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With a record number of votes in 2018, the Best of Big Sky survey 
brought readers out in droves this November. As the Explore Big Sky 
staff tallied votes, it became obvious that community members are 
increasingly responding to this survey year after year, and that the hard 
work by businesses, organizations and individuals that make Big Sky the 
unique and special place it is, doesn’t go unnoticed. 

A healthy, vibrant community requires many small deeds from individual 
citizens to shape its future. We’re here in Big Sky because we share 
a collective passion: the natural beauty of the mountains and rivers, 
abundant wildlife viewing opportunities and nearly unrivaled outdoor 
recreation. And those attributes unite us. 

In the following pages you’ll find those who remain committed to 
contributing their blood, sweat and tears to make Big Sky an exceptional 
place to live, work and play. For the businesses, organizations and 
individuals found in this 2018 Best of Big Sky special section, know that 
your dedication does not go unnoticed. We’re grateful for you all—and 
for everyone that participated in this survey. It’s important to recognize 
the great work done by your neighbors and we’re appreciative for every 
single one of your votes. – Tyler Allen
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BEST OF BIG SKY 2018

Best Business

1st  Hungry Moose Market 
and Deli 
The Hungry Moose has been feeding famished outdoor 
recreationalists since 1994, when the business was the “Big 
Sky Farmers Market,” serving fresh produce from a stand in 
the Westfork Meadows. Now with a location in Town Center 
and another in the Mountain Mall, the market acts as a 
community hub. Along with an impressive inventory of adult 
beverages, the Moose serves an assortment of deli sandwiches 
and wraps, baked goods, groceries and also delivers items 
purchased online directly into the kitchens of incoming 
vacationers. 

“It’s very meaningful to receive best business because it 
required the voters to write in,” owner Jackie Robin said. 
“They consciously thought of the Hungry Moose as the best 
local business and chose us, and we thank them. It feels good 
to be acknowledged for all our hard work, the hard work that 
all my staff puts in.” hungrymoose.com

1st  Natural Retreats Big Sky
Although they have been operating as Natural Retreats Big Sky for 
approximately three years, the team that comprises this property 
management company has had boots on the ground in Big Sky for 
nearly 20 years. Along with vacation luxury home rentals, Natural 
Retreats offers shuttle and taxi services that include airport pickups 
and transportation to locals and visitors. They also offer luxury, 
customizable guided tours of Yellowstone National Park in chartered 
vans during the summer.

“It’s an honor to be voted best business in a community like Big 
Sky with so many great businesses in town,” General Manager Tim 
Drain said. “A huge, heartfelt thank you to all of our team members 
that make everything happen day in and day out—our property 
managers, our office teams, our Shuttle to Big Sky and Taxi drivers, 
and our Yellowstone Luxury Tours guides—along with all of our 
guests who choose our vacation rental homes and our service for 
their Big Sky vacations, and all of our homeowners in our rental 
portfolio.” naturalretreats.com/big-sky-vacation-rentals

2nd Big Sky Resort 
Big Sky Resort stands as the foundational 
business for all others in Big Sky, benefitting 
the area economy with an influx of visitors year 
after year. bigskyresort.com

TIE FOR FIRST PLACE



BEST OF BIG SKY 2018

Community Member of the Year

In 1950, Bob and Jean Simkins moved back to Bozeman from West 
Yellowstone with their growing family to operate a lumberyard on 
Wallace Street, which would relocate to Broadway Avenue in 1992. 
Bob also had an instinct for buying land in the vicinity of outdoor 
recreational areas and, in 1970, when he heard about Chet Huntley’s 
dream of building Big Sky Resort, he made a deal to trade land he had 
bought near Three Forks for 3,680 acres in Big Sky.

Today, the Big Sky Town Center parcel and the “Upland” parcel across 
the South Fork are still owned by the Simkins family, having sold, 
donated or traded away the rest of the original property. Big Sky would 
not be what it is today without the legacy the Simkins have stamped on 
this resort community. 

“Our family is humbled and grateful for this recognition from the 
community. We have been actively involved in Big Sky since 1970, and 
we are fortunate to work alongside Big Sky’s many capable community-
builders and leaders,” said Bill Simkins, manager of Town Center’s 
Bozeman-based master developer Simkins Holdings, LLC. “The only 
thing that excites us more than what our community has been able to 
accomplish to date is what’s to come—Big Sky’s future is bright. Thank 
you for your support of the Town Center and for the opportunity to 
build a legacy of which our family and the community can be proud.”

 

1st The Simkins Family

1st Ron Edwards
While the Big Sky Water and Sewer District general manager has never 
lived in Big Sky, Ron Edwards considers the resort hamlet his community, 
although he was still shocked to learn he’d been voted community member 
of the year by Best of Big Sky voters. He’s worked here for 23 years after 
being hired in 1995 to manage the district, and has seen many things 
change during that tenure—and some that haven’t. 

