dige said they would be able to find a sponsor for 
appropriate individuals who want to give back to the community. With Big 
Sky’s transient population, the club is always looking for more members.
 
Email Rotary Club of Big Sky’s membership chair Laura Seyfang at lauraseyfang@
sbcglobal.net to inquire about membership.

LOCAL

The experience, accreditation, 
industry-wide recognition 

and integrity that Southwest 
Montana deserves.

(406) 219-2900
www.shoretosummitwm.com

Scott Brown CFP®, CIMA®, 
CRPC® recognized as 

Barron’s Top 1000 Advisor’s in 
2011, 2012, and 2013.*

*The rankings are based on data provided by thousands of 
advisors. Factors included in the rankings were assets under 

management, revenue produced for the firm, regulatory 
record and client retention.

Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC (WFAFN), Member SIPC. Shore to Summit Wealth Management, LLC is a separate entity from (WFAFN).

O N S I T E M A N A G E M E N T. C O M

B U I L D I N G  P E A C E  O F  M I N D

Big Sky Rotary Club fills the gaps 

After raising $90,000 with the help of the Simkins family and the Yellowstone Club 
Community Foundation, the Rotary Club spearheaded the effort to build a playground 
outside the Wilson Hotel in the new Town Center plaza. PHOTO BY BAY STEPHENS
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BY BAY STEPHENS
EBS STAFF WRITER

BIG SKY – In response to a proposal by Big Sky Community 
Organization Executive Director Ciara Wolfe at an Oct. 16 Big Sky 
Water and Sewer District board meeting, the district will allow a 
recreation facility in Town Center to connect to the local sewer system in 
exchange for a land swap, pending final approval. 

If the board approves the agreement at its next meeting on Nov. 20, 
the district will gain a portion of parkland on the east end of the Big 
Sky Community Park, which is directly adjacent to the district’s water 
treatment plant. The cost of the plant’s inevitable expansion to meet 
rising water demands would be considerably less with this land available, 
avoiding the additional construction that expanding in other directions 
would require.
 
“From a business perspective, that land in itself is hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in construction benefit to the district,” board member Mike 
DuCuennois said.

In return, BSCO requested 40 SFEs—single-family equivalents—20 of 
which would be used for a recreation facility and park bathrooms on the 
3.27-acre parcel in Town Center that the nonprofit is currently under 
contract to purchase. The Big Sky Community Organization requested 
the other 20 SFEs be set aside for an aquatic center, for which funds and 
land will eventually be procured.

Although the pool facility was an initial sticking point for the board, 
they came around to support the proposal, requesting that BSCO draft a 
purchase and sale agreement. 

After trails, a public recreation facility was the highest priority item 
that Big Sky residents want to see realized, according to a community-
wide survey that BSCO conducted two years ago. The organization has 
since raised $2 million to purchase the land encompassing Town Center 
park and the adjacent parking lot, which they determined was an ideal 
location for a rec center. 

Aside from the school and the water and sewer district meeting room where 
the meeting was held, “there is not a single other location that is publicly 
available for use—owned by a public entity—in our community that has 
indoor space,” Wolfe said. “And we have well over six months of winter.”

Wolfe said the area’s many nonprofits would use the facility, and that 
through sustainable building practices such as LEED, the center would 
be good way to showcase Big Sky’s environmental ethics, sometimes 
overshadowed by the area’s growth.

The district board and BSCO agreed to view this transaction as a 
partnership in the interest of the community. Board President Paul 
“Packy” Cronin said the final review of the pool facility proposal would 
be for compliance and capacity, indicating that, if BSCO found the 
funding and site for the pool facility, the district would award the 
reserved SFEs. The review and official decision on the permits for both 
projects will be made at the Nov. 20 district board meeting.

Water and Sewer District considers land-water swap with 
BSCO for rec center, pool

Call Today to Learn About 
our Fall Move-In Incentives! 
(incentives valued at $5,000)   

(406) 586-0074

With 60 years of signature service to 
families, Koelsch Communities  

is proud to remain family owned and 
operated for three generations. 

Memory Care Experts  |  Since 1958

Spring Creek inn
   Memory Care Community
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Take 20% OFF all winter lodging when booking before 
NOVEMBER 15. Add on four great days of skiing or riding to 
your vacation and get four times the fun by skipping the ticket 
window lines and going directly to the lifts. 4 Pack Passes 
are on sale through NOVEMBER 15. 

GRANDTARGHEE.COM   |   800.TARGHEE   |   #LONGLIVETARGHEE

POWDER 
NEVER GOES OUT OF STYLE 
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School district tech summit 
gives educators fodder for 
new ways to teach
In lieu of the MEA-MFT Educators’ Conference that Big Sky’s teachers would have 
attended Oct. 18-19, the Big Sky School District hosted their own Global Tech Summit, 
which featured hands-on workshops and keynote speeches revolving around the theme 
of intentional and mindful learning. 

Even though the district didn’t give speakers strict guidelines, technology and design 
thinking teacher Jeremy Harder said, “there was good symbiosis between the keynote 
people and the workshops.”

Attendees from various Montana schools and BSSD staff designed a tipi cover in Google 
Drawing, painted it on canvas and finally assembled the structure. The district’s “maker 
bus” also debuted with activities such as jewelry making. PHOTOS BY BAY STEPHENS

Open 6:30am to 8pm  •  406.995.4636

• Located in the Meadow Village Center  
next to Lone Peak Brewery

• Delivery Service
• Pre-arrival Fridge & Cupboard stocking
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BY BAY STEPHENS
EBS STAFF WRITER

BIG SKY – As of Oct. 3, Laura Seyfang 
will serve as program director of the Human 
Resource and Development’s Big Sky 
Community Housing Trust, and work and live in 
Big Sky.

Tasked with ensuring that strategic plans are 
implemented for the benefit of area locals faced 
with housing challenges, Seyfang brings years of 
for-profit and nonprofit leadership experience to 
the position.

An engineer by training, she ran automobile 
factories in the Midwest at General Motors, 
working as an executive for 17 of her 32 years 
with the company. After leaving the industry 
in 2009, she served as the executive director of 
Dayton, Ohio’s American Red Cross, managing 
two of the area’s largest homeless shelters where 
she’d volunteered for years.

Seyfang bought property in Big Sky in 1997 after her first ski trip to 
the area. She finally retired to the ski town last year and was enjoying 
retirement when the position with HRDC as Big Sky’s housing program 
director became available.

“It seems like what life led me to, and I love Big Sky,” Seyfang said. “I want 
it to be successful. I’ve seen its growth over time. What I also see are the 

challenges that lack of housing for people who 
work here have created.”

At the Oct. 18 housing trust meeting, she 
brought Big Sky Community Housing Trust 
advisory council members up to speed on the 
progress of their first subsidized housing project 
since its inception: the Meadowview property 
under construction northwest of the Big Sky 
Community Park.

As development plans solidify, so have more 
details about the project, including that a total of 
52 units of two-bedroom and studio apartments 
will be available at completion. Although there 
had been local interest in three-bedroom units, 
it wasn’t possible to keep them affordable for the 
project’s target income level.

“It’s a start,” said Hans Williamson, a housing 
trust advisory council member and general 
manager of the Yellowstone Club. In time, the 

council hopes to meet a broader spectrum of housing needs.

As of Oct. 24, concrete was poured for nine units and three were ready 
for prefabricated walls to be installed. Construction for phase one of 
the project—which includes 12 duplex units in six buildings, three two-
bedroom walkouts and three studios—is on schedule with an estimated 
completion date of April 2019.

Email Laura Seyfang at lseyfang@thehrdc.org for any information.

DON PILOTTE, BROKER  |  406.580.0155  |  RANCHMT.COM

© 2018 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are 
registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.®  Equal Housing Opportunity.

Riverstone Ranch
Riverstone is a first class sporting 
property set up to host small 
conferences and retreats. There 
is a recreational building, four, 
three bedroom guest homes and 
stocked fishing ponds on this 337± 
acre ranch, sited on the banks of 
the East and Main Boulder Rivers 
near McLeod, MT.

Trapper’s Cabin Ranch
A complete alpine section of land 
(640± acres) totally surrounded 
by national forest and wilderness 
in a location that could never 
be duplicated. The building 
compound consists of numerous 
log homes, a manager’s cabin, and 
a host of support improvements 
including an off-grid power plant.$15,000,000  |  #362529

$7,750,000  |  #321235

LOCAL

A year into retirement after a career as an engineer and 
executive for General Motors, Laura Seyfang will takes 
the reins as the new director of the Human Resource and 
Development’s Big Sky Community Housing Trust in early 
October. PHOTO COURTESY OF LAURA SEYFANG

Selling lightly Used, UpScale, Quality goodS From the Home!  
antiQues • FurnitUre • Home accentS clotHing and much more!

