










SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION House to Home

Gallatin Home Inspections is dedicated to making your home-buying 
experience as easy and painless as possible, while providing you with 
the knowledge you require to make a well-informed investment for 
your future. We use the latest technology to provide you with the most 
comprehensive and in-depth look at the condition of your home, as well as 
make the viewing and sharing of your report streamlined and simple. 

Benjamin Keefe, owner of Gallatin Home Inspections, is an InterNACHI 
certified, professional inspector who wants to help other homebuyers with 
the process of home inspection.

Locals are witnessing the professional approach that Keefe and Gallatin 
Home Inspections brings to the home-purchasing experience.

“We just purchased a condo in Big Sky and we had an amazing experience 
working with Mr. Keefe,” said one recent customer. “His customer service 
was excellent and his thoroughness gave us a great deal of confidence in 
buying the unit. He was even able to get us the report the very next day. 
The software that he uses to write his reports makes it very easy to view 
and share the report. We look forward to working with Mr. Keefe again in 
the future.”

Being locally situated in Big Sky gives Gallatin Home Inspections 
knowledge of the area and allows for inspections to be done quickly and 
provide a short turnaround time. If you’re looking for a home inspection in 
the greater Big Sky area with a fully certified, local inspector, give us a call 
and invest in your future with confidence. For more information, call (406) 
600-4368 or visit gallatinhomeinspections.com .

If you’re planning to build a custom home in the mountains, there are many important 
factors to consider when selecting your lot and designing your home. Whether it’s 
your first time to Big Sky or you’re a long-time resident, never underestimate the 
influence of snow. It’s a major factor in our little hamlet of a mountain town and we’ve 
seen snow in every month of the year.

Site Selection
Site selection and home placement are primary decisions you should discuss with 
your architect and your builder. Ideally, the driveway should be south facing, allowing 
for more sun exposure to help melt the snow and ice that will inevitably be a factor. 
If the site does not allow for this, you will want to consider a heated driveway, which 
requires a large cost up front but can over time help reduce your costs for snow plow 
services. 

Another thing to consider when designing your home and its roofline is a style 
that will allow for a roof with a steep pitch so that snow can slide off, preventing 
significant snow load from accumulating on the roof. 

Additionally, position your home in a way that takes advantage of the mountain views. 

“Large picture windows are a great choice and allow for significant natural light and 
dynamic views,” says Brian Scott, owner of Lone Pine Builders. 

Flooring 
If you’re going to be using your home year round, you’ll be bringing the elements 
indoors.  Whether its summertime mud and dirt from hiking and mountain biking, 
or snow and ice from snowshoes and ski boots in winter, selecting a durable flooring 
material is key. 

“We suggest an engineered hardwood floor with a rustic finish,” Scott says, pointing 
out that engineered flooring minimizes the natural movement caused by changes 
in temperature and humidity. “These specially designed hardwood floors also stand 
up to use of in-floor radiant heat and are more moisture resistant than traditional 
hardwood.” 

For a mudroom or ski room, using a tile or natural stone makes for easy clean up and 
will be more scratch resistant than hardwood.

Outdoor Features
There’s nothing more rewarding than a soak in the hot tub after a long day on the 
slopes.  Make sure to position the hot tub in an area that is protected from the 
elements and where it won’t collect snow that slides off the roof. There are many 
options for hot tub style, size and design so take your time and make a thoughtful 
choice; it’s an investment that should be serviced regularly and well maintained.  

“A lot of our clients are also incorporating an outdoor firepit and entertainment area 
into their landscaping plan,” Scott adds. “It’s a great way to bring together friends and 
family to relax outside even during the colder months.” 

Lone Pine Builders has been building custom homes in Big Sky since 2005, and the 
team is committed to thoroughly understanding its clients’ needs and expectations, 
meeting agreed-upon schedules and budgets, and maintaining solid relationships with 
clients and subcontractors, based upon honesty, reliability and mutual respect. 

 Visit lonepinebuilders.com for more information.

Gallatin Home Inspections
‘Invest in your future with confidence’

Benjamin Keefe, owner of Gallatin Home Inspections, is a certi� ed home inspector 
who wants to help you have a positive ho me-buying experience. PHOTO COURTESY 
OF GALLATIN HOME INSPECTIONS

Lone Pine Builders
Mountain home considerations

Site selection is a key component to building a custom home in the mountains. Consider a 
south-facing orientation and large windows to allow for picturesque views and natural light. 
PHOTO BY RYAN DAY THOMPSON 
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