“In December of 1995 you couldn’t even rent a dog house up here,” 
Edwards said, noting he and his wife tried for many years to figure out how 
they could afford to live here. “It’s a snapshot of the same issue we all talk 
about today. That was here 23 years ago.” He considers The Corral Bar his 
favorite watering hole, and “it’s only 40 miles from home.” 

Edwards found it ironic that he tied with the Simkins family since when 
he first arrived he worked out a land deal to swap 12 acres for 12 acres 
between the Simkins and the district to build the treatment facility where 
it exists today—without any money involved. “It set us up for success and 
we couldn’t have done what we did without Bill, Tom and Mitch,” he said. 
“Obviously, you can’t get into the discussion without huge support from my 
great staff and a great board. They make us look as good as we do.” 

2nd Ciara Wolfe
The executive director of the Big Sky Community Organization, Ciara Wolfe, has a 
diverse background in the nonprofit world and its obvious to anyone following her work 
and organization that she is dedicated to making Big Sky an exceptional place, to both 
enjoy the outdoors and to live a safe, comfortable life.  

TIE FOR FIRST PLACE



BEST OF BIG SKY 2018

Best Restaurant

Best Local Meal Deal

1st Gallatin Riverhouse Grill
The locals recognized the Riverhouse as the best place for “dirtbags”—
diehard mountain recreationalists on a shoestring budget—to recover from 
their last adventure or fuel up for the next. The Riverhouse’s famous fried 
chicken dinner has garnered an impressive following in the area. And with 
mouthwatering brisket, flank steak and some of the finest ribs around, it’s 
also the perfect spot for a family meal or holiday office party.

Located along U.S. Highway 191 between the turn to the meadow and 
the boundary of Yellowstone National Park, the Riverhouse operates seven 
days a week serving barbecue, grilled fare and beverages from the bar. 
Providing delicious food and drinks at a reasonable price is a main tenet of 
this establishment, for which EBS readers have shown their appreciation.
 
“We’re here for the people, we’re here for the locals,” co-owner Greg 
“Carnie” Lisk said. “We appreciate all the support. If we don’t have our 
employees and the locals, we don’t have anybody.” 
gallatinriverhousegrill.com

2nd Wrap Shack
The Wrap Shack in Westfork Meadows has you covered when it comes to 
getting the fattest burritos in Big Sky for the least damage to your wallet. 
werollemfat.com

3rd Yeti Dogs
Yeti Dogs is a past Best of Big Sky winner and on-mountain location for 
the best hot dogs around. facebook.com/yeti.dogs

1st Olive B’s Big Sky Bistro
It takes a very fine dining establishment to edge out six-time 
best restaurant winner the Lotus Pad, but that’s just what 
Olive B’s did to take back the crown they won in 2016. Chef 
Warren Bibbins attributes this success to one important detail: 
consistency. From the staff you see season after season, who 
prides itself on providing each guest with a great experience 
to the fresh seafood, game and other specials prepared to 
perfection, Olive B’s has figured out a formula that works for 
Big Sky diners.

“For seven years, we’ve put service as our first priority. I’d 
attribute this success of being voted best in Big Sky to the hard 
work and dedication of my entire crew,” Bibbins said. “Through 
them, and the consistent experience we all provide time and 
again, we’ve earned the loyal support of our customers. I’m 
proud of that and of them.” olivebsbigsky.com

2nd Lotus Pad
A perennial titan in Big Sky’s restaurant landscape, the Lotus Pad has 
delighted both local and visiting diners for years with their Thai- and 
Asian-inspired fare—they’ve also been recognized six times by Best of 
Big Sky voters as the premier dining option in this resort community. 
lotuspad.net

3rd Buck’s T-4
Executive chef Scott Mechura brings together a unique combination of 
traditional local ingredients and classic culinary techniques at one of Big Sky’s 
most classic culinary establishments. buckst4.com



BEST OF BIG SKY 2018

Best Artist / Photographer

Best Date Night Restaurant

1st Dave Pecunies
For more than 15 years, Dave Pecunies has worked behind 
the lens of a camera, and after more than two decades living 
in resort towns, his photography specializes in architecture, 
scenery and landscapes, wildlife, and action sports. From 
stunning shots of the moon peering over the shoulder of Lone 
Mountain to high-end real estate and snaps of kids mid-
wipeout while tubing on snow, his photographs run the gamut 
of mountain resort scenes. He focuses on utilizing as much 
light as he can to ensure images feel real to viewers, capturing 
“moments in time” rather than merely photographs.

On Nov. 24, Dave Pecunies Photography opened a studio 
in Big Sky Town Center, a shared space with property 
management company Stay Montana.