Big Horn Shopping center  |                           |  Big Sky, mt

open year roUnd
406-993-9333 

Big Sky housing trust welcomes new director
Meadowview condominiums continue to develop



All information given is considered reliable, but because it has been supplied by third parties, we cannot represent that it is accurate or complete, and should not be relied upon as such. These offerings are subject to errors, omissions, and changes including price or withdrawal 
without notice.  All rights reserved. Equal Housing Opportunity.  If you currently have a listing agreement or buyer broker agreement with another agent, this is not a solicitation to change. ©2016 LK REAL ESTATE, llc.  lkrealestate.com
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LKRealEstate.com  | 406.995.2404

BIG SKY MEADOW RESIDENCES

2550 Curley Bear Road   |  $925K
.275 ACRES  |  2,952 SQ FT  |  3 bedrooms  |  3.5 bathrooms
Charming home on the Big Sky Golf Course

Crail Ranch Unit 68  |  $850K
2,742 SQ FT  |  3 bedrooms  |  2.5  bathrooms
Sophisticated and bright residence with great proximity to 
amenities and recreation

2078 Little Coyote Road  |  $1.175M
.275 ACRES  |  2,986 SQ FT  |  3 bedrooms  |  2.5 bathrooms
Immaculate home in a quiet neighborhood setting with adjacent open 
space

40 Crail Ranch  |  $1.35M
3,730 SQ FT  |  4 bedrooms  |  4 bathrooms
Creekside living in the heart of Big Sky’s meadow village

UNDER CONTRACT



Big Sky Medical Center
334 Town Center Avenue

Emergency Department 24/7/365
Family Medicine Clinic 

Weekdays 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Retail Pharmacy  
Weekdays 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

NONS TOP HE ALT HC ARE

406-995-6995  |  BigSkyMedicalCenter.com
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BY JESSIANNE CASTLE
EBS CONTRIBUTOR

BOZEMAN – With nearly 80,000 voters registered in Gallatin County and a 
turnout of roughly 75 percent in 2016, the Nov. 6 general election could draw 
some crowds at the polling booths this year. In addition to casting their vote 
for representation in the U.S. Congress, voters will decide whether Medicaid 
will be expanded with an additional tobacco tax, and if hardrock mines should 
require further regulation.

Big Sky voters who have not submitted absentee ballots can cast their votes on 
Election Day Tuesday, Nov. 6, at the Big Sky Water and Sewer District office at 
561 Little Coyote Rd. from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

U.S. House of Representatives Race

Three candidates vie for Montana’s single voice in the U.S. House of 
Representatives with Congressman Greg Gianforte defending his year-long 
tenure in a position that Democrats haven’t won in 24 years. 

After his unsuccessful run for governor against Steve Bullock in 2016, 
Gianforte ran in a special election last year when then-Congressman Ryan 
Zinke vacated the seat to become President Donald Trump’s Interior Secretary. 
Gianforte won the race despite his widely publicized assault on a reporter.

Gianforte moved to Bozeman and founded the software company RightNow 
Technologies in 1997, and his supporters claim this experience in the business 
sector lends well to balancing a budget and setting priorities.

During his time in office, Gianforte has shown support for tax cuts, raising 
military spending, limiting congressional terms and reducing federal restrictions 
on wilderness study areas. His campaign promotes several of Trump’s 
policies, including building a wall between the U.S. and Mexico and Trump’s 
appointment of conservative judges to the federal courts.

As reported by the University of Montana Community News Service, during 
a Missoula rally held at GOP headquarters, Gianforte strongly criticized the 
Affordable Care Act, also known as Obamacare, saying he would continue to 
vote to dismantle it, piece by piece if necessary.

Gianforte’s democratic opponent is Kathleen Williams, a three-term legislator 
also from Bozeman. Unlike Gianforte, Williams supports an expansion of 
Medicare that allows people ages 55 to 64 to receive coverage. She’s also in 
favor of gun restrictions that limit high-capacity rifle magazines and military-
style assault weapons.

Williams, who has lived in Montana for 24 years, worked for several years as 
a nonpartisan staffer at the Environmental Quality Council, researching bills 
related to mining, water and natural resources. She was also a water program 
manager for Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks, and in 2010, she won a seat in 
the Montana legislature where she served three terms.

Since achieving statehood in 1889, Montana has sent one woman to 
Congress—Jeannette Rankin, a member of the U.S. House of Representatives 
from 1941 to 1943.

The third candidate for the House of Representatives is Elinor Swanson, 
a Billings attorney and the Libertarian Party’s vice chairperson. Among 
Swanson’s top priorities are reducing federal debt and defending individual 
liberties from state and federal infringement. She supports the repeal of the 
Affordable Care Act and the legalization of marijuana, while she rejects gun 
control legislation and establishing a wall along the Mexican border.

According to a recent poll conducted jointly by Montana State University 
political scientists and the Montana Television Network between Sept. 15 and 
Oct. 6, the Republican incumbent leads by 7.5 points, while 8.6 percent of 
those polled were still undecided. 

U.S. Senate Race

Voters will also have the opportunity to select representation in the Senate, 
with Democrat Jon Tester’s term up for re-election. Tester, who’s served two 
six-year terms, took his first victory to the Senate in 2006, winning over 
incumbent Conrad Burns by just 3,000 votes.

Tester is proud of his Montana heritage. Hailing from Big Sandy, Tester 
says he fights for rural Montana and is opposed to Trump’s tariff policy that 
negatively impacts the state’s agricultural producers. His campaign seeks to 
grow the middle class by empowering unions and increasing federal funding 
for higher education. He also says he’d like to lower costs of prescription drugs 
and put pressure on the federal government to provide funding for hospitals, 
particularly in small communities. 

While Tester is a third-generation Montanan, Republican candidate Matt 
Rosendale moved to eastern Montana from Maryland 16 years ago, where he 
worked in real estate. Rosendale won a seat for the Montana Legislature in 
2010, and after serving as the Majority Leader in the State Senate, he ran for 
Montana’s State Auditor in 2016 and won.

Rosendale’s campaign message is often tied to national politics and President 
Trump, who won Montana by more than 20 points in 2016. He supports 
securing the U.S. border with Mexico by building a wall and says he will fight 
to strengthen Medicare and Social Security while also seeking to repeal the 
Affordable Care Act.

The third-party candidate for the Senate race is libertarian Rick Breckenridge, 
a land surveyor from Proctor, Montana, who ran as a libertarian for the U.S. 
House two years ago. He says his priorities are less government and less 
taxation, and he’d like to abolish the Internal Revenue Service as well as the 
federal Department of Education.

As reported by the MSU-MTN poll, Tester was leading with support from 
46.2 percent of voters, with Rosendale close behind at 43.1 percent.

MONTANA

Voters to pick voice for the state in November midterm elections

Kathleen Williams, the Democratic nominee in the U.S. House race, addresses supporters 
during Belgrade’s Fall Harvest Parade on Sept. 15. PHOTO BY ERIC LINDBLAD

First term Montana Congressman Greg Gianforte addresses the crowd gathered to see 
President Donald Trump at the Rimrock Auto Arena in Billings’ MetraPark on Sept. 6. 
PHOTO BY DANIEL ENNIS
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BY MARTI LIECHTY
COMMUNITY NEWS SERVICE
UM SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM

While debate swirls over the cost of an initiative to expand Medicaid by 
raising taxes on Montana tobacco products, questions over the measure’s 
constitutionality are drawing attention too.

Initiative 185 has the support of the American Heart Association, the Montana 
Hospital Association and Gov. Steve Bullock, who all hope raising the tax on 
tobacco would help fund an expansion of Medicaid. Opponents include major 
national tobacco producers and the Montana Republican Party.

I-185 asks voters to increase the taxes on a pack of cigarettes by $2. 
Additionally, the measure would amend the definition of tobacco products to 
include e-cigarettes and vaping products. It would raise the tax on all of these 
products by 33 percent. Supporters expect the initiative, if approved, would raise 
an additional $74 million a year by 2023.

Some critics predict a lawsuit if the initiative passes, saying I-185 would 
effectively create a permanent appropriation for Medicaid expansion and, 

therefore, violate the Montana constitution, which says, “The people may enact 
laws by initiative on all matters except appropriations of money … ”

But that’s not a sure thing, says professor Anthony Johnstone, a former state 
Solicitor who teaches at the University of Montana’s Alexander Blewett III 
School of Law. “We have not had cases on this for a long time,” he said. “There 
is some uncertainty here.”

Johnstone worked in the Montana Attorney General’s office when a similar 
argument was made about Initiative 149 during the 2004 election. That 
measure, which voters approved, increased the tax on cigarettes by 140 percent, 
providing subsidies for small business health insurance plans, veterans’ nursing 
homes and need-based assistance for prescription drug insurance.

The campaign over I-185 continues to be one of the most expensive on 
November’s Montana ballot, with spending from backers and foes totaling 
more than $17 million by late September. Anti-I-185 groups had contributed 
nearly 72 percent of the total.

BY MARTI LIECHTY
COMMUNITY NEWS SERVICE
UM SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM

The controversy over ballot Initiative 186 seems to be about two competing 
visions for Montana’s future economy, and water quality underlies them both.

The ballot measure, if passed, would amend the state’s 1971 Metal Mine 
Reclamation Act to provide for an additional $115,000 to $118,000 in annual 
revenue for Montana’s Department of Environmental Quality. The money 
would be used to analyze pollution cleanup plans in new mining permits and 
would not apply to permits approved before Nov. 6.   

The initiative supported by the Yes for Responsible Mining coalition is backed 
by Montana Trout Unlimited, among others. 

David Brooks, TU’s executive director and the coalition’s primary spokesperson, 
said mines are still permitted to leave behind sources of permanent water 
pollution. The initiative would give DEQ the money to hire someone to 

analyze mine permit applications to determine whether they offer clear and 
convincing evidence that their reclamation plans will work.
   