“With the amount of talent that’s in this area, to be 
recognized is a huge honor,” Pecunies said. “It’s a validation of 
a lot of hard work.” davepecunies.com

2nd Ryan Turner
Ryan Turner is a longtime Montana photographer whose career 
has its roots in an early fascination with light as the artist’s 
medium. ryanturnerphotography.com

3rd  Heather Rapp
Heather Rapp graces Big Sky as an artist, graphic designer and adventurer. 
 heatherrapp.com

1stOlive B’s Big Sky Bistro
The top three in our best restaurant category took the same places 
in voting for the greatest venues to take a date in Big Sky. Olive 
B’s has an intimate setting, expansive wine list and unique craft 
cocktails that inspired readers to honor them with the top spot in 
one of our newest categories.

The owners, Chef Warren “Bibber” and Jennie Bibbins, believe that 
when it comes to date nights, Olive B’s is the ideal setting. “We 
all work so hard here and most people are raising families. When 
couples get a chance to go out together, I think they are looking 
for a great meal in a beautiful setting, friendly service and great 
cocktails,” Bibber said. “We are so thankful that people choose to 
come to us when they have a special night out.” He added that 
Olive B’s has 19 tables in the restaurant, and every one of those can 
seat two diners, which is especially convenient during Valentine’s 
Day evenings. olivebsbigsky.com

2nd  Lotus Pad
Since moving to Town Center from their tiny Westfork Meadows location, 
Lotus Pad has been able to accommodate many more patrons on a given 
night, but it hasn’t lost the intimacy and beautiful interior design that can 
make any date night one to remember. lotuspad.net

3rd  Buck’s T-4
buckst4.com
 



BEST OF BIG SKY 2018

Best Burger

Best Tourist Attraction

1st Big Sky Resort/Lone 
Mountain
Big Sky Resort and 11,166-foot Lone Mountain is the reason just about 
every person came to Big Sky in the first place, so it makes sense that it has 
won best tourist attraction. With the resort’s new addition of Ramcharger 
8—North America’s first eight-seat chairlift—Big Sky Resort is blazing 
trails in the American ski industry as it takes steps toward its “2025” vision of 
becoming “America’s Alp.”

Big Sky Resort’s extensive portfolio of activities draws visitors to the area 
throughout the year, giving families and individuals opportunities to create 
memories through recreation and lifestyle. The lifts power skiing in the 
winter, and mountain biking on the mountain’s extensive trail system in the 
summer. The resort offers two types of golf—disc and traditional—in the 
warmer months along with zipline tours and bungee jumping year-round.  

“What an honor this is!” said Taylor Middleton, the resort’s general manager. 
“We’re not finished. More new lifts, ski runs, flow and bike trails are on the 
drawing board with Vision 2025. Stay tuned!” bigskyresort.com

2nd Ousel Falls
Big Sky’s most accessible waterfall has become a quiet icon for 
visitors and residents , offering a dynamic and pristine sight just 
over 1.5 miles from the trailhead. bscomt.org

3rd Yellowstone National Park
nps.gov/yell

PHOTO BY JEFF ENGERBRETSON

1st By Word of Mouth
With two Montana Angus beef patties, BYWOM’s “special 
sauce,” lettuce, pickles, cheese and caramelized onions—and 
served with garlic fries and coleslaw—this burger makes 
your mouth water just thinking about it. Owned by Pam 
and John Flach, the bistro tucked into Big Sky’s Westfork 
Meadows has long been a local favorite, both for the 
exceptional food and craft cocktails made by its talented 
mixologists. 

BYWOM not only serves its fine burgers in the restaurant, 
but you can find them at special events throughout the 
year, including the Thursday night summer concert series 
Music in the Mountains. Whether you need fuel after a day 
spinning laps on the slopes, or for a night of dancing with 
thousands of your closest friends, a BYWOM burger will 
always do the trick. bigskycatering.com

2nd Lone Peak Brewery and Taphouse
A multiple year winner of this category, Lone Peak Brewery and Taphouse not only serves great 
burgers, but also pours its house-made craft beers 365 days a year.  lonepeakbrewery.com

3rd Buck’s T-4 Lodge 
buckst4.com
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Best Bar and Happy Hour

Best Pizza

1st Ousel and Spur 
Pizza Co.
This is year No. 3 that Town Center’s Ousel and Spur 
Pizza Co. has taken home best pizza. Co-owners Jen 
Ketteridge and Josh Kone established the restaurant 
in 2012, rebranding Trailhead Pizza Co.—which had 
previously occupied the space—and adding a dash of 
sophistication. Made with wild yeast and often hand-
tossed by Nick “Ravioli” Natoli, Ousel and Spur’s dough 
is nothing short of artisanal. They source vegetables from 
Montana farms while their pork, chicken, bison, elk and 
beef are sustainably raised around the state. Ousel and 
Spur also serves pasta, salads and features a full selection of 
Italian wines.

“We are very thrilled to have this honor three years in a 
row,” Kone said. “Thank you, Big Sky for all the love.” 
ouselandspurpizza.com

2nd Milkies Pizza and Pub
Serving pizza, calzones, pasta and drinks from the bar, Milkies Pizza and 
Pub is a longtime locals’ gathering place. milkiespizza.com

3rd Blue Moon Bakery
Don’t let the name fool you, they serve pizza too, and are proud to continue 
the tradition of serving this community as a local family-owned and operated 
business for over 25 years. bigskybluemoonbakery.com

1st Beehive Basin Brewery
Casey Folley and Andy Liedberg opened Beehive Basin 
Brewery in July 2015, and it quickly became one of Big Sky’s 
favorite watering holes. It certainly doesn’t hurt when you’re 
brewing award-winning beers, and Liedberg’s single-hop pale 
ale series is one of many reasons the bar is constantly filled 
with familiar faces. Beehive is open from 12 to 8 p.m. daily, so 
whether you’re looking for lunchtime brew, some après ski or 
a post Mountain to Meadow bike ride refreshment, Beehive 
has you covered. 

“At Beehive Basin Brewery every hour is happy hour,” Folley 
said. “We aim to keep our prices low, so everyone can enjoy 
craft beer. Thank you to our loyal customers.” Beehive also 
mounted a spirited campaign for voters to name Liedberg’s 
black lab, Coltrane, as Community Member of the Year, and 
here we give their four-legged friend an honorable mention. 
beehivebasinbrewery.com

2nd Rainbow Ranch Lodge
With a picturesque location on the Gallatin River and a daily happy hour from 4 to 6 
p.m. with specials on drinks and a partial menu, it’s no wonder Rainbow Ranch Lodge 
garnered enough votes for second place. rainbowranchbigsky.com

3rd Scissorbills
s cissorbills.com 

3rd Buck’s T-4 Lodge 
buckst4.com
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Best Coffee

Best Apres

1st Scissorbills Saloon
Three of the past four years, Scissorbills has taken the 
cake as the place to settle down for a drink after a hard 
day’s ski—and they did it again this year. Tucked into 
the third floor of the Arrowhead Mall at the base of the 
resort, this bar in the Mountain Village is where locals 
head to find familiar, goggle-tanned faces after a day in 
the white room of deep powder or beneath a bluebird sky. 
Riders and skiers swap stories of their time on the slopes 
over Scissorbills’ rotating selection of Montana craft brews 
while live music fills the bar throughout the winter. 

“We are humbled and honored to be voted best après 
again,” said owner Keith Kuhns. “Thanks for all the years 
of support. We just want to keep thirsty skiers happy.” 
scissorbills.com

2nd Beehive Basin Brewery 
Since 2015, this craft brewery has gained renown as the Town Center après 
ski spot, packed out with snowpant-garbed locals enjoying the constantly 
changing flavors on tap. behivebasinbrewery.com

3rd Gallatin Riverh ouse Grill 
gallatinriverhousegrill.com

1st Caliber Coffee
Big Sky’s favorite place to grab a cup of joe also roasts 
its coffee right here in Westfork Meadows. The Patrol 
Blend especially has been receiving rave reviews ever since 
former owner Opie Jahn first began roasting it in 2014. 
Stephanie Alexander purchased Jahn’s roaster and coffee 
shop in June 2017 and took the momentum Caliber had 
and turned it into a local institution, while serving some 
of the best breakfast burritos in southwest Montana. This 
fall, Caliber also took over the space formerly occupied by 
the Bugaboo, in the Big Horn Center on Highway 191, 
and reopened it as a new breakfast and lunch hot spot. 

“We would like to thank all our supporters, you make 
it possible for a mother-daughter team to call Big Sky 
home!” Alexander said. facebook.com/calibercoffeeinc

2nd Hungry Moose 
With a location in both Town Center and Big Sky Resort’s Mountain Mall, the 
Hungry Moose has long been a favorite of mountain athletes looking to fuel up on 
caffeine and grab breakfast on the go. hungrymoose.com

3rd Lone Perk Espresso 
facebook.com/theloneperk
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1st Big Sky PBR
For the first time last summer, Big Sky PBR was expanded to include a third 
night of bull riding, after tickets for the two-night event sold out in under 
10 minutes. Produced by Outlaw Partners (publisher of EBS), Continental 
Construction and Freestone Productions “Big Sky’s Biggest Week” brings 
fans to Big Sky from all over the world. The 2018 event raised more than 
$75,000 for charity and brought 40 of the world’s top bull riders, 76 of the 
toughest bucking bulls and 11,000 attendees to our mountain town for three 
nights of exhilarating entertainment. 