Brooks said the measure intends to hold future mines to higher standards of 
accountability and transparency.

But opponents, led by the Stop I-186 coalition, doubt the measure would result 
in the transparency Brooks envisions. Dave Galt, the group’s spokesman and a 
former head of the Montana Petroleum Association, said I-186 is vague, which 
would make it hard to enforce.

The two sides appear to agree on one issue: safeguarding jobs. The Stop I-186 
campaign says the industry is responsible for 12,000 jobs and over $42 million 
in revenue, and warns passage of this measure could devastate these numbers. 

Brooks said he appreciates concerns about mining jobs, but added that the 
initiative’s passage could boost jobs in other large Montana economic sectors, 
including outdoor recreation. Preservation of the outdoors will lure “top-notch 
corporate employees” to Montana, he said. 
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Williams

Swanson

Other

Undecided

47.6%

40.1%

2.4%

1.3%

8.6%

The Vote for U.S. House Among 
Montana Registered Voters

I-185’s critics doubt its constitutionality; backers point to 
2004 initiative

Visions for Montana’s economy clash in fight over Initiative 186

MSU-MTN PRE-ELECTION SURVEY RESULTS

Rosendale

Tester

Breckenridge

Other

Undecided

43.1%

46.2%

2.6%
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The Vote for U.S. Senate Among 
Montana Registered Voters

Data from the MSU-MTN pre-election survey conducted between Sept. 15 and Oct. 6. Visit helpslab.montana.edu/2018SurveyResults.html to learn more.

BALLOT ISSUES
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SECTION 2: 
ENVIRONMENT, 
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DINING & HEALTH Big Sky School District goes solar
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BY TODD WILKINSON
EBS ENVIRONMENTAL COLUMNIST

Talk to locals in almost any Northern Rockies 
resort community built around downhill skiing; 
you’re likely to find a prolific sentiment against 
becoming another Aspen or Vail.

In fact, engage residents of Jackson Hole, 
denizens on the west side of the Tetons around 

Grand Targhee and, of course, in Big Sky, and many will say they moved 
to the Greater Yellowstone to avoid the socio-economic problems 
deepening in the mountains of Colorado.

Dating to Big Sky’s Wild West development atmosphere and continuing 
today with a real estate market that, to casual outsiders, seems out 
of control, it’s clear that no destination lifestyle town can escape 
“Aspenization”; it’s only a matter of time before Aspen-like problems 
arrive.

I’m referencing, of course, the impacts of soaring real estate, lack of 
rentals for lowly working-class stiffs, serious growth-related problems—
including people putting up trophy homes in forested environs prone to 
wildfire, as well as water quality and treatment issues—and the general 
disregard demonstrated by some who don’t understand why the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem is special on earth.

Today, however, I refer you to a recent story by reporter Jason Blevins in 
The Colorado Sun newspaper on a conundrum in Aspen that is destined 
to also arrive in Big Sky, Jackson Hole and Bozeman. The issue involves 
local folk owning official or unofficial affordable housing units who 
then reach retirement age, and instead of moving away or downsizing to 
smaller digs they continue to inhabit their homes.

What’s wrong with this? Nothing. Being able to retire in a place you 
love, and to a town you’ve given blood, sweat, tears and sacrifice to shape, 
is part of the American dream.

But neither Aspen nor Big Sky, Jackson Hole and Bozeman are normal 
outposts in the 21st century. In Aspen, residents who enjoyed living in 
affordable housing units designed to accommodate skilled employees are 
now not vacating them; in other words, they’re not being freed up for the 
next generation of worker bees.

Based on people Blevins interviewed, the workings of the so-called 
free market in Aspen have, in no way, ameliorated the challenges of the 
housing shortage. Recognized long ago is that Aspen cannot grow its 
way out of a growth-related problem and, in fact, a laissez-faire approach 
has only exacerbated the crisis. Aspen has a public housing authority 
operated in conjunction with Pitkin County. The program is funded by 
receipts collected on a real-estate transfer tax.

The average free-market home sells for $7.6 million and affordable 
homes operated by the housing authority come with capped selling 

prices ranging between $1 million and $2 million. Housing authority 
units don’t appreciate as much in value and it’s more difficult to pass 
them along, say, from parents to children who want to come home after 
college.

Today, one of the unthinkable notions now being discussed is 
incentivizing those with affordable housing units to leave them. 

If working class people, who live in a community permanently and play 
important roles in shaping town character are encouraged to leave, what 
are the consequences? What do you get when you have a chronically 
itinerant labor force?

This gets at another paradox: Should towns with a rare high quality of 
life owed to protected natural landscapes be accessible only to the ultra-
rich?

“The housing authority [in Aspen] manages 2,956 units of affordable 
housing,” Blevins writes. “About 1,650 are deed-restricted homes owned 
by teachers, politicians, doctors, chefs, nonprofit workers, police officers 
and business owners—the people who keep Aspen running as it hosts 
waves of the wealthy and the glitterati on holiday. The remaining 
properties are rentals.” 

By 2025, anywhere from 20 to 40 percent of the owned homes will be 
occupied by retirees and the number could rise to 70 percent by 2032, 
Blevins wrote, noting, “It’s a demographic time bomb ticking inside 
Colorado’s priciest real estate market.” 

So far both Big Sky and Bozeman have dodged taking serious action on 
affordable housing or forced employers to embrace it as a cost of doing 
business.

One could argue that Bozeman is where Aspen was 30 years ago; Big 
Sky is where Aspen was 20 years ago. And Jackson Hole is a decade 
behind Aspen now, though the lack of affordable housing in all three 
Greater Yellowstone communities is causing serious spillover effects in 
other towns.

Teton County, Wyoming, i.e. Jackson Hole, stands head and shoulders 
above its neighbors in confronting affordable housing, in part because it 
has no other choice.

Meanwhile, the county commissions in Montana’s high-growth Gallatin 
and Madison counties seem either unwilling or unable to grasp the 
magnitude of what’s happening.

Todd Wilkinson is founder of Bozeman-based Mountain Journal 
(mountainjournal.org) and a correspondent for National Geographic. He also 
is author of “Grizzlies of Pilgrim Creek” about famous Jackson Hole grizzly 
bear 399 featuring 150 photographs by Tom Mangelsen, available only 
at mangelsen.com/grizzly.

The New West:
Aspen is a lesson for Greater Yellowstone communities 



18   October 26 - November 8, 2018

School District soars into 
the future on solar energy
BY BAY STEPHENS
EBS STAFF WRITER

BIG SKY – The spring of 2017 saw the installation of Big Sky School District’s 
7.125 kW solar photovoltaic array on the south-facing roof of Ophir School. The 
system—an array of solar panels that looks down on the playground—along with 
a digital kiosk run by Bonneville Environmental Foundation displaying the energy 
data, exposes Big Sky youth to the possibilities of renewable energy.

Located near the gym in Lone Peak High School, the kiosk shows how much 
energy the solar array generates, allowing students to view output in real time and 
over time.

Also accessible online, the data shows that in the past 19 months, the array has 
generated more than 12,5000 kilowatt-hours of energy, enough to power an 
average home for 1 year or a TV for 12 years. The greenhouse gases avoided 
amount to about 17,700 pounds of carbon dioxide.

“We thought it was going to be cool idea,” Big Sky School District 
Superintendent Dustin Shipman said. “We wanted to be able to teach the kids 
about renewable energy options and what better way to do that when you have it 
right there in your own system.”

The community came together to bring the educational opportunity to fruition. 
Lisa Lillelund of Mango Networks coordinated funding for the $39,000 project, 
garnering a $29,000 Universal System Benefits Renewable Energy Grant from 
NorthWestern Energy. She said the project would have fallen flat without work 
by Energy 1, who procured and installed the solar array for a nominal fee, and two 
private donations from the Bulis family and Highline Partners.

“Alternative energy—especially solar—is a no-brainer in this nation,” Rob McRae 
of Highline Partners said. “I do think that in 10-15 years, there’s going to be 
tremendous growth in that industry.” 

That growth is already evident. According to a September report by the Solar 
Energy Industries Association, in the second quarter of 2018 U.S. market 
installations of solar photovoltaic arrays increased by 9 percent, year-over-year, and 
in the first half of the year, 29 percent “of all new electricity generating capacity 
brought online in the U.S. came from solar PV.”

“I think people appreciate and love Big Sky because of its beauty, but the integrity 
of this place depends on being more environmentally friendly and having 
sustainable practices,” Ania Bulis said. “This [array] was an opportunity to send 
the right message to our children.” 

Although the array doesn’t significantly offset the school’s energy costs, it sets 
a precedent in the community, beginning but not ending with education. Bulis 
thinks the next step in the right direction would be a long-term sustainability plan 
for Big Sky that all community members can get behind. 

A next step for the school district could be more ability to function off the grid. 
“We would love to partner with any organization in order to expand our use of 
renewable energy,” Shipman said.

Visit solar4rschools.org/kiosk-ophir-elementary-school to view live data from the Ophir 
School photovoltaic array.

ENVIRONMENT

JOIN US FOR 

PRIME RIB
SATURDAYS
AT LONE PEAK BREWERY AND TAPHOUSE

$28.99 PER PERSON
INCLUDES ALL THE FIXIN’S

48 MARKET PLACE  BIG SKY, MT 59716
406.995.3939

#PRIMERIBSATURDAYS

Members and businesses in the Big Sky community donated funds and time to install this 
array of photovoltaic panels at Ophir School. Paired with a kiosk in the school displaying 
the array’s energy output, the system exposes students to renewable energy alternatives. 
PHOTO BY BAY STEPHENS
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BY COLTER NUANEZ
EBS CONTRIBUTOR

BOZEMAN – Montana State has officially entered the most pivotal stretch of 
the Jeff Choate era. 

In the three season under Choate, MSU’s inspiring and fiery head football 
coach, the Bobcats went through a rebuild in 2016 and a season filled with 
close calls that ended up in close losses last season. Montana State entered 
Choate’s third season with elevated expectations, both internally and around 
the Big Sky Conference. 

Montana State enters November squarely in the playoff mix but drifting toward 
the playoff bubble following a 34-24 loss to No. 7 Weber State on Oct. 20. The 
Bobcats are 2-2 in Big Sky play, and 4-3 overall. Their three losses came at No. 
3 South Dakota State, No. 5 Eastern Washington and at WSU. 

The Bobcats now need three wins in their final four games to clinch one of the 
24 berths in the FCS playoffs. That quest starts Oct. 27 against an Idaho State 
team with an identical 4-3 record. 

“I think there’s a lot of things that make this a pivotal point in our season,” 
Choate said. “Winning a game against Idaho State puts us in a position where 
that eight-win mark you probably need to get to, to get into the playoffs, is in 
reach. This is an important game in that regard but as I told our team, there’s a 
lot on the table for us.”

Montana State has not qualified for the FCS playoffs since 2014 after making 
the tournament field eight times between 2002 and that last berth. To make a 
postseason push, a win at Holt Arena in Pocatello against Idaho State would be 
the first step. 

The Bobcats’ final month includes a home date against Cal Poly on Nov. 3 and 
Northern Colorado on Nov. 10, two games in which the Bobcats should be 
favored in. Then comes a showdown with rival Montana in Missoula on Nov. 
17 to wrap the regular season. 

“We haven’t had a winning season here in four years,” said Choate, who took 
over after Rob Ash posted a 5-6 mark in 2015, MSU’s first losing season since 
2001 at that point. Choate went 4-7 in his first year and 5-6 a season ago. 

“We have an opportunity to get to that point, have a winning campaign. We 
have a chance at the end of the year to go to Missoula to play in what of the 
great rivalries there is in college football,” Choate said. “There’s a lot on the 
line here but it’s not everything. We have to continue progressing. We have to 
continue focusing on us. We are getting close. I hope we can get over the top.”

Colter Nuanez is the co-founder and senior writer at Skyline Sports, an online news-
gathering organization providing comprehensive coverage of Montana State and Big 
Sky Conference athletics at skylinesportsmt.com.  

GET IN & GO

T E R R A N A U T V A N S . C O M

Bobcats eye playoff berth as schedule enters home stretch

Montana State junior safety Jaqhue Alleyne, left, and sophomore Jalen Cole celebrate at 
Bobcat Stadium. PHOTOS BY BROOKS NUANEZ
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THE LONE PEAK PLAYBOOK

BY BAY STEPHENS
EBS STAFF WRITER

Volleyball

The Lady Big Horns headed into the district tournament at Manhattan Christian 
School Oct. 24-27 with a conference record of 6-4.

“Now that everyone is healthy we will be able to bring our strongest line up into the 
district tournament,” Botha wrote in an Oct. 22 email to EBS.

The team’s eyes were fixed on the Manhattan Christian Eagles, who they beat twice in 
the 2017 regular season only to be knocked out of the district tournament. This year, 
head coach Missy Botha hoped to do the same to them, having lost two regular season 
games to the Eagles. The outcome had not yet been determined at EBS press time on 
Oct. 24.

Cross-country

Junior Tracen O’Connor and freshman Nate McCain ran their last meet of the team’s 
inaugural season in Missoula on Oct. 20.

O’Connor placed 49th out of 114 runners with a time just under 21 minutes, while 
McCain placed 72nd, traversing the course in 22 minutes, 32 seconds, according to 
coach David Brekke.

Their improvement throughout the season was notable. Since they ran the same course 
in September, O’Connor shaved his time by approximately 36 seconds and McCain 
lopped 1 minute and 28 seconds off his.

Soccer

The Big Sky Futbol Club wrapped up their season with a loss to Petra Academy on 
Oct. 23, finalizing their season record at 5-3-3. 

“I was very pleased with how much individual and team growth I witnessed,” coach 
Tony Coppola wrote in an email to EBS. “Having a group of players with varying skill 
levels can be a challenge, but the team came together and picked one another up for a 
winning season.”

He added that he was proud to be their coach, thanking the team for the laughs, love 
and fun.

Football

The season closed for the Lone Peak High School and Ophir Middle School gridiron 
gangs on Oct. 12, both teams losing to Absarokee’s teams, bringing season records to 
2-8 for the high school team and 7-2 for the middle school.

Big Sky Medical Center
334 Town Center Avenue

Emergency Department 24/7/365
Family Medicine Clinic 

Weekdays 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Retail Pharmacy  
Weekdays 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Now hiring for full-time front office, 
certified medical assistant, 

and pharmacy tech.

NONS TOP HE ALT HC ARE

406-995-6995  |  BigSkyMedicalCenter.org

We’re hiring! Visit our website, apply today!

Junior Emma Flach spikes the ball in their regular season game against Gardiner, the top-
ranked team in the Oct. 24-27 District Tournament. Lone Peak High School has a special 
objective to trump the No. 2 ranked team, Manhattan Christian, that knocked them out of 
last year’s district tournament. PHOTO BY BAY STEPHENS
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BY JESSIANNE CASTLE
EBS CONTRIBUTOR

LIVINGSTON – A proposal aimed at better understanding Montana’s mountain 
lion population was released to the public on Oct. 17 by the Montana Fish and 
Wildlife Commission and will be available for public review through Jan. 11.

This plan, which is many years in the making, incorporates genetically-based 
field sampling and a statistical model that includes lion ecology and decades 
of hunting data in order to estimate population numbers and their response to 
changing harvest quotas.

Jay Kolbe, an area biologist based in White Sulphur Springs, is the main 
author of the proposal. He said that historically, Montana mountain lions have 
been managed by administrative districts without fully understanding how 
many lions are on the landscape. “Until we had these new genetically-based 
monitoring tools, we really weren’t able to detect changes in populations,” he 
said, referring to the challenge of counting a species as elusive as the mountain 
lion.

Under the new proposal, lions will be managed based on ecoregions defined 
by habitat quality rather than administrative borders. “It’s a plan that tries 
to reflect how they live, how they move,” said FWP Commissioner Dan 
Vermillion. “It’s a pretty modern approach … it’s a remarkable plan.”

If approved, managers would periodically sample mountain lion populations in 
each habitat region by working with hound handlers and their trained tracking 
hounds in order to locate a lion and tree it. From there, the handler collects a 
muscle tissue sample with a dart gun and a retractable biopsy dart. 

This sample allows managers to map lion DNA across the landscape and 
understand how they disperse and move about, as well as ensure individual lions 
are not counted twice. The method has been used before in isolated monitoring 
studies in Montana’s Bitterroot Valley and the Phillipsburg area. 

The 140-page proposal would act as a guiding document for decision makers 
and does not set population objectives or harvest quotas. Instead, these numbers 
would be reviewed periodically through a public process.

“I’m hoping that because we have these new tools, that will bring everyone to 
the table with a common set of facts,” Kolbe said.

Following the commentary period, the proposal authors will compile public 
responses and address these comments before the commission in February 2019 
in preparation for compete adoption.

Visit fwp.mt.gov/hunting/publicComments/2018/mtnLionMgmtStrategy.html to 
view the plan or call (406) 444-2612 for more information.

OUTDOORS

U N P L U G .

Boundary Expeditions operates under special use permits with the Salmon Challis National Forest and Payette National Forest and is an equal opportunity provider.

RESERVE NOW AT

BOUNDARYEXPEDITIONS.COM OR  (888) 948-4337  

5 NIGHT +  6  DAY RAF TING TRIPS ON THE 

MIDDLE FORK OF THE SALMON RIVER

Rated one of the “Top Three River Trips” in the world by National 

Geographic, the Middle Fork of the Salmon is an immersive, once-in-a-

lifetime adventure in the center of 2.3 million acres of wilderness. Boundary 

Expeditions provides an all-inclusive wilderness river guide service and 

luxury camping experience to slow down time, inspire connections, and 

share in moments of gratefulness.

B O O K I N G  F O R  S U M M E R  2 0 1 9

Wildlife managers release mountain lion monitoring plan
Public comment accepted through Jan. 11

A new proposal by wildlife managers would authorize extensive surveys of Montana’s 
mountain lions in an effort to conserve and sustainably manage the species. PHOTO BY 
RYAN CASTLE
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TIMBERLOFT DR LOT 22B  |  $475,000
#206525  |  CALL DON

Outstanding forested parcel w/ views of Lone 
Mountain. Grassy meadows w/ forested building 
site very private! Additional acreage available up 
to 140± more acres. End of the road privacy!