The 2018 event also included the Levi’s Street Dance, Big Sky Art Auction, 
a golf tournament, tons of live music, the ever-popular mutton bustin’ and a 
vendor village. For the sixth year in a row, Big Sky PBR won “event of the 
year” in 2018, an honor bestowed by PBR’s top athletes. “PBR generated a 
$3.4 million impact for our town in 2018 and has generated hundreds of 
thousands for local charities over the years—something our team at Outlaw 
is very proud of,” said Ersin Ozer, Outlaw’s media and events director. 
bigskypbr.com 

Best Annual Event 

2nd Music in the Mountains
Thursday nights, during the summer, Big Sky locals and visitors 
soak in this weekly event that brings music lovers of all ages to Town 
Center Park. bigskyarts.com 

3rd Fourth of July Music and Fireworks
bigskyarts.com
 

1st Gallatin 
Alpine Sports
Big Sky’s favorite year-round outdoor 
retailer in 2018 offers ski and snowboard 
rentals and sales, tuning, mountain bike 
rentals and sales, the most up-to-date gear 
and free rental delivery to your hotel or 
condo. They personally and professionally 
fit your boots and skis to make your day 
on the slopes carefree. GAS also offers 
clothing for men and women, as well 
as shoes and boots. The friendly staff is 
always on hand to answer any questions 
about equipment, gear or apparel. 
gallatinalpinesports.com 

Best Outdoor Retailer

2nd Grizzly Outfitters
Conveniently located in Big Sky Town Center, Grizzly Outfitters Ski 
& Backcountry Sports is your one-stop shop for head to toe outdoor 
gear necessary for any activity you wish to pursue in southwest 
Montana. grizzlyoutfitters.com

3rd  East Slope Outdoors
Since 1986, East Slope Outdoors owner Dave Alvin has worked in 
the outdoor industry, and uses his experience to provide locals and 
visitors with quality gear at affordable prices. 
eastslopeoutdoors.com

1st
34.93%

2nd
33.78%

other

Close call!
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1st Gallatin River Guides
Owner Pat Straub takes pride in his shop’s extensive selection of flies, 
rods, gear, rentals and, of course, fly-fishing guide services. Rivers they 
fish include the Gallatin, Yellowstone, Madison, Missouri, Beaverhead, 
Bighorn, and Paradise Valley spring creeks, as well as the waters within 
Yellowstone National Park. Since 1984, GRG has been the year-round 
source for anglers, from beginners to experts. The guides are all patient, 
fun and professional and are truly passionate about fly-fishing. 

GRG also hosts the Montana Fishing Guide School for those that want 
to hone their skills and prepare for a career as a Montana fly fishing 
guide and the Montana Women’s Fly Fishing School, which was created 
to educate, enlighten and inspire female fly fishers in a supportive, 
noncompetitive environment.

“The GRG guides and staff are honored to be recognized by the Big 
Sky community,” said fly-shop manager Jimmy Armijo-Grover. “We 
couldn’t do it without an awesome crew and over 35 years of community 
support. A big thank you to all those that allow us to do what we love!” 
montanaflyfishing.com 

Best Fishing Outfitter

2nd East Slope Outdoors
Since 1986, East Slope Outdoors has been providing locals and visitors great 
quality gear at affordable prices and the staff are experienced, trustworthy, 
enthusiastic and knowledgeable. eastslopeoutdoors.com

3rd  Grizzly Outfitters
grizzlyoutfitters.com

Best Real Estate Agency

1st L&K Real Estate
L&K Real Estate, a boutique real estate brokerage agency with 
over 50 years of combined experience and more than $1 billion 
in sales, specializes in luxury lifestyle properties. Founded 
by Eric Ladd (publisher of EBS) and Ryan Kulesza, they 
provide expertise in land development, marketing and sales of 
finished products. Their experience ranges from consulting on 
international residential and commercial development projects, 
to representing luxury listings throughout southwest Montana. 

L&K has market knowledge to assist in the property buying 
or selling process and will effectively negotiate on the client’s 
behalf. Additionally, they have a network to assist in real 
estate purchases globally and have the ability to facilitate all 
transaction types including auction representation, short sales 
and foreclosures. “We are honored and humbled to receive the 
2018 Best of Big Sky award for real estate company,” Kulesza 
said. “We really love what we do and are grateful to have such 
incredible clients to work with. We appreciate the community’s 
support of our growing company.” lkrealestate.com 

2nd ERA Landmark Real Estate 
A premier real estate firm for Big Sky, Bozeman, Livingston, and Ennis, Montana, 
ERA Landmark has been serving southwest Montana for over 40 years and has 
a special affinity for Montana because of the magnificent scenery, year-round 
recreation and strong sense of history and community. eralandmark.com

3rd Big Sky Sotheby’s 
International Realty
This team proudly represents luxury residential real estate, homes, 
condos, land and ranches in Big Sky. bigskysir.com

1st 
30.48%

2nd - 
29.34%

3rd 
27.22%

Close call!
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Best Spa / Wellness

Best Salon

1st Santosha Wellness 
Center
This local’s favorite offers many different avenues to 
help you reach a state of “santosha,” which is Sanskrit 
for contentment. Be it through a yoga practice, one of 
their many massage modalities, skin care, the far infrared 
sauna, acupuncture, seasonal cleansing or an Ayurvedic 
consultation, this is the place to relax, revive and rejuvenate. 
They also offer many workshops and special events 
including the community cleanse, sonic bliss baths, detox 
courses, cancer support groups, yoga workshops and more. 

Santosha empowers others to tap into their own personal 
power to heal and create transformation by finding 
awareness and balance that can deeply impact our lives, 
and ultimately allow us to live life more fully. “I’m really 
grateful to everyone in this community that makes Santosha 
a part of their lives as it’s the people that make the place so 
special,” said owner Callie Stoltz. santoshabigsky.com

2nd OZssage Therapeutic Massage 
and Skin Care
A true oasis, this spa offers massage, facials, wellness packages and skincare 
products. ozssage.com

3rd  Kira Rogala
 Kira Rogala has developed a three-hour, custom, luxury massage designed 
to maximize the benefits of a massage. bigskymassage.net

1st Monica’s Salon
What’s the best cure for a bad hair day? Stopping it 
before it starts with a killer cut and flattering color. 
Nestled in Big Sky Town Center, Monica’s offers 
the most advanced techniques for hair cutting, 
coloring, styling and nail services. Their team uses 
creativity and the top products such as Kérastase 
hair care, Schwarzkopf color and CND and Farm 
House Fresh Skin Care to help customize the most 
current looks for their clients.  

Monica’s can turn out the beachiest blondes, could-
be-natural ombres and everything in between. The 
staff has wonderful personality and attention to 
detail, with refined listening skills, to ensure that 
all their clients receive the best possible service. 
bigskyhair.com

2nd Mountain Haven Salon 
Located in Big Sky’s Bighorn Center, Mountain Haven Salon specializes in 
hair color and highlighting, as well as haircuts, manicures, facial waxing and 
tanning. schedulicity.com/scheduling/mhs793 

3rd HAIRNINJA Salon
This full-service hair salon located in the Meadow Village Center 
styles hair for weddings to boot. hairninjasalon.com 



Best Grocery Store

BEST OF BIG SKY 2018

Best Builder

1st Hungry Moose Market 
and Deli 
It was a tight race between Big Sky’s three grocery stores, but the 
Hungry Moose Market and Deli came out on top this year by a 
fraction of a percentage point over Roxy’s Market and Café. The 
Hungry Moose doubles as a deli, bakery, wine shop, prepared-
foods provider, and home grocery deliverer. Operating from 6:30 
a.m. to 10 p.m. at two locations, seven days a week, the Moose 
has earned Big Sky’s trust for its consistency. However, owner 
Jackie Robin emphasized the importance of each of the area’s 
grocery stores.

“We’ve all created our own niche and we all provide something 
of benefit relating to groceries, wine, [and] prepared foods for 
the community,” Robin said. “The Hungry Moose, the Country 
Market and Roxy’s serve the Big Sky community and visitors all 
in our own way, and I think we all do a great job.”
 hungrymoose.com

2nd Roxy’s Market and Cafe 
The 17,000-square-foot space is the only full-scale grocery store in Big 
Sky, offering a deli, a selection of natural specialty foods, beer and more. 
roxysmarket.com

3rd The Country Market 
Big Sky’s longest-serving grocery, the Country Market opened in 1974 
and has supported Big Sky’s growing community over the past 44 years. 
bigskygrocery.com

1st Big Sky Build
Since its founding by John Seelye in 1997, Big Sky Build has formed a 
reputation for delivering excellence to each one of its clients. The quality 
in each of the homes they build speaks volumes about the culture of the 
company, and Big Sky Build is relentless in its pursuit to create beauty that 
lasts. Principal owners Seelye and Erin Hayes have a caring, knowledgeable 
staff that helped them be recognized as Big Sky’s best builder. 

“I can’t tell you how proud I am of the Big Sky Build crew for being 
recognized by our great community for this award, for the fourth year in a 
row. We take great pride in not only being part of the building community, 
but we also take great pride in being an active part of this awesome little ski 
town outside of work—as they say, ‘It takes a village,’” Seelye said. The fact 
that we get to live and work in Big Sky, Montana is truly a blessing that we 
do not take lightly. The support from this town over the years is really what 
sets us apart as a community and I urge everyone to support each other and 
to always help those in need. 

“Now let’s ski some powder,” he added. “We all deserve it!” bigskybuild.com

2nd Highline Partners
For over a decade, Highline Partners has been building homes of the highest 
quality for the most discerning clientele, and their knowledge of sustainability, 
deep creativity and excellence in customer experience are the foundation of their 
business. highline-partners.com

3rd Greene Construction
Owned and run by Josh and Debby Greene, this construction 
contractor takes a hands-on approach that provides an on-site 
force behind the careful crafting of each home. greeneconstruct.
com
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BEST OF BIG SKY 2018

Best Property Management

Best Architect

1st Natural Retreats Big Sky 
Along with its tie for best business, Natural Retreats Big Sky takes home the plaque as 
Big Sky’s favored property management company, with just over 12 percent of the vote. 
The second and third place winners took 10.8 percent and 10.5 percent, respectively.  

“We are thrilled to be named best property management company in Big Sky,” general 
manager Tim Drain said. “Detailed and attentive property management is essential in a 
community like Big Sky with so many second homes.”