SUMMIT HOTEL CONDO  |  $599,000
#312593  |  CALL DON

Big Sky Mountain Village’s premier hotel, with
the best location in the Mountain Village. West
facing, 2 bd, 3 ba, condo with impressive views
of Lone Mountain and the surrounding area.

1053 TURKEY LEG  |  $385,000
#326055  |  CALL DON

Bright and sunny 2 bd, 2 ba condo overlooking 
a small stream in one of the most convenient 
locations in Big Sky’s Mtn Village. Close and 
convenient to dining and skier services.

BHHSMT.COM | 406.995.4060 | 55 LONE PEAK DRIVE | BIG SKY TOWN CENTER

DON PILOTTE managing broker, gri, rrs, sfr 406.580.0155
TONI DELZER sales associate 406.570.3195  |  PETER MACKENZIE sales associate 406.223.1195

BRUCE WINTER sales associate 406.581.4658

TBD MOUNTAIN LOOP  |  $875,000
#326156  |  CALL DON

Ski-in-ski-out lot in Moonlight Basin Resort, 
terrific views of Spanish Peaks. Build site is on 
the south side of the property just above a ski 
trail.

Located in Big Sky Meadow Village
32 Market Place • Big Sky, Montana

LONEPEAKPERFORMANCE.COM

Full service Gym
Lone Peak Performance + Fitness 

is a full-service gym that offers gym memberships, 

physical therapy, personal training, and nutrition 

consultation dedicated to helping you reach 

your personal summit. Drop in and join us.

MOVE BETTER • FEEL BETTER • LIVE BETTER

O p e n
Da i ly
5am - 11pm

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2018 10AM

Philipsburg, Montana

Property Sold in 4 Tracts
and Combinations
5,749± Acres Selling Absolute
5.44± Selling with Reserve

AUCTION LOCATION:
The Ranch at Rock Creek
79 Carriage House Lane
Philipsburg, Montana 59858

INSPECTION DATE:
Tuesday, October 30th • 1-4 pm 
Held at the property
All other showings by appointment

• 5.44± acre homesite with 2000 sq ft quality 
home with mature landscaping and 30’ x 80’ 
shop

• Unfinished Candace Miller designed 2 bed/2 
bath guest home

• Drop-dead views

• Potential for balanced cattle operation

• Large wilderness area a stone’s throw away

• Easy access yet private

800.829.8747 | HallandHall.com
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RESORT ROUNDUP Your guide to events, activities 
and news at Big Sky Resort

(RIGHT) The view from the top of Andesite Mountain shows the immense top station of the new Ramcharger 8 lift beginning to take shape. PHOTO COURTESY OF BIG SKY RESORT

(LEFT) The bullwheel at the base of a chairlift attached to the prime mover is called the drive bullwheel and the one at the top of the lift is called the return bullwheel.
 PHOTO COURTESY OF BIG SKY RESORT

The International Freeskiers and Snowboarders Association recently announced that they will 
be holding a Freeride World Qualifier 2* competition on the Headwaters terrain March 28-31. 
Pictured above, Big Sky local Nehalem Manka is a freeride athlete that is no stranger to finding 
herself on podiums at IFSA competitions. PHOTO COURTESY OF NEHALEM MANKA

(TOP) A bright, red bullwheel waits to be put into good use on the new Ramcharger 8 lift, which will carry 3,200 skiers per hour up to the top of Andesite mountain beginning mid-December. 
PHOTO BY ROB LEIPHEIMER

Now entering its tenth season as a favorite on-mountain lunchtime stop, the Shedhorn 
Grill saw some improvements in the shoulder season. “With the expectation for increased 
business brought by the new Shedhorn Express Lift opening this winter, we have expanded 
… with a larger sun deck and increased inside seating capacity,” said owner Kevin Daily. “A 
separate kitchen yurt will be set up for inside or outside ordering, improving efficiency and 
capacity.” PHOTO BY KEVIN DAILY 



Explore Big Sky24    October 26 - November 8, 2018 OUTDOORS

BY CHRISTINE GIANAS WEINHEIMER
YELLOWSTONE FOREVER

During the fall season, bat motifs make fun and festive decorations for 
Halloween parties, but the scary situation bats face in the United States 
is no cause for celebration. A disease called white-nose syndrome has 
already decimated bat populations in the eastern part of the country, and 
is moving west.

White-nose syndrome (WNS) was first identified in central New 
York state in 2006 and has now been confirmed in bats in 33 states 
and seven Canadian provinces. The disease, caused by the fungus 
pseudogymnoascus destructans, disrupts bat hibernation and depletes 
crucial body reserves needed to survive the winter.

WNS led to the listing of the northern long-eared bat as threatened in 
the United States, and the listing of three bat species as endangered in 
Canada. Bats are poorly suited for recovery from population declines 
because most species that are vulnerable to WNS rear only a single pup 
per female each year.

Although WNS has not been observed in Yellowstone, the disease-agent 
was recently found on bats in eastern Wyoming. Biologists anticipate 
the disease will eventually reach hibernating bat populations that breed 
in the park. Yellowstone Wildlife biologist John Treanor explains bats’ 
important role in the park’s ecosystem.

“Bats provide many important ecologic and economic services. They eat 
a lot of things that we don’t like, such as mosquitoes and insects that 
damage crops and forests and provide a food source for predators like 
owls and other raptors,” Treanor said.

Because most of Yellowstone’s bat species are susceptible to WNS, 
there is an urgent need to continue monitoring efforts within the park. 
Funding from Yellowstone Forever, beginning in 2010, helped develop a 
proactive program to monitor the distribution, activity, and habitat used 
by bat species in the park. It is establishing baseline data on bat roost 
sites, movements, and genetics that will be important to biologists if and 
when WNS arrives in Yellowstone.

Fall 2018 marks the ninth year that researchers will identify the presence 
of specific species in different areas of the park by setting up devices that 
record the bats’ echolocations.

Multiple species of bats have now been recorded in Yellowstone during 
every month of the year, proving conclusively that there is a resident bat 
population that spends the entire winter in the park. 

Funding from Yellowstone Forever for bat research has leveraged support 
from multiple conservation organizations and academic institutions. 
Currently, Ohio State University is supporting two full-time graduate 
students to conduct research, and several professional researchers have 
volunteered their time to help with the study.

In earlier years, bat monitoring was focused primarily on Yellowstone’s 
Northern Range because the recording equipment needed to remotely 
monitor bats was limited. Thanks to a grant from Canon U.S.A., Inc. to 
Yellowstone Forever, the monitoring program has been expanded with 
more advanced technology and to more remote areas of the park. The 
purpose of the grant is to detect impacts from WNS on Yellowstone bats 
and better understand the effects of climate change on these sensitive 
species.

New recording devices, with longer battery life and increased storage 
capacity, are being used to record bats for extended periods in remote 
locations of the park.

Another element of the study is a project using radio-frequency 
identification tags, which the research team attaches to a sample of small 
brown bats occupying known roosts. This technology provides more 
detailed information on the bats’ movements and life spans by tracking 
individual bats with an automated monitoring system.

Treanor and his colleagues are narrowing the focus of their research to 
study the roosting behavior of these brown bats, which have been hit 
hard by WNS and are now considered regionally extinct in some areas of 
the eastern U.S.

“Little brown bats are the ‘American robin’ of the bat world,” explained 
Treanor. “They are one of the most common and widely distributed bat 
species in North America, as well as in Yellowstone, and they have an 
important role in the ecosystem among the park’s 13 bat species.”

A coordinated effort among federal, state, and private entities continues 
to explore ways to slow or halt the spread of WNS in North America. 
In the meantime, biologists in Yellowstone are prepared to detect WNS 
as soon as it arrives, and to closely monitor the park’s important bat 
population.

Yellowstone Forever is the off icial nonprofit partner of Yellowstone National 
Park. Learn more at Yellowstone.org

Yellowstone bat study

Extensive bat studies are being conducted in Yellowstone Forever, as white-nose syndrome 
makes its way west and likely, eventually, into the park. NPS PHOTO 



OCT 23
4 PM

Halloween Costume Swap At Beehive Basin 
Brewery (Bring a costume and trade a costume)

EVENTS • OCTOBER 2018

Find more of the Big Sky Life 
@BigSkyTownCenter

OCT 20
12 - 4 PM

The Great Pumpkin Giveaway At Center 
Stage (Bring canned food donations for Big 
Sky Community Food Bank, get your pumpkin 
and register for the Pumpkin King & Queen 
Carving Comp.)

 •  LEAVE THE DRIVING TO US  • 
Free shuttles daily at SKYLINEBUS.COM

OCT
26 - 28th

Haunted Peaks Halloween Festival (Costume 
Street Dance, Horror Film Festival, Haunted 
Stroll, Pumpkin King & Queen Carving Comp. 
& More Family Fun)

OCT 17
4 PM

Beehive Basin Brewery Custome 
Appreciation Party (Enjoy free food, live 
music, raffl e prizes/swag)

Tuesdays Downtown (Drop the kids off for a 
fun-fi lled evening with Dino Drop-In, relax and 
immerse yourself in the Big Sky Life)

TUESDAYS
5 - 9 PM

OCT 30th
9:30 - 

11:30 AM

Monthly Open House at 33 Lone Peak Drive, 
#204 (Meet with the Town Center team to 
share ideas and discuss how we can better 
support you)

Big Sky Fire Department 
Halloween Event Cancellation 

Big Sky Fire Department is excited to be working on 
remodeling projects at both fire stations which will help 

improve our ability to provide services to the community.