Natural Retreats focuses on luxury vacation rentals, and their full-service property 
management handles all aspects of a home, as well as booking and guest services. 

“There are a lot of good companies doing what we do in town and we are grateful for 
all of our homeowners who have chosen us to manage their homes and generate rental 
income for them, as well as all of our guests who choose our vacation rental homes for 
their Big Sky vacations,” Drain added. “We also need to thank all of our team members, 
from the property managers in the field to the owner service and guest service team in 
the office.” naturalretreats.com/big-sky-vacation-rentals

2nd Hammond Property Management 
Hammond Property Management has been operating in the area since 1997, and currently 
manages 24 homeowner and property associations ranging from commercial and retail to 
condominium complexes throughout Big Sky, and provides 24-hour emergency access for 
clients. hpmmontana.com

3rd Two Pines Properties 
Two Pines Properties provides all-inclusive property 
management services for vacation rental homes in the Big Sky 
area. twopinesproperties.com

1st Centre Sky Architecture
With an office in Big Sky’s Town Center, Four Corners and Denver, 
Colorado, Centre Sky provides high-quality solutions for mountain 
architecture and sustainable architectural design. Established in 1998, 
they specialize in custom residential, ranch and resort, and commercial 
architecture throughout the Rocky Mountain West, including the private 
communities of the Yellowstone Club and Spanish Peaks Mountain 
Club. 

“We are beyond honored to win Best of Big Sky’s 2018 Best Architect,” 
said owner Jamie Daugaard. “We would like to thank the Big Sky 
community in recognizing our efforts and the opportunity to work with 
the fantastic people in Big Sky. It is a great feeling to be honored by our 
community, and we are full of gratitude!”

Daugaard also wanted to thank each of Centre Sky’s employees by name: 
Heather Daugaard, Ben Emanuel, Anthony Overbeeke, Mariya Provost, 
Olexa Tkachenko, Nick Modroo, Sara D’Agostino, Leah Butterworth, 
Meghan Altman, Dan Reynolds, and Thomas Santin. centresky.com

2nd Faure Halvorsen Architects
With five decades of experience between them, Matt Faure and Kipp Halvorsen 
have designed many custom homes and ranches, as well as landmark commercial 
projects, throughout southwest Montana. fharchitects.com

3rd Reid Smith Architects
Reid Smith Architects has built a reputation through their focus 
on creating a sense of space through original and unique design 
in the Mountain West. reidsmitharchitects.com

1st
12.4%

2nd
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Best Hotel / Lodge / Ranch

Best Nonprofit

BEST OF BIG SKY 2018

1st Rotary Club of Big Sky 
The Rotary Club of Big Sky takes home the plaque for 
best nonprofit for the first time in the contest’s history. 
The club receives this recognition after a year of impressive 
project completions that included installing solar-powered 
911 emergency call boxes in Gallatin Canyon, which lacks 
cellular service; installing in the new Town Center Plaza a 
playground that comes online this spring; donating computers 
to Morningstar Learning Center; and orchestrating the 
heartwarming Rotary Giving Tree, which provides holiday gifts 
to children whose parents who can’t afford them, along with a 
Christmas meal.

“As president, I’d like to thank the community for recognizing the 
efforts of the Rotary Club and all we do to try to make Big Sky a 
better community,” Rotary Club President Sam Lightbody said.

The Rotary Club of Big Sky holds only one fundraiser a year, the 
Gold Auction, which will be held at Buck’s T-4 Lodge on Jan. 25. 
Tickets always sell out fast, Lightbody added. bigskyrotary.com

2nd Big Sky Community Organization
The Big Sky Community Organization uses recreation and enrichment 
opportunities to connect the Big Sky community, building and managing 
trails and parks, among many other initiatives. bscomt.org

3rd Arts Council of Big Sky
Since 1989, the Arts Council of Big Sky has been the organization to 
thank for numerous family-friendly concerts, cultural experiences, and 
opportunities for education and creativity in the area. bigskyarts.org

1st Lone Mountain Ranch
A Big Sky institution, with world-class Nordic ski trails and gourmet 
dining offerings, Lone Mountain Ranch is a community gathering place 
for locals and visitors alike. 

“Lone Mountain Ranch is extremely proud and honored to be voted the 
No. 1 lodging option in Big Sky,” said General Manager Ryan Kunz. 
“We’ve been an integral part of this community for over 100 years and 
we look forward to continue partnering with this amazing community 
in the future.” 

This winter, LMR has begun offering daytime sleigh rides, which 
include a 30-minute sleigh around the ranch with lunch included. 
The family friendly activity is offered seven days a week from Dec. 
21 through Jan. 4, and then Tuesday through Friday beginning Jan. 8. 
The ranch is also open to the public for its weekend brunch buffet and 
breakfast and lunch during the week—and for dinner if you’re able to 
get a reservation. lonemountainranch.com

2nd 320 Guest Ranch
This ranch on the banks of the Gallatin River offers a window into the early 
days of Western tourism and Big Sky’s ranching history. 320ranch.com

3rd Huntley Lodge
Historic and original, the Huntley Lodge is located slopeside in Big Sky’s 
Mountain Village. bigskyresort.com



BEST OF BIG SKY 2018

Best Interior Design

Best Financial Institution

1st First Security Bank 
The biggest doesn’t always mean the best, but the team 
at First Security Bank has garnered the favor of Big Sky’s 
locals, even in a period of transition. Earlier this year, the 
holding company for Big Sky Western Bank acquired the 
holding company for First Security Bank and the two 
institutions locally combined locations under the First 
Security name.

“It’s always an honor to be recognized by our customers 
and neighbors,” branch President Timothy Kent wrote 
in an email. “Perhaps especially this year as we have 
negotiated the challenge of bringing together two great 
banks into one team. I’d like to especially thank our great 
customers for their patience and understanding and our 
team members for their extra work in making this another 
great year. Thank you, Big Sky!” ourbank.com

2nd Security Title Company of Montana
Located in Town Center, Security Title Company of Montana provides title 
insurance, escrow and closing services integral to the currently thriving real estate 
market in Big Sky. sectitle.com

3rd American Bank
Serving the community since 1998, American Bank has been lending 
to businesses, soon-to-be homeowners and providing personal banking 
services, all with friendly smiles. americanbankmontana.com

1st Erika & Company

Located in Big Sky Town Center, next to Beehive Basin 
Brewery, Erika & Company’s design work inspired voters 
to name them the best interior designer for 2018. Along 
with owner Erika Jennings, the company’s team includes 
Jesse Knox, Katy Brandl Ballantyne and Shana Seelye, 
and together they strive to make every client’s home or 
business uniquely beautiful. 

“I feel so grateful that my family and I get to call Big 
Sky our community. Our sense of place and feeling of 
belonging is strong,” Jennings said. “I am honored that 
my community values Erika & Company as much as we 
value them. My staff and I have so much fun together 
and we love that people have recognized that. And 
thanks to my amazing clients and staff who make it 
possible to keep rolling. Cheers!” erikaandco.com

2nd Gallatin Valley Design Group
A division of Bozeman’s Gallatin Valley Furniture, this design firm provides clients 
with a blend of design talents, at-your-fingertips resources, and an architectural edge 
from concept to finished space.
gvdesign.group

3rd Elliott Interior Design
Elliott Interior Design comes to any project with 20-plus years 
of professional experience in new construction and remodeling. 
elliottinteriordesign.com



BEST OF BIG SKY 2018

Best Landscaping Business

1st Big Sky Landscaping
Many locals and visitors have seen Big Sky Landscaping’s handiwork: 
they landscaped Morning Star Learning Center, Lone Peak High School 
and the Town Center music pavilion and park. Now they’ve won best 
landscaping business in the category’s inaugural year.

“We thought it was great to see that landscaping was included in Best 
of Big Sky this year,” said owner and founder Alan McClain. “We were 
thrilled as a landscaping company. I feel like all of us take a lot of pride 
for the work we do.”

The company started off small 16 seasons ago, but has grown alongside 
Big Sky trying to add a service or two every year, McClain said. Along 
with landscape maintenance, Big Sky Landscaping now offers design 
and installation for landscapes, hardscapes, softscapes, gardens, patios, 
lighting, and water features.

“I’m psyched as a business owner for the company to get recognition but 
even more excited as an employer for my employees to get recognition for 
the hard work they do,” McClain added. bslmt.com

2nd Lone Peak Landscaping Inc
Lone Peak Landscaping was one of the first landscaping companies in Big Sky. 
lonepeaklandscaping.com

3rd Wildwood Nursery 
Along with offering the works when it comes to landscaping services, 
Wildwood Nursery runs a retail nursery in the Gallatin Canyon from 
May to September. wildwoodbigsky.com

EDITORS PICKS

Best Date Night Restaurant: 
The Rocks Tasting Room
Since Ben and Kara Blodgett opened The Rocks Tasting 
Room in late August, it’s quickly become a local favorite for 
its intimate setting and lighter fare that includes flatbreads 
and exceptional Vietnamese pho. 

Best Event: 
The Big Sky Biggie
The inaugural Big Sky Biggie that took place in August 
drew more than 200 mountain bikers to compete in the 30- 
and 50-mile races that wound all over Big Sky, as well as in 
a short-track race the second day of the event.

Best Nonprofit: 
RYDE Foundation
Last year, the RYDE Foundation donated 150 helmets to 
Ophir School for local kids in need. The RYDE foundation 
was formed by Big Sky’s Scottie Williams, pictured here 
with third-grader Teagan Miller, to promote the use of a 
helmet during any and all gravity-based activities. 

Community Member of the Year: 
Coltrane
If you’re a regular at Beehive Basin Brewery, you know 
Coltrane; he’s a big black lab that can sit on a barstool and 
always greets patrons with a wagging tail.