Unfortunately, with the construction work currently taking 
place we will not be able to host the annual Halloween 

event this year.  

We wish you a safe and happy Halloween!

Big Sky Fire Department

WANTED

Tasters During the
Shoulder Season

Help us decide what food items 
to include on our winter menu 

Redeem this coupon for 

1/2 off cocktails 
during happy hour, 5-7pm
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The Yellowstone Forever Institute offers in-depth 
programs on topics ranging from wildlife watching 
and photography, to birding and animal tracking. 
Enjoy cozy lodging at a reduced rate and leave the 
planning and driving to us!

Yellowstone Forever supporters receive $15 off tuition.

SIGN UP TODAY! 
Yellowstone.org/experience

Learn in a Winter  
Wonderland
Are you ready for a Yellowstone  
winter adventure?

MC1804011_ExploreBigSky_OCT2018_7.6inx10in_AD.01.indd   1 10/9/18   11:59 AM

Hello! I'm Bernadette Bear, the newest 
addition to the Bear Smart Big Sky team. 

Follow me on Instagram 
@bearsmartbigsky for helpful tips.

My job is to share ways 
to reduce conflicts with 

bears.  I have a lot of smart 
relatives in Big Sky who like 

getting into trash, open 
garages, and unlocked cars, 

so I need you to do your 
part and be bear smart.

Bear basics with Bernadette
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION SOCIETY

Big Sky is located in some of the best bear habitat in Montana. Not 
surprisingly bears are seen regularly in Big Sky and can become conditioned 
to come in close proximity to people. The Bear Smart Big Sky Committee 
is excited to introduce “Bernadette Bear,” a cartoon-like “spokesbear” who is 
not joking around about bear safety and the efforts required to reduce bear 
conflicts in Big Sky. 

This new column will report on important bear safe topics, provide tips and 
information, and educate about bear facts and more. 

Your role in reducing conflicts in Big Sky and the Greater Yellowstone Region 
is critical to the safety of the community and our furry neighbors. Please 
follow “Bear Smart Big Sky” on Instagram and Facebook to learn what actions 
you can take to live responsibly in bear country. 

A project of the global organization, Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS), 
Bear Smart Big Sky’s mission is to develop a greater public understanding of 
bear behavior and actions that should be taken to reduce negative interactions 
between people and bears. Being a bear smart community is a collaborative 
effort that requires everyone’s participation—from both local residents and 
visitors alike—to keep bears safe and in the wild. 

With the introduction of Bernadette Bear, the goal is to educate the Big Sky 
community, its residents, employees, and visitors about the actions they can 
take to reduce human-caused bear conflicts. Simple examples include using 
bear-resistant trash containers, keeping garage doors closed, and feeding pets 
inside, just to name a few. 

Don’t forget to post photos of bear sightings and check in with Bernadette 
Bear on Instagram @bearsmartbigsky and #bernadettebear.  Please help 
support Bernadette in her campaign to create a more bear-safe and bear-aware 
community in Big Sky. 
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BY JESSIANNE CASTLE
EBS CONTRIBUTOR

BOZEMAN – For two, sometimes three, weeks in November, 
cyclists have nearly exclusive access to Yellowstone National Park 
while managers transition from the summer to the winter season. 

This year’s biking period begins Monday, Nov. 5 when all park 
roads close to vehicles at 8 a.m. except the road between the north 
and northeast entrances, which remains open year-round. Once 
snow consistently flies, usually by mid- to late-November, the roads 
close to bikes to allow for snow accumulation that accommodates 
snowmobiles and snowcats.

During the brief biking period, which also occurs during the spring 
shoulder season, cyclists may encounter the occasional Park Service 
or concessionaire vehicle, but otherwise the roads are wide open. 
Those wishing to do other activities, like roller ski or walk, are also 
welcome during this time.

From West Yellowstone, consider one of two routes, either traveling 
to Madison junction and go south to Old Faithful, or head north 
and travel as far as Tower Fall or the Northeast entrance near 
Cooke City. With these route options, bikers can pick an easy jaunt 
to 7-mile bridge just past West Yellowstone, or extend the trip into 
a day-long excursion.

The route to Old Faithful is about 30 miles one-way, and for a 
large portion of the ride, the road follows the Firehole River. You 
could stop to explore a number of geyser basins along the way, 
including Fountain Paint Pots and Midway 
Geyser Basin and the brilliant Grand Prismatic 
Spring.

Should you continue north from Madison 
Junction about 15 miles east of West Yellowstone, 
you’ll be able to visit Norris, Mammoth Hot 
Springs, and Tower Fall—a full 70-mile trip 
that may warrant a car shuttle. Remember that 
a portion of this route will remain open to cars 
and you can drive in from the North entrance to 
access the northern bike options more quickly.

Kelli Hart, co-owner of Freeheel and Wheel 
bicycle and ski shop in West Yellowstone, said 
she loves biking in Yellowstone in the fall. “It’s 
one of those iconic experiences,” she said, though 
she added that the fall season can be particularly 
challenging to plan due to weather.

“The weather can turn at any time and anyone 
that rides in there should be ready for that,” she 
said. For local conditions, Hart recommends 
visitors call Freeheel and Wheel, where they can 
also rent gear, as well as gloves and hats.

Visit nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/spring-fall-
bicycling.htm or call Freeheel and Wheel at (406) 
646-7744 to learn more.

Fall road biking just around the corner
Majority of park roads close Nov. 5

Biking through Silver Gate at the northeast entrance to Yellowstone National Park. NPS PHOTO
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Big EZ Lots 42 & 43   
Lot 42: Offered at $399K   |   Lot 43: Offered at $375K
Offered at $589K for both 
20 ACRES 
Beautiful acreage with expansive views

BIG SKY LAND

Lot 2 Big Buck Road   |  $485K
20 ACRES  
Wooded 20 acres with well, incredible views of the Spanish Peaks and 
Lone Peak  

Beehive Basin Lots 11A & 12 A   |  $1.1M
40 +/- ACRES
Top of the world mountain views bordering Forest Service 
land

Lot 4 Beaver Creek West   |  $539K
20 ACRES
Private lot with incredible mountain views

PRICE REDUCED
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BY BAY STEPHENS
EBS STAFF WRITER

In 2004, after graduating from Montana State University with a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts with an emphasis in metalsmithing, jewelry artist and designer 
Ariane Coleman opened Ari O Jewelry. After a stint in the West Fork 
Meadows, then Big Horn Shopping Center, Ari O moved to its current Town 
Center location next to Lone Peak Cinema in June of 2015.

Both a showroom and working jewelry studio, the space allows unique access to 
Coleman as an artist and craftswoman, important to patrons who want to know 
the source of their jewelry, its maker, and who might have custom jewelry ideas.

Other than her retail space, J.P. Woolie’s in the Mountain Mall is the only Big 
Sky vendor of Ari O Jewelry, a partnership that complements seasonal ebbs and 
flows in the jewelry market. 

As part of this ongoing series, Coleman shared her thoughts with EBS about 
what it takes to make it as a small business owner in Big Sky.

Explore Big Sky: What has been the key to your success?
 
Ariane Coleman: I’ve taken … opportunities to listen to … the customers—to 
what people want, what Big Sky is looking for—and then to also be available to 
those people to give them what they want.
 
EBS: What are the biggest obstacles to operating a small business in Big Sky?
 
It’d be availability of a work pool, and this is specialized [work] and there’s not 
a lot of people with skills here to [make jewelry]. 

I would say even bigger than finding people to work is … figuring out the flow 
of Big Sky as the seasons change, getting the flow of when the money comes in 
and when the money leaves and balancing that throughout the whole year.
 
EBS: How has the business landscape changed since you started out?
 
There definitely are more people here now than there have been. This summer 
was my busiest summer. People are coming in with their old jewelry and 
wanting me to redesign with their stones.
 
EBS: What is it about Big Sky that compels you to stick it out through the hard 
times?
 
This is home. The community has always been first. They’re the reason I’ve 
even gotten this far, whether it be from people supporting me through buying 
things or renting me the studio spaces to work in, to purchasing the jewelry in 
their stores. It’s home, it has to work.

EBS: Where do you source your jewelry materials?
 
For Montana, sourcing the materials [means] actually knowing the people that 
have the mine. I go to gem shows, or I go to Thailand or Cambodia [to] try to 

find out as much as I can [about the stones]. I usually will find and do business 
for a long time with the sellers I connect with that have more knowledge on 
what they’re selling me.

EBS: What’s the best piece of business advice you’ve received?
 
Study the characteristics of focused and successful people: patience, consistency, 
dependability, discipline, persistence, resilience, make decisions quickly, admit 
faults, ask for help, take action.  
 
EBS: What advice would you give to small business owners just starting out in Big 
Sky?

The community will tell people about your shop if they know you and they 
know your work, so it’s better [to] get to know your community. 

EBS: How would you describe the interplay between art and business in your work?

The artist part is the part that is the wild part … that does whatever it wants. 
Then there’s the business person that’s like, “You need to pay your bills.” I think 
in the middle of that is called the designer. It’s the combination of the two. It’s 
a disciplined art form. That’s the only way the two can interact with each other.

EBS: How have you found and kept employees in Big Sky?

I’ve definitely gone through my fair share of makers. I have found sourcing 
from people who live in Big Sky, that have a mortgage to pay and a 
responsibility [to be most successful]. The people that I’ve chosen have really 
wanted to work here because I teach them.

[Ari O is] not a bad place to work and I’m pretty flexible. For them as well as 
me, it’s not a bad job. It’s education and [there’s] also something to show for it.

BUSINESS

SECTION 3: 
BUSINESS, HEALTH, 
ARTS  AND ENTERTAINMENT 
& FUN Reel review: ‘The Decsent’ pg. 34WMPAC annouces winter season  pg. 31 Events Calendar pg. 32

Making it in Big Sky: Ari O Jewelry

LONGEST SERVING EMPLOYEE: 
Kendra Schwartz
nearly 5 years

YEARS IN BUSINESS:

14
STAFF:

2
ARI O JEWELRY – BY THE NUMBERS

A unique experience greets shoppers when they walk into Ari O Jewelry in Town Center and 
see MJ Matute, Ariane Goleman and Kendra Schwartz crafting jewelry by hand in the split 
retail-studio space. PHOTO BY BAY STEPHENS



30   October 26 - November 8, 2018 Explore Big SkyHEALTH

The power of vitamin D
BY DR. ANDREA WICK
EBS HEALTH COLUMNIST

More than half of Americans are vitamin D 
deficient. Vitamin D is especially important for 
people who live in areas where there is a lower 
angle from the sun in the winter, such as Montana.   

Vitamin D helps bolster the immune system. 
A 2017 study published in the British Medical 

Journal found that vitamin D deficiency may be the underlying cause 
for influenza. This study found that vitamin D reduces the incidence 
of common respiratory infections, and that vitamin D supplementation 
could in fact prevent 3.25 million cases of the cold and flu each year. 
The outcome of a 2010 study resulted in a 42 percent reduction in the 
number of children contracting influenza A when receiving 1,200 IUs of 
vitamin D.

Vitamin D is also known as the  “sunshine” vitamin. Montana has had 
one of the highest rates of suicide in the United State for more than 50 
years. Studies have shown that people who develop depression often 
have low levels of vitamin D in their system. 

Another 2018 study in the Journal of Anesthesia Essays and Researches 
found that vitamin D deficiency is associated with musculoskeletal and 
bone pain, specifically in the lower back. The severity of pain increased 
as amounts of vitamin D in the bloodstream decreased. 

Symptoms of vitamin D deficiency include feelings of depression, being 
overweight, headaches, gut and digestive issues, bone aches, and head 
sweats.

Pregnant woman are encouraged to take 4,000 IU of vitamin D daily. 
This amount of vitamin D is found to prevent child birth defects, 
preterm labor and preeclampsia, according to the American Pregnancy 
Association. 

Children need 400-600 IUs daily, whereas adolescents need 2,000 IUs 
daily. Normal vitamin D levels decrease the rate of bone fractures and 
rickets among kids. 

Food sources for vitamin D include egg yolks, fish, and raw milk. I 
usually recommend goat milk because it contains less lactose and casein 
than cow’s milk, making it easier for people who are lactose intolerant to 
digest.

Supplements are another option. I recommend vitamin K2 in 
combination with vitamin D. Vitamin K2 is important in helping the 
body metabolize calcium, an important mineral in your bones and teeth.  

Another option for people who have difficulty absorbing nutrients is an 
intravenous vitamin D injection.  The injection lasts for two-to-three 
months and no other supplementation is needed. 

Dr. Carlye Luft N.D. will be offering a vitamin D injection walk-in 
clinic at Healing Hands Chiropractic on Friday, Nov. 16 from 9 a.m. to 
noon; and 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

Dr. Andrea Wick is a chiropractor and applied kinesiologist. She graduated 
from Life University in Marietta, Georgia, and now practices in Big Sky. 
She has a passion for holistic health care and being active in the outdoors. 
Her practice, Healing Hands Chiropractic, is located in the Meadow Village 
Center. Visit drandreawick.com to learn more.

Thursday & Friday, November 8th and 9th

Ophir Elementary School Gym
Thursday, 11/8  •  8:30 am - 5:30 pm

Friday, 11/9  •  8:30 am - Noon

Mark your calendar!
Friends of the Library 

Used Book Sale & 
Scholastic Book Fair 

How Big Sky gets into hot water
Nordic Hot Tub

• Spa sales to fit your budget
• Pool & spa care 
• Custom maintenance plans

• Spa covers & custom lifts
• Spa accessories
• Special orders

BigSkyHotTubs.com
406.995.4892  •  nordichottub@aol.com
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WARREN MILLER PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

In its six years, the Warren Miller Performing Arts Center has established a reputation 
for creating totally original line-ups each year. The 2019 winter season is no exception, 
with new-to-WMPAC performances by luminaries such as “This American Life” 
creator and host Ira Glass, and comedian Tig Nataro on the schedule. There will also 
be immersive, innovative artistic experiences—including a season opener which will 
transform the entire theater into a giant string instrument. And, for the first time, 
Artistic Director John Zirkle has included a couple of repeat performances of audience 
favorites such as The Wonderheads and Take 6 who will return to the WMPAC stage 
as part of the eight-act season.

The season opens Dec. 28 with William Close and the Earth Harp Collective. The 
Collective, and their array of original instruments—quadruple-necked guitars, musical 
body armor, revolving drum sets, and a gigantic harp that strings 50-foot wires over the 
audience’s heads—could be described as a sonic Cirque du Soleil.

WMPAC then brings two back-to-back musical groups beginning with Take 6, the most 
awarded a cappella group in history with 10 Grammys under their belt, on Jan. 5. They’re 
followed on Jan. 19 by the boundary-shifting chamber ensemble Eighth Blackbird, who 
will perform incendiary music by Bryce Dessner from The National on Jan. 19. 

The center’s sixth season also includes theater and storytelling: Tig Notaro, fresh off 
the success of her Netflix special and a national tour, will bring her incisive stand-up 
comedy to Big Sky on Feb. 2. 

“Tig’s show is going to sell out, no question,” Zirkle said. “She’s changed the landscape 
of comedy, and it’s going to be really special to see her in such an intimate space.”

On Feb. 23, the off-Broadway musical “The Last Five Years” comes to WMPAC. 
It was named one of TIME’s 10 Best Shows when it was released in 2001, and has 
enjoyed numerous revivals since then. The two-person show traces the formation and 
dissolution of a relationship in an unexpected manner, with one character telling their 
story backwards and the other chronologically.

Perhaps the most innovative show of the season features Ira Glass, host of NPR’s 
“This American Life.” Glass had partnered with dancer Monica Bill Barnes to craft a 
performance that pairs storytelling and dance. Glass will share stories from his own life, 
dramatized and enhanced by dance. The show premiered at Carnegie Hall in 2013, and 
comes to WMPAC on March 9.

Continuing their longstanding relationship with Big Sky, the James Sewell Ballet 
returns to the WMPAC stage on March 23, and the season closes March 30 with the 
physical theater company The Wonderheads, which illustrates contemporary stories 
with European mask traditions.

This year, for the first time, WMPAC is rolling out a three-performance package offer. 

“It’s a way to reward our audience for their commitment to the arts in Big Sky,” Zirkle 
said. Between Nov. 15 and Dec. 1, those who buy tickets for any three WMPAC events 
will receive a 25 percent discount. Tickets for individual shows will go on sale Dec. 1.

 “Big Sky is now a destination for excellence in the arts,” Zirkle said. “And we’re going 
to see that over and over again this season. Quite simply, the bar has been raised.”

Visit warrenmillerpac.org for more information.

WMPAC announces winter season 

Holmes Construction
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Big Sky, MT
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Host of “This American Life” Ira Glass will be performing as part of WMPAC’s exciting sixth 
season. PHOTO BY EBRU YILDIZ
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26
Poetry reading by Lowell Jaeger
Warren Miller Performing Arts Center, 6:30 p.m.

Pumpkin Stroll, Crowning of Pumpkin 
King and Queen
Lone Peak Cinema, 5-7 p.m.

Haunted Peaks Block Party and live band
Town Center Avenue, 7-11 p.m.

Geocache Mystery – Day One
Big Sky Town Center, starts at dusk

Horrorfest outdoor 
double feature
Big Sky Town Center, 10 p.m. to midnight

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27
Frankenstein’s Morning Cocktail Lounge
Compass Café, 10 a.m. to noon

Mini Monster Mash
Big Sky Town Center, noon to 2 p.m.

Horrorfest films and events
Lone Peak Cinema, 2 p.m. to 2 a.m.

Geocache Mystery – Day Two
Big Sky Town Center, starts at dusk

Yappy Hour dog costume gathering
Big Sky Town Center, 5-6 p.m.

Down Town Haunted 
Happenings and 
Illuminated Labyrinth
Big Sky Town Center, 6-8 p.m.

Community Fitness Class
Headwaters Fitness, 8 a.m.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28
Frankenstein’s Morning Cocktail Lounge
Compass Café, 10 a.m. to noon

Geocache Mystery – Day Three
Big Sky Town Center, Starts at dusk

Glow in the Dark 
Dodgeball and DJ
Town Center Park, 6-8 p.m.

Stage Fright Night
Warren Miller Performing Arts Center, 
3:30 and 5:30 p.m.

Indian Night
Lotus Pad, all evening

MONDAY, OCTOBER 29
Industry Night
Lotus Pad, all evening

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 30
Town Center Open House
Town Center Office, 9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Top Shelf Toastmasters
Town Center Sales Office, 12 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31
Rotary Club of Big Sky Meeting
Town Center Sales Office, 6 p.m.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1
Bridge
Big Sky Water and Sewer District, 10:30 a.m.

Al-Anon Meeting
Big Sky Chapel, 4 p.m.

A.A. Meeting
Big Sky Chapel, 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2
Fish Fry
BYWOM, all evening

Trivia Night
Lone Peak Cinema, 8 p.m.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3
Community Fitness Class
Headwaters Fitness, 8 a.m.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4
Live Music
Compass Café, 11 a.m.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5
Industry Night
Lotus Pad, all evening

Quaker Meeting
Big Sky Chapel, 5:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6
Top Shelf Toastmasters
Town Center Sales Office, 12 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7
Chili Cookoff
Beehive Basin Brewery, 4-8 p.m.

Surviving Cancer Support Group
Santosha Wellness Center, 7 p.m.

Rotary Club of Big Sky Meeting
Town Center Sales Office, 6 p.m.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8
Bridge
Big Sky Water and Sewer District, 10:30 a.m.

Al-Anon Meeting
Big Sky Chapel, 4 p.m.

A.A. Meeting
Big Sky Chapel, 8 p.m.

ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS 
can help if you think you might 
have a drinking problem.  Call 

(888) 607-2000 to talk to a 
member of A.A., or go to  

aa-montana.org for meeting 
times and locations.

BOZEMAN

Copper City Trails fundraiser
MAP Brewing   |   4 p.m. November 10
Join Southwest Montana Mountain Bike Association (SWMMBA), 
Map Brewing, Owenhouse Cycling, and Bangtail Bikes and Ski at a 
fundraising event to finish Copper City Trails, Phase 2, and kick off 
the fat bike season in style. 

The event will feature a chili feed, silent auction, a raffle with a 
chance to win a fat bike, and a patio campfire for s’mores, and is a 
chance for the community to pitch in to help complete the last mile 
of trail, and trailhead improvements. 

Visit southwestmontanamba.org for more information.

BOZEMAN

51st annual Bridger Ski 
Foundation Ski Swap
Gallatin County Fairgrounds
November 3, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
November 4, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Shop thousands of items including skis, snowboards, boots, outdoor 
clothing, and more at this long-standing annual event. Ski waxing 
services are also available Those wishing to sell consignment items 
should drop them off on Friday, Nov. 2. Proceeds benefit Bridger Ski 
Foundation. 

‘Nutcracker’ tickets on sale now
Tickets for the Arts Council of Big Sky’s fifth annual production of 
“The Nutcracker” on Dec. 2 are on sale now at warrenmillerpac.
org. Set to Tchaikovsky’s beloved score performed by a live chamber 
orchestra, Montana Ballet Company’s production of the holiday 
classic is one of the largest artistic collaborations in the region. 

WORTH THE DRIVE

BIG SKY EVENTS CALENDAR

PHOTO COURTESY OF MONTANA BALLET COMPANY

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26 – THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8
If your event falls between Nov. 9 and Nov. 22, please submit it by Nov. 14 by emailing media@outlaw.partners.
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PHOTO COURTESY OF MONTANA BALLET COMPANY
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‘The Descent’
BY ANNA HUSTED
EBS FILM CRITIC

Feminism is a strong theme running through Neil Marshall’s “The Descent.” This 
female-led British horror film deserves the praise it has received from critics over 
the past 10 years. While I love this film, there is a point of contention concerning 
how the women in “The Descent” treat one another. What do you do with a film 
that has no male actors and asks tough questions about what it means to be a 
woman in the world? You watch it again, of course. 

“The Descent” follows Sarah (Shauna Macdonald) after a horrific car accident in 
which she loses her husband and daughter. Her adventure-seeking friends, Juno 
and Beth, look after her and propose a spelunking trip deep in the backwoods of 
North Carolina. The landscape is akin to that of “Deliverance,” setting the tone for 
an unknown horror that is about to befall the six friends.

After the friends make their initial descent into the first room of the cave, they 
stand in wonder at this unexplored region of the world. On their descent into the 
next room, the narrow passage behind them collapses, leaving them shaken, but 
confident they will find another way out. 

As tension run high, egos take over. Juno, who has taken the lead up until now, 
reveals she didn’t bring the guide book for this cave system because it doesn’t have 
a guide book … and for good reason. 

Without spoiling the nature of the “monster” in the film, “The Descent” becomes 
more than a story about female friendship and betrayal. The women start to 
see images in the darkness—images that take on actual shapes that torment the 
friends. 

Roger Ebert describes the film’s intense darkness as “oppressive … a terrifying 
emptiness, a vacuum to be filled by real or imagined dangers.” The darkness is so 
overwhelming at times that the only way to see the action is to watch it on the big 
screen, submersed in the total darkness of the theater. 

The horror genre has always been empowering for women. Women are usually 
the last standing humans against the monster—aligning them with the monster, 
as women can also be perceived as ostracized from society. Even early horror films 
such as “Attack of the 50-foot Woman,” which was offensive to women when first 
released in 1958, is now viewed as a film that portrays women as a genre to be 
respected and feared for their strength and wisdom. 

“The Descent” is no different because of its entire female cast—a rarity in 
Hollywood, where there are no qualms about all-male casts. The feminist struggle 
comes to the surface when the women are faced with the unknown and known 
darkness, and begin to turn on one another to survive. 

“The Descent” is playing at Lone Peak Horrorfest at Lone Peak Cinema on 
Sunday, Oct. 28 at 3 p.m. 

Anna Husted has a master’s in f ilm studies from New York University. In Big Sky she 
can be found at the movies at Lone Peak Cinema or hiking up a mountain. When not 
gazing at the silver screen or watching her new favorite TV show, she’s running, f ishing 
or roughhousing with her cat, Indiana Jones. 

“The Descent” will screen during the Lone Peak Cinema Horrorfest on Sunday, Oct. 28 at 3 
p.m. PHOTO COURTESY OF LIONSGATE FILMS

www.lonepeakcinema.com 
www.facebook.com/lonepeakcinema

SCHEDULE
Saturday, October 27th

THE LITTLE
2:00-3:40   |  CASPER
4:00-4:09  |  SIREN
4:15-5:46  |  HALLOWEEN
6:00-7:50  |  HALLOWEEN
8:00-10:01  |  MANDY
10:30-12:30  |  LIVE SOUND ACCOMPANIED 
BY DJ TINY

THE BIG
2:15-3:30   |  THE BRIDE OF FRANKENSTEIN
3:45-5:40  |  POLTERGEIST
7:00-8:30  |  HIGH TENSION
9:00-10:45  |  THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE 
SHOW

Sunday, October 28th

THE LITTLE
1:00-2:30  |  THE WITCHES
2:45-2:54  |  SIREN
3:00-4:40   |  THE DESCENT
5:00-6:36  |  THE MACHINE GIRL
7:00-9:07  |  HEREDITARY
9:45-11:00  |  THE SLUMBER PARTY MASSACRE
11:15-12:45  |  THE BEYOND

THE BIG
2:00-2:30  |  HALLOWEEN IS GRINCH NIGHT
2:30-4:00  |  MONSTER HOUSE
4:45-6:15  |  THE FOG
6:30-8:20  |  HALLOWEEN
8:30-9:30  |  KARPENTER 
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American Life in Poetry: 
Column 709
BY TED KOOSER, U.S. POET LAUREATE

Jim Daniels lives and teaches in Pittsburgh. I love this poem from “Street 
Calligraphy,” from Steel Toe Books, of Western Kentucky University, Daniels’ 17th 
book. A young father and his two small children, tucked into a comfortable old chair 
at the end of a day. What could feel better than that?

Talking About the Day
By Jim Daniels

Each night after reading three books to my two children— 
we each picked one—to unwind them into dreamland, 
I’d turn off the light and sit between their beds 
in the wide junk-shop rocker I’d reupholstered blue, 
still feeling the close-reading warmth of their bodies beside me, 
and ask them to talk about the day—we did this, 
we did that, sometimes leading somewhere, sometimes 
not, but always ending up at the happy ending of now. 
Now, in still darkness, listening to their breath slow and ease 
into sleep’s regular rhythm. 
Grown now, you might’ve guessed. 
The past tense solid, unyielding, against the acidic drip 
of recent years. But how it calmed us then, rewinding 
the gentle loop, and in the trusting darkness, pressing play.

We do not accept unsolicited submissions. American Life in Poetry is made possible by 
The Poetry Foundation (poetryfoundation.org), publisher of Poetry magazine. It is 
also supported by the Department of English at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 
Poem copyright ©2017 by Jim Daniels, «Talking About the Day,» from “Street 
Calligraphy,” (Steel Toe Books, 2017). Poem reprinted by permission of Jim Daniels and 
the publisher. Introduction copyright ©2018 by The Poetry Foundation. The introduction›s 
author, Ted Kooser, served as United States Poet Laureate Consultant in Poetry to the 
Library of Congress from 2004-2006.
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